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THIS DRAWING of the USS Borie's encounter with
a U-boat was prepared by a Coast Guard combat
artist on the basis of official reports and eyewitness
accounts. Caught in the searchlight beam is the Ger-

Navy gunner.

man bit by an empty shell case burled by a U. S.

At right another Navy gunner,
unable to depress bis gun enough to bear on the
sub, fires through a bole cut in its spray shield.

Last Battle of the ‘Battling B’

USS Borie Sinks U-Boat in Hand-to-Hand
Engagement—Cited with Entire Task Unit

In a savage hand-to-hand battle
with a huge U-boat, in which crewmen
used shotguns, pistols, empty shell
cases and even knives, the over-age de-

stroyer uUss Borie
! limped away the
victor. Then, her
' aged plates erushed
in ramming the
submarine, the
Borie’s crew was
removed and she
was sunk by planes
from her own task
group carrier.

For destroying
more U-boats than
any team in naval
history, the entire task unit of which
the Borie was a member received the
Presidential Unit Citation upon its re-
turn from the Atlantic. This is the first
time a task unit has received such a
citation.

Lt. Comdr, Hutchins

It was about three months ago, when
the U-boats reappeared in the Atlantic
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shipping lanes with heavier armament,
prepared to battle it out with planes,
that Task Unit 21.14 launched its epie
campaign. In the unit were the escort
carrier Card, one of the mew “baby
flat-tops;” Composite Squadrons 1 and
9, each composed of Avenger torpedo
bombers and Wildeat fighters; and
three over-age destroyers of 1917 vint-
age, the Borie, Goff and Barry.

The log of the Card indicates that
her commander, Capt. Arnold J. Isbell,
USN, believed he could best carry out
his’ mission by simply wading into a
pack of submarines and fighting it out
at close quarters. And that’s exactly
what his unit did.

One night the Borie, known in the
fleet as the “Battling B,” ranged from
the Card on a night foray. She had
been gone only a few hours when this
terse message came back to the Card:
“Seratch one pig boat...Am searching
for more,” What happened when the
Borie encountered a second U-boat and
drove her prow completely over it is
best described by her commanding of-

ficer, Lt. Comdr. (then Lieut.) Charles
H. Hutchins, USNR.

“We held him there and started
shooting with everything we had,” he
explained. “Some men fired shotguns;
the executive officer grabbed a tommy-
gun and started shooting from the
bridge; others used pistols. One boy
even took a signal pistol and fired at
the sub.

“The range was so short one gumn
couldn’t be brought to bear on the sub-
marine, so the gun captain started
throwing empty shell cases and he
knocked one man off the deck of the
sub. Another fellow threw his knife.
He said later he'd never been able to
stick a knife in the floor before, but
this time he hit a man on the sub and
knocked him overboard.

“One other gun crew couldn’t fire
because their shield was in the way.
They cut a hole in the shield and fired
right through it.”

After about ten minutes of wvirtual
hand-to-hand fighting, the sub broke



loose, Lieutenant Commander Hutch-
ins said, and attempted to flee.

“He went into a tight turn and we
couldn’t turn close enough to bring
our guns on him,” he continued. “We
attempted to ram again, even though
we'd been damaged pretty badly when
we ran up over him, He turned the
tables and tried to ram us, but we
fired a salvo of depth charges and
stopped him about six feet from our
side.”

Licutenant Commander Hutchins
then described how the gun crews con-
tinued to fire at the submarine. He
said one man operated a big gun alone,
getting the ammunition, loading and
firing. Another gun captain, when the
firing mechanism failed, pulled the
latch by hand even though the recoil
battered his arm ‘“until it was as big
as his leg.”

“Finally,” Lieutenant Commander
Hutchins said, “the submarine sank
right in front of us and exploded.”

With engine rooms flooded, genera-
tors and radio communications out of
commission, the Borie wallowed in
heavy seas. All the lighter fluid on
board was collected to run the genera-
tor for a small emergency radio, and a
short message was sent to the Card.

The Borie was able to maintain
some headway during the night and
keep her nos=e into the huge waves.
Early the next day planes from the
Card spotted her, and soon the re-
mainder of the task unit gathered
around. A hose was passed to her in
an effort to get water to her boilers.
However, the water was so contami-
nated by oil leaking from the Borie
and the wallowing was so violent that
the attempt was abandoned after sev-
eral hours.

With the waves mounting steadily,

U-BOAT CREWMEN in life preservers watch attacking planes of the
USS Card as they prepare to go over the side of the doomed sub.

Lieutenant Commander Hutchins was
fearful she would capsize during the
night, and gave orders to abandon ship
shortly before sunset. All but 27 of
the Borie's crew were saved through
the valiant efforts of the crews of the
Barry and Goff. Although the bat-
tered destroyer was still afloat the
next day, it was decided that salvage
was impossible and planes from the
Cuard sank her with bombs.

Three days before the Borie's battle,

two planes from the Card had been
shot down by U-boats, which had
elected to come to the surface and slug
it out with torpedo and fighter planes.

Lieut. Asbury H. Sallenger, UsnE,
piloting an Avenger, and Ens. John F.
Sprague, USNR, in a Wildeat, sighted
two U-boats, only 150 yards apart,
moving slowly on the surface on al-
most parallel courses.

“l signaled Sprague to attack,”
Lieutenant Sallenger said, “and he

—OffTicial T, 8. Navy Photographs,

German submariners abandon ship under attack of planes from the uss Card.
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END OF THE BORIE: Mortally wounded in a vic-
torious battle with a U-boat, the USS Borie is shown
bere just before she was sunk by Navy torpedo
bombers from the USS Card. The skipper of the
over-age destroyer gave the order to abandon ship
the day after she rammed and sank a German sub-
marine in the Atlantic, Survivors were picked up by
two other destroyers of the task unit.

made a beautiful strafing run, giving
that sub a methodical going over with
his machine guns. But as I followed
him in, I got some ‘AA’in my fuselage,
putting out my inter-plane communi-
cation and electrical systems and also
damaging the vertical fin of my plane
and the rudder. Everything hap-
pened so suddenly, and the damage to
my electrical system prevented the re-
lease of bombs on my first run.

“I pulled up and out for a second
attack, with my engine popping and
cutting out. Meanwhile, Sprague

was making another excellent strafing
run on the other sub. When I went
in on my second run, I got hit again
and the wing burst into flames. How-
ever, I made my ‘drop’ and looked
back to make sure my bombs exploded
in the proper place. The explosions,
which seemed to go off right under the
sub, covered it with water.

“My wing was now burning badly,
5o I dropped my remaining bombs and
made a water landing. It put out the
fire in the wing. I got out of the
plane and saw that the turret gunner,

ANTISUBMARINE FLEET SET UP

Organization of the Tenth Fleet, to
exercise unity of control over the
Navy’s war against the U-boat in the
Atlantie, was publicly announced last
month. It had been functioning se-
cretly for six months.

In addition to his other duties, Ad-
miral Ernest J. King, USN, comman-
der-in-chief of the U. 8. Fleet, and
chief of naval operations, retained the
immediate direction of antisubmarine
operations and is the Commander,
Tenth Fleet. Rear Admiral Francis S.
Low, USN, assistant chief of staff
(antisubmarine), U. S. Fleet, is chief
of staff of the Tenth Fleet.

The new fleet is assigned the fol-
lowing tasks: (1) destruction of U-
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boats, (2) protection of Allied ship-
ping in the sea frontiers concerned,
(3) support of other antisubmarine
forces operating in the Atlantic, (4)
control of conveys and shipping that
are U. S. responsibilities, and (5) cor-
relation of U. S. antisubmarine re-
search and personnel instruction.

The Tenth Fleet has four principal
divisions—operations, anti-submarine
measures, convoy and routing, and a
scientific council. Through this or-
ganization the Tenth Fleet makes
available latest information on anti-
submarine developments, intelligence,
training and operating procedures to
other Atlantic commands.

Official U. 8. Navy Photographs.

BORIE SURVIVORS bonor their dead—?27 officers
and men— at memorial services aboard the USS
Card. On the bridge, conducting the service over
the ship's loudspeaker system, is Lt. (jg) S. W. Bell
ChC, USN. Beside bim are Capt. Arnold ]. Isbell,
USN, commanding officer of the Card and (nearest
camera) Lieut. Comdr. (then Lieut.) Charles H.
Hutchins, USNR, commanding officer of the Borie.

O'Hagan (James H. O’'Hagan, AMMa3c,
USNR) was out all right, but saw no
sign of the radio operator, Downes
(John D. Downes, ACRM, us~r). I
swam into the plane to look for him,
but got only half way into the tunnel
when the plane sank. I looked up to
see Sprague going in for another at-
tack, and then O’Hagan and I got the
life raft inflated. I didn’t see or hear
Sprague again.”

After paddling their way through
the stricken U-boat’s oil slick, “so new
we could smell fresh oil,” Lieutenant
Sallenger and O'Hagan were spotted
by planes from the Card and picked
up by the Barry after spending seven
hours in the water,

Ensign Sprague, it was learned
later, saw his teammate’s plane go
down and persisted in his attack
against the remaining U-boat which
was using heavy caliber antiaircraft

guns. Badly hit by flak, Ensign
Sprague’s plane crashed into the
water. An extensive search was con-

ducted, but he was not found, and
both Ensign Sprague and Downes
are listed as “missing in action.”

‘While the total number of subma-
rine sinkings credited to Task Unit
21.14 cannot be disclosed, at least five
were definitely sunk in this three-day
period,



HOLD of medium-sized cargo vessel contains oil trucks
(left), ambulances, water supply truck (right). All
spaces between vebicles will be filled with broken

stowage.

—New York Daily News Photographs.
DECK of cargo vessel at an East Coast port carries
locomotive. Clearance between life raft past cab of
engine and the quarter-deck in fromt was four
inches.

The Navy Delivers the Goods

Convoy and Routing System Gets Through More Ships
— With More Goods for Allies — Than Ever Before

By HOWARD G. BARNES
Ensign, USNR
(On duty in the office of the port director,
Third Naval District).

From the moment a ship enters the
port, in fact from the moment she
leaves any other port bound for New
York, she becomes a candidate for a
convoy leaving New York. Dispatches
from ports of departure and advices
from the War Shipping Administration
and shipping agents keep the port di-
rector informed of future arrivals.
From such advance listings the port
director’s office makes up tentative con-
voy lists,

The list is subject to change until
sailing time. A ship may develop engi-
neering difficulties, may not be loaded
in time, may not arrive in New York
on schedule, may have crew difficulties,
or other troubles.

If the vessel requires repairs in New
York, these frequently can be made
while she is loading. Once repaired
and loaded, she moves away from her
pier (which is needed for another
loading job) to an anchorage desig-
nated for outgoing vessels. Meanwhile,
many things have been taking place in
the port director’s office.

The ship’s master has reported to a
convoy and routing officer, He has
turned in his old routing instructions
and other confidential papers of the
voyage just concluded. He has sub-
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The convoy and routing sys-
tem today is getting through
supplies to war fronts over the
world—getting through enough
and on time, The operating agent
within the Navy for convoy and
rouling activities is the port di-
rector. One of the busiest port
directors handles the Port of
New York, which at times has
cleared as much as 60 per cent
of the total shipping from the
U. 8. By 24 July, of 12,276 ships
that had sailed from New York
after Pearl Harbor, only a small
percent were sunk. This article
explains how New York forms
and sends out her convoys.

mitted information about his vessel:
her cargo, destination, speed, arma-
ment, special equipment for use in con-
voy, merchant crew, Navy gun crew,
draft, height of mainmast, speed, and
many other things.

The information has been examined
and classified, the vessel’s fitness for
inclusion in convoy has been deter-
mined, and she has been placed in the
convoy for which she is best suited and
which will take her to her port of
destination.

Then the convoy and routing officer
sets out to solve the problem of the

formation of the convoy, its shape and
size, and the location of each ship in it.

He weighs all the factors that make
for the desirability of placing each
ship in her particular spot in the con-
voy formation. He plans the forma-
tion of ships to make it least vulner-
able to submarine attack.

Before sailing, the master of each
vessel attends a master’s departure
conference. Presided over by the port
director or his routing officer, the con-
ference is attended by the commodore
of the convoy (who will be responsible
for the internal discipline and maneu-
vering of the convoy) and the com-
mander of the escort group (respon-
sible for the safety of the convoy and
escort).

Every smallest detail pertinent to
the convoy, its organization and de-
portment is discussed by the presiding
officer. Questions by the masters are
answered. The commodore and escort
commander give final instructions.

Each master attending the confer-
ence gets a sealed envelope containing
sailing orders, a schedule of departure
of all ships in the convoy and a series
of minute instructions covering many
possible contingencies, a diagram of
the convoy formation, the communica-
tion plan, instructions for procedure
in case his vessel straggles (becomes
separated from the convcy), a detailed
description of the approaches to all




History Footnote

Convoys were used in the last
World War, but they were never
operated on the huge scale of
present operations. Although the
origin of convoys is obscure, the
Romans and Phoenicians prob-
ably employed the technique dur-
ing their great campaigns in the
Mediterranean.

ports the vessel is scheduled to enter,
as well as those she might enter should
she straggle.

One highly important operation cov-
ered in the conference is the departure
or sortie of the vessels in the convoy.
Because of the large area covered by
New York harbor, because of the many
different locations at which ships in-
cluded in a single convoy may be
found, and because of the great num-
ber of ships to go in one convoy, a de-
tailed schedule for the departure of
each vessel is worked out.

Each ship is assigned a specific time
for weighing anchor. or undocking.

To assist pilots and masters in
reaching the ocean rendezvous point
according to schedule, a number of ref-
erence points en route are designated
with the times each vessel should pass
each point to arrive at the rendezvous
on time and in proper order to form
up according to plan.

Shore-based patrol planes and/or
blimps have been in the air from the
moment the first vessel has left the
harbor. They sweep ahead of and
around the convoy searching for enemy
submarines or surface vessels, pre-

pared to deal with them relentlessly.
When the completely
formed up at the rendezvous point, the

convoy is

commodore gives the signal for the
convoy to proceed and it moves off as
a body at the designated speed.

An important activity is the proper
use of communications, Very efficient
and highly detailed communications
systems for convoy and independently
routed ships have been devised so that
ships anywhere may have proper com-
munication with shore authorities as
well as with other United Nations
ships. The system permits ships to ob-
serve the maximum precautions in
maintaining radio silence and yet ob-
tain the most complete coverage pos-
sible in being warned of danger.

The convoy route will have consid-
ered latest reports on submarine activ-
ities, weather conditions, ice fields, all
hydrographic matters. To assist in
routing, a planning room is maintained
in the port director’s office which
shows the general situation in the
ocean to be traversed for a period of
three days, as well as the enemy sub-
marine situation for the current day
and two days previous.

The object of every routing officer
is to send convoys (and independently
routed ships) through waters where
the enemy is not or where he is likely
not to be when the convoy gets there.
He must pool a knowledge of shipping,
submarine tacties, seamanship and
navigation to make his predictions
right. In addition, he must furnish
straggler routes and diversion routes
for convoys whose routes are threat-
ened by enemy action,

The port director responsible for
making up a convoy must be, in es-
sence, a shipping company executive

—New York Daily News Photograph,

IN PORT, deck of vessel is packed with planes.
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Personnel

Today the naval personnel en-
gaged in convoy work, and in
activities directly related thereto,
exceeds by far the total person-
nel in the U. 8. Navy and Naval
Reserve before Pearl Harbor.

as well as a naval officer. He must be
thoroughly conversant with many
diverse activities within the Navy, as
well as those governmental agencies
directly coneerned with the shipping
business. He must be a diplomat, a
good seaman to command the respect
of the merchant masters with whom
he deals, and a good executive to oil
the machinery of the large organiza-
tion required in convoy and routing.

The Axis has straddled our shipping
lanes with super-sub-
marines, wolf packs, surface raiders
and air armadas; the Axis has sunk
ships, many laden with valuable war
cargoes., But the significant fact is
that from Iceland to Guadaleanal, our
forces have been and are being sup-
plied. At first there were quantities
sufficient for holding actions; now
there are quantities to permit the nec-
essary tremendous reserves of stores,
munitions and equipment for offensive
action, Besides all this, the United
States helps to feed, clothe and supply
a large percentage of U. S. armed
foreces in the British Isles, North
Africa, China and Russia. Behind all
this, behind North Afrieca, Stalingrad,
Munda, Sicily, Italy, Kiev, behind
thousands of less spectacular actions
paving the road to victory, behind all
this stands the convoy and routing
system.

submarines,

—Time, Inc,, Photograph.

AT SEA, convoy gunners sight at patrol plane.

-
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SPECIAL SECTION * WAR ANNIVERSARY

Looking for trouble, a destroyer's guns point up-
ward in a businesslike V symbolic of the Navy's
second year cf war—a year that saw an end to
"defense" and a beginning of the #raditional "seek
out and desfroy.” the launching of new offensives on
both sides of the earth. It is in one of these, Sa-
lerno, that this destroyer stands by, protecting the
Amphibs as they make their beachhead on the dis-

tant shore . . . the Amphibs who made history in
a year of taking the war to the enemy. Elsewhere
too the Navy was making history, and in the 16-page
section which follows you will see some of it gath-
ered together . . . the men and the ships and
the heroes, the maps and the campaigns and the
results . . . set down for your interest and record,
as part of the perspective of history's greatest war.




The Navy abruptly changed roles as
America entered its second year at
war. On the morning of 1 December
1942 it dispersed a Japanese fleet off
Guadalcanal in what was to be the
Navy’s last purely defensive action.
From that point on the Navy was
transformed into a crushing offensive
force, operating in four major theaters
and several lesser ones. %ﬁ

The Navy spearheaded invasions in
the Mediterranean, Pacific and Gulf of
Alaska. It seized initiative and control
in the Atlantic. It was a powerful
offensive support as the Allies cap-
tured and recaptured territories on
both sides of the globe. It developed
its newborn strength in manpower and
equipment to a point unprecedented in
history. It girded itself for future
offensives while still engaged in earlier
ones,

High points of mass naval action
during the year were the carefully
rehearsed invasions of Sicily and Italy.
These utilized all known and some new
methods of seaborne attack. Of the
3,266 ships which bore down on Sicily
in the dawn of 10 July, more than
1,500 were U. S. naval vessels. They
ranged from cruisers to small landing
eraft, from familiar ships of the line
to new amphibious “ugly ducklings.”
They were manned by 40,000 officers
and men who had spent months of
specialized training at home bases and
in north Afriea.

The Sicilian invasion was the final
test for the later invasion of Italy
proper, It was a masterpiece of timing
and coordination, Part of the fleet was
transported across the Atlantic. Other
sections converged from widely sepa-
rated ports and bases. Upon reaching
the invasion points, these fleets found
that minesweeping and preliminary
assignments had been carried out to
the letter by still other units.

From the naval standpoint, the in-
vasion was a triumph for the new
types of landing craft. It was the

Navy Takes

Navy's first test-under-fire for these
completely offensive seagoing weapons.

One of the initial waves of U. S.
troops was transported entirely across
the Mediterranean by hundreds of
landing craft. They were escorted only
by PC’s and SC’s, small sub chasers
and patrol craft which sometimes
showed half their bottoms as they
leaped and rolled. Experienced officers
marveled at the seamanship displayed
by the crews, many of whom had
never seen an ocean a year previously.

Some of the new landing craft laid
their own smokescreens and launched
their own planes, innovations which
made naval history. Quickly established
units speedily repaired and salvaged
damaged eraft without removing them
from the battle zones. Operational
losses were at a minimum. Within 48
hours the original landing fleet made
a round trip to Africa, returning
loaded to the gunwales with men and
materials.

Meanwhile, the Navy had three other
duties. It protected the landing forces
from surface and undersea attack,
maintained antiaircraft protection and
supported the troops ashore with long-
range barrages.

This invasion process was repeated
on an even more extensive scale at
Salerno on 9 September. Again the
Navy was a major part of an Allied
fleet which *“covered 1,000 square
miles.” In the face of bitter opposition,
the Amphibs came of age—and the
Navy found work for each and every
variety of its vessels and specially
trained men.

The heavy cruisers and bigger ships
stood offshore and poured barrages
onto the Nazi troops dug into the hills
above the beach. Planes catapulted
from fighting ships and launched from
carriers strafed and bombed enemy
positions. On every ship the ack-ack
guns shared in the toll taken of attack-
ing German planes.

Meanwhile, the landing craft dis-
gorged their men and cargoes on the

JAPANESE SHIP LOSSES SINCE PEARL HARBOR

CEITE

the Offensive

bloody beach. The bows of the big
LSTs swung open. Tanks and cars
rolled forth to support infantry and
machine-gun units. The low, armored
LCIs ran a gantlet of withering de-
fensive fire to reinforce beleaguered
positions with fresh troops. After a
few bitter days, the beachhead was
irrevocably established.

But the Navy’s job by no means
ended with the establishment of invad-
ing forces. Each American soldier
landed in the African and Italian cam-
paigns needed one and one-half ton:
of supplies per month to keep him
going after the initial equipment of
10 tons per man was ashore. On a
busy day, the Allied air forces in the
Mediterranean may use as much as
1,500,000 gallons of high-octane gaso-
line, all of which must be convoyed in
tankers.

So, as the American armies strike
closer and closer to the “European
fortress,” the Navy continues a vital
offensive force in every land action.

In the southwest Pacifie, the year
also was one of almost continuous of-
fensive aection. Striking ever north-
ward, the Navy attacked the Russell
islands and Arundel, in the Solomons,
and took Nanumea, south of Hawaii.
Naval vessels carried and landed the
soldiers and marines who have wrested
the central Solomon islands from the
Japs. Navy planes joined Allied air
forces to blast incessantly the Jap
bases on the “ladder to Tokyo.”

Latest offensive is the Gilberts land-
ing begun 20 November.

In twelve months the Navy has
done its part in eliminating the Japs
from the central Solomons. The
Jap stronghold at Rabaul was being
hastily reinforced last month as Allied
leaders predicted that it would of-
fer bitter resistance but wasg clearly
doomed. Rabaul is the last Jap strong-
hold in the area. To the north, across
an expanse of ocean which will even-
tually occupy the Navy, lies the Jap
island base of Truk.

During the first year of war the
Navy had revealed some of the sur-
prises it had in store for Tojo. The
South Dakota, previously identified
only as “Battleship X,” had blasted 32
Jap planes from the skies in one en-
gagement and had sunk three cruisers
off Savo island in another (see IN-
FORMATION BULLETIN, February 1943,
p. 2). This indicated that bigger,
newer and tougher fighting machines
had arrived in the Pacific.

During the second year of war,
another nasty jolt for the Japs was
the appearance of the Helleat fighter
plane developed by Grumman aircraft
engineers.

This “big brother” of the famed
Grumman Wildcat made its appearance



E)FEGI;QEEA SE IN SINKINGS

SHIPS BY SUBMAR

CHART SHOWS ANNOUNCED SINKINGS BY ALL AXIS
SUSMAWINES IN ALL SEAS N FIRST || MONTHE
OF SECOND YEAR OF WAR. EACH FIGURE REPRE-
SENTS ONE SHIP. -

over Marcus island on 1 September
and downed 21 Zeros against a loss

of two Helleats. After one or two
more engagements the plane officially
was reported as having shown marked
superiority to the Jap fighters.

In July, a naval battle in the Kula
gulf followed the 1943 pattern of vie-
tory. The Japs lost five eruisers and
eight destroyers. This battle cost us
the 9,700-ton cruiser Helena (see story
on page 24 of this issue). The Navy
doggedly continued offensive tactics
and sweeps in the Northern Solomons.
It turned its searching eye everywhere
for Jap troop and supply shipments,
blasting and cutting at these shipping
lines. Before the summer was over it
was evident that the Jap fleet was
losing its taste for naval battle.

By last month, as the siege of Rabaul
impended, Navy leaders in the Pacifie
were openly inviting the Jap fleet to
come out and fight.

“I hope they do come out,” said Ad-
miral Halsey. “We're ready to give
them everything we've got.”

In the far north, the Navy also did
its share in removing a Japanese thorn
when the last Jap garrisons were
slaughtered or driven from the Aleu-
tian islands.

For months previous to actual in-
vasion, naval planes blasted the islands
of Kiska and Attu. Navy ships added
their heavy guns to the almost con-
stant bombardment, softening resist-
ance to the scheduled invasions. These
preliminary attacks were executed
under the most difficult conditions.
Heavy blankets of fog made observa-
tion and reconnaissance dangerous and
often impossible. Wind, rain, sleet and
ice usually were present in a variety of
combinations.

After six months of this sort of
bombardment, however, the Navy
landed U. 8. troops on Attu on 11
May. In a bitter struggle the Jap
troops were practically annihilated.
Outflanked, the enemy on Kiska sought

to evacuate by submarine and trans-
port. To quote Rear Admiral Thomas
C. Kincaid:

“We got quite a few. Enough to
make it hurt.”

Meanwhile, the Navy was carrying
on another offensive in the Pacific.
The latest results of this running
action only recently were made known.
This widespread offensive is our con-
stantly growing submarine campaign
against Japanese merchant shipping in
all parts of the Pacific.

Figures announced in November put
the total of Japanese vessels sunk or
damaged by U. S. submarines at 490.
American subs have crept close enough
to the Japanese shores to send tor-
pedoes into harbor targets, and on at
least one occasion a U. 8. sub shelled
a coastal town on the Japanese islands
proper,

The second year of the Battle of
the Atlantic also had a brighter aspect
than its forerunner. From shipyards
on the home front came new weapons
to combat U-boats. These soon proved
their deadly efficiency.

The new Navy weapons included
the destroyer escort, a fast, small, de-
structive ship able to scout and skirt
around a convoy like a well-trained
sheep dog. New-type blimps gave con-
voys a protective overhead “eye.” So
good was this aerial protection and
the threat of stationary depth-charge
bombing that the Navy announced that
not a single merchantman had been
lost from any convoy which had blimp
protection. Converted merchantmen
became “escort carriers” which pro-
vided uninterrupted aerial protection
for the entire crossing of the Atlantic,

The success of these antidotes to
submarine attack can best be illus-
trated by the figures (see pictograph
above for monthly sinkings of U. S.
ships). In July, Secretary Knox was
able to announce that not a single
Allied merchant ship had been sunk in
the north Atlantic in three months,
In May, June and July at least 90
U-boats were sunk. Last month it was
revealed that 60 more Nazi raiders had
been destroyed during August, Sep-
tember and October,

Meanwhile, our announced Atlantic
merchant shipping losses had dropped
from 31 last December to three in
October 1943. The back of the U-boat
campaign appeared to be broken.

But the problems of merchant ship-
ping continue to form an enormous
naval responsibility. The U. 8. is ship-
ping food and equipment to at least
32 different fronts, some of them 17,000
miles from the point of origin. Apart
from military needs, the U. 8. and
Great Britain are transporting be-
tween 40,000 and 50,000 tons of sup-

n Its Second Year of Global War

plies monthly for ecivilians in north
Africa alone. Coal and oil products
average another 40,000 tons monthly.
Locomotives also are being shipped.
Among these are special five-foot-
gauge locomotives destined for the re-
captured Russian rail lines.

All these supplies must run the
gantlet of German submarines, mines
and aircraft.

On the home front, the year found
naval production keeping pace with
offensive progress at sea. By midsum-
mer a §$5,300,000,000 shipbuilding pro-
gram had been completed. Some 15,000
new naval craft had slid down the
ways, with more to come,

Such was the unprecedented growth
of the Navy during the second year of
war (INFORMATION BULLETIN, Novem-
ber 1943, p. 2) that by September
Secretary Knox was able to announce
that our Navy was the greatest in the
history of the world. Today it com-
prises more than 14,000 vessels and
18,000 planes. By the end of another
year of warfare, it was announced, the
Navy will have an unprecedented total
of 41,179 vessels.

Operating this huge new force on
all faces of the globe, the Navy found
itself faced with problems of global
maintenance and salvage. Today ships
of the line get new parts, repairs and
replacements in stations thousands of
miles from home drydocks. Parts and
machinery are assembled at advance
bases. If such a base hasn’t what a
crippled ship needs at the moment,
that part is soon delivered.

Also, special salvage and reclama-

GROWTH IN

NAVY MANPOWER

3I1DEC.1943 (AS PLANNED)

EACH FIGURE REPRESENTS
ABOUT 325,000 OFFIGERS
AND ENLISTED PERSONNEL.

INFORMATION BULLETIN PICTOGRAPH
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Silent victory:

tion crews were established on far-
flung shores. These units assemble
stock piles of spare parts which are
utilized for on-the-spot repairs.

As the year drew to a close, still
another new type of patrol craft was
under construection in home yards. This
is the PCE—patrol craft escort. These
are big brothers of the sleek PC's and,
while slower, will be more heavily
armed and armored. Under construc-
tion also are the new PCS’s, a mod-

PLANE LOSSES

(APPROXIMATE RATI0)

U.S.NAVY

-,

—Time, Inc., Photograph.

The convoys that go through don't make beadlines.

ernized and streamlined adaptation of
the 136-foot wooden minesweepers.

The war was fought in the naval
laboratories, also, and the year brought
an answer to one age-old problem for
survivors. A simple and effective
method of making sea water safe to
drink was perfected. The equipment
consists of two chemical compounds
and four plastic bags. Eventually it
will be standard equipment for every
lifeboat and raft.

The Navy's personnel also grew
apace with other progress. The end of
the year will find personnel at a mew
high of 201,000 officers and 2,093,000
men. These figures represent seven
times as many men as formed the com-
plement of the Navy at the outbreak of
hostilities. (See chart on preceding
page).

On its first birthday, 30 July, the
Women’s Reserve proudly pointed to
its 27,000 members. It is aiming at
48 000 this year and a total of 78,000
next year.

Also in July, almost 80,000 V-12 stu-
ents reported to 131 colleges through-
out the mation to launch the biggest
educational operation of its kind in
history. Today, the Navy is training
every three months a new force of
fighting men as big as the entire Navy
of 1939.

With the Navy accepting for the
first time great numbers of men in-

ducted through Selective Service, the
physical requirements were revised.
The vast increase of personnel brought
many new problems.

To make the most of its manpower,
the Navy inaugurated a program of
scientific selection and classification.
Full information is now ecollected on
every new man and he is placed where
he is best fitted to do a good job. A
careful check on his development is ex-
pected to vitally increase overall effi-
ciency (INFORMATION BULLETIN, Oc-
tober 1943, p. 2).

The expansion of the Navy also
brought a need for new ratings and
revision of old ratings. These were
put in effect recently (see INFORMA-
TION BULLETIN of November 1943,
p. 72).

As Selective Service dipped deeper
and deeper into the nation’s manpower,
family allowances were increased. A
public law which became effective 1
November materially expanded gov-
ernment allowances to service person-
nel with dependents. It also broadened
dependency claims (INFORMATION BUL-
LETIN of November 1943, p. 75).

On all fronts and at home, at sea
and ashore, the Navy speed cone wa«x
drawing ecloser and closer to “Full
Ahead” as America marked the end of
its second year at war.



U.S. NAVAL VESSELS LOST IN WAR

The following is an alphabetical list (as of 20 November
1943) of U. S. warships and naval vessels announced since 7
December 1941 as sunk, destroyed to prevent capiure, or over-
due and presumed to be lost.

Name and Type Action

Aaron Ward, destroyer......... Bombed, Guadalcanal, Sept. 1943
Acacia, C. G. cutter.......... Shelled by sub, Caribbean, March 1942
Alexander Hamilton, C. G. cutter..........Torpedoed off Iceland
Amberjack, submarine....... . ....Pacific surface action
Argonaut, submarine... Pami' ic, destroycd to prevent capture
Arizona, battleship..............At Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941
Asheville, patrol VESSEL...mereesseemenseseeeee Java sea, presumed lost
Astoria, heavy cruiser............ Guadalcanal October 1942
At!:mm, heavy cruiser. Battle of Guadalcanal, Nov. 1942
Barton, destrover... ressesranenness LOrpedoed at Guadalcanal
Beatty, destroyer.... nderwater explosion, Mediterranean

Benham, destroyer............... P — Jap cruisers, Guadalcanal
Bittern, minesweeper....Destroyed at Bataan to prevent capture
Biltie, QeStIOVEr. . cicuvnmviniorssssusssnssinesasanin .Undisclosed Pacific action

Borie, destrover......
Bristol, destroyer..
Buck, destroyer.......

......... By USN after Atlantic sub battie
.Underwater explosion, Mediterranean
.Underwater explosion, Mediterranean

(.armjws, sub tender R «...Destroyed at Bataan
Cassin, destroyer........ At Pear! Harbor, 7 December 1941
Chevalier, desStroyer.........ccmuvevrrerrsvsiores Battle for Bougainville

Chicago, heavy cruiser...

weenne. Torpedo planes, Guadalcanal
Colboun, transport....

At Guadalcanal, 5 September 1942

Cushing, destroyer.....uuuiaereasaseses Guadalcanal surface action
Cythera, patrol vessel. S i eie Lost off Aleutians
De Haven, destroyer.....aenione. Surface action at Savo Island
Dewey Drydock, floating dock............... weeDestroyved at Bataan
Dorado, submarine........cccveunn.. PR —— Action undiscloszd
Downes, destroyer.... carl Harbor 7 December 1941
Duncan, destroyer......couecceviiversvsseessssssns {.Battle of Savo Island
Edsall, destroyer......cceccerveenn weeernenneJava Sea, presumed lost
Edward Rutledge, transport................Torpedoed at Casablanca
Escanaba, C. G. cutter......Undisclosed action in North Adantic
Finch, minesweepet..... wue.Bombed at Corregidor
Gannet, tug........ < ..By sub in Atlantic

~.Bombed at Guadalcanal
..Pacific surface action
Gu.iddluxnal surface battle
.............. Action undisclosed
.In Pacific, presumed lost
....Und:sclosed Kula Gulf action

..Torpedoed at Midway
.....,..Battle of Kula Gulf
......... e Battle for Bougainville
..Destroyed by USN after Battle of

Santa Cruz Islands

George F. Elliott, uansport .....
Grampus, submarme
Gregory, transport.......
Grenadier, submarine.....
Grunion, submarine..
Guwin, destroyer.........
Hammann, destroyer...
Helena, light cruiser...
Henley, destroyer.........
Hornet, aircraft carrier.....,

Houston, heavy €ruiser............ sy Java sea, presumed lost
" Hugh L. Scott, transport....... By submarines at Casablanca
Ingrabam, destroyer' ................. e Atlantic collision
Jacob Jones, destroyer. b L B}' subs in Atlantic
Jarvis, destroyer.......... Bombed at Guadalcanal, Sept., 1942

sssee B}' torpedoes, Guadalcanal
............. By subs at Rabat
............ Battle of Guadalcanal
..At Guadalcanal, March 1943

Jobn Penn, cargo transport...
Joseph Hughes, :ransport....‘
Junean, light cruiser.......

* Kanawha, tanker...

Laffey, destroyer.....ccccoveuirummremraicienns By pianes at Guadalcanal
Langley, seaplane tender. wveerrnnne-. Battle of Java sea
Leedstown, IransPoOrt. e emicsisssssisereesonees By subs at Algiers
Lexington, aircraft carrier... ...Torpedoed in Coral sea
Little, transport.......ceeesseeens -.Undisclosed Solomons action
Luzon, river gunboat.....cueesinsaiinn Destroyed at Corregidor
MeCawley, transport........ou... By subs, planes at Kolombangara
McKean, destroyer-transport... .By aircraft off Bougainville
Maddox, destroyer...c...ciimmueiainiici e isnrenions By planes at Sicily
Meredith, destroyer........ .Unknown Solomons action
Mindanao, patrol vessel........cvvnnnnn Bombed at Corregidor

Bactle for Guadalcanal
.......... Atlantic collision
nknown Atlantic action
i ....Destroyed at Bataan
.,Unknown North Atlantic action
.Undisclosed Mediterranean action
...Undisclosed South Pacific action
...Torpedoed in undisclosed action
...Battle of Coral sea
y planes in South Pacific
...Battle of Guadalcanal

Monssen, destroyer.............
Moonstone, patrol craft...
Muskegat, C. G. cutter.........
Napa, tug
Natsek, C. G. cutter.
Naunset, tug...
Navajo, tug
Neches, oiler...
P N goslm, oiler........ ki
Niagara, auxlllar} patrol........
Northampton, heavy cruiser........
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U. S. and Japanese Ship Losses*

Probably
Sunk Lost Total

U.S. Jap U.S. Jap U.S.** Jap

Battleships 1 2 0 0 1 2
Aireraft Carriers 4 6 0 1 4 ki
Cruisers 8§ 24 I 4 9 28
Destroyers 33 62 4 18 38 80
Submarines 2 6 11 1 14 i
Others 52 126 4 16 63 142
Totals 100 226 20 40 129 266

* Figures are those announced in Navy Depart-
ment communiques in 23 months from 7 December
1941. Japanese losses include some inflicted by Marine
Corps and Army forces.

#* 1. 8. totals include a destroyer, a submarine and
seven other craft destroyed to prevent capture.

Name and Type Action

Oahbu, Patrol vessel........coueuuue. wensxeamamany Destroyed at Corregidor
O'Brien, destroyer..... coveene.Undisclosed Solomons action
PC 496, sub chaser..... Underwater explosion in Mediterranean

PC 694, sub chaser...
PC 696, sub chaser...
Peary, destroyer........
Pecos, oiler......ounnnn...
Penguin, minesweeper.
Perch, submarine.........
Pickerel, submarine..
Pigeon, minesweeper...
Pillsbury, destroyer.....
Plymouth, gunboat...
Pollux, cargo vessel..
Pope, destroyer...
Porier, destroyer....
Preston, destroyer...............
PT 34, motor torpedo boat. ...Grounded in Philippines
D o b e e e ...Destroyed in Philippines
PT (no ?mmberj .................. S rbsattesn In Pacific, presumed lost
PT (no number) .......... ...Guadalcanal patrol, December 1942
PT (no number) . ...Guadalcanal patrol, December 1942
PT (no number) . ...Guadalcanal patrol, December 1942
PT (no number) . ...Guadalcanal patrol, December 1942
Quail, minesweeper.. ...Destroyed at Corregidor
Quincy, heavy cruiser...... ...Battle of Guadalcanal

...By planes in Mediterranean
..By plancs in Mediterranean
.......... e Battle of Java sea
................................... In Java sea
Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941
..Southwest Paaﬁc, presumed lost
......... cessesnenneeeedndisclosed action
Destroyed at Corregidor
.Unknown action in Bali Strait
....Surface battle in Bali Strait
...Grounded at Newfoundland
.....Unknown action off Java
........ Battle of Guadalcanal
....... .Battle of Guadalcanal

R-12, submarine............ rtirsre Action unknown

Redwing, sub rescue vessel. - Underwater explosion, Medi-
terranean

Rowan, destroyer............ Underwater explosion, Italian waters

Runner, submarine.......c.wvmninscrnrsnenecAction unknown

§-26, submarine... ..Action unknown
Sealion, submarine
Seminole, tug............ B}r destmyers at Tulagi
Sentinel, mmtsweep:_r Undezwatcr explosion at Sicily
Shark, submarine... ....Pacific action, presumed lost
Sims, destmyer ....... A Battle of Coral sea
Skill, minelayer.. s Underwater explosion at Salerno
Stewart, destroyer..............Destroyed at Surabaya, March 1942
Strong, destroyer...... u .Torpedoed off New Georgia
Sturtevant, destroyer... Underwater explosion in Atlantic
Tanager, minesweeper...... = ...Destroyed at Corregidor
Tasker H. Bliss, transport ..... By subs at Casablanca
Tridon; submasine ... .. aiiaiciiiimmssnsimosmsinoss Presumed lost

Truxtun, destroyer... «eeee.Grounded at Newfoundland
Utab, target ship.... o Pearl Harbor, 7 December 1941
Vincennes, heavy crmser .......................... Battle of Guadalcanal
Wake, river gunboat.......ccceeeeereiinsressmsssnnsennd Captured at Bataan

. ..Battle of Guadalcanal
B} dcpth charges Aleutian islands
...By subs in South Pacific
....Foundered in Atlantic
Yorktown, aircraft carrier... ......Bombed at Midway
Y P-389, fishing craft... . Shelled by Atlantic sub
Unnamed, small harbor AL Shelled in Tulagi harbor

W alke, destroyer.........
W asmuth, minesweeper..
Wasp, aircraft carrier.....
Wilcox, C. G. patrol.....




This war, because it is the
greatest in history and has in-
volved more naval personnel than
all our previous wars combined,
has produced untold thousands of
heroes., American men, plunged
into war, have fought as always
with the courage that built a na-
tion from the wilderness.

Listing—even acknowledging—
all these heroes has become almost
impossible. But through the past
two years certain deeds have stood
out so much that the country has
awarded these heroes its highest
possible recognition.

Here are the forty-one men of
the Navy, Coast Guard and Ma-
rine Corps—from Pearl Harbor,
Guadaleanal, Fedala and all the
other battle scenes — who have
been awarded the Medal of Honor.

JOHN D. BULKELEY
Lieutenant Commander, USN
His PT boats terrorized
Jap shipping, aircraft.

Killed

1 -
§
1

i

|

|

FRANCIS C. FLAHERTY
Ensign, USNR

Died holding light for men
to escape as ship was sinking,

attacked,

HOWARD W. GILMORE
Commander, USN
Ordered his suhmarine down
as he lay wounded on deck.
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DANIEL J, CALLAGHAN
Rear Admival, USN
directing rout of
Jap fleet larger than his,

RICHARD E. FLEMING
i Captain, USMC

Diriving a blazing ship, he
then

WILLIAM EDWARD HALL
Licutenant (vg), USNR
Hit one carrier; later he
helped destroy 3 aircraft.

The U. 8. Marine Corps claims
thirteen of these heroes, two of
whom are dead; the U. 8. Coast
Guard: one man, dead. Of the
remaining twenty-geven, from the
regular Navy or Naval Reserve,
eighteen are dead; two are miss-
ing.

Many stories of their deeds
have been written, but none of
them can describe the wvalor of
these heroces more clearly than the
statute providing for the medal
itself: “That the President of the
United States be . . . authorized

to present in the name of Con-
gress, a medal of honor to any per-
son who .. . shall . .. distinguish
himself eonspicuously by gallantry
and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of
duty. . .”

GEORGE H. CANNON
First Lieutenant, USMC

Wounded by hostile fire, he
organizing his

died

post.

;

/

JOSEPH JACOB FOSS
Major, USMCR
Hits split enemy mid-air;

crashed. his score shows 23 planes.

EDWIN J. HILL
Chicf Boatswain, USN
In helping weigh anchor
he was bombed overboard.

KENNETH D. BAILEY
Major, USM(
Fighting hand to hand with
the enemy, he lost his life.

HAROLD W. BAUER
Licutenant Colonel, USMC
Shot a homber, 4 fighters;
fuel exhausted, shot 4 more.

MERRITT A. EDSON
Colonel, USMC
Defended his ridge in face
of vicious enemy thrusts.

SAMUEL G. FUQUA
Lieutenant Commander, USN
Directed fire, rescue work
despite intense strafings.

HERBERT C. JONES
Ensign, USNR
Mortally wounded; refusing
aid, he sent men to safety,

JOHN BASILONE
Sergeant, USMC
Risked life to bring up
shells under enemy fire.

MERVYN S. BENNION
Captain, USN
Bearing a mortal wound, his
concern was for his ship.

JOHN WILLIAM FINN
(now) Liewtenant (fg), USN
Painfully wounded, exposed
te fire, he stood by guns.

ROBERT E. GALER
Major, USMC
At 25,000 feet, he scored
on 11 bombers and fighters,

REINHARDT J. KEPPLER
Boatsieain's Mate lr, USK
Mortally wounded, fought
fire till he collapsed.
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ISAAC C. KIDD

Rear Admiral, USN
His ship an open target, he
remained on bridge till hit.

s

cloqmg hulkludd w.Ll\-w.

DONALD K. ROSS
Ensign, USN
Twice overcome by dynamo
smoke, he held his station,

BRUCE McCANDLESS
Commander, USN
Critically wounded, he
led task force to victory.

DOUGLAS A. MUNRO
Signalman, 1c USCG
He gave his life to shield
marine party from Jap fire,

EDWARD H. O'HARE
Lientenant, USN
Attacking at close range he
shot 5 bombers, hit sixth,

MITCHELL PAIGE
First Lieutenant, USMC
Delayed, then reversed Jap
assault by manning guns.

JOHN J. POWERS
Lientenant, USN
“ . .if 1 have to lay it on
thur flight deck.” He did.

HERBERT E. SCHONLAND
Commander, USN

As C.0., worked in fluoded

ecmpartment to save ship.

JAMES E. SWETT
Captain, USMC
led 4 planes against Jap’s
15; result; 7 Nips downed.

JAMES R.

WARD

Seaman, First Class, USN
Held a light for shipmates
while ship was abandoned,

CLYDE THOMASON
Sergeant, TSMCR
Entered Jap hideout alone;
later died leading assault.

CASSIN YOUNG
Captain. USN
Blown into oil-burning sea,
he returned to guide ship.

MILTON E. RICKETTS
Licutenant, USN
Dying from wounds, he tried
to prevent spreading fires.

THOMAS J. REEVES
Chief Radioman, USN
Hoists damaged, he passed
ammunition through fire,

ROBERT R. SCOTT
Motor Mach, Mate, Ic, USN
Compressor station bmnht‘d.
he stayed to save shipmates,

NORMAN A. SCOTT
Rear Adwmiral, USN

Killed
operations

directing close-range
off Guadaleanal.

NO PHOTO-
GRAPH 18
AVAILABLE
but on page 46
appears a story
which pictures
him better than
any photograph

could ever do.

PETER TOMICH A. A. VANDERGRIFT

Chief Water Tender, USN Lieutenant General, USMC
plﬂll protecting  equipment Commanded our forces in
in damaged engine plant. first months on Guadalcanal.

ALBERT HAROLD ROOKS
Captain, USN

Withstanding five attacks,

he returned; sank cruiser.

JOHN L. SMITH
Major, USMC
In 26 days: 16 Jap planes;
his squadron’s record: B83.

i

F. VAN VALKENBURGH

Captain. USN
On bridge to direct abandon
of ship, until hit by homb.

to personnel of foreign nations:

Navy Cross.. coseesceeess
Distinguished Service Medal e
Legion of Merit.....
Silver Star Medal........

Air Medal.......

Total ...

NAVY HONORS 6,031 FOR HEROISM

Medals awarded to date by the Navy during the current war
to personnel of the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Army and

Medal of Honor. ...........coovun..

Distinguished Flying Cross...............

Navy and Marine Corps Medal e

A |

ereeeiee. 1,205
et B
........... .. 432
e eee. 1462
............. 817
: . 1,357
e .. 636
R 6,031
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January: Stalingrad made graveyard of Nazi offensive.

SPECIAL

: Bombers

+ Aerial photos show 15

: British

: Russians

: 88 Chicago sunk by Japs.

: Axis
: Fighting at Stalingrad ceases.
: Navy

: Japs admit loss of Guadalcanal

* SE_(;T!Q_:N -

A

DECEMBER 1942

Navy sinks nine Jap ships near Gua-
daleanal,

: Nazis recapture Tebourba, 20 miles

west of Tunis,

from Middle East bomb
Naples in first U. 8. attack on Italy.
French war-
ships still afloat at Toulon. Dakar,
French West Africa, opened to Allies,
Eighth Army launches new
North African drive at 181 Agheila,
MacArthur's troops occupy Buna vil-
lage, New Guinea,

: Bighth Army takes Nofilia, 90 miles

west of El Agheila,

: Red Army launches offensive between

Voronezh and Stalingrad.

: Blockbusters rain on Munich.
: 1. 8. heavy bombers raid Walke.
: . 8.

troops have reached Dakar,
Admiral Darlan, high commissioner
of French North Africa, assassinated,

: General Giraud succeeds Darlan.
: Red Army recaptures Kotelnikov, 90

miles southwest of Stalingrad.

JANUARY 1943

: Russiang recapture Velikiye Luki.
: Three Jap

destrovers are set afire

in air raid on Rabaul.

+ 10, 8 Fifth Army in Africa activated

under Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark., Navy
shells Munda. U. 8. planes bomb Jap
ships at Kiska.

Nazis admit falling back before Rus-
sian offensives and “shortening de-
fense lines."

President Roosevelt and Prime Minis-
ter Churchill meet in Casgablanca.
assert 1,500 Nazi soldiers
are starving and dying of exposure
daily in siege of Stalingrad.

: Australians take Sanananda, in New

Guinea. Russians lift Leningrad siege.
British destroyers sink 14 Axis ships
in Mediterranean. Chile breaks rela-
tions with Axis.

+ Tripoli falls to British Eighth Army.
: Casablanca

conference ends. FDR

says Allies will demand “uncondi-
tional surrender” of Axis.
: Fortresses, Liberators attack mnaval

bases at Wilhelmshaven and Emden
in first U. 8. raid on Germany proper.
Russians
capture Maikop, Caucasus oil center.

: Moscow announces destruetion of the

Nazi Sixth Army at Stalingrad.
FEBRUARY 1943

North African forces
UU. 8. at Faid Pass.

repulse

Rus-
sians put German losses at 500,000,
reports that sporadic sea and
air battles continue near Guadﬁlc:ma!i
an
Buna, New Guinea.

Dwight D, Eisenhower elevated to full
general, given supreme command of
Allies in North Africa.

~—Press Association Photograph.
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Chronology of Action on A

14:

15:

8-4:

T
10:

v
on

18

20:

: Jap

: Eighty-four

Rostov and Voroshilovgrad retaken by
Red Army. Germans break through
U, 8. lines in central Tunisia.
German North African troops occupy
Gafsa. Rabaul bombed,

: Russians retake Kharkov,
: Navy shells Attu.

Germans take Kas-
serine Pass.

Nazi counteroffensive in North Africa
broken after three bitter days.

: Allies drive Rommel from Kasserine.

MARCH 1943

: Japs reinforcing positions in northern

Solomons. RAF raid on Berlin 1s
heaviest to date with 900 tons of
bombs falling in 30-minute attack.

Battle of Bismarck Sea costs Japs 12
transports, 3 crulsers, 7 destroyers, 59
planes and 15,000 troops. Every ship
in Jap convoy of 22 vessels is sunk,

Nazis lose 50 tanks, retreat to high
ground near Mareth Line in Africa.

RAF rains blockbusters on Munich.
Fourteenth Air Force created under
Brig. Gen. Claire L. Chennault to re-
place former China Air Task Force.

: Nazis retake Kharkov.
+ Kiska Japs bombed six times in day.
: Anti-U-boat conference has been held

in Washington.
“Forts” blast Rabaul
Americans take Gafsa.
back in Burma.

airdromes.
British fall

+ El Guettar falls to Americans in Afriea.

U. 8. planes bomb 250 Jap planes at
Rabaul.

reinforcement convoy of four
cruizers, four destroyers, two cargo
ships driven from Aleutians by Navy.
RAF raids Berlin, starts great fires.
British Eighth occupies Mareth Line,

APRIL 1943

One hundred “Forts” bomb Cagliari,
Sardinia, in largest North African
raid to date. Chinese drive Japs from
Yunan Province into Burma. Navy
planes get 18 of 30-40 Zeros north-
west of Guadaleanal.

RAF drops 900 tons of bombs on
Krupp works, U. 8. “Forts" rain 200
tons of bombs on Naples, U, 8, fight-
ers get 48 Nazi planes near Paris.
Nazis thrown back at Wadi el Akarit.
U. 8. and British Eighth Armies es-
tablish contact,

: Navy announces downing 39 of 98 Jap

planes in raid off Guadalcanal.

: One hundred Flying Fortresses blast

Italian ships at Sardinia, sink cruiser
Trieste and damage Bolzano. British
capture Sfax.

Italian planes destroyed
at two Sicilian flelds. Navy resumes
blasting of Kiska, Kolombangara.

Off North Africa U. 8. planes shoot
down 88 Axis planes, 58 of them
transports. Over Bremen, U, 8. raid-

ers get 63 of 95 Nazi fighters.
Navy reveals that carrier Hornet was
“Shangri-La' takeoff for Tokyo.

21:

(R
S

Navy lists 24 more raids on Kiska
and Kolombangara. FDR reveals that
Japs executed Tokyo raiders shot
down in Japan.

: 1. 8. has occupied Funafuti in Ellices.
: Navy ships shell Attu.
: Russians near hills of Novorossiisk.

MAY 1943

1-31: USAAF, RAF in full-scale raids on

Ll

12

17:

24:
30:
31:

Stettin, Rostock, Duisburg, Wilhelms-
haven, Issen, Emden, St. Nazaire,
Dortmund, Thionville, Berlin, Antwerp,
The Hague, Abbeville, other targets.
Americans capture Mateur.

Navy announces occupation of Russell
islands in February. Thunderbolts in
first action over Europe.

American, British armies launch all-
out attacks on Tunis, Bizerte.

: British First Army drives 14 miles to

take Tunis. American Second Corps
and Free ¥French capture DBizerte.
Navy Seabees and Army have occupied
Amechitka and Adak in Aleutians.
Axis rout ends African campaign.

U. 8. troops land on Attu. One U. S.
sub has torpedoed 10 more Jap ships.
President Roosevelt and Prime Minis-
ter Churchill meet at White House.
Four hundred Allied bombers rain
destruction on Sicily.

RAF blasts open large dams in Ger-
many’s Ruhr and Wesser valleys,

300 U. 8. planes batter Sardinia.
Tokyo admits loss of Attu, =~

Nine ships of French fleet join Allies
at Alexandria, Egypt.

JUNE 1943

1-30: In a month of pulverizing raids on

ey

1

Europe the RAF sends planes over
France, the Netherlands, Brittany,
Dusseldorf, Munster, Rowen, Caen, the
Ruhr, Oberhausen, Belgium, Cologne
(for the 116th time), Le Creusot,
Friedrichshaven, Krefeld, Mulheim,
Wuppertal, Bochum, Gelpenkirchen,
Hamburg (for the 87th time) and
other targets, Operating in_ conjunc-
tion with the RAF, the U. 8. Eighth
Air Force during the same period
blasts Wilhelmshaven, Cuxhaven, Kiel,
Bremen, the Ruhr, St. Nazaire's 17-
boat base (for ninth time), Le Mans.

: Navy reveals capture of Attu cost 342

dead, 1,135 wounded, 58 missing.
Chinese roll back Japs, retake Kungan,
Itu, Kansiang.

s Navy again batters Kiska, Solomons,

12:

14:

: 1.

19:
21:

—Official U. 8. Army Air Forces Photograph.

Pantelleria, small Italian island, sur-
renders after intensive 20-day bomb-
ing and naval shellings but before any
Allied troops land,

Marine and Army planes knock down
25 of 50 Zeros over Russell Islands.
7. 8. subs report 12 Jap ships sunk.
8, airmen shoot down 77 of 120
Jap planes over Guadalcanal. Ack-
ack gets 17 more.

RATF reports complete devastation of 2
square miles of Dusseldorf industry.
Russia observes second anniversary of
Russo-Nazi war, continues advances.

March: Japanese convoy annibilated in Bismarck sea.

1



ronts in Our S

22:

b 25:

1t
4

L

b:

Without
get 14 of 2
One lmnrhu]
Sicily.
7, 8. subs have sunk § more Jap ships.
I, 8. and Australian troops land on
Rendova Island in Solomons,

JULY 1943

Rendova taken.
Nassau Bay,
Viru harbor,

Induu\ a plane,
5 Zeros over
“Forts"”

u.
Lae,

hit

8. flyers

Messina,

Japs lose 101 planes.
Guinea, invaded.
Georgia, occupied
by MacArthu forces. Kiska aub-
jected to eight air raids in single day.
Secretary Knox c<|il- Solomons actions
a “real offensive’” which will increase,
Jap fleet of one eru three de *tm}—
ers driven from Rendova by Navy.
Battle of Kula Gulf begins. Nazis
launch summer offensive in Russia.
First reports reveal Japs lost four
cruiserg, five destroyers in Kula Gulf.
vss Helena, 9,700-ton cruiser, sank.
subs have sunk 10 more Jap =shi
invaded, Navy shells Kiska.
\IIJ{\». drive into Sicily, bring in rein-
nents. Syracuse 1- first import-
icilian ecity to fall to Allies
an lines hold.

11: Russians counterattack and advance.
12: Navy sinks another Jap cruiser, thres
more destroyers in Kula Gulf,
14: U. 8, forces advance on Munda.
15: Red Army opens offensive,
16: Italy gets Allied ultimatum. Mubo,
Jap base in New Guinea, falls to 17 8.
Flying I 2 knock
zi fighter: Fermany.
17 : Berlin admits flerce “defensive” fight-

19:

23-2
24 :

25
4
27
29:

Lk

8

August: Liberators raid oil fields at Ploesti, Rumania.

ing against Red Army. Forty-nine
J‘np planes :.Lm\mfl in Solomons.
ary objectives in Rome are bombed
7 Allied planes, mostly Ameri-
can. Navy planes from Aleutian bases
bomb Paramushiru, in Jap Kurile
islands, for first time.
Americans take Palermo, Sieily.
Fourteenth U, 8. Air Force shoots
(Io\\n 57 Jap planes over China.

Stalin says Nazi summer offensive is
completely  shattered. RAF  drops
2,300 tons of bombs on Hamburg.

“Forts"” raid Trondheim, Norway,

Mu:s:aolini removed as Ttalian plrmivr.

Army Liberators raid Wake sec 1
astraight day. RAF rains 2,676 tun~

of bombs on Hamburg.
RAF drops 2,300 tons

AUGUST 1943

One hundred seventy-five U,
tors, in biggest low-level r

on Hamburg.

S. Libe
id in h

tory, smash Ploesti, !Lunnmm oil ficld:.
RAF again drops “great weight” of
bombs on Hamburg.
gzians retake Orel and Belgorod.
sh take Catania, Sicily.
s conquer Mundsa.
e cruiser, two destroyers sunk

battle in Vella gulf.
tons of bombs un

'y in hour
‘irn;;‘. 1,680

RAF
Nuremberg.

—Official 17, 8. Army

Air

11: Bed Army drives i Ukraine.

12: Axis forces fleeing Kurile is-
lands again hit by U. S, bombers.

13: 1. 3. planes bomb Rome sgecond time.

14: FDR, Churchill announce one U-boat a
day sunk in May, June and July.

15: U7, 8, and Canadian armies occupy
Kiska, Japs have fled island.

16: Allies destroy 123 Jap planes at
Wewak., Our subs have sent seven
more Jap merchant ships to bottom.

17: Messzina captured, Sicily campaign at
an  end. Vella Lavella in Central
Solomons has been occupied by Miac-
Arthur's forces.

18: Navy shells Ttalian mainland for first

Axis prisoners in Sicily total

19: U. 8. “JI‘SIH}JS shell Palmi and Gioria

auro, Italian coastal towns.

21: cty-zeven Jap planes destroyved at

walk,

23 : Russians retake Wharkov, drive into
Donets basin. Seven hundred RAF
planes drop 1,800 tons of bombs on
Berlin. Allied warships shell Finsch-
hafen, New Guin

27: Japs abandon New Georgia island
after f4-day U. 8. campaign. RAF
drops 1,500 tons on Nuremberg.

30: U, 8. ntcumu Arundel island in Solo-
mons. Red Army takes Tagenrog.
37 Jap planes destroyed at Wewak.

SEPTEMBER 1943

1: RAF starts “great fires” in Berlin.
U. 8. Navy attac island.

3: Allies invade Ita

5: Japs abandon Rekata bay in Central
Solomons. RAF drops 1,500 tons of
hombs on Mannheim, Ludwigshafen.

6: MacArthur isoclates Lae, Salamuau.
RAF hits Munich,

7: One of largest parachute landings in
history dooms Lae Japs. Russians
capture Stalino, free Donets basin,

8 Italy surrenders unconditionally,

9: Americans land at Salerno, British
move up eastern Italy from Taranto.

11: Large part c:t Italian fleet surrenders

12: .\lugsullm, remove him

13: Paramushiru, Kurile islands, again
bombed. Germans hold at Salerno.

14: Nazis regain ground at Salerno. Sala-
maua has full(—n

15: Bs ] a, Yanks stop Nazis at

\Illm— destroy 69 Jap plines
at Wewa

16 : Red Army txlkt_‘\ Novorossiisk. Ameri-
cans open own offensive at lerno,
Allies capture Lae, New Guineu.

18: Navy sannounces it now has 14,072
vessels, 18,269 planes,

22: Salerno cleared of Nazis.
near RAF bombs Hanov

23 : _\‘1]'1{-.-: and near Finschhafen, begin
siege.

| : Russians at Dnieper line.

: Smolensk retaken by Red Army.

Forees Photograph.

27:

econd War Year

Allies destroy 58 planes at Wewak.
British take Foggia, Italy, and 13 im-
portant airports nearby.

28: Allies blow up \\1\\\ ak munitions dump
29: Navy lands marines at Nanumea is-
Ilnr]. in Ellice group, south of Hawail.

30 : Hitler orders Dnieper river line held
at all costs: “The Stalingrad psychosis
must disappear.”

OCTOBER 1943
1: Allies enter Naples.
2: Finschhafen falls to M: u‘,\]l.l]Lll
4: British warships
raid Norway. Free Fren
cans clear Corsica of N
5: Navy task force bla
occupies Kolombangara.

7+ Russians force Dnieper in three places,

9: Jup cruiser, two destroyers sunk by
Navy in Pacific. Russians clear Cau-
casus. U. 8. bombers, in deepest pene-
tration of Germany, blast east Prus-
sin. FDR-Churchill say sinkings by
U-boats continued light in August,
September.

11: Americans and Aussies mop up Ko-
lombangara, sh_midget subm:
rines hit Tirpitz in Norwegi

12: Biggest Allied air fleet ever
in Pacific smashes Rabaul,
or damages 177 Jap planes
Portugal gr 3

13: Italy declare - on Germany.

14: Schweinfurt, Germany, »d in big-
zest air battle in history. Allies re-
port 60 Flying Fortresses lost.

15-16: Allies bag 104 planes off New
Guinea.

20 : Hull, Eden and Molotov begin three-
power conference in Moscow.

NOVEMBER 1943
1: U. 8. marines invade Bougainville.
Moscow conference ends with agr
ment among U, Britain, Rus
and China and war-and-peace co-
ation. Red Army seals off Ger-
ins in Crimea.

1-2: U. 8. warships sink Jap cruiser and
four destroyers attempting to block
Bougainville invasion.

2: Fifteenth U. 5. Army Air Force set

3and 17:

6

9:

18:

20: U

up in Algie
17. 8. warships shell Buka.
Allied strategists conclude fve-day
conference in Chungking.

Red Arn retakes Kiev, in German
hands since smber 1941, and
pushes on tow ult! 0Old Poland.

U. 8., and Britain announce 60
boats sunk in three months, 150
six-month period.

3-15: U. S, Army bombers rad Jap bhases
in Marshalls and Gilbert islands.
Germans ﬁft;h'(urk‘ Leros island. Th
sand RAF heavy bombers rain i
two-ton bombs on Berlin.

8, marines and Arn
in Gilbert islands. Germans, after
falling Kk slowly under steady pres-
sure from 8. and British armies,
dig in along new “winter defense
lines"” below Rome.

U-
in

troops land

A ph.

British Official Photogr

September: Italy surrenders to Gen. Eisenbower (right).
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Japs sneak-attacked U. S. bases in
Dec- 1 941 Harzvaii and the Philippines (above:
U. S. battleships on fire at Pearl Harbor) but failed in
attempt to knock America out of action before declaring
war. Guam and Wake fell after heroic resistance.

>
-

P - ; A i

A Pacific Fleet task force

Feb. 194

captured Wake island.

poured
bombs and shells (above) on Jap-
Outnumbered U. 8. and Allied
cruisers and destroyers lost heavily while inflicting severe
damage on enemy convoys and warships in the Java sea.

— — -AER. "

- From the vss Hornet Army B-25s
Aprll 1942 took off to bomb Tokyo and other
cities on the Japanese mainland. As the Navy took the
offensive against U-boats in the Atlantic, U. 8. submarines
reported sinking more Jap ships in home waters.

Page 16

AEF reached Northern
land, Navy also convoyed rein-
U.S. Asiatic Fleet battled Japs in
Pacific Fleet units raided Marshall and
Gilbert IS]ahds'—Oﬂl(:iéll U. 8. Army Signal Corps Photograph.

As Ire-

Jan. 1942
forcements to Pacific.
Makassar Straits,

U. 8. carrier aireraft bombed Mar-
MarCh 194 cus island, 990 miles from Tokyo
(photograph shows deck of uss Ewnterprise just before
raid) and helped land-based planes blast shore installations
and sink or damage 20 Jap ships at Salamaua, New Guinea.

In the Battle of the Coral Sea
American warships, naval planes

May 1942

and Army bombers sank or damaged 17 Japanese ships
including the aircraft carrier Ryukaku (shown burning).

—0Official T7. 8. Navy Photographs except to right.



Battle of Midway: Japanese losses Navy and Army planes repeatedly
June 1942 —four carriers, at least six other JUIY 1942 bombed Japanese installations and
warships, heavy damage to s 1 more; U. S. 1 shipping at Kiska, one of three U. S. Aleutian islands
the carrier Yorktown, a destroyer. (Photograph shows occupied by the enemy in June. In Aleutian waters U. S.

Navy fighter planes o a burning enemy ship.) submarines torpedoed eight Jap destroyers,

Solomons (above) and, in Battles
of Savo Island and Eastern Solomons, lost three cruisers
while damaging 12 Japanese ships. Far to the northeast
marines of the Pacific Fleet raided Jap-held Makin island.

Navy landed Marines in s > The aircraft carrier vss 1 g
Al.lg. 1942 BEy endad Mariose In souiteny Sept- 1942 tnrpen_lut!:_l and sunk while escort-

ing supply ships to Guadalcanal, in the Solomons, where
heavy land and air fighting continued between U. S.
marines and the reinforced Japanese garrison.

In the Battles of Cape yera U. 8. naval units played a major
2 ) NOV. 1942 role in the ! landings in

and Santa Cruz
French North Africa (photograph shows invasion eonvoy
in Atlantic) and, in the Battle of Guadaleanal, sank or

destroyed 28 Jap ships. —Official U Te Photographs,
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Year after Pearl Harbor attack U. 8. submarines attacked enemy
Dec. 1942 most of 19 ships hit there were Jan- 1943 shipping in coastal waters of
Japan (photograph shows Jap destroyer torpedoed there).
U. 8. warships in Solomons shelled enemy shores, sank two
to six Jap destroyers at cost of cruiser and destroyer.

= L] T~ % —

w’:\ :

back in service or soon would be (photograph shows
Nevada refloated). Navy again raided Wake, and in Solo-
mons lost eruiser while sinking nine Jap ships.

Richelieu, largest French battle- While keeping global supply lines
Feb- 1943 ship, arrived in New York for re- MarCh 1943 open (above: North Atlantic pa-
fitting to fight Axis following Allied occupation of French trol), Navy again shelled enemy at Kiska and Solomons
North Africa. U. S. planes renewed raids on Kiska, and and drove Jap reinforcement convoy from Aleutians. Allied

Navy announced conquest of Guadalcanal completed. Pombcrs destroyed 22 Jap ships in Battle of Bismarck Sea.

. As production of naval craft in- U. 8. amphibious forces under
Ap"' 1 943 creased at rate where completions May 1943 Navy command and protection
in first half of this year would surpass total 1942 output, invaded and wiped Japs from Attu island in Aleutians.

Secretary Knox revealed the Navy was operating seven (Photograph shows escort carrier with invagion convoy.)
war fleets as against three at start of the war, —Official U. 8. Navy Photographs,

Pace 2}



Navy landed U. S. and Australian
June 1943 troops on Rendova in Solomons
(above) following occupation of Russels in February, and

in Mediterranean followed up Axis collapse in Tunisia in
May by helping take Italian islands below Sicily.

U. 8.-Canadian force completed
Aug- 1943 reconquest of Aleutians by occu-
pying Kiska (above: the invasion armada) just after Japs
fled. U. S. warships shelled Italy, New Guinea. Three Jap
warships were sunk during new U. 8. landings in Solomons.

More U-boats than Allied ships
OCf 1943 were sunk as Nazis opened new
sub offensive (above: U-boat blasted by Navy plane). U. S.
carrier, British warships raided Norway. Naval force again
hit Wake. —Official U. 8. Navy Photographs.

Navy helped land, support and
JUIY 1943 supply invasion of Sicily (photo-
graph shows U. 8. cruiser bombarding Gela). uss Helena

was sunk in Kula Gulf, Solomons, at cost of a dozen Jap
warships, U. S. planes bombed Wake and Paramushiru,

r. e —— . T
I

L]

Navy landed Fifth Army in Italy
Sept- l 943 and supported beachheads by bom-
bardment, (Photograph shows PT boat and landing craft

in Salerno bay). Allies pressed combined operations and
air offensives in Solomons and New Guinea.

U. S. Marines invaded Bougain-
Nov- 1943 ville (above) as a Navy task force
drove off Japanese warships and U. 8. carrier planes
blased Rabaul. Navy landed Marines and Army troops on
Gilberts, —Official U. 8, Coast Guard Photograjh.
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On 15 December 1943 the current
World War will be four years, three
months and 15 days old. At that date
it will have been in conflict for the
exact length of time consumed by the
first World War.

This war dwarfs its forerunner in
scope, finds the involved nations dras-
tically realigned, and at the end of
four years is still far from ended.
Yet history will record many compari-
sons between the two struggles and
even now it is possible to find simi-
larities in the overall pattern of both
conflicts.

Again Germany and the Central
Powers form the foe in Europe. Again
America is aligned with Great Britain
and, this time, a beaten but uncowed
France. Again Russia—a new and
stronger Russia—wars on the Eastern
Front. But here all comparisons of
allies and alignments end.

Japan, an ally in the last war, today
is such a dangerous opponent on the
other side of the world that the cur-
rent conflict is in many ways two sep-
arate wars. Italy, another former
ally, has only recently been beaten
into unconditional surrender and her
soil is still a battleground against us.

GERMAN HELD TERRITORY “\
NQVEMBER .,

\“
. LY
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. o
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.
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1918...1943: Second Worl

China, virtually unconcerned with the
first war, is today an important and,
fortunately, active ally. Turkey, for-
merly a foe, is eurrently non-belliger-
ent and a potential ally.

Yet the course of both wars, com-
pared at the conclusion of four years,
bear striking similarities. Historians
generally agree that the first war
turned on four major battles. These
were the First Marne, Palestine, the
Battle of the Atlantic, and the inte-
grated allied offensives at Soissons.

Today, many observers are con-
vinced that the history of the current
conflict ultimately will show four simi-
lar battles to have been the turning
points. These were the battles of
Britain, El Alamein, Midway and
Stalingrad. On one other vital count
can the two wars be compared. In
both instances the enemy made all his
gains at the outset and then applied
himself to holding on.

As to America, out military history
and record in this war corresponds to
the earlier one. On both occasions we
found ourselves at war before we were
ready, mobilized or properly prepared.
In each case we faced a foe unham-
pered by these shortcomings. The size
of the job which faced us this time,

U.5.5.R.

LINE OF GERMAN
. OCCUPATION 1918

-,

1943 LY

Then and Now

however, was staggering in compari-
son to earlier needs.

The Navy, for instance, fought
World War I with a peak complement
of 612,840 officers and men and 730
ships. By the end of this year the
Navy's personnel will reach 2,815,200.
Its floating strength today is 14,072
vessels and it is working on a pro-
gram which will triple that figure.
Qur earlier war army was 4,057,101
officers ‘and men. Today the U. 8.
Army is nearing a goal of 7,700,000,

The scope of this conflict is also
indicated in casualty figures and ma-
terial losses to date. Total Allied
deaths in World War I numbered
5,152,115. Of these, 126,000 were
American. The enemy lost 3,386,200.
It is impossible to calculate total cas-
ualties vet for the current struggle
but a recent report put the cost of
the Russian-German struggle alone at
more than 10,000,000 casualties. So
far, 12,841 soldiers and 21,753 sailors
have been killed or are missing for
a total of 34,594 American deaths in
the first two years of war.

As in 1917, America entered this
war at a time when the enemy was at
the crest of conquest and victory.
England was reeling from the air blitz
and Dunquerque. France was beaten
to her knees. Another juggernaut was
gathering in the Pacific, sweeping all
before it and threatening America's
very homeland. The foes, on their re-
spective records, seemed well nigh
invineible.

Yet today observers believe that the
first turning point in the course of
the war already had been passed when
the Pearl Harbor attack thrust Amer-
ica into the conflict. The turning point
was the German failure in the Battle
of Britain and can be roughly com-
pared to the First Marne defense of
the earlier war.

In 1914 a battered but stubborn
French army stopped the Boche at the
very gates of Paris. This stand, orig-
inally looked upon by the foe as an-
other last ditch defense of Paris, was
actually to mark the high point of the
German advance. Similarly, the Battle
of Britain was the first defense which
successfully halted the Nazi sweep of
conquest.

The mext turning point, the battle
of El Alamein, which started 23 Octo-
ber 1942, also had its counterpart in
World War I. In the earlier war the
legendary Gen. Allenby routed Ger-
mans and Turks in Palestine. This
time Gen, Montgomery finally turned
the tide of Rommel's desert power in
North Africa. With the 8 November
landing of the Americans at Casa-
blanca, the recapture of North Africa
and subsequent clearing of the Med-
iterranean were made possible.

The first World War records only




ar Reac

GERMANY

hes Length of First

NOV. 1943 L
§

L] Cray

. Area

i \ Retaken

-

<1 Axis-neLo TerRmRITORY -

Rise and Decline of German Aggression

one pitched sea battle of major pro-
portions, the costly and much argued
Battle of Jutland, 31 May 1916.
Whether or not this battle was in any
way decisive has long been a favorite
military argument. But there can be
no doubt about the decisiveness of the
Battle of Midway in the second World
War.

By June 3, 1942, less than six
months after Pearl Harbor, the Japa-
nese had poured down the China coast
and overrun the Philippines, Wake
Island, Hong Kong, Malaya, Singa-
pore, Burma, the Netherlands Indies,
and the Solomons. To the north they
had established garrisons in the Aleu-
tians and threatened Alaska.

Thus the danger of an actual in-
vasion of America was acute when the
Jap task force was sighted steaming
in the direction of Midway. Four days
later this fleet was shattered and
limping home (see “The Knockout at
Midway. p. 32). From that point on
Jap fortunes have dwindled in the
Pacifie. Two months after Midway the
marines took Guadalcanal. A month
after that the New Guinea campaign
was launched, ultimately to drive the
Japs to their current last Solomons
stronghold at Rabaul.

Less than a year after these cam-
paigns the last Japanese had been
driven from the Aleutians, and our
bases there were sending long range
bombers to strike at the vital Kurile
Island strongholds of the foe.

With American attention riveted to
our own problems, another crucial
struggle meanwhile was developing in
Russia. Hitler had turned on Russia
22 June 1942, invading and stabbing
deep into Russian territory with ap-
parent ease. The first few months of
the Russian campaign promised that
this conflict would be a duplicate of
other Nazi victory formulas.

The blitzkrieg previously had subju-
gated Poland, Norway, Denmark, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg

and France between September 1939
and June 1940. The British force had
been driven into the sea at Dun-
querque and the air blitz against Lon-
don was, the Nazi had every right to
hope, gradually tearing that nation
apart.

The Axis had bitten off a large
piece of North Africa and 1941 also
had brought the conquest of Greece
and Yugoslavia. The first months of
the Russian campaign bid fair to out-
shine all these Axis gains. In Novem-
ber 1941 the Nazi armies were only 40
miles from Moscow.

Then, slowly, the tide turned. A
Red Army counter attack recaptured
Rostov. This action brought the first
Nazi retreat in over two years of war-
fare. Winter played its part in the
Red offensive as Nazi soldiers froze to
the ground and Nazi oil froze in the
panzer juggernaut. What had started
as a rout was now transformed into
one of the bitterest and bloodiest
struggles in military history.

The key battle, and doubtless one
of the crises of the entire war, turned
on the epic defense of Stalingrad.
From the original Nazi assault 26
August 1942 to the complete defeat
on 4 February the Germans were re-
ported to have lost 500,000 men. The
city was and is a rubble, but it lives
on as one of the most impertant vie-
tories in the history of the world.

The Red Army drives which fol-
lowed Stalingrad already threaten Po-
land and Rumania. Today Hitler’s
main spur in whipping his people into
unity and extra effort is the threat
of the ever nearing Russian bear
clawing its way toward the German
borders.

Meanwhile, the Americans and the
British were writing a victory outline
on both land and sea. On 9 May 1943
all Axis resistance in North Africa
ended. On 9 July Sicily was invaded
and fell 35 days later. Italy proper
was invaded 3 September and surren-

dered five days later. From Salerno
the American and British armies
started the long push up the Italian
boot, a compaign which today has
them less than 100 miles from Rome.

In comparison to World War I, the
combined Russian and American-
British offensives may, eventually,
have the same importance and rela-
tion to ultimate victory as had the
correlated American-French and Brit-
ish offensives along the Soissons front
in July and August 1918,

A more ready comparison, however,
has been the Battle of the Atlantic.
Once against the aims and strategies
of both sides have been identical. The
Germans again have sought to disrupt
supply lines from America to Britain.
Still again the German submarine has
been thrown desperately against Al-
lied shipping.

In this battle, as in others, the foe's
victories were predominantly at the
beginning. And again as in the last
war, new defensive measures have
pulled the fangs of the wolf packs.
Merchant shipping losses, however,
testify to the scope of the Nazi cam-
paign in the Atlantic.

In the first World War, America
lost 151 merchant ships and 409 lives.
So far our merchant losses have been
617 ships and 4,772 lives in this sea
War.

But the graph of these losses has
steadily gone down (see p. 9) and the
toll of submarines has been disconcert-
ing for the foes, Last Summer the
Allies were able to maintain shipping
for a 90-day period without loss while
sinking an average of one sub a day.
Announced total of enemy subs sent to
the bottom is now 150. The supply
lines are still open and America is still
able to function as ‘“the arsenal of
Democracy” as well as a fighting ally.

The past year, too, saw Germany on
the receiving end of an air blitz. The
Incessant bombing of military targets

(Continued on Page 43)
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. —Official U, 8. Navy Photograph,
The USS Helena at a South Pacific base between battles.

Light Cruiser With a Heavy Wallop

Helena Fought in 13 Engagements and Sank 9 Enemy
Ships Before Japanese Torpedoes Put

When the naval history of World
War II is written, one of the brightest
chapters will recount the exploits of
the Uuss Helena, one of the fightingest
men-o’-war that ever scoured the seas
to “seek out and destroy the enemy.”

In her brief, hell-roaring life, she
fought in 13 engagements in the
Southwest Pacific, including two of the
biggest naval battles.

Her heavy guns bombarded Lunga,
Koli and Kokumbona Points on Guadal-
canal island; and Vila, Munda, Kolom-
bangara, Enogai Inlet and Bairoko
harbor in the New Georgia group. She
came through two of the most fiercely
fought surface actions with minor
material damage and the loss of one
man, When she was not fighting, the
Helena was escorting transports, sup-
ply ships and aircraft carriers.

Japanese propagandists unwittingly
paid a high tribute to the Helena's
gun crews following the bombardment
of Kolombangara. The Tokyo radic
announced that U. S. naval forces
were employing “a new secret weapon
—a 6-inch machine-gun.” That shows
how fast the cruiser pumped salvos!

Commissioned at the Navy Yard,
New York, on 18 September 1939, the
Helena was at Pearl Harbor when the
Japanese struck. Her anti-aircraft
batteries shot down six enemy planes
during the raid. Damaged, she was
soon repaired at the Navy Yard, Mare
Island, and sent to the South Pacific.
After making two runs to Guadal-
canal, her next mission was to escort
the vss Hornet. Later she joined the
force with the Uss Wasp and was pres-
ent when the carrier was torpedoed 15
September 1942.

When the wet, oil-soaked survivors
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of the Wasp were picked up and many
of them transferred to the Helena, her
crew broke out their seabags and dis-
tributed their clothing until many were
left with but one pair of dungarees
and a pair of shoes apiece.

At about this time a new skipper,
Capt. Gilbert C. Hoover, USN, of' Bris-
tol, R. I., came aboard. He had been
commanding the destroyer squadron
escorting the Helena, and he came
aboard by the only available means—
via a coal bag rigged to a line run-
ning from his destroyer flagship to the
cruiser. Already the holder of the
Navy Cross, Captain Hoover was to
win two Gold Stars in lieu of second
and third Navy Crosses while serving
in the Helena.

Back at Guadalcanal, the Helena
gailed into her first major engagement
—the Battle of Cape Esperance. It
was one of the few night surface
engagements ever fought between rival
forces of virtually equal strength. It re-
sulted when a strong force of Japanese

Third USS Helena

Under Construction

A new light cruiser now under
construction will be named the
Helena to perpetuate the name of
the famous criuser lost in the
Battle of Kula Gulf, Secretary of
the Navy Frank Knox announced
last month. This will be the third
Helena, the first one having been
a 1,392-ton gunboat built in 1893.
The new Helena is being built by
the New York Shipbuilding Corp.
at Camden, N. J,

Her Down

cruisers, destroyers and transports at-
tempting to reinforce Guadalcanal was
intercepted by a task force under the
late Rear Admiral Norman Scott, USN.

The enemy was engaged at 14
minutes before midnight; exactly 98
seconds later the Helena's guns paused
momentarily as the destroyer on which
she had them trained caught fire. Ex-
plosions rocked the Jap and she sank.

The Helena's gun crews then turned
their attention to a cruiser. Four-and-
one-half minutes later the cruiser,
flaming from bow to stern, disin-
tegrated.

A Jap cruiser and a U. S. cruiser
were swapping punches nearby. The
Helena turned her batteries on the
enemy and the combined firepower of
the two ships soon sank the enemy
ship. A Jap destroyer sneaked in and
fired a torpedo at the Helena, but her
lookout spotted it and the ecruiser
swung sharply. The tin fish passed
harmlessly 75 yards ahead.

As the Jap destroyer attempted to
flee the scene, the Helena joined
another U. 8. ship which had it under
fire. Their concentrated fire blasted
the destroyer to bits.

In the battle the Helena's gun crews
had fired at four ships and had either
destroyed or helped to destroy four
sh'ps. She was not hit, nor did she
suffer any casualties.

During the following month the
Helena (1) avoided a submarine a*-
tack while escorting a convoy; (2)
bombarded Koli Point; and (3) beat
off an attack of Jap dive-bombers.
Four out of nine bombers downed
were credited to the Helena.

On the night of 12-13 November
1942, a large Japanese force made a
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desperate, all-out effort to regain con-
trol of the Solomons. The Helena was
the first to sight the enemy force as

it neared Savo island. She steamed
between the enemy’s two columns be-
fore the Japanese detected her pres-
ence. Finally an enemy cruiser stabbed
the darkness with her searchlight,
found the Helena and opened fire.

The Helena’s main battery, mean-
while, had been trained on the same
cruiser and had gotten the range. A
full salvo from her guns struck home.
The Jap cruiser, a heavy one with 8-
inch guns, burst into flames. Rapid,
continuous fire was maintained on the
cruiser, Practically all the shots ap-
peared to score hits. Flames raged
forward and amidships. The cruiser
began to sink.

The Helena’s main battery subsided,
but the secondary battery, which had
selected a destroyer, pounded its tar-
get and hammered her into the sea.

Fifteen minutes later the Helena ob-
served six enemy ships on her star-
board, retreating morthward from the
battle. One of these, it was learned
later, was a eruiser which had engaged
the uss San Franeisco on which Rear
Admiral Daniel J. Callaghan, UsN,
task force commander, had been killed.
Fire from the Helena’s main battery
sank this cruiser. The Helena’s secon-
dary battery sank a destroyer from
the six-ship formation. That gave the
Helena four ships to her eredit within
a few minutes.

Remnants of the battered Japanese
force fled northward, some actually
firing at each other in the confusion.

Then followed an interlude of com-
parative calm when the Helena soft-
ened up airfields in the New Georgia
islands, helping to pave the way for
subsequent Allied landings; shelled
shore positions at Munda, Vila, Kolom-
bangara and Bairoko harbor; heat off
daylight attacks of Japanese aircraft.

The Helena's final battle began at
0155 on 7 July, when a U. 8. force
caught the Japs landing troops to re-
inforce Munda. This was the battle
of Kula Gulf which cost the Japs
from 9 to 11 cruisers and destroyers,
and the U. 8. one vessel—the Helena.

Opening up her main battery on one
of the larger enemy ships, the Helena
sank her. The secondary battery fired
on a destroyer, sank her, shifted im-
mediately to another destroyer and
sank her. Just as both batteries had
shifted to new targets and had inflicted
damage on two more sh'ps, Japanese
destroyers closed in and launched a
torpedo attack, Torpedoes crazhed into
the Helena's hull. She went down 20
minutes later.

Capt. Charles P. Cecil, usN, who
was then commanding officer, won a
gold star in lieu of a second Navy
Cross for his calm, efficient direction
of the abandonment of his ship. He
directed subsequent rescue work from
a small life raft, and spent five hours

in the oil-covered water and ten more
on the raft before reaching a beach.
Shipmates say he refused to be rescued
by a destroyer, preferring to stay in
the water and see that men not res-
cued immediately would reach shore.

On the following morning, when res-
cue ships had departed with most of
the survivors, 166 of the Helena's crew
found themselves swimming alone or
in small groups on a lonely, hostile
sea, A B-24 flew over and dropped
three rubber boats, two of which were
salvaged. Two wounded men were
placed in them and about 50 other
survivors slowly gathered about their
rims. Planes, enemy as well as friendly
ones, frequently passed over the men,
but they were not strafed.

Next day it was decided to attempt
to reach Vella Lavella, which, although
farther away than Kolombangara, was
in the direction of the wind and cur-
rent. With the help of an improvised
sail and constant paddling, headway
was made at about one and a half
knots. The men were beginning to tire,
and occasionally a man would lose his
grip on the boat and not be seen
again. Happily, a case of potatoes
floated by, and the men found that
chewing on them helped to lessen their
thirst. The water was warm and there
were no sharks.

On the following day the survivors
landed on Vella Lavella, where friendly
natives guided them to a picturesque
Melanesian village. The men were filthy
with oil, and some were nearly naked.
Makeshift clothes were found, and
those injured grew strong on the sim-
ple first-aid and nursing which their
shipmates and the natives provided.

Since Japanese patrols and scouting
parties were on the island, a guard of
five marines and a few sailors was es-
tablished. The natives produced seven
old rifles, including one of Japanese
make, and a shotgun. The natives
assisted in protecting the ecamp by
reporting Jap activities, It was re-
ported on one occasion that “four

Japanese approached too closely and
were disposed of by the natives,”

Within a few days communication
was established with naval forces at
Tulagi, and a bold and difficult scheme
was initiated to snatch the survivors
from the Jap-held island. Capt. Fran-
cis X, McInerney, USN, commander of
a destroyer squadron, was placed in
charge of the rescue expedition. He
ordered destroyer - transports (con-
verted over-age destroyers) to handle
the actual rescue work. They were to
be covered by an inner escort screen
of modern destroyers while taking off
the survivors and by an outer sereen
of destroyers, operating independently.

Departing from Guadalcanal at noon
on 15 July, the force approached Vella
Lavella after midnight on a bright
moonlight night. The ships inched
their way cautiously toward Iland,
taking frequent soundings. Although
everything indicated that mavigation
had been correct, no signal came from
shore. Precisely at 0200, however, the
signal was seen and the transports
moved shoreward.

Covered by marines, who watched
for enemy patrols, the ragged survi-
vors climbed in shore hoats and were
taken to the transports. A few had to
be lifted over the side; some appeared
as strong and hearty as they were be-
fore their arduous experience, but all
were suffering from coral cuts suffered
on the beach, for none had shoes.

Japanese reconnaissance planes had
sighted the covering forece and sha-
dowed it throughout the night, but
the enemy's preoccupation with this
force led him to ignore completely the
main group. The return voyage to
Tulagi-Guadaleanal was uneventful ex-
cept for the rescue of some enemy
survivors of the second Battle of Kula
Gulf, and the sighting of others who
preferred suicide to being rescued.

Snatched from the sea and from the
very center of a Jap stronghold, the
gallant Helena crew — nearly 1,000
strong—is ready today to fight again.

—Official U. 8. Navy Photograph.
Helena survivors report on sister ship after Battle of Kula Gulf.
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AFTER A SHIP
GOES DOWN.....

What About Survivors, Losses, Records, Pay? What Are
Duties of Officers? Here Are Procedures, Suggestions

NAVY DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES USS

NOMESUCE SUNK AS RESULT OF AN
. UNDERNATER EXPIOSION IN SOUTH
- PACIFIC AREA ON TEE NOPNING OF

o -
5

Your ship goes down, After float-
ing about for some while, you and
others from the ship are picked up.
You're “survivors” now. What hap-
pens from there on?

For instance:

What are the duties of commanding
officers and others?

What about elothing and effects lost
by officers and enlisted men?

What happens to your pay account?

Whose jurisdiction are you under?

Where do you head for, and what
happens when yow get there?

What ean you do to aid yourself in
getting reestablished?

Whenever a ship goes down, dozens
of questions like these come up.

The story of what actually happens
from there on can be divided, roughly,
into about four main sections. Under
these fall most of the questions to
which you, as a survivor, may want
to know the answers. They are: (1)
the command and organization of sur-
vivors, or who's supposed to do what?
(2) your temporary rescue situation,
(3) your arrival at a port, and (4)
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those important R’s: reconstruction (of
your pay account, service and health
records), replacement or reimburse-
ment (for the loss of your personal
effects) and reassignment.

Separate sections will cover such
other phases as the variations that
apply to Armed Guard personnel,
crews aboard destroyers and smaller
ships, and those landed on foreign
shores; also, special procedures affect-
ing notification of casualties, and a
listing of helpful tips for survivors.

Command and Organization
of Survivors

What happens to the organization
of your ship if she goes down? While
you are aboard, you and the others
comprise the ship’s company. If she
goes down, you become “survivors”.
How does that change your status
with regard to the ship and its com-
mand ?

Actually, not at all. Even when
your ship goes down, the organization
of it still survives.

As Navy Regulations put it, “When
the crew of any vessel of the United
States are separated from their vessel
by means of her wreck, loss or de-
struction, all the command and au-
thority given to the officers of such
vessel shall remain in full force until
such ship’s company shall be regularly

discharged from or ordered again into
service, or until a court-martial or
court of inquiry shall be held to in-
quire into the loss of said vessel”
(Art 21).

So the officers and men remain
members of their own ship’s company,
even when taken aboard another ship.
At that time, of course, they come
under the disciplinary jurisdiction of
the new ship, but their organization
remains intact until the ship’s com-
pany is dissolved by SecNav, or is re-
assigned.

And how about the commanding of-
ficer of the ship—what are his duties?
Briefly, they are:

1. In case of the loss of the ship,
to remain by her with officers and
crew as long as necessary and to save
as much life and government property
as possible.

2. If it becomes necessary to aban-
don the ship, to be the last person to
leave her.

3. To make a report of the circum-
stances to the Secretary of the Navy
as soon as possible, and if wrecked
within waters adjacent to the United
States, to repair to the nearest naval
station with the crew.

4. If in a foreign country, to lose
no time, after making all efforts to
save property, in returning with his
officers and crew to the fleet or squad-
ron to which they belonged (or, if




acting singly, to the United States)
and to take steps to preserve the gov-
ernment property saved, until disposed
of in such manner as the Department
may direct.

The executive officer looks after the
muster roll. If pay accounts were
lost, the disbursing officer is author-
ized, upon written order from the
commanding officer, to reconstruct the
pay accounts of the survivors, from
the first day of the month in which
the casualty occurred, giving to each
person the pay of the rating he held
at the time the accounts were lost.

It is the duty of officers of the Sup-
ply Corps to secure and preserve the
pay accounts of officers and men and
papers relating thereto (particularly
the latest money list), the public
money, and such other public papers
and property, in the order of their
value, as circumstances permit.

Your Temporary
Rescue Situation

Ships in today’s war zones travel in
fleets, squadrons or task forces, and
usually the survivors of a casualty are
picked up by destroyers or other ves-
sels in their unit.

If your ship has a sizeable comple-
ment, there is little chance for enough
spare space on any single ship to take
care of all survivors, so they may
find themselves fairly well split up
among several ships. Command is
maintained through the senior surviv-
ing officer of each umit, who in turn
is responsible to the senior surviving
officer of the original ship’s company.

However, you have now come under
the disciplinary jurisdiction of your
rescue ship. You are, to all intents
and purposes, a working passenger;
your situation is much the same ag if
you had been assigned to that ship on
temporary duty.

Food, clothing, medical care and pay
are among your first concerns. Food
and medical care are provided aboard
the rescue ship; pay accounts and
clothing are fixed up later, for only
temporary expedients are possible now.

Since few people go over the side
with a full sea bag clutched firmly in
their hands, you probably arrived
aboard your rescue ship clad only in
a skivvy shirt and dungarees, or of-
ficers’ clothes, as the case might be—
plus, in some cases, a light coat of
fuel oil. The problem of clothing may
now be handled in any of several ways.

First, there is always the likelihood
of some aid from your new shipmates,
who probably can dig up a spare item
here and there. Naturally, any great
influx of survivors puts a severe drain
on these random supplies and in such
a case they should not be counted
upon too heavily.

The ship probably will have some
foul-weather clothing available for

temporary issue. Also, it is normal
procedure on the part of a rescuing
ship to break open the ship's lucky
bag and make its contents available
to survivors.

A fourth source is that the com-
manding officer of a rescuing ship may
direct the issue of minimum essentials
from clothing and small stores to
meet the emergency requirements of
survivors.

One word of caution—don’t expect
too much. When the Wasp went down,
for instance, there were some 2,000-
odd survivors to be taken off by ac-
companying ships. One destroyer,
which normally carried a complement
of about 200, found itself with some
700 additional men aboard. The pros-
pects of getting outfitted a la Saks
Fifth Avenue under such circum-
stances are accordingly diminished.

Similarly, there may be no provi-
siong for opening pay accounts while
on the rescue ship. However, your
shopping opportunities are pretty
limited for a while, and pay accounts
can be straightened out quickly once
you hit port.

Your Arrival
at a Port

Upon arriving at a port, whether it
be abroad or within the continental
United States, you will come under
certain procedures set up for the
handling and reestablishment of sur-
vivors. If, for instance, you found
yourself back in the United States, the
procedure would go something like
this:

In accordance with regulations, the
ship’s company is to remain intact
under its own officers until dissolved
by proper authority. After arrival at
a receiving ship or station in the con-
tinental United States, this provision
is regarded as no longer applicable, as
procedure established by BuPers then
goes into effect.

Officers of your ship report to the
commandant of the naval district, who
advises BuPers immediately of their
names and ranks and retains them on
temporary duty pending reeeipt of or-
ders from the Bureau. In exceptional
cases leave is granted if the leave ad-
dress is in the immediate vicinity. The
Bureau, for its part, endeavors to

I. Can you be reimbursed for money
lost in a ship casualty? (see page
30, column 1)

2. When a ship goes down, does that
mean the ship's company has been
dissolved, or does it still exist? (see
p. 26, col. 2-3)

3. If you land on a rescue ship, do you
become a member of that ship's
company? (see p. 26, col. 3)

4. What words should a commanding
officer NOT use in reporting casual-
ties? (see p. 44, col. 1)

5. Name four ways that you might ob-
tain clothing on a rescue ship? (see
p. 27, col. 1-2)

6. How many of the following articles
can an enlisted man be reimbursed
for if they are lost when his ship
goes down: watch, eyeglasses, toilet
articles, Bluejackets' Manual, razor?
(see p. 29, col. 2)

7. If pay accounts go down with the
ship, how much of what is due you
will be paid immediately when they
are reconstructed? (see p. 29, col.

|

8. Suppose the ship's records sank with
her—who would have her muster
roll? (see p. 30, col. 2)

9. What simple device would speed up
the reconstruction of your pay ac-
count following a ship casualty?
[see p. 45, Tip No. I)

10. Who can OK a claim for loss of
clothing and small stores? (see p.
29, col. 1)

I1. There are five different (and official)
ways you may dispose of spare pay
and allowances aboard ship. How

QUIZ
fo

” SURVIVORS

many of them can you name? [see
p- 29, col. 3)

12. The survivor said, "We piled into
the whaleboat and set out for the
nearest land, which we reached
some days later.” Why isn't that a
typical survivor story? (see p. 27,
col. |

13. Can you file a duplicate claim for
the same loss of clothing, in case
the original approved claim was
never delivered to you? (see chart,
p. 28, col. 1)

14, Do survivors get leave or liberty?
(scee p. 27, col. 3; p. 28, col. 1-2)

15. What five things should be done be-
fore men are reassigned to new
duty? (see p. 28, col. 3)

16. What types of ship do not have
their pay records aboard, but keep

them, instead, either ashore or
aboard another ship? (see p. 45,
cal. 1)

17. A survivor of an Armed Guard crew
walks into one of the following of-
fices and presents his partial pay
card. Which of them will honer it
and advance him some pay? (a)
American consul, (b] Army finance
officer, (c¢) Marine Corps pay-
master? (see p. 44, col. 3)

18. Whose duty is it to report that
you're a survivor? (see p. 30, col,

19. Who approves claims for cash re-
imbursement? (see p. 29, col. 2-3)

20. If your savings deposit record book
is lost when a ship goes down, what
can be done about it? (see p. 30,
col. 1)
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transmit orders as rapidly as praeti-
cable.

Men are listed by ratings and this
list is transmitted immediately to the
officer charged with distribution of
personnel for the fleet or activity to
which your ship belonged, stating thal
they are survivors and available for
reassignment, Reconstruction of ree-
ords, preparation of claims and outfit-
ting with clothing is then begun, if it

has not already been accomplished.

Liberty is granted, but no leave
prior to receipt of orders for new
duty. However, when it can be done,
survivors are granted as much leave,
or delay in reporting to new duty, as
circumstances permit (not to exceed
30 days, including travel time). This,
however, is a matter for the Com-
mander Service Force, Subordinate
Command, to decide. This officer gives

REIMBURSING SURVIVORS FOR

LOSS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

OFFICERS
WHAT LOSSES ARE COVERED?

of uniform, equipment and other
al property, subject to restrictions
prescribed in BuPers Manual, art. C-8006,

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO DO?

1. File claim on S&A Form 324, in tripli-
cate, listing articles lost or damaged,
purchase price, time in use, value when
lost or destroyed (orestimated damage),

2, Have signature notarized by officer
(Lt. jg or above) or civilian notary
public.

3. Present claim in triplicate to the ad-
judicating authority (see following
section).

4. When you receive approved claim, pre-
sent originul to disbursing officer for
payment, and retain a copy for your
personal file.

WHO CAN OK CLAIMS?

1. Commundant of any naval district, or

2., The Commander, Southwest Pacific;
South Paciflc; Atlantic; Nawval Forces
in Europe ; Naval Forces in Northwest
African  Waters; Service Squadron
South Pacific; or

3. The Commandant, Naval Operating
Buse, Cusablanca or Oran, or

4, Respective chiefs of staff of the com-
mandants and commanders specified
above,

WHAT DOES HE DO?

1. Completes last column of S&A Form
424 (valuation of items on the basis of
uniform allowance list furnished him
by BuPers).

2, Completes certificate No. 3 on this
form.

3. After approval of claim, forwards one
copy to BuPers, Finance Office, and
delivers original and second copy to
claimant.

1. Forwards monthly report on claims
and claimants to BuPers.

WHO REIMBURSES? HOW?

Disbursing officer:; makes payvment on
Public Voucher upon presentation of
original approved claim.

NOTES AND EXCEPTIONS

(Both Officers and Enlisted Men)

1, Claims of chief petty officers, stewards,
cooks and other enlisted men covering
articles not customarily issued in kind
are  submitted in  triplicate on B&A
Form 324 and handled in same manner
as claims for reimbursement in cash
filed by officers.

2. Claims of Chaplain Corps personnel for
reimbursement for ecclesiastical equip-
ment are adjudicated at BuPers.

3. Instructions printed here are applicable
to Coast Guard personnel with neces-
sary modification as to use of forms.

4, Instrnctions printed here are not ap-
plicable to Merrine Corps personnel.

5. To avoid duplicate claims, atfidavit is
signed certifying no previous applica-
tion has been made. To file duplicate
claim requires written permission from
BuPers.

W
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ENLISTED MEN
WHAT LOSSES ARE COVERED?

1. ltemws of elothing and small stores (not
to exceed regulation full bag).
Watches,

ISyeplasses,

Bluejackets' Manual.

Toilet articles (maximum total: $10,
including razor not to exceed $5).
Money (if deposited for safekeeping
and if receipt of receiving disbursing
ofticer is produced).

WHAT DO YOU HAVYE TO DO?

For clothing and small stores:

Prepure claim on 8&A Form 28, in
quadruplicate, stating items lost and
exccuting affidavit on reverse of form.

2, Dresent claim to proper officer (see
following séctlon) for adjudication and
approval.

3. I'resent original approved claim to any
supply oflicer authorized to issue cloth-
ing and small stores.

For items 2-6 in section above:

Claims handled in same manner as of-
ficers' claims for cash reimbursement
(zee column at left).

WHO CAN OK CLAIMS?

For clothing and small stores:
Any ofticer of or above the rank of
Commander who ls:
1. A commanding officer, or
2, In a higher echelon of command, or
#. The senior officer present.
(For items 2-6 in top section above;
See column at left. Claims handled in
same manner as ollicers’ cluims for
cush reimbursement.)

WHAT DOES HE DO?

1. Places certificate of approval on clain,
specifying amount for which claim is
approved.

Delivers original and 2 copies of ap-

red claim to man for safekeeping.

ards one copy immediately to
BuPers for records.

4. Forwards monthly report on claims

and claimants to BuPers,

WHO REIMBURSES? HOW?

Supply officer:
1. lssues clothing and small stores within
limit of amount approved (but not
necessarily  conforming  with  items
lost).
Endorses on orviginal claim the date,
ship or station, and total value of issue
made, and returns it to man, except
when issues equal or exceed full value
of certificate. Such issues are ex-
pended on invoice S&A Form 71, sup-
ported by certified copy of approving
certificate (except that original will be
filed to substantiate final issue) and
by individual clothing receipt. Such
invoices will be covered by monthly
transfer statement (S&A Form 222)
charging PS&T and crediting Clothing
and Small Stores Fund.
(See also NOTES & EXCEPTIONS in col-
umn at left.)
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such consideration as may be practi-
cable to the men’s individual desires
for duty and to the desirability of
their being reassigned to the same
type of duty for which they were
trained. Men needing hospitalization or
rehabilitation get special attention.

Prior to their being granted leave
or liberty, both the officers and the
men are thoroughly instructed in re-
gard to security of information. They
are told what information has already
been made public concerning the ship's
loss, and warned against divulging
any other information. If circum-
stances prevent such instruction, all
hands should of course lean over back-
wards in exercising caution so that se-
curity will not be jeopardized.

The men are not detached to pro-
ceed to new stations until the follow-
ing have been accomplished:

(a) Pay accounts reconstructed

and opened.

(b) Skeleton health record pre-
pared.

(¢) Sheets 9 and 10 of their serv-
ice record prepared (showing
transfer, change of rating,
new duty, etc.) and a dupli-
cate forwarded to the Bureau
of Naval Personnel. (Service

records, though, need not be
reconstructed until the men
arrive at their new station.)

(d) Claims for lost clothing and
effects submitted.

(e) Men outfitted with clothing.

Similar procedures probably would
have been initiated had you landed at
a receiving ship or station abroad in-
stead of in the continental United
States, with the possible exceptions
that (a) you might receive only a
“skeleton” clothing outfit, sufficient to
maintain you temporarily, in case you
were fo be returned to the U. 8., and
(b) your reassignment might be ac-
complished by your Commander Serv-
ice Force locally instead of following
return to the U. S,

The Three R’s

Reconstruction, replacement, reim-
bursement—those are three of the
R’s that may affect you as a survivor.
What do you have to do about losses
and records and pay accounts?

EReconstruction of records and pay
accounts probably is necessary if the
ship sank quickly and it was not pos-
sible to get the records off. Medical
officers take care of the health data,
and personnel officers look after the
service data—but you're in port now
and your pockets are empty, so how
about your pay account?

The procedure followed to permit
prompt resumption of regular pay-
ments to survivors is as follows:

(a) Your commanding officer may
authorize any disbursing officer to re-
construet your pay account if it has
been lost in a sinking.




(b) You are furnished a form to be
used in preparing a sworn statement
giving such details as current items of
pay, allowances, extra pay details, al-
lotments, sundry checkages, and so on,
which appeared in your pay account at
the time of the sinking. This state-
ment is to include the amounts drawn
during the month in which the sinking
occurred and the amount left undrawn
as shown on the latest money list.
After the pay account has been recon-
strueted as prescribed in paragraph
(¢) immediately below, you may be
paid any amount due you as shown on
the reconstructed pay account just as
payments would be made on the basis
of a regular pay account.

(¢) The disbursing officer opens a
pay account for you from and includ-
ing the first day of the month in which
the casualty occurred and makes proper
credits and charges in the account
on the basis of the facts presented
in your sworn statement, including
credit of any unpaid balance due you
up to and including the last day of the
month prior to that in which the sink-
ing occurred.

(d) Ome signed copy of the sworn
statement is then forwarded by the
disbursing officer to the Bureau of
Supplies and Accounts, Field Branch
(Master Accounts Division) in Cleve-
land, Ohio, for review and for verifi-
cation of the allotment and family al-
lowance charges. This division then
notifies the disbursing officer of any
pay adjustments which should be made
in your account on the basis of infor-
mation available there, and forwards
a photostat of S&A Form 6 (allot-
ment authorization) for each allot-
ment registered.

Worth noting is the fact that
amounts due you and unpaid on the
last pay day will be credited to you
immediately in your pay account fol-
lowing a ship’s loss, even though dis-
bursing records were lost.

Replacement and reimbursement for
any loss of personal property you may
have suffered in a ship casualty is
handled as follows:

If you are an enlisted man—

(1) You are furnished a requisition
receipt for items of clothing and small
stores (S&A Form 28) by the supply
officer of any activity having clothing
for issue. You must make a sworn
statement on this form listing the
items of clothing and small stores lost
in the casualty and claim reimburse-
ment therefor.

(2) Prior to approval, the supply
officer enters on your claim the issue
value for each of the items for which
reimbursement is claimed, and the
total value of the claim.

(8) Any officer of or above the rank
of commander, who is a commanding
officer or in a higher echelon of com-
mand, may approve the claim on the
spot in an amount not to exceed the
value of a full bag.

CHECK LIST
OF LOSSES

IIF
CLOTHING
I and
‘SMALL STORES

(Nok to exceed
regulation full

" bag)

BLUEJACKETS' MANUAL

MONEY (IF deposited for safekeeping, and if
receipt of receiving disbursing officer is produced)

q

for which an enlisted
man can be reimbursed

if result of a casualty

EYEGLASSES

o &

CUFF LINKS and
COLLAR BUTTONS
(chief petty officors.
stewards. eooks)

e

TOILET ARTICLES
{Maximum total allowed: $10,
including raxor not to exceed $5,)

(4) After approval, the original
claim is returned to you (Note: don’t
lose it! A duplicate will not be issued
if you do). It may then be presented
to any supply officer. He is author-
ized to issue you clothing and small
stores within the limit of the amount
approved, without regard to specific
items lost. He then makes appropri-
ate endorsement on the original ap-
proved claim to indicate the issues
made.

(5) Claims of enlisted men for cash
reimbursement for articles not cus-
tomarily issued in kind are handled
in the manner prescribed for claims of
officers, as mentioned in the next para-
graph. Reimbursement may be made
for the following:

Watches

Eyeglasses

Bluejackets’ Manual

Toilet articles (maximum

amount: §10, ineluding

which must not exceed §5)

Cuff link, collar buttons and cloth-

ing (other than items of clothing

and small stores) of chief petty
officers, stewards and cooks

Money deposited for safekeeping

(see special section on this which

follows)

Enlisted men may not be reimbursed
in cash for the loss of any item not
specifically mentioned above.

If you are an officer, and have suf-
fered a loss of personal property in a

total
razor,

casualty, you may file a claim for re-
imbursement in cash on S&A Form
324. You present this claim to any
commandant, or commander of forees
afloat, or their respective chiefs of
staff, who are authorized by the Bu-
reau of Naval Personnel to adjudicate
claims for cash reimbursement (chart
on opposite page lists some of them).
Upon approval, the original claim may
be presented by you to any disbursing
officer for payment.

Funds. So far as the Navy is con-
cerned, if you have amounts of pay
and allowances to which you are en-
titled but do not require for immediate
use, you can dispose of them in five
ways: (1) make allotments for sav-
ings or other authorized purposes, (2)
leave such amounts due as an unpaid
balance in your pay account, (3) if
you are an enlisted man, request
checkage of your pay account for the
purpose of savings deposits, (4) draw
amounts due and make deposits for
safekeeping with your disbursing of-
ficer, and (5) draw amounts due and
retain them in your own custody.

Allotments for savings or other au-
thorized purposes provide maximum
security and will continue without in-
terruption even though disbursing rec-
ords pertaining to your pay account
go down with your ship.

Amounts due and unpaid on the last
pay day will be credited immediately
in your pay account following a cas-
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ualty, even though disbursing records
pertaining to your account are lost.

Your savings deposits are recorded
in a savings deposit record book in
the custody of your disbursing of-
ficer, and your deposits are reported
monthly to the General Accounting
Office. If your deposit record book
is lost, you may be issued a new one
upon authorization of the General Ac-
counting Office, which will furnish a
statement showing the amount stand-
ing to your credit according to their
records. (See also Tips for Survivors,
No. 2, at the end of this article.)

In the event a deposit for safekeep-
ing which you made with your disburs-
ing officer goes down with your ship,
you may be reimbursed provided you
produce the receipt for the deposit, or,
if that is missing, produce evidence,
including an affidavit from the dis-
bursing officer, that will establish con-
clusively that you had deposited the
money for safekeeping and had not
withdrawn it prior to the casualty.

As for cash which you have in your
possession at the time of the sinking,
you'd better hold on to it, for nobody
is going to replace it if you lose it!

Officers who find themselves float-
ing in the south Pacific and are subse-
quently picked up by a rescue ship
may also find themselves without very
much in the way of funds on their
person, prior to reconstruction of their
pay accounts, Although money is not
a vital necessity at this stage, fel-
low officers can probably provide any

case, it is usually possible to obtain a
loan through the Welfare Fund of
either the ship or the shore activity.
This is a non-interest-bearing loan
which you ecan repay when you are
again within reach of your funds.

Your Reassignment

Who knows who the survivors are?
How are casualties reported? What
if the muster roll, for instance, went
down with the ship?

To begin with, the criginal of the
muster roll is usually not on the ship
at all. Every three months the ship’s
muster roll is made up and the origi-
nal forwarded to BuPers. A copy is
retained by the ship.

In addition to this quarterly muster
roll, there is also made out a monthiy
report of changes, showing only the
changes made in the muster since the
last quarterly report. Comparison of
this with the muster roll would show
the actual complement of the ship each
month.

And finally, there is the sailing
list, prepared when your ship last
left port. Like the monthly report of
changes, this shows only alterations in
the muster roll, to conform with the
actual personnel aboard the ship when
she sailed. From this the status of
the ship’s complement can be quickly
determined, for precautions are taken
to see that it is available in several
places.

The original of the sailing list is

reasonable amount needed. In any forwarded to BuPers. Then copies are
34/-6/-12 DOEJ John H. V-6 USNR
FITe or Service Mo. Surname, First Name and Initial Class Designat ion
PAY AND ALLOWANCES PERSONAL W) THDRAWAL
INFORMATION MEMORANDUM
CREDITS 7717438716743 | WE (on ovewAi0)]|  ORAM
AMM3c(BR] (381643 | 78]00| 8190 | “oate AMOUNT “ DATE AMOUNT
S&FSD 15l6o] 15[60 T3] XX [78|[—==amcfmemefau
Avial S 39)o0| 20|95 | 71543 19|00|720743] _i19]00
S&FSD (Avia) (S/M) 7l8o| 7lso | 7/31/43]  _65|00]|(8/543| 65|00
Other Credits: | g/16/48 XX | 46| cmeme b mmm e
: 8/5/43|__19|00|[a2043| 19|00
[om/&ﬁa 4lool[sb/43 5loo
Total Credits_____3|{40|40|146(|25 | 9/15/43 /0|00|[s20/43 ioloo
CHECKAGES, i 9/3043 122|00||lokA3| 122[00
Allotments : ”
N 5/41-ISN 3[75] 3[75 3 f
D 2/43-IND 30jo0| 3000 | |
' ;
|
Family Allowances 2z2|00| 22|00 |
|
Other Checkages: i
; |
Total Checkages $| 55|75| 55|75 ‘[
NET PAY PER MONTH 3| g4ls5| solso l.
DISBURSING This is a MEMORANDUM OMLY. Do m’&l‘@. STAMP, ENDORSE or MAKE A FPAYMENT on this
OFF ICER: card. Use ONLY a8 an aid in reconstructing lost pay sccount but NOT in lieu of
; the required aworn statement NOE in. lieu of the requised Pay account,

FIRST AID in reconstructing pay accounts is this bandy personal memo
card, now used by Navy personnel aboard several ships. Card shown is
two-thirds actual size, folds, and may be prepared locally.
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distributed : one aboard the ship itself,
and one with the flag commander of
the shore activity from which the ship
put out. Several others are distributed
among other ships in your unit or task
forece, so that some record of the ship’s
personnel is usually available.

Thus the names of all hands were
known when you left port. But how
about when you are picked up as sur-
vivors? You then find your way back
into the official records in several
ways.

(a) The Commander Service Force
reports your existence as a survivor to
BuPers.

(b) The first shore activity at which
you land reports you as a supernum-
erary.

(¢) Your commanding officer reports
your existence to the Commander Ser-
vice Force, to the shore activity, and
to BuPers.

(d) Your presence is also reported
to the same sources by the command-
ing officer of the rescuing ship.

If your ship went down in the south
Pacific, for example, and you were
returned to the United States as a
survivor, your arrival was probably
preceded by a report from ComSoPac.
Had the Commander Service Force re-
quired you immediately in his area, you
would not have been returned to the
United States but would have been
reassigned in the area, perhaps to
another ship as a replacement, or to
an overseas shore station. If you were
returned to the United States as a
survivor, however, your reassignment
to duty would be handled by the Com-
mander Service Force (Subordinate

* Command). Through an arrangement

with BuPers, the respective Subordi-
nate Command, Pacific and Atlantic,
has jurisdiction over the reassignment
of survivors to other duty.

Notification of Casualties

Reporting of casualties is one of the
serious duties facing any commanding
officer following the sinking of a ship
under his command. There are several
rules that must be observed, as well
as some dangers to be avoided.

The immediate necessity, of course,
is to find out who is a casualty, If the
muster roll has not been lost, and if
all the men have been taken aboard
the same rescue ship, this ean be done
easily enough. Where there is no
muster roll available, or where the
men are scattered among several res-
cuing ships, the information probably
has to be assembled by “word of
mouth”—by mustering the men aboard
their various ships or at the first port
reached and inquiring from each as to
what he knows of his shipmates:
which he saw rescued, which he knows
were lost, which he doesn’t know
about. .

By assembling and checking these
reports, a muster can be made up and

(Continued on Page 44)




FIRST AID

ture is indicated when there is pain, localized tenderness,
unnatural position of limb or inability to use it. When frac-
ture is suspected, victim should be treated as fracture case.

e e

AFTER SPLINT has been applied to arm fracture, the
arm should be put in sling. Injured man’s neckerchief, or
that of man giving first aid, makes efficient sling. (In com-
pound fracture, treat the wound first—then the fracture.)

THOMAS RING SPLINT, usually available aboard ship, is
often used in cases of leg or thigh fractures. With it, trac-
tion is applied to overcome muscle pull and keep the broken
bone ends in position while vietim is being moved.

FOR FRACTURES

SUPPORT, called a splint, should be supplied to keep
broken ends of fracture from moving and causing further
injury. In compound fracture cases the skin is broken; all
other bone breaks are simple fractures.

EASILY APPLIED SPLINT for the lower leg or ankle
may be made by using a pillow and a bayonet and scab-
bard. A rifle or other material that may be handy can also
be used, or heavy wire mesh supplied with first-aid kits.

SKULL FRACTURE is often hard to detect, since there
may be no visible scalp wound. Look for bleeding from
the nose, ears or mouth of victim of suspected skull frac-

fure. —Official U. 8. Navy Photographs,
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The Knockout at Midway

Undetected American Carrier Force
Delivered Final Blow to Jap Fleet

By FLETCHER PRATT

Author of “Sea Power and Today’s
War,” “Fighting Ships of the U. S. Navy”
and “The Navy Has Wings.”

Some time between 0830 and 0900
on 4 June the crisis of the Battle of
Midway had been passed, though no
one in the Ameri-
can forces knew
it at the time.
The Japanese had
struck hard with
their sea-borne air
forces at our is-
land base and had
damaged it; still
more had they
damaged the
aerial resources of the defense. But
our landbased aviators had also struck
at them; they had lost at least one of
their transports, one carrier at least
was in very bad shape, a second dam-
aged, there were bombs in other ves-
sels all through the fleet; and their
aerial losses were such that only vic-
tory could pay for them. They had
not won this victory. They were ac-
cepting a drawn battle, turning around
to come back later for another try—
perhaps no later than the next day—
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when a force of which they were com-
pletely ignorant came rushing into
action.

It was the American carrier strik-
ing force of Admiral Spruance [who
led last month’s invasion of Gilbert
Islands—ED].

This striking force, which you will
recall had been hurrying toward Mid-
way that eventful morning, had three
carriers—Yorktown, Hornet and En-
terprise. The carriers were hull-down
from one another, now somewhat
northeast of Midway, still running
fast toward the scene of action. In all
the ships, pilots had been called from
their bunks at 0300; by 0400 they
were in the ready rooms, talking ex-
citedly as weather information and the
course and speed of the enemy were
posted on the blackboards. On some
vessels loudspeakers were tuned in on
the battle frequency; everyone aboard
could hear the shouts of Henderson's
men as they went into their desperate

This is the second of two articles
by Mr. Pratt recounting the Battle
of Midway, reprinted with permis-
sion from Harper's Magazine. The
first appeared last month.

adventure, the voice of a young B-17
pilot, breaking with emotion on the
high note, the clear, rapid words of
Colonel Sweeney making his assign-
ments. A flash from the high com-
mand said the Japs were attacking
Midway. The Jap bombers making
that attack must have been almost in
sight of our ships behind the thin,
chill haze that covered the morning
where they were, and still the ships
were pushing west at such speed that
the destroyers were taking it green
over their bows. At 0730 the pilots
manned planes and were summoned
from them again, stamping the deck
and apostrophizing the bridge—
“Wouldn’t you think at a time like this
they'd get things straight up there?”

Just before 0900 Admiral Spruance
got straight the two matters that had
to be straight before he could release
his thunderbolt, First, the enemy car-
riers had been found. Second, his own
carriers had moved into position where
fighters could give the attacking
planes cover all the way in. The
American fleet had now run through
its haze area into clear bright weather.
“Pilots, man your planes!”

From Lieut. Dickinson’s unidentified
carrier there were 14 torpedo planes,




36 dive bombers and fighter escort;
from each of the other carriers about
the same, to make up the greatest
concentration of sea-air strength yet
seen in war. The Hornet’s Torpedo
Squadron 8 was under Lieut. Comdr.
John C. Waldron; among the flying
clouds of the weather front near the
target he lost contact with the rest of
our planes and could not find the
enemy. Convinced that the course he
had flown should have brought him to
intercept the Japs near where they
were last reported and that the clouds
would not hide so great a concentra-
tion of ships, he reasoned that there
was only one explanation for missing
them—the Japs must have turned
back whence they had come. He turned
northwest therefore, and a little after
1100 found them, four carriers sliding
along in a close group, with all the
retinue of other ships around.

The long run had taken nearly all
his gas, he had lost the fighters that
were to cover him, and the Japs were
now located. “Request permission to
withdraw from action to refuel,” he
radiced. But the enemy had slipped
observation once; they might do it
again and return with their superior
force. “Attack at onee” radioed back
the “human machine,” though the men
in those planes were his friends.

Ensign George Gay was one of that
squadron. He has described how they
found the Jap fleet closely bunched
around their carriers, a line less than
ten miles long from end to end, to get
the maximum effect from their AA
fire, and how Zeros swarmed around
the American planes as they went in,
taking every advantage of the fact
that a torpedo plane has to make a
long level run before launching.

Watching a Jap Catastrophe
“I'm hit,” said Gay’s machine-gun-
ner over the interphone, but the plane
still worked; Gay drove in toward
the bows of an onrushing -carrier,
dropped his missile, swung up and
along her side toward the stern. A
Jap shell went off right in the middle
of the rudder controls, burning his leg,
and at almost the same moment a bul-
let hit his left arm. The plane stalled
and struck the water, already several
miles astern of the carrier. As Gay
came up, the tail of the machine stuck
out of the water, but of his gunner
and radioman there was no sign; they
were gone with every other man of
Torpedo 8. Gay was the only survivor.
A bag floated free from the wreck with
a rubber raft in it, and a small black
bombardier’s cushion. He grabbed the
cushion, bandaged his wounds under
water, and looked up in time to catch
the most spectacular sight-of the war.
Lieutenant Commander Clarence
MecCluskey with Bombing 6 and Scout-
ing 6 (all carrying bombs this day)
had found the Japs and was attack-
ing—this time with fighter cover. The
undamaged carrier Kaga was making

her full 30 knots into the wind, trying
to shoot off her refueled fighters; for
the attack had come as a dreadful
surprise to the Japs, who thought
they were done with Midway. The
first three bombs missed, and back on
our carriers the radios picked up
MecCluskey’s fervent swearing. But of
the next three, one landed among the
airplanes on the Kuaga's afterdeck,
lighting a fire that burned with elee-
tric brilliance even in the candid day-
light; one went through into the
hangar deck to toss a column of de-
bris aloft; and one set light to the
planes forward, ready to fly. Then
there were hits and hits till the Kaga
blazed from stem to stern and the last
man in the formation gave his load of
bombs to a destroyer, which stopped
with smoke and steam gushing from
the engine room. Gay saw a prodigi-
ous column of flame shoot up from the
Kaga and even at his distance felt a
shock through the water. Her maga-
zines had gone.

When he looked at the other car-
riers he could see the Akagi burning
fiercely, fired by Lieut. Best’s Bomb-
ing 6, with nobody knows how many
hits as she sought in vain to maneu-
ver with that torpedo hole in her side.
The Soryn too was alight; she had
been hit by Bombing 8 (normally the
Saratoga’s squadron, but the Navy
has not said what ship they flew from
4 June). And two of the battleships
were burning. All across the horizon
a long line of warships were rocking
and blazing on the slow Pacific swell.
Down near the water our torpedo
planes from our other carriers were
coming in, much harried by Zeros,
which seemed to have taken them as
their especial targets and let the ships
care for themselves against the bomb-
ers—one reason why it was bomber's
field day while the torpedo men suf-
fered. Out of 41 Ameriecan torpedo
planes that left the carriers that
morning only 6 got home and nobody
knows whether they accomplished
much or little. No one has much de-
tail of any kind on this last stage of
the attack. Gay saw only that line of
burning giants with destroyers hurry-
ing round to pump and salvage. Dick-
inson, from his more comprehensive
point of view aloft, saw the undam-
aged Hiryu hurrying away into the
mists. The second phase of the battle
was over and the Japanese were a
beaten fleet.

It must have been about this time
that the radios carried the message
reported by Correspondent Casey—the
gasp of a Japanese scout as he came
through a cloud: “My God, the whole
United States fleet is out here!”

A Spread Formation

But there was life in those Japanese
vet; there was one punch left in the
Hiryu. Our carriers had turned and
were steaming southwestward, keep-

ing their distance from those fast
Japanese battleships, since they had
nothing stronger than fighters left
aboard and nothing better than cruis-
ers to cover them. (The Scharn-
horst had sunk the Glorious in a few
minutes off Norway under such con-
ditions.) The three carrier groups
were spread very wide, hull down
from one another, which kept the Japs
from hitting all of them at once as
theirs had been hit, but also increased
the enemy’s chances of finding and
hitting at least one—a variation in
method that will doubtless long exer-
cise tacticians, Put it that this was
a special case; there was no longer
any chance of concealment in that
clear, still day with our planes batter-
ing the Japanese ships, and Admiral
Spruance’s spread formation allowed
the fizhter planes from all to go to the
aid of the first carrier attacked.

It was the Yorktown, the northern-
most ship, that was struck just after
1200 by 36 dive bombers from the
Hiryu, which may have followed some
of our planes home from their foray.
“Stand by to repel air attack,” said
her loudspeakers, and the fighter pa-
trols of the other carrviers joined the
Yorktown's. “It was damned spec-
tacular,” said an officer of one ecar-
rier. “On the horizon there would be
a flash of flame and a mass of thick
black smoke plunging downward to
the sea. There would be another flash
and another downward pencil; finally
it looked like the sky over there was
covered by a curtain of smoke stream-
ers.”

Only seven Jap planes came through
that hornet’s nest of American fight-
ers, but they came in a mood of Oui-
ental desperation, and despite losing
three more at the ship, they planted
bombs. Ome hit the Yorktown just
abaft the island, smashed up the guns
there, and started a fire; another hit
in the forward elevator well and
started more fire from the tanks of
the planes on the hangar deck; and
still another bomb went through the
gide of the funnel, blowing out the
fires in the ship’s engine room. The
Yorktown stopped; watching her from
the Hornet’s deck they could see a tall
column of smoke shoot straight up.
But on the damaged carrier the fires
were got in hand and Engineer Officer
John F. Delaney said he could work
her up to 15 knots after repairs.

Among our other ships the mood
had become a kind of restrained jubi-
lation. They had heard the words and
broken exclamations on battle fre-
quency—*“Take the one on the right,
Joe.,” “Boy, look at that bastard
burn.” “Zero on your tail, Zero on
your tail”—and a few fliers’ reports
were on hand. Everyone was saying
our big attack on the Javanese fleet
had been a success, thouzh how much
of a success would be uncertain till
the planes came trailing in just be-
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fore and during the attack on the
Yorktown.

But the Hornet’s planes did not
come home at all; Torpedo 8 was all
down, as we have seen, and the ship’s
scout-bombing groups had traveled
just enough farther than the rest to
leave them short of juice to get home.
A few crash-landed at sea; the rest
made Midway with the last drops in
their tanks, two falling short of the
runway by exactly the 300 feet which
brought them down in the lagoon,
whence their pilots waded ashore. The
Yorktown's planes came back in twos
and threes, many of them hurt, but
Bombing 3 had suffered little, and
Bombing 6 was there, all in forma-
tion as though returning from a train-
ing flight.

The Best-Planned Aftack

They and all the other planes in the
fleet still fit for work were refueled
and remunitioned, while the pilots
grabbed sandwiches and coffee, and
then took off again to get that last
Jap ecarrier, the Hiryu, and break up
her flight deck. She and her escort,
which now seems te have included
most of the support force (since it
had two battleships and a heavy
cruiser besides destroyers), had
steamed right away from the rest of
the dolorous Japanese armada, north-
eastward. A good trick if it worked,
but we had practical command of the
air now, and our scouts found her.
Whoever it was that first saw her, a
Yorktown man, Lieutenant Sam
Adams, scuttling along the edge of the
clouds with his radio key open, de-
seribed the course, speed, and compo-
sition of the Hiryw and her escorting
group of ships so accuiately that the
tactical officers back on our ecarriers
could assign precise targets to every
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man, Thus it happened that this was
the most carefully worked-out attack
of them all.

It must have been 1430 or later be-
fore our attacking group of planes
got away; and since the two fleets
were now farther apart and steaming
away from each other, it must have
been after 1600 before they reached
the Hiryu group. Now the day-long
losing battle that the Japanese airmen
had fought began to have its effect.
Their fighter opposition was weak.
Their anti-aireraft fired furiously
enough, but the men who fired must
have reached the point of black de-
spair over the endless procession of
star-marked planes that came out of
the clouds to pound their dying ships.
Hardly a blow from all that group of
American planes missed its target;
the Hiryu was hit and hit again with
bombs timed to pierce her deck till she
burned from end to end. Both battle-
ships were hit, the cruiser and the de-
stroyer were hit, while our loss was
next to nothing.

By now it was after 1600, At about
this time a flight of Army Flying
Fortresses from Qahu, which had used
their immense range to run 1,000
miles or more to the battle area, were
getting low on gas and had seen
neither friend nor enemy through the
broken clouds. “Prepare to drop
bombs,” said the squadron leader.
They all thought they were going to
jettison and make the best of their
way back to base, but the lead plane
dipped and as they followed it down,
“in the distance we saw hundreds of
fighter planes hovering above a line of
burning ships,” says one of them.
“Someone said on the interphone,
‘Everybody at battle stations, here
come the Zeros.'” But the Zeros did
not come, and a moment later the

Army men realized delightedly that
what had looked like Zeros were only
the anti-aireraft bursts from ships
whose fighter protection was now 500
fathoms down at the bottom of the
Pacifie, all of them blazing away in
wild nervousness 20 miles in advance
of the attackers.

“No undamaged carriers were vis-
ible,” and the two battleships in sight
were both burning. The fliers chose
targets of opportunity. Three big
bombs completed the ruin of the
Akagi; a heavy cruiser was hit and
a light cruiser. One bomb struck
square on the fantail of a destroyer,
which was halfway under and covered
by a cloud of smoke as the planes
soared away to make emergency land-
ings on Midway.

But in their last gasp of the day the
Japs got the Yorktown. A flight of
15 torpedo planes from the Hiryu
crossed our attack force somewhere in
the skies (why they did not come
simultaneously with their bombers is
another of the minor mysteries of
Midway) and came in on the damaged
carrier with fighter escort while their
own ships were getting the works.

Seven Jap torpedo planes and some
of the fighters went down in a savage
dogfight; three more fell to the car-
rier’s AA fire before they could launch
their torpedoes, and all the rest were
lost in the pull-out, lost to American
fighters who bravely entered their own
barrage to get at the enemy. (At
least one of them, Ensign Tootle, came
down in the water with an engine
knocked dead by that barrage.) Five
torpedoes streaked toward the York-
town. If she had had her full speed
she might have avoided them; if Engi-
neer Delaney had not given her 21
knots, instead of the 15 he promised,
they would all have hit her. As it
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was, two struck, one forward, one

amidships on the port side. The en-
gines stopped, the ship took a heavy
list. “My God, she’s going to capsize,”
said a lieutenant on one of the escort-
ing destroyers.

She was not going to capsize; but
she rolled out black smoke and Cap-
tain Buckmaster sadly gave the order
to abandon ship as men fought their
way up through dark compartments to
slide down ropes and nets for the
waiting destroyers to pick them up.
She was not going to capsize, though
her deck lay at so sharp an angle that
her planes could not land, and one of
them, coming in on the Hornet, caused
that ship her only casualties of the
battle. (He was a fighter pilot, badly
wounded, and he lurched against the
firing button of his .50, unconscious as
his injured plane erumpled at contact
with the deck, and sent off slugs that
cut down eight men.)

The day of battle was over. On the
Yorktown, black and monstrous in the
twilight, damage-control parties were
pumping and shoring to bring the ship
to an even keel. A few officers were
drinking coffee in the wardroom of the
Hornet, their faces drawn, their con-
versation the disjointed sentences of
men half dead with fatigue as they
discussed the Headquarter’s announce-
ment that had come through the loud-
speaker to quiet rumor: “four enemy
aircraft carriers attacked and severely
damaged . . . our losses in planes
were heavy . . . one of our carriers
out of aection.” The depression of
weariness had followed the fury. “We
sent off fifty-three dive bombers and
only got five back. If their admiral
has any sense he’ll send those battle-
ships in on us tonight. Has anybody
heard? What’s left at the Island?”

Back at Honolulu the Army was
preparing the broadcast that was to
cause so much trouble through the im-
pression of the uniformed that it was
claiming all the credit for the victory.

At Honolulu Admiral Nimitz, and
out at Midway Captain Simard, were
trying to reconcile the reports of men
who had seen the enemy only during
the few seconds while they were flash-
ing past at 300 miles an hour under
intense attack. More reports kept
coming in; PBY’s were out all over
the ocean that night and more were
going out, some getting hit and com-
ing down in the water, some coming
down without being hit, to conserve
their last precious fuel by taxiing in.
At Midway the oil fire still burned—
the Flying Fortresses had used it as
a beacon—and everyone was working
like mad at the tasks of repair, paus-
ing now and then to snatch something
to eat from the kettles that boiled in
the open. “Before that attack the
contractors were just contractors, but
after it they just couldn’t do enough,”
said one of the marines who saw them.
What was left of Marine Bombing 241

had had its planes fixed up and would
go out presently under Major Norris
for a night attack in that worldless
black, each plane steering on the faint
blue exhaust flare of the one ahead,
and Major Norris would not come
back.

It was a twilight of tension and
doubt, through which no one at Mid-
way or Honolulu or in the fleet real-
ized what a state of material and
moral disintegration the Japanese
were in after having suffered a defeat
beyond palliation. OQur fleet steamed
steadily east and away from an enemy
who might be coming back for a sur-
face attack by night, when our aerial
mastery would be void. No one knew—
no one could know then—that under
this same twlight Lieutenant Com-
mander William H. Brockman’s sub-
marine, which had all day been driven
down by repeated depth-charge at-
tacks, had at last found the Japs dis-
organized enough to permit her to
close in on one of the smoke clouds
that lay close to the water. Under it
was the badly damaged Soryu, “the
Blue Dragon,” still burning but mov-
ing slowly, shepherded by two big flo-
tilla leaders. The submarine fired two
torpedoes; the Blue Dragon vomited
flame and capsized into it.

Ensign Gay could not communicate
with the high command to tell how,
as he clung to his cushion, Japanese
planes droned through the evening
sky, far and near,-seeking hopelessly
for a place to land. Off at the limit
of his visien a cruiser pulled alongside
the burning Kega and fired salves into
her till the derelict sank; farther on
the horizon he saw the Akagi tip up
her bows and dive. It was growing
dark; patches of glare appeared on
the clouds where the Japs were using
searchlights. One of them was red
and unsteady, perhaps the glow of a
burning ship.

Ensign Gay inflated his life raft,
climbed in, and in a matter-of-fact
manner began to patch the holes.

Jap Sub Attacks Midway

Toward morning—the morning of 5
June—a Japanese submarine, which
apparently had not received the bad
news, surfaced near Midway and
played =sand castles on the island with
a few shells. Shore batteries fired at
the flash and chivvied her away just
before the dawn patrols went out. The
weather front was now edging south-
ward and close to the water, with
squalls and rough sea under it, the
worst of flying conditions, but the re-
ports that came in were more encour-
aging than anyone had dared hope.
Nowhere near Midway was there any
sign of Japanese ships afloat, only a
great amount of debris, oil slicks
and black Japanese life rafts, always
empty. A few American life rafts,
tenanted, to which destroyers and
PBY’s were directed, No sign of any

Jap carriers or aircraft of whatever
species; and when contact was finally
made with their striking force off to
the northwest it was seen to be hurry-
ing home at the best speed of which
its cripples were capable, already far
distant.

The Japanese occupation force, pre-
sumably held back by the slower trans-
ports, were still clear of the weather
front and now nearest of all the
enemy. Some fliers thought they rec-
ognized, among its escort, vessels that
had been with the Hiryu the night be-
fore, which could be true if they had
not drawn in as rear guard after leav-
ing the place where that last carrier
sank during the night. Admiral Spru-
ance turned hiz carrier group round
and swung full speed into the pursuit
despite his loss in planes, the Hornet's
bombers from Midway joining at sea.
But they had a chase ahead of them
before they could reach striking range
again. .

The Army Flying Fortresses, how-
ever, had range enough; and Lieuten-
ant Colonel Brook Allen, who had been
a member of the Pearl Harbor investi-
gating committee, took them out again,
while the indefatigable marines of
Midway boiled out also, two forma-
tions of six dive bombers each. The
target of the latter was a cruiser and
battleship, somewhat separated from
the other Japanese about 140 miles
west of Midway. This would be some
more of the Hiryu's escort; slanting
down southwestward across the front
of action they would just about reach
that spot by 0800 on 5 June, the hour
when the marines hit them.

The Japs put up no fighter defense
but there was “heavy and accurate
anti-aireraft fire” and 12 planes were
not enough to saturate it to ineffective-
ness. Captain Richard Fleming's
plane was hit—the squadron leader;
the others saw it begin to burn, not
too late for Fleming to jump, but he
chose rather to hold to his dive and
plant a beautiful direct hit on the
cruiser before he plunged into the sea.
The others all missed the dodging
ship, but some by so narrow a margin
that she counts as at least a badly
damaged ship, her seams opened.

An hour or two later Lt. Col.
Allen’s Flying Fortresses came in on
the same group, now augmented by
having fallen in with another contin-
gent. “It was duck soup that day,”
said the Army pilots with relish.
“They didn’t have any more fighters.”
The ecruiser that Capt. Fleming had
hit was recognizably in trouble. Of
course the Army men picked on that
cripple, giving her a direct hit amid-
ships and another right under the
stern that left her with a heavy list,
spinning circles like a teetotum. That
was the last anybody saw of that ship,
and maybe she went down; but no
claims are made, nor are there any

(Continued on Page 47)
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Pistol-Packin’ Christmas

This Christmas looks like pretty slim pickings for the Prince of ?Peace. And
that “good will toward men” idea would seem to be getting a pushing around,
too.

That green stuff they're wearing in their hats in the Solomons isn’t holly.
And the snow is white in the mountain passes of Italy, but those aren’t snow-
balls the boys are tossing around. The music in the south Pacific this Christmas
comes from a bugle—sounding “General Quarters.”

Offhand, you'd think war and “good will toward men” wouldn’t mix. But it's
that good will toward men we're fighting for, even if we are having to get it
the hard way. It's peace we want, too, but we know now that to get the kind
of peace that won’t explode into shrapnel again we've got to fight. That makes
it a little mixed up on the basis of the ideas we had before this frouble
started.

A little mixed up, but not entirely. We know, and the people we're fighting
for all over the world know, that we are fighting for something we happen to
believe in even if a lot of people have overused the words—peace, brotherhood
of man, democracy. And we know that when we win, there’ll be plenty of Christ-
mas, and plenty of good will, for everybody.

That kind of a Christmas—for everybody—is one of the things we're shooting
the works for. Until we get it, therell be no laying that pistol down, babe. But
when it does come, because of what we’re doing now, we'll be able to say
“Merry Christmas” again and know it’s really true. It’s in that faith we'll
celebrate our Christmas this year.

Quotes of the Month

Rear Admiral Thomas Leigh Gatch:
“There can be no quick end to this
war. If we are not to prove traitors
to our sons and grandsons and leave
them this sorry business every genera-
tion from now until our country finally
falls, then we American people must
unalterably resolve that this war will
go on until Japan is destroyed.”
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Hitler: “I know I demand the ap-
parent impossible from the battlefront
but this almost impossible must force
a decision in our favor. Everything
is possible, but that I should lose my
nerve is impossible. The fight for
Germany has made me what I am.”
[Munich beer-hall address.]

WHAT wiLL we 00 THIS YEAR ?
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LETTERS

TO THE

EDITOR

This column is open to unofficidl coii-
wiumications from within the Naval
Service on wmatters of general inierest.
However, i s not iniended to conflict
in any way with Navy Regulations re-
garding the forwarding of official mail
through channels, nor is it to substitute
for the policy of obtaining information
from the local commanding officer in all
possible instanices. Answers to corre-
i‘gemﬁm'te dddressed to the Editor twill be
through this column only.

To THE EDITOR:

You mentioned that Elizabeth Kor-
ensky, S2¢, who was killed in the ex-
plosion at NAS, Norfolk, 17 Septem-
ber, was the first Women’s Reserve
member to die in the line of duty (IN-
FORMATION BULLETIN, October 1943,
p. 41). It is believed that Ewvelyn
Crutchfield, SK3e, who wa# neeiden-
tally killed 18 July at Naval Aif Tech-
fifeal Training Center, Memphis, Tenn,.
was the first.—F. R. C., Lieut. (sc)
USNR.

Answer: Evelyn Inez Crutchfield,
although technically Killed in the line
of duty, was not performing required
duties when accidentally shot. There-
fore she is mot considered to be the
firat member of the Women's Reserve
to die in the actual line of duty. Eliza-
beth Korensky was the first,

To THE EDITOR;

It iz believed that a serious erior
has been made in giving the Navy
Cross precedence over the Distini=
guished Service Medal in “Summary
of Regulations Governing the Issuance
and Wearing of Decorations, Medals
and Ribbongs Now Designated for
Naval Personnel, Revised, June 1948.”
During World War I the Distinguished
Service Medal outranked the Navy
Cross. It would appear that to re-
verse the seniority of these two medals
would, in effect, detract from the dis-
tinetion formerly accorded the Distin-
guished Service Medal and set up an
incongruous situation—D. A. F.,, Lt.
Comdr., USN.

Answer: Public Law 702, approved
7 August 1942 by Congress, gave the
Navy Cross precedence over the DSM,
in addition to establishing precedence
of some other medals and decorations.

To THE EDITOR:

As a veteran of many shore patrol
assignments—I shipped for the first
time in 1912—I don’t agree with the
answer to “Your Naval I. Q.” question
15 (INFORMATION BULLETIN, October
1943, p. 71) [about the responsibility
for suppressing a disturbance]. The

(€ontinued on Page 62)
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Miies and Occupied Territory
Auis and Occupied Teritory A

On 5 Nov.—Allied strategists conclude five-day con-

. On 6 Nov.—Red Army retakes Kiev, in German hands

since September 1941, and pushes on toward Poland.

.On 9 Nov—U. 8. and Britain announce 60 U-boats

sunk in three months, 150 in six-month period.

On 13-20 Nov.—U. S. Army bombers raid Jap bases
in Marshalls and Gilbert islands, marines and Army
troops land on Makin and Tarawa atolls under Navy
cover of warships and carrier planes.

On 17 Nov.—Germans capture Leros island.

On 18 Nov.—Thousand RAF heavy bombers rain 350
two-ton bombs on Berlin.

1. On 28 and 29 Oct—U. S. forces invade Choiseul and  10.
Treasury Islands in Solomons, ference in Chungking,

2, On 20 Oct.—Moscow conference ends with agreement 11
among U. 8, Britain, Russia and China on war-and-
peace cooperition, 12

8, On 1 Nov—Red Army seals off Germans in Crimea.

4, On 1 Nov.—U, 8. Marines invade Bougainville, 13.

5. On 1-2 Nov.—U., 8. warships sink Jap cruiser and four
destroyers attempting to block Bougainville invasion.

6, On 1 and 11 Nov.—U. S. Navy carrier planes join
Army bombers in attacks on Jap shipping at Rabaul. 14,

7. On 2 Nov.—15th U. S. Army Air Force set up, Algiers.  15.

8. On 8 Nov.—Four hundred Flying Fortresses and
Liberators attack Wilhelmshaven in one of the month’s  16.

heaviest raids,

9. On 3 and 17 Nov.—U. 8. warships shell Buka.

On 20 Nov.—Germans, after falling back slowly under
steady pressure from U. S. and British armies, dig in
along new “winter defense lines” below Rome.

THE MONTH'S NEWS

Japs Hemmed. at Rabaul;
Winter Slows Italy Drive;

(Period of 21 October Through 20 November)

3 Powers in Agreement

The War

- For the first time in the four-year

history of the war, the arrival of win-
ter proved a hindrance rather than a
relief to the Allied forces in Europe
and Russia. Winter slowed both the
American and British drives toward
northern Italy and was a handicap to
bombing missions over Germany and
the occupied countries.

In the Southwest Pacific, however,
the Allied offensive swept northward

on schedule. And in the Central Pa-
cific a powerful new thrust into the
enemy’s ring of island outposts got
underway with the landing of U. 8.
marines and Army troops in the Gil-
berts.

By mid-November the complete
evacuation of the Japanese in the
Northern Solomons appeared only a
matter of time. Buin and the Short-
lands were outflanked. Choiseul was
occupied. The marines and the Army
were firmly established on Bougain-

ville and moving toward Rabaul, which
was undergoing an incessant air and
sea pounding.

Step by step General MacArthur
and Admiral Halsey pushed north-
ward. On 28 October paratroops
landed on Choiseul and the island was
taken. A day later Mono and Stirling
islands in the Treasury group were
oceupied. On 1 November the marines
were landed at Empress Augusta bay,
Bougainville, and nine days later
Army reinforcements joined them.
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These forces were only 260 miles from
Rabaul.
Naval victories in this area were

consistent with the land actions. Dur-
ing the operations Japan was reported
to have suffered one of her “worst
seaborne defeats” when a task force
routed Jap attacking ships. One Jap
cruiser, four destroyers and seventeen
planes were downed in this brief
battle. On 11 November planes from
Admiral Halsey’s earriers and from
land bases smashed at Rabaul and
sank a cruiser and two destroyers,
plus 88 planes, Only light damage
was sustained by the Allies in both
these actions,

Admiral Nimitz's intimation of an
offensive in the Central Pacific was
followed at mid-November by a week
of air smashes at airfields and other
targets in the Marshall and Gilbert
islands. Here and elsewhere the Navy
wag asking the Jap fleet to come out
and fight. On 20 November the first
landings were made on Makin and
Tarawa atolls.

Russia celebrated its most sweeping
victories in recent months. The Red
Army recaptured Kiev, in German
hands since 1941, trapped huge Nazi
forces in the Crimea and threatened
an entire Nazi army in a slashing, en-
circling drive in the Dnieper Bend.
Here, even the official German reports
at home indicated that the situation
was grave,

Kiev, gutted and fired, fell on 6 No-
vember, To the south the Reds had
cut off an estimated 1,000,000 Nazis
by forcing shut the door to the Cri-
mea trap. The Nazis had hurriedly
moved their Russian headquarters
southward to Odessa. All these ad-
vances and victories came as a fitting
climax to the three-power conference
in Moscow.

THIS IS “JIMMY?” (also called “Geeheebee,” *Ja-
bemy” and “Jeramy"), the invention of Capt. Byron
McCandless, USN (Ret.), San Diega Destroyer Base

“Jimmy” literally straddles barges

and other small craft, lifts them, and either refloats

them for further use or carries them in suspension

The rescue device got its first

commander.

to repair facilities.
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The totals since 7 December 1941:
Dead

of war not yet officially reported as such.

CASUALTY FIGURES

Casualties among naval personnel through 20 November totalled 31,602,

Wounded

I S NAvYE curna s 10,386 2,966 5,261 2,279 23,892

U. 8. Marine Corps. ... 2,108 2,678 41 1,948 7,276

U. S. Coast Guard .... 316 7 41 1 435
Total . .....oo.nns 12,810 5,621 8,943 4,228 31,602

* A number of personnel now carried in missing status undoubtedly are prisoners

Missing® Prisoners* Tatal

This conference between Secretary
Hull, Secretary Eden and Commissar
Molotov was completed 29 October
and immediately hailed by President
Roosevelt a “happy ship” conference.
Although the details of the confer-
ence are necessarily a secret, the Sen-
ate lost little time in passing a reso-
lution supporting the decisions by an
overwhelming majority. The future
of American- British- Russian- Chinese
understanding and collaboration
seemed assured.

In Italy the novel phrase “Nazi
winter defense line” appeared in the
dispatches and the German forces, now
completely on the defensive, fell back
to the Garigliano and Sangro rivers.
At no point were the American and
British armies more than 105 miles
from Rome and in some places they
were as near as 75 miles.

But mud, rain and cold had slowed
down the Allied advances in mountain-
ous, difficult terrain. Reports had ten
more German divisions reinforcing the
Nazi defenses. The Americans and
British pushed over the Volturno, soon
captured Montefalcone and Molise in
the central sector. The Nazis were
systematically destroying the ports of
Leghorn and Pescara. Captured docu-
ments indicated that they would at-
tempt to hold to their Garigliano-
Sangro line for at least eight weeks.

The pounding by air of military tar-
gets in Germany and Europe continued
unabated. On 8 November the biggest
American air force ever assembled for
a daylight raid again blasted Wil-
helmshaven.

On 18 November almost 1,000 RAF
and American bombers struck simul-
taneously at Berlin and Ludwigshafen,
dropping a total of 2,500 tons of
bombs—a new record over Germany.
Allied losses against meager opposi-
tion were 32 planes, described as very
light in ratio to the number taking
part.

Destruction of German military cen-
ters and the incessant attacks from
the air brought several housing crises
in various parts of Germany. The
Nazis were stripping Danish homes
and farms to furnish homes for
bombed-out German families. Also,
they were casting desperately about
for some weapon against the air at-
tacks.

Newest experiments along these
lines were the rocket guns and “silver
fire” introduced by fighter planes.
The rockets, Nazis hope, will enable
their fighters to stay out of range of
our huge bombers and direct a pro-
jectile of sufficient explosive power to
down the heavily armored Fortresses
and Liberators.

~—0Official U. S. Navy Photograph.

real test under actual battle conditions at Massacre
Bay, Aleutians, where it saved a lot of boats. Pushed
into surf or sand by a tractor, the device won't stick
there; it is easily stowed on ship’s deck and can be
floated ashore by lashing oil drums to the top.
Other uses: moving landing craft around in storage
places and ferrying them across shallow waters.



Elsewhere in Europe the Nazis also
were occupied with vexing problems.
The Vichy radioc warned that “open
disorder” is expected in France. Hit-
ler and party leaders warned the home
population against defeatism and de-
gpair. In Yugoslavia the armies of
Generals Tito and Mikhailovitch con-
tinued to divest several badly needed
divisions.

Good news was so scarce that Hitler
himself announced the Nazi capture
of Leros island, stepping stone on the
invasion route to the Balkans, which
fell 17 November after a five-day
battle.

An indication of conditions last
month could be drawn from speeches
made by four leaders— President
Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill,
Premier Stalin and Hitler.

The President said that our military
power is “becoming predominant.”
Churchill predicted that 1944 will
bring the climax of the European war.
Stalin hailed the increased fraternity
of the Allies,

Hitler, on the other hand, devoted
a long anniversary speech largely to
warnings against despair and cow-
ardice.

Navy News

The first American flag to fly over
Guadalecanal, after the marines landed
in August 1942, was raised over the
Capitol Building at Washington 10
November as the Marine Corps cele-
brated its 168th anniversary. Unfurled
over the Capitol at the invitation of
congressional naval committees, Old
Glory flew for the remainder of the
day as a tribute to the marines, It will

PORTENT of things to come: Britain’s 23,000-ton
“Victorious” (shown at anchor at a South Pacific
base with U. §. Navy fighter planes and torpedo
bombers lining ber deck) bas spent several months
operating against the Japanese with a U. §S. Navy
task force in exchange with an American group.
Reported the British Information Service: "No dif-
culty in operation was encountered by either squad-

be placed on display in cities through-
out the United States.
W

The War Department announced 10
November that it is turning all anti-
submarine operations over to the Navy.
The Army’s antisubmarine command
has used land-based planes operating
from four continents in sub searching
since October 1942, An exchange of
aircraft between the Army and the
Navy will be effected.

e

SecNav Frank XKnox last month
established a Navy Manpower Survey
Board to examine the officer, enlisted
and civilian complements of all Navy
shore establishments in the U, S. to
determine whether they are over or
undermanned and whether their man-
power is being used efficiently.

Although the primary purpose of
the board will be to reduce the num-
ber of personnel in shore establish-
ments, certain complements may be
increased should the board’s investiga-
tion prove such a step necessary to af-
ford adequate support to the forces
afloat.

Board chairman is Rear Admiral
Adolphus Andrews, USN (Ret.), until
recently Commander, Eastern Sea
Frontier.

¥

A new compact chemical kit weigh-
ing less than four pounds with which
sea water can be made safe to drink
in 20 minutes is being tested exten-
sively by BuAer and the Army Air
Forces.

Developed by an American chemical
company in conjunction with the Naval
Medical Research Institute, the new
desalination outfit is said to work
much faster than a somewhat similar

process recently developed within the
Navy (INFORMATION BULLETIN, July
1943, p. 14; August 1943, p. 25, and
September 1943, p. 30).

The kit culminates more than a
year's experimentation to perfect a
method which would effectively remove
deadly salts from sea water, be com-
pact enough to stow in one-man rafts
or parachute packs and be so simple in
operation that a weakened or wounded
man could provide himself with drink-
ing water without debilitating effort.

The equipment consists of a plastic
bag with drinking tube and neck cord,
and 14 desalting briquets, enough to
convert 14 pints of sea water.

%

Former marine paratrooper, Earl
Jacobs, whose life was =saved by seven
blood transfusions after he lost an
arm at Guadalcanal, reported to the
Red Cross blood bank in Hollywood as
a donor. Jacobs said he planned to
give back as much blood as he re-
ceived, and, if possible, more.

pAd

The giant T0-ton flying boat, Mars,
was accepted by the Navy as a “flying
Liberty ship” on 2 November after the
Martin aireraft experts successfully
put it through all Navy tests. The
huge plane, biggest yet, can carry a
load-in excess of 15 tons, fly nonstop,
non-refueling for 32 hours and 17 min-
utes, carry a crew of 22. It was put
into an almost vertical power dive
and its wings withstood a pressure of
210 tons.

¥

More than 11,000 women, including
officer and enlisted personnel, were
members of the Marine Corps Women’s

—Official U. 8. Navy Photograph.

ron because of the similarity between British and
American aircraft landing signaling systems and
methods of fighter comtrol.
perience was gained in the course of these operations
which will be put in effect as Britain wobilizes ber
naval power alongside the United States.
and New Zealand for full-scale action in the Pacific
war against Japan,”

Invaluable tactical ex-

Australia
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Reserve on 1 November 1943, Lt. Col.
Ruth Cheney Streeter, director, an-
nounced. The total falls less than a
thousand short of the goal of 12,000
set for 1 January 1944. Approxi-
mately 8,500 already are on active

duty. The present authorization is
19,000 by 1 July 1944.
w

The former presidential yacht May-
flower has been refitted, regunned,
manned by a Coast Guard crew and
commissioned as a cutter. The ship,
first commissioned in 1898, took part
in the blockade of Havana and in eight
separate engagements in the Spanish-
American War, and was detailed to
special duty in the Fifth Naval Dis-
trict during World War I. She served
five presidents after she was commis-
sioned officially as the presidential
yacht in 1902.

*

First tests were completed recently
for the Navy’s new M-1 blimp, largest
non-rigid airship ever built (half
again as large as the K-type airships
currently used by the Navy for coastal
patrel). A distinctive feature of the
blimp is the car, which is nearly three
times as long as the car of the K ship
and ecomprises three connecting units,
integrated by universal joints to allow
freedom of motion in coordination with
the flexible envelope above.

Little Griff, the four-months-old
canine mascot of a Marine Corps dive-
bombing squadron stationed on Guad-
aleanal, is the island’s champion fox-
hole sprinter when the air raid alarm
sounds. But Little Griff got mixed
up recently (through no fault of his
own) and his confusion resulted in a
new speed record. The pup beat
everyone to the foxhole as usual but
returned to the barracks with the
pilots before the “all clear” sounded.
When the siren did wail “all clear,”
Little Griff tore down the hill to the
foxhole again., Then the Japs came
over a second time. Little Griff heard
the siren wail and raced happily back
toward the barracks. The first bomb
struck as he reached the top of the
hill. He set the new speed record
getting back into the foxhole,

A new record was set last month in
destroyer escort construction when the
Bethlehem-Hingham Shipyard, Hing-
ham, Mass., completed the HMS Hey-
nolds 25 days after the keel was laid.
Another record had been set in Octo-
ber when the Reynolds was launched
less than 120 hours after her keel was

laid.
<

War Bond report from three ships
serving in combat areas: The USs
Oceanographer, a survey ship, has
1009, participation in the program,
and the uss Tryon, a hospital ship,
has 97% of her complement enrolled
in the allotment program. Average
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—Official 17. B. Navy Photograph.

BOMBED AT SALERNO: A crewman aims a stream of water down the
still-smoking bole made by a bomb that hit on top of a turret of the
USS Savannah off Salerno. Despite the damage and some casualties—
note wounded receiving first-aid treatment on deck—the light cruiser
continued to operate effectively against the enemy and, with the cruisers
USS Boise and USS Philadelphia and other units, belped to cover the

landing of troops on Italian soil.

allotment aboard these vessels exceeds
$21 per month. More than 90% serv-
ing in the destroyer, uss Buchanan
are buying bonds at the rate of $90,000
annually, representing 19% of the
monthly payroll. (Men of the Bu-
chanan also subseribed 1009 to the
American Red Cross and purchased
more than $2,000 000 of National Ser-
viece Life Insurance.)

¥

The Royal Canadian Navy last
month announced discovery of a “sure
cure” formula for seasickness. The
formula will remain a secret until
after the war. In form, it is a pink
capsule, which is a preventative as
well as a cure. Seasickness, accord-
ing to research doctors, results from
a disturbance of the balance mechan-
ism of the inner ear. The Royal Navy
scientists ridiculed all former “cures”
and preventatives after exhaustive
tests.
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