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Official U. S. Navy photograph

Jap BB Yamato flees after two direct bomb bhits from Helldiver that got safely back to its 3d Fleet carrier.

OVERWHELMING VICTORY

Jap Lose 2 Battleships, 4 Carriers
8 Cruisers in 2d Baittle of Philippines

The following is the full text of
Navy Department Communigque No.
554, released 17 Nowv. 1944. For an
earlier account of the action described
bere see Pacific Fleet Communique
No. 168, p. 48. The Navy Depart-
ment communique wuses local dates.

BASED on reports—necessarily in-
complete due to the necessity of
radio silence for certain fleet units and
the impossibility of having some of-
ficers in attendance at evaluation
conferences because of continuing op-
erations of fleet units—the following
information is nmow available on the
Second Battle of the Philippines:

I
SERIES of naval engagements
and, in terms of victory, ones

which may turn out to be among the
decisive battles of modern times, were
won by our forces against a three-
pronged attack by the Japanese in an
attempt to prevent our landings in the
Philippine Islands.

The fact is known. Progress of the
three-day battle which began 23 Octo-
ber was promptly reported to the
American public as far as military
security permitted. It is now possible
to give a chronological and diagram-
matic review of the Second Battle of
the Philippines, which left the United
States Fleet in command of the east-
ern approaches to the Philippines, pro-
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viding support for General MacAr-
thur’s invading forees and maintaining
without interruption the- sea-borne
supply lines pouring men and muni-
tions into the combat area.

The Japanese are still wondering
what hit them. It is impossible, there-
fore, to identify the composition of
our naval foreces or to describe the
damage—other than losses—suffered
by us in the three-day fight. All dam-
age, however, was remediable and
some of the United States ships hurt
in the fight are already back on duty.

We lost one light carrier, the Uss
Princeton; two escort carreirs, the Uss
Saint Lo and uss Gambier Bay; two
destroyers, the uss Johnston and uUss
Hoel, and one destroyer escort, the
Uss Samuel B. Roberts, and a few les-
ser craft.

Against this, the Japanese definitely
lost two battleships, four carriers, six
heavy cruisers, two light cruisers and
an undetermined number of destroyers.
These ships were seen to go down. So
severely damaged that they may have
sunk before reaching port, and in any
event removed from action for from
one to perhaps six months, were one
Japanese battleship, three heavy cruis-
ers, two light cruisers and seven de-
stroyers. In addition, damaging hits

were noted on six battleships, four
heavy cruisers, one light eruiser and
10 destroyers.

The victory not only made possible
the continuing supply of men and
munitions to General Douglas A. Mac-
Arthur’s successful invasion forces,
but by its magnitude can conserva-
tively be said to have greatly reduced
future casualties in both men and
water-borne equipment.

Like all battles, this one did not just
happen. The engagements, in one of
which surface ships slugged it out
against each other, and in which the
far-ranging ecarrier-borne United
States aireraft both intercepted and
pursued enemy ships with conspicuous
success, were preceded by a series of
other actions which fall into a definite,
strategic pattern when reviewed in
order,

I1

RELIMINARIES to the show-down

battle can be said to have opened
with the landings on Peleliu and Moro-
tai, southwest of the Philippines, on
15 September. These landings in them-
selves were preceded by a two-weeks
series of feints and thrusts, by Vice
Admiral Mare A. Mitscher’s carrier
task force of the 3d Fleet, which kept
the Japanese forces off balance while



whittling down their aerial strength
by some 900 planes.

These successes indicated the feas-
ibility of advancing the date for the
invasion of the Philippines, and the
date of 20 October was set by General
MacArthur in consultation with Ad-
miral Nimitz and approved by the
high command.

However, a great deal of hard,
tough work had to be accomplished
first. As much damage as possible
had to be inflicted upon the enemy over
the widest available area guarding the
Philippines. Additionally, by hitting
the Japanese hard, and again and
again, the enemy was to be confused,
and kept confused, as to the ultimate
objective of our far-ranging forces.

On 9 October, surface forces bom-
barded Marcus Island, and on the fol-
lowing day a carrier task force struck
at Okinawa, in the Nansei Shoto
group, about 1,500 miles to the west-
ward. The Japanese defenders were
caught off base each time, losing 82
planes at Okinawa and 46 ships, not
counting 11 probably destroyed.

On 11 October, while the enemy
was still trying to figure out what had
hit him to the northward, the air-
planes of one carrier group swept over
the northern part of Luzon, main isl-
and of the Philippine Commonwealth,
while the other carrier forces were
refueling. That strike cost the Japa-
nese 10 to 15 airplanes destroyed on the
ground. Enemy opposition was incon-
sequential,

Three times, in as many days, the
United States forces had struck at
three different and widely separated
strongholds of the enemy. On the
fourth day, 12 October, a fleet ap-
peared in the enemy’s own backyard,
off the island of Formosa, from which
the aerial attack against the Philip-
pines had been launched by the Jap-
anese nearly three years before, Our
objectives were the 25 to 30 first-class
military airfields on Formosa, the air-
planes based there, and, of course, any
other military establishments on shore
and the enemy shipping in the har-
bors.

Our fleet maneuvered in the vicinity
of Formosa for three days, 12, 13 and
14 October. Fifty-five enemy vessels
of all kinds were certainly destroyed,
and 32 were probably sunk, while ap-
proximately 396 airplanes were de-

stroyed in the air or on the ground.
On the last day, and on 16 October,
Formosa was additionally the target
of U. 8. Army B-29s, flying from
China,

The effrontery of the attack on For-
mosa from the sea provoked the Jap-
anese into immediate counter-action.
Strong units of bomber and torpedo
planes swept down from the islands of
the Empire, to be met and broken up
by fighters from our carriers. Two
Japanese planes which forced their

Official U. S. Navy map

way through found targets in a couple
of United States medium-size ships,
which were damaged by torpedoes but
which successfully retired to the east-
ward.

Now comes one of the most fantastic
chapters of the war, The Japanese
aviators who managed to reach home
reported an amazing victory, and
Tokyo was quick to claim—for the
fifth or sixth time—that the naval
strength of the United States had been
rendered puny. But, this time, the
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PRICE OF VICTORY: Crewmen of another U. S.
carrier watch as light carrier USS Princeton burns
after being bit by Jap bomb. Later her magazine
blew up and she had to be sunk by our own forces.

Official U. 5. Navy map

‘JAP SHELLS fall around USS Gambier Bay, one of the
two U. S. CVEs sunk after beroic stand against Jap
battle fleet of superior speed and gunpower. Note
enemy cruiser circled at right,
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Japanese believed their own propa-

da, that at least 15 carriers had

en sunk and varying quantities of
other warships.

A task force of the Japanese navy
was sighted leaving the Empire to
give the American fleet its coup de
grace; but when the astonished pilots
of the enemy scouting force saw the
size of the healthy opposition deploy-
ing to receive them, the Japanese ex-
pedition wheeled and ran back to the
safer waters of the Empire. Admiral
Halsey ironically observed that his
ships sunk by Jap radio announcement
had been salvaged, and were “retir-
ing at high speed toward the Japanese
fleet.”

On 14 October, our carrier planes
began working over the Philippine
island of Luzon, and the lesser islands
of the archipelago to the south and
east, in order to come into immediate
support of the amphibious forces ap-
proaching for the invasion. Only about
85 enemy planes were bagged in the
sweeps over approximately 100 air-
fields up to the time our carriers, both
the large and fast ones and the smaller
escort ships, converged in support of
the landings of the United States am-
ﬁhibious forces on Leyte. The strategy

ad succeeded, and the landings were
effected by General MacArthur’s forces
in complete surprise.

III

HE invasion of the Philippines

employed a grand-scale use of all
arms of modern warfare: land and
amphibious forces, surface and sub-
surface ships, and, of course, a tre-
mendous air coverage.

A look at the chart will show the
confusion of islands upon whose peri-
meter the initial assault was made.
They form a maze of channels, of
which the two providing the best eg-
ress to the Pacific are San Bernardine
Strait in the north, between Luzon
and Samar Islands, and Surigao Strait
in the south, between Leyte and Min-
danao,

One of the precautions our forces
took against a Japanese incursion
from the westward was to post sub-
marines on the opposite side of the
archipelago. Early on the morning of
23 October, before daylight, two of
our submarines flashed the word to
the invasion forces that a strong Jap-
anese fleet was headed northeastward
from the South China Sea into Philip-
pine waters—and characteristically re-
ported, also, that they were moving
in to attack. They sent four torpedoes
in each of three heavy cruisers, two
of which were reported to have been
left sinking and the third heavily
damaged. The enemy forces scattered,
and in the pursuit one of our sub-
marines ran on a reef in the middle of
the restricted channel and had to be
destroyed, after all of the crew was
removed to safety.

Later that day other contacts with
the enemy were reported, in Mindoro
Strait, south of Luzon, and off the
mouth of Manila Bay where the re-
porting submarine badly damaged an-
other heavy cruiser, which managed,
however, to limp into the bay.

Thus alerted, the carrier air forces
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immediately extended their patrol
searches westward over the Visayan
Sea and the Sulu Sea. On Tuesday, 24
October, two large enemy fleets were
seen making their way eastward. One,
in the Sulu Sea, was obviously headed
for the Mindanao Sea and its exit into
the Pacific, Surigao Strait. It con-
sisted of two battleships, Fuso and
Yamashiro, two heavy cruisers, two
light cruisers and eight or 10 destroy-
ers. Qur carrier planes attacked and
inflicted some damage on the battle-
ships, one of the cruisers and two of
the destroyers, but the enemy contin-
ued doggedly on the way to the strait,
at whose mouth, where it debouched
into Leyte Gulf, a surprise reception
committee was being assembled.

The larger enemy force of the cen-
tral prong of attack was initially com-
posed of five battleships, the modern
Yamato and Musashi, and the Nagato,
Kongo and Haruna. In support were
seven heavy cruisers, one light cruiser
and from 13 to 15 destroyers. This
task force was also engaged as it
steamed through the Sibuyan Sea by
the carrier force of the 3d Fleet. One
of the Japanese battleships and two
of the cruisers were heavily damaged
and most of the other vessels in the
group received hits, After engaging
in a running battle, the Japanese
turned back upon their course as if
decided not to attempt to force San
Bernardino Strait.

‘While these carrier strikes were be-
ing made against the two enemy fleets,
our own ships and landing forces were
being subjected to a very heavy air
attack by hundreds of land-based
planes darting out from the Philip-
pines’ 100 or more air fields. During
these attacks the Princeton was hit
and set on fire, and so damaged that
the carrier had to be destroyed.

Among the attacking Japanese
planes was one group of carrier-based
aireraft which flew in from the north,
so search groups were dispatched from
the 3d Fleet to track them down. At
1540 of that same Tuesday, 24 Octo-

Official U. S. Navy photograph
BIG JAP CARRIER irails smoke during attack by 3d Fleet carrier planes.
Picture was taken an hour and a bhalf before she beeled over and sank.

ber, two enemy forces were detected
coming down from the northern ti
of Luzon to join battle. They include
two battleships, the Ise and Hyuga,
four earriers, including one large ship
of the Zuikakw class, a heavy cruiser,
three light cruisers and six destroyers.
The 3d Fleet, upon receipt of this in-
.f()r;r:mti(m,I turned to meet the oncom-
ing enemy. v

THE United States forces aiding
and protecting the landing on
Leyte were now the target for three
converging Japanese groups totaling,
without estimating submarines, nine
battleships, four carriers, 13 heavy
cruisers and seven light cruisers, and
30-odd destroyers. The stage was set.

Shortly after midnight, our PT
boats off the southern approaches to
Surigao Strait detected and reported
the approach of the enemy’s southern
force, the one that had been battered
but not deterred. The PTs reported
that two of their torpedoes had prob-
ably struck as many ships, but still
the enemy came on. Three hours later,
United States destroyers on picket
duty in the strait discovered the Jap-
anese coming through in two columns,
making about 20 knots. The destroyers
attacked, and almost simultaneously
the battleships and cruisers stationed
at the mouth of the strait opened fire,
The enemy was caught in narrow
waters, and caught in the fire, too, of
five battleships he had accounted as
lost in the sneak attack on Pearl
Harbor—the West Virginia, Maryland,
Tennessee, California and Pennsyl-
vania, all modernized and more power-
ful than ever.

The Japanese columns slowed inde-
cisively to 12 knots, and then, as shell
after shell from the American vessels
found their marks, the enemy tried to
reverse course and escape. Of the two
battleships, two heavy ecruisers and
two light, and 10 destroyers, all were
sunk except one battleship, one or two
cruisers, and perhaps half the destroy-
ers. The next day our aviators dis-



Official U. S. Navy photograph

AFTER THE BATTLE: Friendly Filipinos belp PT search for survivors
of Jap warships destroyed by 7th Fleet force in Surigao Strait.

covered the battleship and a fugitive
cruiser, badly crippled, and finished
them off,

Our losses in the entire action were
one PT boat sunk and one destroyer
damaged,

While the southern prong of the
Japanese attack was being obliterated
by surface action, the northernmost
had been located from the air during
the night—and it promptly swung
from a southeasterly course to a
northerly one. Hot pursuit resulted
in a new contact early in the morning
of the 25th. The Japanese carriers
had few planes on their decks—they
had sent their aireraft out against our
ships the day before, and the planes
apparently had to refuel on Luzon be-
fore returning to their mother ships.
Indeed, the Japanese airplanes came
in to rejoin their carriers while the
United States bombers and torpedo
planes were sending three of the four
ships to the bottom and making the
deck of the fourth ne fit landing place
for anything. Twenty-one of the hom-
ing Japanese airplanes were inter-
cepted and destroyed by the fighter
cover of the United States forces.

Not only did the aerial assault sink
three of the four carriers and damage
the fourth, but two of the Japanese
destroyers were sent down. The enemy
force turned and made their way to-
ward Japan, with some of our ships
crowding on all steam to catch them
—the remainder of the 3d Fleet units
turned south at full speed for a reason
about to be made clear, Our cruisers
and destroyers quickly overtook the
surviving but crippled Japanese car-
rier and sent it down without effort.
During the night one of our submar-
ines intercepted a damaged cruiser and
finished it off with torpedoes.

What had caused Admiral Halsey
to divert part of his force southward
was the report that a group of our
escort carriers operating in support of
the landings on Leyte was being
threatened by superior enemy forces.
The antisubmarine patrol of this

group of six escort carriers and seven
destroyers and destroyer escorts had
detected in Wednesday’s dawn an ap-
proaching Japanese force of four bat-
tleships, seven cruisers and nine de-
stroyers. These were apparently the
surviving elements of the enemy taslk
force which had been attacked from
the air in the Sibuyan Sea and forced
to flee westward. During the night
the group had traversed San Bernar-
dino Strait.

The escort carriers, silhouetted
against the dawn, came under heavy
fire from the Japanese force which, in
the western gloom and with the Philip-
pine hills providing further conceal-
ment, possessed every advantage of
position and firing power. The car-
riers, converted merchantmen, headed
off to the eastward into the east wind
at the top of their limited speed,
launching aircraft to attack the enemy.
But the enemy’s superior speed and
gun power swiftly told. The Japanese
continued fo close in, hauling around
to the northward and forcing this car-
rier group to head southward, under
continuous fire from the enemy’s 16-,
14~ and 8-inch shells. Japanese marks-
manship was poor, and American sea-
manship excellent, however, and
although frequently straddled, our
ships were not heavily hit during the
first part of the engagement. By 0900,
though, despite a sustained air attack
on the enemy and the best efforts of
the destroyer support with smoke
screens and forays against the Japan-
ese, the carriers began to take con-
siderable punishment. One of them
was sunk. Two destroyers and a de-
stroyer escort which courageously
charged the Japanese battleships went
down under the enemy’s heavy shells.
Nevertheless, the Japanese paid an ex-
horbitant price for their success, such
as it was. Two of their heavy cruisers
were sunk, and one—perhaps two—
of their destroyers went down under
the concentrated counter-attack from
surface and air.

Still the enemy pressed his advan-

tage, and by 0920 the carrier group
had been jockeyed into a situation with
the Japanese, only 12,000 yards dis-
tant, and in position for the kill.

Then, suddenly, the enemy ships
hauled away, gradually widening the
distance, and to the astonishment of
the battered American forces, broke
off the battle with a final and harm-
less spread of torpedoes before steam-
ing over the northern horizon at high
speed, trailing oil from pierced hulls
as they fled.

What had happened can be recon-
structed from the events already re-
viewed. The Japanese admiral, with a
costly local victory in sight, received
word of the destruction of the south-
ern force in Surigao Strait and the
utter rout of the northern force with
the destruction of its carriers. He had
to get back through San Bernardino
Strait, or face annihilation.

Further, though the Jap may not
have known it, we had a battYeship
and cruiser force—a part of the Tth
Fleet—in Leyte Gulf for the purpose
of protecting the transports and land-
ing craft from any enemy force at-
tempting to destroy them. This was
the force which so completely defeated
the Japanese southern force before
daylight in the southern part of Leyte
Gulf, almost annihilating it—and
which was still available—almost un-
scathed—to prevent the entrance of
the central force.

The vanguard of the returning 3d
Fleet units caught one straggling en-
emy destroyer before it reached the
strait and sank it. Early the next day
air groups from our carriers ranged
over the Sibuyan Sea and continued
attacks on the fugitives, probably
sinking one heavy cruiser and a light
cruiser,

Back at the scene of the attack on
the carriers, the Japanese continued
to harass the American ships with
land-based planes, resulting in the
sinking of a second of the CVEs, but
the Second Battle of the Philippines
was over and decisively won. Tﬂe en-
emy fleet had sustained losses and
damage which materially weakened
their over-all naval and air strength
against the final drive of the United
States forces against the Empire.

We must not, however, allow our-
selves to feel that this vietory effec-
tively prevented any reinforcement of
the Jap forces on Leyte and Samar,
because he can still, by the very nature
of the geography of the islands which
afford protection and hiding places for
short, fast transportation runs, con-
tinued his reinforcements at an in-
creasingly diminishing rate. He cannot,
however, prevent our own reinforce-
ment and supply of General Mac-
Arthur and his gallant troops. Our
naval and air forces will continue to
insure the control of these sea ap-
proaches to the Philippines and the
effective support and supply of our
troops.

The 3d Fleet was under command
of Admiral William F. Halsey Jr.,
usN, during the operations, and the
Tth Fleet was under command of Vice
Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, usn.
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ONE STEP

The following article is from a
combat report recorded on sound
film by the Office of Naval Records
and Lihrary, as related by a naval

o S i officer stationed in Hankow, China,
)E"-"’.:” e M‘ e . - a few days before the Jap attacks
L e on Pearl Harbor and the Philip-
pines. Today it's our side that is
g o smashing its way through the
CHINA ; L Philippines; here's what it was like
o~ o when the tide was running the

other way.

BOUT the 27th of November,
1941, we left Hankow to come
down the Yangtze river in a gunboat,
None of us had the foggiest idea what
the situation was up there, but we
knew it was pretty serious. We had
about six different kinds of “blow up
ship” bills, “burning ship in shallow
water,” ‘“destroying ship in deep
water,” and “burning ship when
beached or when alongside a dock.”

But on the 27th, we got word to
liuidate the “go-down” up there, the
Navy stores and so forth, and beat it
on down to Shanghai.

At 1100 on the day we picked out to
sail we sent word up to the Japanese,
as it was the usual custom there to
warn them we were leaving, and told
them we were going to sail at 1300.
So at about 1255, down the beach at
full speed comes a Japanese four-
striper with a sword about five feet
long. He hopped on board.

“Nothing doing, my friend,” says
he in Japanese. “You can’t leave unless
you have an escort., We can probably
arrange it in a week, 10 days at least.”

We knew in 10 days it would be too
darn late. The captain told the Jap,
“Unless you want to ride this gunboat
down to Shanghai, you’d better ease
off on the beach here, because we are
going to shove off in five minutes,”

The Jap changed his tune right
away. He apparently had two or three
plans ready, for he said “Well, if you
just give me a boat to get back to my
gunboat here, I'll get under way right
away and I'll escort you down there,
You've got to have an escort because
you don’t know what the Chinese will
do. There might be mines and all sorts
of terrible things.”

We gave him the boat and, by golly,
they were under way about 10 minutes
after we were.

So there we went, a Jap sloop ahead
of us, and the next the vss Wake and
neitbghe Jap g1.u1boz;|'a(.i »

ut two nights down we invite
AUSTRALIA the Japs over for the movies. We
couldn’t travel on the Yangtze at night,
so we anchored and the skipper went
over and in the midst of the blackout
there on both ships, invited the Japs
over for the movies. They came, about
nine of them, and their skipper was
just absolutely a caricature of a Jap;
you know the kind, with teeth that
stick out and what hair he had left
had been worked over with a clipper
like a poodle in the summer.

When we got down to Shanghai,
there were the other two gunboats, the
Luzon and the Oahu, all boarded up—
their awnings furled and the doors
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' AHEAD OF THE JAPS

A Naval Officer’s Dramatic Report on the First Weeks of the War—
Dodging Japs from China to the Philippines Java and Points South

boarded over and the hatches nailed
down, and two or three holes cut in
the roof of the cabin so you could get
in and out.

We left Shanghai aboard the Oahu.
Everything went fine for about a day.
We ran into some terrible fog and had
no navigation equipment to speak of.
We got down to Formosa finally, and
by that time a fairly strong sea had
blown up.

We were met by two of the mine-
sweeps, presumably sent up to take
care of us. So having picked up our
two rescuers we made our next burst
of speed down to the Philippines and
got there on the 5th of December.

As soon as we got in, being a spare
pump handle on the Oahu, I was or-
dered over to command a schooner.
She was a typical South Sea Island
trader built about 1914 in San Fran-
cisco. She was about 75 tons, and
about 75 feet long. Had a little
kicker in her, which gave her about
five knots with a tail wind, and
a full set of very, very worn-out
gray and rotten old sails. Here she
was over in the Navy Yard, not a soul
on board, and I had a set of orders in
my pocket to equip her with a crew,
and arm, provision her, get fuel and
water and so forth, and report in 24
hours that I was ready for sea.

We got our crew, about 15 Filipinos
and two native and one American
radiomen and a radio set, got us a
three-pounder mounted on the fantail
and a couple of machine guns, and
loaded her up with salmon and rice,
because the Filipino boys didn’t like
anything else. I dashed on back and
said that I was ready to put to sea
and where did they want me to go.

Then thev broke the news that I
was going over to Camranh Bay. I
got a haireut, dropped my baggage off
at the Navy Yard, and picked up a
little voice radio set so that I could
hear what news was going on. That
by the way was our only link of com-
munication with the outside world for
the next three months.

We got under way. I broke the
news to my shipmates after we were
outside the harbor, too far away to
swim back. That was on the Tth of
December, 1941,

About 0300 on the morning of the
8th, the radioman came down with a
message that said “Plan Three” or
some such number “was in effect.” It
didn’t take long to dope out what Plan
Three meant, and by the time I got
squared around on the new course, a
180° reverse, the word came to re-
turn to Manila. Very welcome words,
so back we buzzed at our top speed of
about six knots.

When we got back the only differ-
ence I could see as far as Manila was
concerned was that you could now go
over to headquarters in shorts and
didn’t have to wear full uniform any

more. Nobody seemed to be very ex-
cited. You could still go over to the
Army-Navy Club, although I never
had time myself. No airplanes ap-
peared and it looked like one of these
phony wars again like they had on the
Western Front for awhile. :

They couldn’t figure out quite what
to do with the yacht. They had no
place to put me, so they said, “Come
on in and get a mine picker-upper, one
of these asdic affairs, fixed on your
bow and you can go out and hunt for
magnetic mines in case they drop any.”
So I went into the Navy Yard on the
10th, over at Cavite, dropped anchor
about 300 yards from the beach and
putt-putted over to a friend of mine’s
i}_nip, a minesweep, and had lunch with

1m. "

Along about 1245 when we were
listening to the news from the Ameri-
can station in Manila, the air siren
went. Filipino boys chased everybody
out, and my friend had to button the
place up. So I eased onto the shore
and went over under the receiving sta-
tion shed right where the Canopus
used to tie up and this time, no fooling,
there were about 45 to 50 Japanese
_'glanes 'way up in the air about 15,000

eet.

They started coming over our way,
and two or three air-raid wardens
herded us all up toward the dis-
pensary. By that time the planes had
made one dummy run. Some of them
had branched off and made another
run down over just where we had been
sitting under the roof of the receiving
ship and dropped a whole string there.
One hit a little tug right off the out-
board side of the submarine tender

that was anchored there and obliter-
ated it. It simply disappeared, as if
you’d put a blotter on top of a drop
of water. ;

Two or three bombs hit the sub
tender, the Otus, already under way.
One hit right smack down the hatch
of a submarine; nobody aboard ap-
parently. Another one hit the crow’s
nest of the Peary and just made an
jce-cream-cone shape string of frag-
ments, polishing off everyone on the
bridge except the captain. It filled him
with holes like a sieve, but they were
all small ones apparently, not anything
that was a lasting injury.

Then they made another run, Mean-
while I had moved up from the dis-
pensary to the next station. The next
run got the dispensary and the com-
mandant’s house.

The third run went over the am-
munition depot. I had meanwhile
moved one more step up the yard and
missed that one and finally got as far
as I could upon the San Felipe ferry
pier. They went clear over on that
run and didn’t get any of us, all
bombs landing out in the water,

The yard was a blazing inferno.
Torpedo warheads were popping down
in the other end of the yard, and their
brightwork was making a merry fire.
There were two or three motor
launches off San Felipe ferry pier,
covered-wagon affairs that used to run
over to Manila, and each one had
about 385 or 45 wounded on top.

Everything in the yard had opened
up at these planes at 15,000 feet—
.30-cal. machine guns, .5b0-cal., three-
inch. About 1700, I guess, I managed
to get back to another one of the tug-

THE LANIKAI took the author from the Pbhilippines to Australia. A

South Sea Island trader, she was built in San Francisco about 1914.
With ber kicker, and a tail wind, she could make about five knots.
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AFTER THE BOMBING

boats in a minesweeper’s motorboat.

I was sent out to patrol the mouth
of the bay. I'd sail back and forth
all day and I was supposed to report
if I saw a periscope. Needless to say,
none ever showed up. That went on
for about three or four days and then
I went into Manila. Got word to pick
up the staff and carry them over to
Mariveles. This was in the midst of
an air raid about every two or three
hours, I guess—the Japs had complete
control of the sky and were trying
to get the merchant ships that were
still in the harbor there. These were
slipping out each night, two or three
at a time.

I went over alongside Pier I and
they were evacuating the typewriters,
files and other paraphernalia that
finally got sunk on the Pecos.

The Admiral (Admiral Hart) had
decided to go down south and direet
things from Soerabaja. It was decided
that the' Lanikai would take some of
hist staff, including the flag lieuten-
ant.

Then, with a few other newcomers,
off we all went to Mariveles about
three miles away and picked up what
chow we could.

Over at Mariveles everything was
in the same sort of confusion that we
found in Cavite—sort of orderly dis-
order. The 4th Marines had just come
in and there was stuff all over the
place. You could have anything you
wanted—a machine gun, a little push-
cart, a bag of rice, anything that you
had strength to carry off.
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of Cavite, the Lanikai
headed for Soerabaja, first picking up some fuel oil
for ber diesel from the sub tender Canopus. Friends

Amongst the ruins we found about
15 or 20 10-gallon cans of green paint
which we grabbed. Out in the bay we
picked up three or four barrels of
gasoline floating around, that had been
on some torpedoed or bombed ship. We
spent the rest of the afternoon fran-
tically swabbing the green paint on
this white yacht with swabs or any-
thing else that we could lay hands on.

Our final guess was to go over
alongside the Canopus and beg, bor-
row or steal some fuel oil for our
diesel. They didn’t want to give us
any but we finally got a barrel or two
out of them.

Everybody was waving at us, wish-
ing us their very best and saying “For
God’s sake don’t be an utter fool and
sail off in that erate. You'd better
stay here where you’ll be safe. Stay
on the Canopus.”

We got away about 2000 that night,
the Peary and ourselves, the last two
surface ships, I believe, that got away.
At that time we had myself, the skip-
per, the four passengers, about 15 Fili-
pinos in the crew and about 50,000 of
the biggest cockroaches in the Philip-
pines. I never saw such things. We
didn’t have any rats (which caused
some concern to some of the famished
passengers, by the way) but we had
cockroaches to make up for it. We
used to catch them in buckets. Put
corn meal in half a bucket of water,
and the cockroaches would hop in,
thinking it was a bucket of cornmeal.
By morning the thing would be filled
with cockroaches.

on the Canopus wished them luck, but said, “For
God's sake, don't be a fool and sail off in that crate.
You'd better stay here where you'll be safe.”

We made it down to Makassar in
about two weeks. We’d sail during the
night. We'd make our plans well in
advance so that around sunrise we'd
be off what appeared on the chart to
be a fairly good cove that we could get
into and hole up during the day. We'd
go right alongside the beach if we
could. The first official move, of
course, would be to try to contact some
Filipinos, all of whom beat it to the
hills the first time they saw us he-
cause they thought we were Japs. We
were never able to do any more than
chicken trading with the men.

The Japs flew over us every other
day or so, but if they ever saw us they
probably thought we were harmless.
Fortunately we had the foulest sort of
weather going across the Sulu Sea,
three days out in the open, and as we
were going by Jolo, we went by at
night. There was a lot of activity
over there, searchlights and a little
booming. We discovered later that it
was a Jap battleship and a couple of
destroyers and what not bombarding
Jolo and about to go ashore.

Meanwhile, all this time from
Manila we hadn’t seen a soul who
could give us any info on the war,
We still were listening with our little
two-bit radio that we picked up in
Manila. The radio we were supposed
to use had never given a squeak com-
ing or going, We never got anything
out of that.

We got down to the first port on the
Celebes, and our Dutchman went
ashore and made peace with the



natives, telling them who we were.
The natives were very keen that we
should go over to a telephone about
*20 miles from there. They said it was
a very short ride on the bike, and
would only take us a day or two.

After swapping a few chickens and
getting some coconuts, we went on
down to the next port, where we were
met by a Dutch gunboat. The skipper
was out on the bridge and wanted to
know who we were. Were we Jap-
anese or were we on their side?

We roused the Duteh mnaval officer
we had aboard and he gave the news
across to the gunboat, which was then
within easy range of our powerful
three-pounder. He convinced them we
were okay and that we were friendly.
We got into port and over came the
Dutchman to congratulate us on how
well one of our officers spoke Dutch;
he could almost be taken for a Dutch-
man. ’

Then he said, “You know, we got
the most peculiar telephone call from
Sabang up the way here. They said
a Japanese ship had just come in and
had two or three Germans on board,
one of whom spoke fairly good Dutch,
and they are on their way down the
coast. They wouldn’t come over and
telephone.” They were very much re-
lieved to learn that we weren’t the
spearhead of the Japanese invasion.

We got some charts from these fel-
lows to get us through the reefs
around Makassar, and went trailing
down through some of the most beau-
tiful coastline I've ever seen, a million
small islands about 40 to 50 feet
across and with palm trees—just the
sort of business you'd see in Dorothy
Lamour’s movies.

About every second night there was
some port we could stop in, with may-
be 50 people, two of them would be
native Dutch, and all delighted to see
us. They were glad to see any out-
lander at all. They'd give us some
schnapps and come out on board ship
for chow, and said not to come ashore
as malaria was rampant and it was
no use to expose ourselves.

We got down to Makassar and were
delighted to find some place that
looked almost like Manila. It was a
gorgeous place, laid out in beautiful
straight lines, palm trees, }vonderful
club, lots of automobiles, carriages, lots
of Dutchmen, including a governor
general, and two or three houses that
were built by the Portuguese about 300
years ago, simply museum pieces. It
was just like you’'d reconstruet a
South Sea Island city if you'd mever
seen one.

We fueled and gassed up and got
free food and free ice and everything
we could carry, including a few fish.
We tried to pay for it, but they said
nothing doing, this is on reverse lend-
lease, pay for it after the war.

They said, “Watch out, though, on
the way down. There is a Japanese
submarine right south of here.”

We fired two or three shots to reas-
sure ourselves of the three—gounder
after we got outside the harbor and
off we went.

Fortunately we didn’t see the sub on
the way down. We ran through two
nests of islands on the way, with the
most beautiful water where you could
see down about 50 feet, absolutely
crystal clear. We saw a few sharks
around so we didn’t swim in it., Any-
time we’d show up, the native villages
would be deserted, without a sign of
life.

By the time we got down to Lombok
we were about at the end of our rope
as far as water, provisions and every-
thing else were concerned. We went
in and anchored, and sent a party
ashore in a boat with some Filipinos
and some of the white petty officers.
The party was met by some mnatives
on the beach, very friendly and mak-
ing signs and offering coconuts. We
made friends and they rounded up
chickens and coconuts for us.

‘We wanted to get away that night,
but meanwhile we'd run hard and fast
aground. Finally, by throwing over
the side our sandbags that we'd plas-
tered the deck with for “armor plate,”
we got off the next day and shaped
our course for Bali.

Getting into Den Pasar, a beautiful
little harbor, we were met with all
sorts of fanfare. The Dutch had heard
from Makassar that members of the
commander in chief’s staff were on the
way so they felt that the thing to do,
of course, was to have the resident
over there to meet us, the Governor
General of Bali. When he wanted to
know where the staff was, we pro-
duced the staff right quick. We didn’t
see any reason to disappoint the Gov-
ernor General. It took about three
days to get our engines fixed, during
which time we had a pretty compre-
hensive tour of Bali and found out
later that all hands except the skipper
and three others got thoroughly affec-
ted by malaria.

We went back around the mnorth
coast of Bali and finally got over to

Soerabaja, where the air of peace,
quiet tranquility and lack of realiza-
tion of the war was just exactly like
it had been in Manila. There were tea
parties, lots of beer and big crowds in
the hotels. That went on very cheer-
fully for about a week until the Japs
found out about it. Meanwhile we
were lying peacefully in the harbor
there, having been in drydock, had
our ttom scraped and come out

again,

The first bombers came over and
blasted the navy yard. The day before
the Japs came, there had been about
17,000 workers in the yard. The next
day there were 3,000. That was long
before Java fell, but right there was
the end of the Soerabaja Naval Base.
A British destroyer that had rammed
and sunk a Jap submarine was in
there being repaired, and the Dutch
cruiser Sumatra was there.

The Marblehead eventually came in
after having just missed the action
that four destroyers were in against
the Japanese convoy off the Celebes.
The whole place was crowded with
shipping, about 30 or 40 merchant
ships, British, American, two or three
Australians, all different nationalities.

It became apparent about that time,
after the performance of the native
troo;';s at Singapore and at Java, that
maybe there was something to our
Philippine policy after all. All the Fil-
ipinos didn’t fight, and there was fifth
columnism, but the regular Filipino
troops really fought like tigers. There
is just no description of their loyalty,
especially their officers. I had this
15-man Filipino crew and I don’t care
what the situation would be, I would
like no better than to go into the
toughest places with Filipinos. If they

.are loyal there is absolutely no limit

if they like you, and if they think you
are doing some reasonable job. They
probably wouldn’t go out as hired mer-
cenaries, but they thought they were
fighting for the Filipinos and they
really scrapped.

It finally became apparent that the
oose was cooked in Java. The same
aithful flag lieutenant who was still

unemployed up in headquarters said,
“Boys, it's time to take it on the lam
again, you've got about a day.” So
he appeared on board ship and off we
went.

We went round through Bali
Straits, which has about a four-knot
current one way, and six the other
way. You have to sort of choose it
when your ship’s top speed is about
five. We went through and anchored
on the other side for the day.

That night the whole island of Bali
was lit up like Coney Island. We dis-
covered later that the Japs had landed
that night, and the Dutch had gotten
busy and were burning all their in-
stallations. I remembered once more
what debt I was in to this flag lieu-
tenant for saving my skin a second
time.

We went on down around the south
coast of Java on our verbal orders to
go to Tjilatjap, there being no other
place to go to, stopping in about every
150 miles, I guess, to these small inden-
tations in the coast, beautiful bays,
just the thing for a submarine, and
steep, too. ou’d go alongside, tie
up to a tree, and there’d be monkeys

(Continued on Page 64)
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Mulberries:

ON these two pages are the first
; g photographs released of the “Mul-
S e berries”—artificial harbors prefabri-
¥ B i cated in England, towed across the
Channel last June and put tcgether off
Normandy as supply ports for the Al-
lied liberation of Lurope (INFORMA=
TION BULLETIN, Nov. 1944, p. 45). As-
sembled aerial views at left (British
official photograph) show Liberty ships
and smaller craft sheltered in the
British Mulberry at Arromanches-les-
Bains. Photographs be'ow and on the
next page show the U. S. Mulberry
at “Cmaha Beach,” near Colleville,
mangled by a storm the day after com-
pletion but since partly restored.

R e——
e "

¥
&

SUNKEN SHIPS form one sector
of breakwater for American Mul-
be-r-r;}-' and provides moorin g place
for small craft.

IX, a concrete blockhouse
mounting AA guns, is pushed
into place before being sunk as
part of breakwater,

= Official U. S. Navy photographs

FLOATING BRFAKW ATER,

moored between phoenixes, pro-
tects an entrance to the barbor.



Portable Ports Helped Free France

: ey = =

Supplies are unloaded at Loebnitz pier and roll ashore over pontoon bri

Official U. S. Coast Guard photograph Official U. S. Navy photographs

CAUSEW AY, one of several, slopes STORM that wrecked U. §. port WRECKED Mulberry and landing
down from beach to floating pier- beats against sunken freighters craft after storm. Seabees cleaned
bead for unloading landing craft, forming part of the breakwater. up, partly restored port.
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GENERAL IDEA: You, are ac-

com-
mander-in-chief fighting a war when
you play this game. At your com-
mand are all the forces of modern
war—sea, air, and land (and you may
form amphibious or paratroop forces);
vou have colonies to protect or ecap-
ture; resources control your activity;
neutral territory can be respected or
violated; your battle zones are global.
Your forces move the same way they
would in actual warfare. (For in-
stance, Army units travel on land, and
do not go across oceans except on
Navy units.) If you wish, you may
talk propaganda to deceive the enemy;
kibitzers may act as spies or fifth col-
umnists or a general staff. You start
off even and luck has nothing te do
with it; if you are a better strategist
(arm—cl’lair or professional) than your
opponent, here is a chance to prove it.

YOUR FORCES:

You have:

8 ARMY units, which
may become para-
troops or amphibs.

ARMY

& AIR units, which may
become troop trans-
ports or paratroop
carriers,

4 NAYY units, which
may become aircraft
carriers, amphibicus

landing craft or troop transports.

These units are all considered tacti-
cally equal, the side with the element
of surprise or offensive having the ad-
vantage. As commander-in-chief of
your forces iou are concerned with
strategy—with whether you want to
fight a land or air war, for instance,
where and when to invade, when to
risk a sea battle, etc.

YOURRESOURCES:Qne of

“the prime
considerations of strategy being logis-
tics, you will have the problem of
allocating your resources and supplies,
symbolized by “tankers of oil.” You
get 20 tankers each time it is your
turn to play, or each “day.” It costs
you one tanker of oil to move any one
piece one square. You can burn up
your oil as you like (move one piece
20 squares, or two pieces 10 squares
each, etc.)—use it all that “day,” or
save some or all of it for future
“days,” for instance if you are plan-
ning a large-scale amphibious inva-
sion which requires moving a large
number of units a great many squares
at one time. (The tankers are symbo-
lized by poker chips or similar count-
ers, of various denominations; take 20
chips from the stack at the beginning
of your “day,” and when your “day”
is finished, put back on the stack as
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WAR GAME

many chips as you have burned up
by your moves.) If you keep your
left-over chips hidden from the enemy,
he probably will soon lose track of
what resources you have and thus not
be as capable of anticipating your
future moves. (But, of course, if your
Intelligence is any good, you will keep
track of what resources he has.)

THE BELLIGERENTS: The two

coun-
tries at war are Redland and Green-
land, as indicated on the “map,” or
playing board (see top of opposite
page.) The countries are divided by
three small neutral countries together
known as “Neutralia,” and are other-
wise surrounded by water. Each bel-
ligerent country has an island colony
and off the shore of each colony are
two blockade bases which control the
waterways between the mainland and
the colonies and in enemy hands de-
prive the mother country of resources
and supplies. You are the commander-
in-chief of the combined forces of one
or the other of these two countries.

AN "INCIDENT": You roll

5 ; dice or flip
a coin—and the winner gets the choice
of the first move. (If you fight more
than one war, the loser of the previ-
ous war starts the next one: losers of
wars notoriously begin the next one.)

To WIN. You can win the war

* three different ways,
and part of your strategy is to figure
out which way is best under changing
circumstances as you go along:

BY INVASION

If you can get four of your Army units
in the squares of the enemy capital at the
same time, the war is over—even if he
could knock you out in his next move,

BY SEIZING RESOURCES

If you can capture the enemy’s colony
by getting an Army unit in his colonial
capital, and can also place a Navy unit on
each of his blockade points, all at the same
time, the war is over—even if he could
knock you out in his next move. (However,
if he has an Army unit in your colonia
capital at that time, he is getting your
resources ; therefore, you must also control
your own colony to win by this method.)

BY ATTRITION

When you have reduced _the enemy forces
to such an extent that he cannot defeat

The inventor, who has applied for a patent on
this game, has permitted publication here so that
naval personnel may make the game for their own
use, Commercial rights are reserved. Material on
pps. 12, 13, 14 copyright, 1944, by I. B. Licherman.

you by the above methods, you have won
the war., With less than 4 Army units
and less than 2 Navy units, he is defeated,
no matter how many Air units he has.

THE DIFFERENT WARS

Using the same basic rules (see
next page), you can fight anﬁ kind of
war you wish—the versions below, or
others you may agree upon to pro-
vide handicaps, ete.

DECLARED WAR

The standard, quickest version of the

game is a “declared war.,” To play, both

sides first mobilize according to the plan
shown at the bottom of this page. It is

- presumed that each side is thus at total

strength, and that each belligerent has de-
ployed his war machine to best advantage,
awaiting only an “incident” to begin actual
fighting. Roll your dice or flip the coin, and
start fighting by the basic rules,

WAR OF NERVES

Instead of beginning the ga,me_b‘y ‘lacing
the pieces for a “declared war,” a “war of
nerves” may be played as follows:

Put the Neutralian standing armies In

lace, Then, while the board still ha‘l‘s no
gelli’;erent pieces on it, create an “inci-
dent” to determine who begins arming first.
Then, each side taking turns, put two of
your pieces at a time on the board, Army
and Air units may be placed anywhere on
your mainland or colony, or on your Navy
units; the Navy units must be placed
touching the shoreline of either your main-
land or your colony. (Once a piece is placed
on the board, it cannot be moved until the
fighting actually starts.) You also store
away 10 tankers of oil each turn. Then
when all pieces have thus been placed,
create another “incident” to see who makes
the first overt act, i. e.,, who gets the regu-
lar 20 tankers of oil first and has the first
“day.” (If you have deployed your forces
planning on the first move, and are
attacked instead, that's too bad!)

Then battle according to the basic rules.

Note: Unless it has been specifically
agreed at the beginning not to play the
“undeclared war” or “blitzkrieg” (see
below) variations, either player may
change the “war of nerves” variation into
the “undeclared war” or “blitzkrieg" varia-
tions at any time he wishes.

UNDECLARED WAR

Begin as though you were playing the
*war of nerves"” variation. Then, at any
ggint while the pieces are being put on the

ard, you may start ﬂ{zhtlng by attack-
ing one or more enemy pieces, moving your
own pieces according to the basic rules.

i, ]

DISPOSITION OF FORCES is shown for declared war version. Each belligerent has 4 Navy

units touching shoreline; & Air units on land next to the Navy units, and 8 Army units
next to Air units. The Neutralian standing armies are in the center line of their countries,
whether declared war or any other version is played.
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Your enemy is likewise free to take overt
action any time he wishes. You continue
arming until all of your pieces are put on
the board, two at a time (but pieces once
destroyed in action can not be put back on),
And, unless the enemy has your colonial
capital, you continue receiving 10 tankers
of oil each turn. (If he has your colonial
capital, you get none and must flght on
_w1th your stored supply (see mext page);
if you have his, you get 20.) When finally
all of your pieces have been placed on the
board, you begin receiving 20 tankers of
oil each turn (unless, of course, the colo-
nial capitals are occupied or the colonies
blockaded).

Note: Because there is a training period
involved, a piece cannot be moved during
the turn in which it is placed on the board,

BLITZKRIEG

This is exactly the same as "undeclared
war,” except that you must win the war
in the very first turn in which you take
overt action.

ALLIES

Where more than two persons (or two
general staffs) desire to play in the same
game, all the participants divide into two
sides and then all take turns playing ac-
cording to the rules of any of the variations
above, For instance, A and B as Redland
oppose C and D as Greenland. A wins the
“incident" and plays first for Redland; C
then plays for Greenland ; B plays for Red-
land; D plays for Greenland; A plays
again, ete,

A and B can tell each other (provided
tney speak so their opponents can hear)
what they have in mind, so they won't try
to run the same forces on a split strategy—
but of course the ememy can hear and act
accordingly. (Of course, too, the conversa-
tion might be propaganda to deceive the
enemy.) On the other hand, if one Ally
does not know what the other is doing, he
may (as in PBridee) in effect trump his
partner’s ace, ruining his strategy.

WAR OF CONQUEST

Since wars are not necessarily fought
only for revenge, but sometimes for simple
spoils, any of the variations above may be
turned into a war of conquest by applying
the following p~int svstem, with the player
accumulating the most points during a

'MAP' or PLAYING BOARD is shown above. Actual size of the
board is approximately 12 inches by 24 inches to make each block
11/16-inch square. The units or pieces, cut from round (doll} sticks,
are 3/8 of an inch in diameter, but pieces of other sizes and shapes
can be used, so long as the board is made big enough to hold them,
Countries, colonies and pieces are colored to match names of
countries; the oceans may be colored blue. Alternate light and
dark shadings on the board are only for convenience in counting

period of play being the winner and receiv-
ing whatever prize is provided.
The winner of each war receives:

For winning by blitzkrieg, or win-

ning a declared war in 5 turns

Points

Or 1688 ..osvaseinvnssas veeeas 1,000
For winning an undeclared war

before all the pieces are placed

on the board, or winning a de-

clared war in from 6 to 10 turns. 500
For winning in any other way, ... 200
For each unit left on the board. 20

For each tanker of oil unexpended 1
The loser of each war receives:

For each unit left on the board. . 20
~ For each tanker of oil unexpended 1

THE BASIC RULES

While the rules which follow may
seem long and complicated, actually
you will End them fairly simple once
vou see that they are devised to give
the pieces the same capabilities and
limitations as the comparable units in
actual war—and also to take into con-
sideration the time factor involved.
Sinee speed, distance and mobility are
calculable factors in war, there is a
similar element here: by the rules,
Army and Navy units cannot change
course during one move. And since
planes cannot fly indefinitely, the
rules provide a maximum flying range
for Air units. You will find you are
fighting a war by the same general
rules that govern real wars—rules
you more or less already know,

TO MOVE YOUR UNITS

It costs one tanker to. move any one
piece one square. Pieces move as follows:
ARMY units can move a8 mMany squares
as desired (if you have enough oil) any-
where on land, in any one straight line in
any direetion, including the diagonal. They
cannot change directions in the same move,
NAVY units move exactly as army units,
except that they move at sea.
AR units move either 2, 4, 6, 8 or 10
squares. (This. is to represent the limita-

and determining diagonal lines; you play on all squares alike, not as
in checkers. The longitude and lahtude lines are similarly for
counting and determining horizontal and vertical lines, and have
no other significance. The numbers and letters along the two sides
are to identify moves when the game is played by mail, semaphore,
ete. Black squares are the blockade points. Stars indicate the
various capital squares. Board sits so that player's own colony
is at his left (drawing above is as seen by Redland player).

tions of aircraft—weather, need for air-
strips, etc,, and flying range.) Unlike Army
and Navy units, Air units can change direc-
tion in flight as desired, so long as they
make such changes on the even square—
they cannot turn on the 3rd or 5th square,
ete. Air units must come to rest on land,
or on ships at sea (thus becoming aircraft
carriers—see next page). If an air unit
lands on water otherwise, it is lost. Air
units cannot land on the blockade bases.

NoTE: In addition to these regular flights,
Air units may be “crated” by moving one
square in any direction. (This puts'the Air
vnit in a different range; a target which
was inaccessible because it was 5 squares
away is now sguares away and thus
within range.) However, an Air unit can-
not engage in any flight during the same
day it is “crated” mor can it “érate” onto
an enemy-occupied square.

TO TAKE ENEMY UNITS

Your Army or Navy unit simply moves
onto the square occupied by the enemy
unit, and the enemy unit is taken from the
board. Your unit must stop in that square
and cannot be moved again until another
day (other units may still be moved that
same day, of course),

Your Air unit ean bomb an enemy unit
out of existence and fly on—but the enemy
unit must be in the even square (2nd, 4th,
ete.), Alr units can also destroy by landing
on the square occupied by the enemy unit
but they cannot take off again until an-
other turn. However, if an Air unit chooses
(and if it can do it within its flying range
and oil supply) it may make a “suicide
dive” to destroy 2 enemy units—by bomb-
ing one enemy unit and then flying on
to destroy a second unit. If it does this,
the two enemy units and the “snicide™ Afr
unit are all removed from the board. Air
units need not necessarily return to origi-
nal bases. They can fly from land to shi;il.
or ship to land (if they have the range).
If they do not have range enough to flv
to safety, they suffer the consequences of
enemy attack or loss at sea, as the case
may be.

UNITS ON THE SAME SQUARE

Air units can fly over any units on the
board, but Army or Navy units cannot
move through another unit in their course.
You cannot drive your Army into the sea,
or fly Air units into the sea, ete., simply
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to get them out of the way. The jam-up
is 'vonsidered a problem of snarled move-
ment, ete. Except for pieces placed on top
of others to form a new type of unit (this
is explained below) mno two wunits can
occupy the same square,

BATTLING FOR RESOURCES

Although you normally received 20 tank-
ers of oil during each “day,” this amount
may be more or less depending upon who
controls the colonies and blockade points.
If, at the beginning of wour turn, you have
an Army unit in the capital of the enemy's
colony, you receive 10 extra tankers of oil
for that turn (and for every turn in which
Your Army unit remains there) on the pre-
sumption that you are getting that colony’s
production. If, at the beginning of your
turn, the enemy has an Army unit in the
capital of your colony, you receive 10 tank-
ers less during that turn and every turn
in which the Army unit remains there. If
¥you control each other’s colony in that man-
ner, it balances out—you get 10 extra and
lose 10, so that you get your usual 20. If
the enemy has a Navy unit in either of
the blockade points off your colony at the
start of your turn, you lose 5 tankers of
oil for each turn it sq remains. If he has
both blockade points, you lose 10. (Of
course if he has both points and the col-
ony’s capital as well, the war is over.)
However, while the blockaded belligerent
loses tankers, the one who is doing the
blockading does not get any extra tankers
as a result: a blockade deprives the enemy
of supplies but does not give supplies to
the blockader,

MAKING CARRIERS, AMPHIBIOUS UNITS

AND TRANSPORITS

Army units may be moved over water by
being placed on Navy units—and they thus
can be utilized either as amphiblous units
or troop transports. To get them on, the
Navy unit must be touching shore, and the
Army unit then moves on in the same way
it would move if the Navy unit square
were land. The Navy unit must also be
touching land for the Army unit to get off.

Army units can be loaded aboard Air
units for paratroop operations, However,
Air unifs serving as paratroop transports in
this way cannot serve as bombers at the
same time (i. e, they cannot destroy enemy
units and fly away). A paratroop unit may,
however, land on any unit (or double unit)
ashore and destroy it. In such a move, the
Army unit cannot move off during that
turn, it being presumed that the Army
unit participated in the taking of the piece
and has thus already moved. If the para-
troop unit lands in an unoccupied square,
the Army unit may move off in accord-
ance with note (4) just below.

Air units can be placed on Navy units
by flight or by “crating” to make aircraft
carriers, However, carrier-based Air units
have a total flying range of only 4 squares
instead of 10, If your Air unit takes off
from a ship and cannot bomb and either
fly on to land or return to the carrier
within the 4 squares of flight (2 going and
2 returning), it crashes into the =ea and
is lost, If an aircraft carrier unit takes
another Navy unit by moving onto its
square, the Air unit cannot move off its
Navy unit during that turn,

Nore: (1) A unit can carry only one
other unit at a time.

(2) When the 2 units are moved together,
two tankers of oil are expended for each
sguare moved,

(3) When a double unit is destroyed by
enemy action, the whole double unit is
removed.

(4) The unit which iz being carried is
not considered to have moved just because
the carrier has moved. If it moves onto the
carrier in onme turn, it cannot move off
until a later turn—but if it was on the
carrier when the day started, even though
both pleces are moved together, the top
piece can then still be moved off during
the same day.

(5) When the bottom piece iz moved
and stops to let the top piece move off, the
bottom piece cannot move again that day.

. SHORE DEFENSES AND OFFSHORE
BOMBARDMENTS

If an enemy Navy unit touches against
the shore, your Army unit can destroy it
if it iz in a straight ling with it, by moving
to the shore and expending an additional
tanker of oil for the bombardment, Sim-
ilarly, a Navy unit can knock out an Army
unit touching the shore (and thus consid-
ered shore installations) by moving to the
shore and expending an additional tanker
of oil for the bombardment—again, if it is
in a straight line with the shore unit,
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NEUTRALIA'S ROLE

The three little countries between the two
belligerent countries unhappily are at the
whim of the two big enemies but they main-
tain their neutrality if possible. They have
standing armies, which serve as a sort of
Maginot line between the belligerents. If
a belligerent piece enters within the boun-
daries of one of the neutral countries, that
country's Army piece may be moved to
intern the invading piece (that is to say,

the other belligerent must play for the
neutral country and use hiz own oil to
move the neutral piece to take the enemy
piece off the board). But if a belligerent
piece moves into a neutral country to ecap-
ture or destroy one of the neutral units,
the remaining units (if any) of that par-
ticular country [NoTE: Not ALL three
countries—just the one] join with the
forces of the non-aggressor belligerent and
are henceforth allies and used by the
belligerent as he gees fit.

SITZKRIEG
This is the simplest to execute. Its
objective is to move into the enemy
capital and win by invasion in one stroke,
Against an unsuspecting enemy, it can
work beautifully. On the first day:

Two Sample Strategies (or Battle Plans)

—
=
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Cost: 2 tankers of oil; you store up 18.
On your next day:

That costs you exactly 2 more tankers
of oil; you store up 18 more, for a total
of 36. The enemy suspects nothing: your
moves seem piddling and harmless—a
“sitzkrieg.” And although you have an
army which could move into his capital,
he sees Neutralia in between, with stand-
ing armies to stop you long enough for
him to take necessary action.

Then comes your third day: First:
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That costs you 16 tankers. You have 40

tankers left, enough to move your Army
units into the enemy capital, thus:
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And the war is over!

Of course, it is not often =o simple. The
smart enemy sees it coming, He can take
countermeasures, such as:
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This effectively stops you temporarily,
because your Air units, when they knock
out the neutral army, cannot then go on
and bomb out his Army units too (they
are three squares away, not two, and
thus out of bombing range). And when
your Army units go down toward his

capital, they must take his Army units,
Which stops them there rather than let-
ting them go on to the capital. Once
they are stopped, he can take your Army
unjts with other units of his, and the
battle is on.

Or, while you are busy with your sitz-
krieg strategy, he might be executing a
strategy of his own which might force
you to modify yours Simply to counter
his threat.

OVERSEAS INVASION

Here is the second basic plan. First:
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That costs you 1 tanker; you save 19.
On your second move:
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As your third day starts, you have 20
tankers more, or a total of 39. It costs
You 20 to fly your paratroop unit to the
enemy colony and one more to move the
Army unit off onto the capital. With 18
left, you can move the Navy unit far-
thest out up to the most distant blockade
point, and then move the other Navy
unit on the diagonal up to the other
blockade point. The war is over, thus:
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Of course, that stra.tegjr can be cot_lnteréd.
If the defense moved a Navy unit thus:
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it would be impossible for your invading
Navy to steam up to the top blockade
point. You would have to stop to take
that Navy unit, which would be lying
in its course. Meanwhile the detense
could bring up other reinforcements, and
the battle would be on. But if the defense
did not steam his fleet up and move it
out on the very first move, there would
be no way to stop vour attack,

These are the two classic strategies. In
between and in combination there are
countless other variations. Strange sur-
prises can result. For this is war!
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UNFURLED to the breeze on Leyte
Island, the Stars and Stripes once
again flies over the Philippines, a
. #riumphant symbol for this year of
advance throughout the Pacific and
- on the continent of Europe. This 16-
page section of the INFORMATION
BULLETIN reviews our third year of
war since Pearl Harbor, i'racmg the
2 montb,s since 20 Nov. |943—from
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arawa to the Philippines.
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- PACIFIC: YEAR OF OFFENSIVES

A YEAR ago, as the U. 8, Navy
entered its third year of war in
the Pacifie, En;feror Hirohito of Japan
delivered one of his rare comments on
the course of the war. Peering in-
tensely into 1944 the bespectacled
Son of Heaven declared: “The future
of the war situation permits abso-
lutely no optimism.”

This turned out to be the most
accurate Japanese announcement of
the year.

In twelve months’ time our com-
bined forces battered their way 4,500
miles westward from Pearl Harbor,
smashing through the Gilberts, Mar-
shalls, Marianas and Palaus. They
captured 13 major Jap bases, isolated
or neutralized many others, and left
large segments of Japan's aggression-
won empire “withering on the vine.”

The mighty U. S. offensive ground
everything in its path, finally rolled
right up on the enemy’s doorstep in
the Philippines, liquidating sizeable
elements of the Jap fleet, army and
air forces on the way. Raiding task
forces had struck at Formosa, the
Bonins, Volcanoes and Ryukyus, the
latter three within 600 miles of Tokyo
itself. As the yedr ended, Japan’s
“inner circle” of defenses was begin-
ning to look more and more like a
noose.

The Time to Strike

Prologue to this year of offensives
was spoken by Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz on Armistice Day of 1943.
Said he: “The time to strike has
come.”

Nine days later the greatest war
fleet the U. S. had ever assembled in
the Pacific was poised off the coral
atolls of the Gilbert Islands. At dawn
of 20 November it struck. In a bitter
T6-hour struggle, bloodiest in Marine
Corps history, the battle for the Gil-
berts was fought and won. A last
suicidal charge by the Japs signaled
the end of the fight for Tarawa,
Makin and Abemama, and the sue-
cessful beginning of the drive toward
Japan’s inner empire.

Almost simultaneously, Allied war
leaders met in Cairo, agreed on Pa-
cific war aims: “unrelenting pressure”
against Japan by sea, air and land;
strip the Japs of .islands seized since
1914; restore Manchuria, Formosa and
the Pescadores to China; expel Japan
from territories taken by greed and
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violence; independence for Korea, un-
conditional surrender for Japan.

The *“pressure,” they noted, was
“already rising.” It continued. Car-
rier task forces attacked Kwajalein,
Wotje, Roi, Ebeye and Mille in the
Marshalls. The first heavy December
raid bagged 72 planes, two light
cruisers, Emr other ships,

In the- closing hours of January, a
mighty armada of ecarriers, battle-
ships, cruisers and other vessels
opened up on Kwajalein, largest atoll
in the world and smack in the center
of the Marshalls. By the time land-
ings were accomplished, without the
loss of a ship, 15,000 tons of bombs
and shells had smashed Roi, Namur
and Kwajalein. This time U. S. dead
numbered less than 300, Jap dead over
8,000.

"In the Gilberts and Marshalls, the

S. won air and sea hases for its
advance toward Tokyo, shortened sup-
ply routes by thousands of miles, and

CASUALTY FIGURES FOR THE WAR TO DATE

Casualties among naval. military and merchant marine personnel through
20 November totaled 517,214, Total since 7 Dec. 1941;

Dead  Wounded  Missing® Prisoners®* Total

U.S. Navy ....... 18,786 9,002 8,210 2,542 38,540
U. S. Marine Corps 9,785 21,968 909 1,944 34,606
U. S. Coast Guard. 522 194 141 0 857
U. S, Army ..... e 84,811 243,064 55,011 54,480 437,356
Merchant Marine... q22" s 4573 560 5,855
Total ...... 114,626 274,218 68,844 59,5626 517,214

* A number of personnel now carried in the missing status undoubtedly
are prisoners of war not yet officially reported as such.

presented a flank threat to Japanese
positions in the Carolines.

The threat was shortly made good.
In mid-February powerful carrier
task forces made a bold and sensa-
tional raid on Truk, legendary Jap
naval base. The two-day attack cost
the Japs 23 ships sunk (including two
cruisers and three destroyers), and
201 planes destroyed.

“The Pacific Fleet,” reported Ad-
miral Nimitz, “has returned at Truk
the visit paid by the Japanese Fleet
on December 7, 1941, and effected a
partial settlement of the debt.”

While the attack was in its second
day, U. S. assault troops landed on
Eniwetok Atoll, 300 miles nearer Truk
than Kwajalein.

Soundly established in the Central
Pacific, our forces consolidated their
newly won bases. Phase 1 had been
completed: the springboard.

The Little Bastions

All over the Pacifie the Jap had
sprinkled his island outposts, his “un-
sinkable carriers.” He now found that
these bastions were not only unsink-
able, but unmaneuverable.

From the bases in the Marshalls,
the Gilberts and the Southwest Pacific,
raiding operations by fleet and air
units and by land-based Army bomb-
ers began the plastering job which
warned the Japs that new tenants
were moving in.

A careful shellacking, by sea and
air, was given the Jap-held phosphate
island of Nauru. Extensive renova-
tions were carried out aeainst the
harbor at Rabaul, with 149 aircraft
downed in one January week. By 9
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February our air patrols reported that
virtually all Jap warships had fled
Rabaul.

Alterations were made through the
Spring on other enemy targets, from
Satawan and Ponape in the Carolines
to Paramushiru in the Kurils, and on
Marcus and Wake. Late in March, in
a three-day visit to Palau, Woleai and
Yap, Task Force 58 made a clean
sweep: every ship anchored there sunk
or damaged. A few days later Ad-
miral King reported that 2,000,000
tons of Jap shipping had been de-
stroyed since the start of hostilities.

By early April American sovereign-
ty had been established over all but
four of the numerous Marshall atolls,
and Navy civil affairs officers had
moved in to govern our first con-
quests, The sprin%board, having sup-
ported many small jumps, was ready
for a big one. :

SPECIAL *

Leap Year

On 14 June our forces took their
third and most daring leap of the
year. Landing plumb in the enemy’s
backyard, they invaded the Marianas,
a 1300-mile advance from Kwajalein.

Forced to fight by this invasion of
a key defense only 1,250 miles from
the Jap mainland, the Japanese fleet
at last came out of hiding to exchange
long-range air blows with the Navy.
In a two-day running battle, the Japs
were routed and fled into the night
after suffering a crippling defeat .in
which they had two carriers sunk,
four others damaged, and a battleship
and two cruisers damaged. In addi-
tion, 402 of their planes were shot
down in a single day, a record carnage
still known among Pacific airmen as
the Marianas “turkey shoot.”

Saipan fell on 8 July, Tinian on 1
August. By 9 August, Jap resistance
on Guam was at an end, and the first
U. S. territory taken by the Japs had
come back under the American flag.

From the Marianas, our warships
and planes battered the Bonin and
Volcano Islands, little over 500 miles
from Japan. Smashing raids on the
Palaus and Philippines followed, with
Admiral Halsey’s 3d Fleet carrying
out the first seaborne attack on the
Philippines as his planes sank or dam-
aged 89 ships, destroyed 68 planes,
wrecked five airfields, and, in one
spectacular blow, wiped out an entire

GROWTH OF NAVY'S SURFACE FLEET
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I5 NOV 1944: 56,270 vessels displacing 10,486,184 tons

52-ship convoy. Two days later the
3d Fleet softened up Palau, then
moved back to the central Philippines
and shot down 156 planes, destroyed
277 on the ground, sank 40 more ships
and damaged 43 others.

On 14 September our Central Pacific
forces invaded the Palau Islands,
marines landing on heavily defended
Peleliu and Army troops sterming
sshore four days later on Angaur
Island. In five months, Jap losses in
the Marianas and Palaus totaled over
66,000—63,388 dead and 3,267 cap-
tured.

With the Marianas and Palaus
under control, the stage was now set
for the Central Pacific assault to co-
incide with another pressing upward
from the Southwest Pacific. Objec-
tive: the Philippines.

Return to the Philippines

If the advance across the Central
Pacific looked suspiciously like a dag-
ger pointed straight at the heart of
the Philippines, the advance up from
New Guinea was a curving scimitar
aimed at their belly.

Three trip-hammer blows fell in
rapid succession. Following a month
of naval and air poundings, the U, S.
6th Army landed on Arawe, New
Britain, 10 days before Christmas.
On Christmas marines established
beachheads on both sides of Cape
Gloucester. On 1 January Allied
fighters landed behind the Jap lines
at Saidor, New Guinea.

By 10 February Australian and
U. S. troops had sliced through Huon
peninsula, met, and isolated the last
Japs there. Five days later New
Zealand and American troops occu-
pied the Green Islands and the north-
ern end of the Solomons archipelago.
With this, and the neutralization of
battered Rabaul, General MacArthur
announced the Solomon Islands cam-
paign “strategically completed.”

On the last day of February Ameri-
cans landed in the Admiralty Islands.
Marines had already joined with Army
forces on Cape Gloucester, winning
the entire southern half of New Brit-
ain. On 20 March marines landed on
Fimirau and by 11 April most of New
Britain was ours as the Japs fled to a
last stand at Rabaul. An estimated
100,000 Japs were now cut off and
facing almost certain destruction.

At Hollandia, big Jap base in New
Guinea, bombers destroved 288 Jap
planes in one week, Following a con-
ference between Admiral Nimitz and
General MacArthur, at which plans

1,875,000 tons
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were completely integrated, amphibi-
ous forces and Army troops of the
Southwest Pacific command landed at
Hollandia and Aitaps on 22 April; six
days later our planes were operating
from airfields at both bases.

A month later another leap-frog
landing carried the Allied forces 125
miles further up the coast to pick off
the Japs’ Wakde Island bomber field.
Next jump was to Biak Island, and
the first tank battle in the Southwest
Pacific. On 2 July troops landed on
Noemfoor Island, and by the end of
July we had seized the coastal area
of Sansapor and two nearby islands
at the western tip of Netherland New
Guinea, 600 miles southeast of the
Philippines.

The narrowing miles to the Philip-

ines shrunk still further when on 14

eptember, the same day Central Pa-
cific forces were invading the Palaus,
Southwest Pacific forces swept into
Morotai Island in the Halmaheras
group, less than 400 miles frem
Davao. Four days later it was re-
vealed that General MacArthur would
lead the invasion of the Philippines,
with the Navy protecting and sup-
porting the campaign.

On 19 October the assault came,
achieving complete surprise, with the
3d and Tth Fleets supporting a land-
ing on Leyte, midway between Davao
and Luzon. In the first 24 hours 250,-
000 troops were reportedly put ashore,
more than were landed by the Allies
during the first day in Normandy.

This was it—and the Jap fleet
finally came out for a showdown bat-
tle (see page 2). In the first great
meeting of U. 8. and Jap fleets, and
their first surface action, the Japs
sent two fleets through the Philip-
pines toward the beachhead at Leyte,
a third steaming down from Formosa.

They met a staggering defeat. All
three Jap fleets were put to rout, with
24 Jap warships sunk, including two
battleships, four carriers, six heavy
cruisers and two light ones; 13 ships
so severely damaged that they may
have sunk, and 21 ships damaged. One
of the war's most crushing defeats,




the Second Battle of the Philippines
saw the Japs risk 60 ships, have 58
of them sunk or damaged.

The year of battle that had begun
with the attack on the Gilberts wound
up with American forces returning, as
promised, to the Philippines—an ad-
vance of 3,000 miles from Tarawa,
4500 from Pearl Harbor. The next
chapter would be written in 1945.

CBI Round-Up

Pushed out of India, and back in
Burma, the Japs did some pushing of
their own in China. From bases in
China the 14th AAF had long whit-
tled away Japan’s shipping, sinking
more than 384,000 tons since 1 Jan.
1944, with 107,600 tons more prob-
ably sunk, 105,700 tons damaged. But
a 14th AAF officer bitterly summed
up the sad fact at year's end: “From
all of these missions, eight of our air
bases are missing.” Throwing back
Chinese army forces, the Jap drive
through China, to provide a land route
for supplies and to clear the coast
against expected jnvasion, had forced
the abandonment of one hard-won
U. S. base after another.

From China in mid-year a new
weapon brought the war down on the
Japs’ own mainland—far-ranging B-29
Superfortresses of the newly formed
20th AAF. Half as large again as
Flying Fortresses, the B-29s made
their first raid on Japan on 15 June,

iving the Japs their first homeland
Eombmg since General Doolittle’s
fliers took off from the Hornet in 1942,

The initial raid struck Japan’s
“Pittsburgh,” Yawata, wiping out an
estimated 20% of the empire’s steel
capacity. Later raids smashed Sasebo,
Choguku, Kyushu and Nagasaki in
Japan proper, the Mukden area in
Manchuria, Formosa, Rangoon, Palem-
bang, Singapore, Sumatra, Nanking
and Shanghai. Growing numbers of
B-29s promised new air terror for the
Jap in ’45.

The sinking of the Nazi battleship
Tirpitz, by RAF fliers with 12,000-ton
bombs, freed further British Fleet
units for the Pacific.

Navy News of 1944

Sad blow in the Navy’s year was
the death on 28 April of the man who
had led it during its greatest growth
—Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox.
Into his place stepped James Forres-
tal, who as Under Secretary of the
Navy had supervised its expansion
since 1940. Ralph A. Bard, Assistant
Secretary since early 1941, became
Under Secretary.

By 1944’s end the U. S, Navy was
a more powerful force than sea power
had ever known. From its already
great strength in 1940, with 1,076
vessels displacing 1,875,000 tons, it had
mushroomed into a giant of 56,000
vessels, more than 10,000.000 tons. Its
air arm had more than 30,000 planes.

Among new Navy ships commis-
sioned were the 45,000-ton super-
battleships Migssouri and Wisconsin,
joining their sister ships, the Jowe and

ew Jersey, already in action. New
2200-ton superdestroyers, of the Allen
M. Sumner class, were added to the
fleet, as were many new landing ves-
sels and rocket-firing landing craft.
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Rockets were also used by Navy
planes, against U-boats, other planes,
and shore installations, and in October
the Navy announced that it was now
prepared to use jet-assisted take-offs
for carrier planes and flying boats.

Navy manpower was up to 3,200,
000, plus Marine Corps and Coast
Guard personnel. This was almost 10
times 1ts Pearl Harbor size and a
further increase to 3,389,000 in 1945
was authorized if needed. It was offi-
cially announced that no demobiliza-
tion could be expected for the Navy
before the defeat of Japan.

Now 28 months old, the Women’s

Reserve had about 84,000 members—
9,000 officers, 75,000 enlisted women.

There were 51,000 prospective
young officers in training in the V-12
program, plus 8,000 more in medical
and dental schools, and 1,000 enlisted
men had been chosen from the ranks
for the term which began 1 November
1944. No trainees either from the
service or civil life will enter V-12 in
the term starting 1 March 1945.

On the War Bond front, the Navy
set new records for itself. Almost
2,000,000 military allotments for War
Bonds were in force at the end of
October and 93.8% of the Navy's civil-
ian personnel were participating via
the payroll savings plan. Total sales
for the Navy were expected to pass
the one-billion-dollar mark (1944 sales
alone approximated $600,000,000, more
than doubling the 1943 total). About
49% of all Series E War Bonds sold
during the war have been sold to Navy
personnel, the Treasury estimated.

Looking forward to 1945, Admiral
King estimated that the Jap Navy had
been “reduced to not more than one-
half of its maximum strength” after
the Philippines battle, and that “when
the war in Europe releases the power-
ful forces engaged there, the greater
part of them will be brought to bear
against Japan.”

In his review of “a year of con-
tinuous progress and gratifying suc-
cess,” Admiral Nimitz reporteg that
“We have cleared out of the way a
number of essential preliminaries to
tackling the main strength of the
enemy. . . . All opportunities we can
create or which present. themselves
will be exploited to the utmost to bring
the enemy to decisive defeat at the
earliest possible time.”

BOX SCORES FROM 1944's PACIFIC AIR WAR

(Jap vs U.S. Navy plane losses; operational losses not included)

SHOT DO
TOTAL For THE BIYY 0792

SEVEN ACTIONS

SHOWN BELOW usn EC

LL]

DESTROYED ON GROUND
1,487 3,522

PALAU 45) 160
(30Mar. - 1 Apr.) B 23

NEW GUINEA 132
5

(21-26 Apr.)
TRUK [FH 85 150
(29 Apr.- IMay) 29

MARIANAS, BONINS,
VOLCANOES, PALAU,

YAP
(6June-7Aug.) a7

875

276 1,151

PHILIPPINES, PALAU, - RS ]
HALMAHERAS 392 .l
(30 Aug.- 23 Sept) 51

voLcanoes, sonins |48
(30 Aug.- I Sept.) I 9

RYUKYUS, FORMOSA,
Luzon L2

(9-16 Oct.)
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EUROPE: WE CLOSE ON GERMANY

OUR third year of participation in

the war in Europe saw the Nazis
battered from all sides, stripped of
huge areas of conquered territory and
forced back almost to their own pre-
war frontiers in the west and east,
where powerful Allied armies got set
for the kill.

After invading western Europe in
the largest amphibious operation in
all history, the Allies liberated France,
Belgium and Luxembourg. Greece also
was cleared of Germans in 1944, and
three of Hitler’s satellites—Rumania,
Finland and Bulgaria—were knocked
out of the war. Large portions of Hol-
land, Italy, Poland, Yugoslavia, Czech-
oslovakia, Albania and Hungary were
wrested from the invaders.

German U-boats were virtually
driven from the Atlantic, and our con-
voys continued giving Britain and Rus-
sia the flow of food and war materials

so necessary for the mounting offen- .

sives. Aerial assaults on German
cities and factories went on unceas-
ingly, reducing a considerable portion
of the Reich to rubble.

Battle of the Atlantic

Our success in keeping supply lines
open to Britain made possible the tre-
mendous offensive launched from there
in June, The turning point came last
December when eight of a pack of 15
U-boats were sunk in an eight-day
running fight.

On 26 December the German pocket-
battleship Secharnhorst engaged an
Allied convoy bound for Russia and
was sent to the bottom by British war-
ships, led by the powerful Duke of
York. During the same:week three
Nazi destroyers and a blockade run-
ner were sunk in the Bay of Biscay.

The death blow was administered on
12 November to the Tirpitz, Germany’s
last battleship, by a force of 29 RAF
Lancasters. Three direct hits by
special armor-piercing six-ton bombs
sank the pride of the German navy in
Tromsoe Fjord in northern Norway.

In February it was announced that
U. 8. and Brazilian forces had bagged
18 U-boats in the South Atlantic.
Five British sloops on escort duty ac-
counted for six U-boats in 20 days
during March, and the greatest con-
voy in history arrived safely in Eng-
land with vast stores and troops for
the forthcoming invasion. The success
of the Allied battle against subs was
indicated by an announcement on 10
May that 1,250,000 tons of war equip-
ment had been convoyed to Russia in
the previous six months with only 2%
lost by sinkings.

Ship losses continued to decline
until, in July, a joint Anglo-American
statement revealed that U-boats were
“now the hunted instead of the hunt-
ers.” It reported that more than 500
U-boats had been sunk since the war
started, 17 of these after D day while
attempting to interfere with cross-
Channel traffic.

The Western Front

After months of preparation, the
long-awaited western front in Europe
was opened on 6 June when an in-
vasion armada of 4,000 ships and

thousands of smaller craft appeared
off the coast of Normandy and thou-
sands of troops swarmed ashore under
cover of the greatest sea and air
bombardment in the history of war.

Our warships steamed close inshore
and dueled with shore batteries. Fire
support for advancing troops was con-
tinued for miles inland, with naval
gunfire liaison officers accompanying
the troops to spot targets. Beachheads
were established and consolidated, and
within two weeks Allied troops were
advaneing inland on a 116-mile front.

After capturing Cherbourg on 26
June, giving the Allies a major port,
the U. S. 1st Army launched an offen-
sive on a 30-mile front and slowly
pushed the Germans back from the
base of the Cherbourg Peninsula. Brit-
ish and Canadian troops took Caen
after a 33-day struggle and by 20 July
were punching slowing forward to-
ward Paris, 110 miles awag.

In the meantime, the U. S. 3d Army
broke out of the beachhead and made
lightning thrusts across the Brittany
peninsula and eastward toward Paris.
One of the mechanized columns ad-
vanced 52 miles in two days, then
swept ahead 42 miles on the third
day. Another column turned north
and forced the withdrawal of German
forces which had been blocking expan-
sion of the Normandy heachhead.

As the 3d Army’'s onrushing col-
umns neared Paris, French patriots
arose from the underground on 23
August and, aided by the arrival of
Allied troops, liberated the city.

As the Germans fell back behind
the Siegfried Line, pursued by the
U. 8. 3d and 1st Armies, the British
2d and Canadian 1st Armies swung
northeast through France and into
Belgium and Holland.

Aachen, a city of 160,000, was the
first large German city to be cap-
tured. It was blasted to rubble and
then occupied by the U. 8. 1st Army
after the defenders had spurned a
surrender ultimatum on 20 October.
The Allies suffered a reverse at Arn-
hem, in Holland, where survivors of
an initial force of 6,000 airborne
troops were forced to fall back. leav-
ing 1,200 wounded and 2,800 killed or

DECLINE IN ALLIED
MERCHANT LOSSES

ALLIED MERCHANT SHIPS
SUNK OR DAMAGED IN ALL
SEAS FOR EACH THREE
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captured comrades behind. However,
their heroic stand, together with other
airborne landings ahead of our
ground forces, made possible a move
by the British 2d Army that threat-
ened to outflank the Siegfried Line.

Behind that front the great Belgian
port of Antwerp was captured intact,
giving the Allies a deep-water port
just a few miles behind the front
lines. It was opened to shipping early
in November when British commandos,
in a costly amphibious operation
landed on Walcheren Islann at the
mouth of the Schelde river and wiped
out stubborn German resistance.

Two weeks later the Allies opened
a full-scale offensive that carried into
Germany at several points. The end,
if not at hand, was in sight.

Invasion of Southern France

A fourth European front had been
opened 15 August when an Allied
force of 800 vessels landed troops in
Southern France. Heavy aerial and
naval bombardments softened up
coastal defenses for two hours before
the assault. Allied troops encountered
surprisingly light resistance. As they
fanned out inland it was found that
about 409 of the defending troops
were Russian, Czech and Polish pris-
oners of war. Invasion forces of the
U. S. Tth Army pushed ahead 35 miles
during the first three days, effected
a junction with the 3d Army on 11
September and began  battering
through the Belfort Gap gateway to
Germany. By 20 November its team-
mate, the French 1st Army, had
reached the upper Rhine.

The ltalian Front

A year ago the Italian campaign
was bogged down below Cassino by
winter rains, mountainous terrain and
stubborn German resistance. Then, in
an amphibious operation on 22 Janu-
ary, U. S. forces seized a beachhead
behind the front at Anzio and pushed
within 20 miles of Rome. The Ger-
mans counterattacked and for several
days the situation was tense and seri-
ous. When efforts to take Cassino
failed, the inhabitants were warned
to leave and the city was leveled with
3,500 tons of bombs and 85,000 artil-
lery projectiles on 15 March. But still
the Germans there held out. Two
months later, to break the stalemate,
the U. 8. 5th Army launched its big-
gest offensive on 18 May, captured
Cassino and soon had the Germans in
broken retreat toward Rome,

Joining forces with our troops on
the Anzio beachhead, the 5th Army
drove north and captured Rome just
270 days after the start of the Italian
campaign, The Germans retreated so
ra]Jid]y that the 5th Army had diffi-
culty keeping in contact. It was esti-
mated that the Germans lost 70,000
men, about 609% of their troops in
Italy, in 24 days. Meanwhile, a French
army captured the island of Elba.

On 19 July Leghorn, the great
Italian port and naval base, fell to
advancing Allied troops, The Ger-
mans abandoned Florence and fell
back to the Gothic Line, north of the
Arno river. Rimini was taken by the
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British 8th Army in October, while
the 5th Army neared Bologna in an
advance slowed by rains and rugged
terrain.

U. 8. and British cruisers and de-
stroyers supported ground troops in
the campaign with almost daily bom-
bardments of military objectives
along the coast.

Late in September-British amphibi-
ous forces landed in Albania and
Greece, meeting little resistance as the
Germans fled northward. Corinth and
Athens were liberated without a fight,
and the last Germans pulled out of
Greece on 2 November. Yugoslav Par-
tisans cleared much of the Dalmatian
coast, and Albanian partisans freed
their capital city, Tirana.

The Eastern Front

The third Russian winter offensive
was launched on 6 January as the Red
Army drove 10 miles into pre-war
Poland. Germans made such a hur-
ried retreat that dinners were found
hot on barracks stoves. The two-and-
a-half year siege of Leningrad was
lifted on 21 January and the Red
Army crossed into Estonia two weeks
later. Another offensive took Krivoi
Rog after four months of fighting
and the Ukranian army swept into
Bessarabia,

The Russians were still rolling for-
ward in April. They recaptured
Odessa, drove into the Crimea and
laid siege to Sevastapol, and advanced
into Rumania. Sevastapol fell on 9
May. '

In June the Red Army opened the
offensive that took Finland out of the
war. It crashed through Finnish de-
fenses on the Karelian Isthmus and
advanced 15 miles the first day. Driv-
ing 60 miles up the isthmus, the Rus-
sians captured Viipuri.

A renewed Russian offensive, co-
ordinated with the invasion of France,
opened on 23 June. In four days they
had librated, 1,700 places and were
within 34 miles of the old Polish bor-
der in the north. In 22 days one Red
Army had advanced 265 miles, an
average of 12 miles a day, and
reached the 1941 Soviet-German bor-
der on 19 July. Another army pushed
to the Baltic Sea west of Riga, en-
cireling an estimated 375,000 Germans
in Latvia and Estonia.

Early in August, after advancing
440 miles toward Berlin in 52 days,
the Red Armies on the central front
slowly came to a stop at the border
of East Prussia and the gates of War-
saw. However, other Russians were
occupying Rumania and Bulgaria and
moving into Yugoslavia, where they
joined forces with the Yugoslav Par-
tisans. By early September, Rumania,
Bulgaria and Finland had asked for
or arranged armistice terms. Riga
was captured in October, freeing two
Soviet armies for the drive into East
Prussia. Far to the mnorth, a Red
army took Petsamo and was helping
the Finns clear their country of re-
maining German troops.

As the western Allies opened their
big drive into Germany in November,
Russian troops hammered at the gates
of Budapest.

The Aerial Front

A year ago this month Berlin was
being razed from the air. The de-
molition began in earnest on 22 No-
vember when Allied heavy bombers
dropped 2,300 tons of explosives on the
Nazi capital and left it a sea of
flames. For five days the destruction
continued on a nightly schedule, as
millions of civilians were evacuated
from the city. Bremen, the Ruhr and
Emden also took an incessant blast-
ing.

By early December it was estimated
that one-third of Berlin was in ruins.
On 24 December some 3,000 Allied
planes smashed at gun emplacements
along the invasion coast and Berlin
was pounded again. A record of 11,-
000 tons of bombs were dumped on
European targets during December.

On 20 February 2,000 U. S. bombers
and escorting fighters raided eight
German plane production centers and
knocked out an estimated one-fourth
of Nazi fighter plane output. New
six-ton “factory buster” bombs were
used for the first time in March, and
shuttle bombing was started between
Italy and England.

The air assault on the Reich reached
new intensity during April and forced
the Nazi to utilize the greater por-
tion of the Luftwaffe for home de-
fense, On more than one occasion
3,000 Allied planes were put in the
air for assaults on Europe. Bombers
based in Italy began striking at Buda-
pest and Ploesti oil refineries. Shut-
tle bombers from Britain and Italy
reloaded in Russia and struck again
on their way home.

In May, Allied air attacks were
shifted from industrial centers to
western defense areas and supply
lines feeding them in preparation for
the coming invasion. During this
month 130,000 tons of bombs were
dropped on Europe in 29 days and
700 Luftwaffe fighters were shot
down,

The aerial assault on Germany con-
tinued unabated after the liberation
of France. Operating from French
airfields, our planes now were able to
reach every part of the Reich; sur-
prise raids were possible because the
bombers no longer had to fly over
long stretches of occupied territory
en route to their targets.

German Secret Weapons

Hitler’s revenge for his reverses on
all fronts eame in the form of robot
bombs (V-1) which began falling on
London and vicinity soon after D day.
Fired from launching platforms
across the Channel, these one-ton
“buzz-bombs” wreaked great destruc-
tion until counter measures and the
liberation of the French coast reduced
robot bomb launchings to isolated ef-
forts from planes.

The British revealed in November
that the Germans were using another
terror weapon—rocket bombs (V-2).
Launched about 100 miles away in
Germany, they were fired into the
stratosphere and descended at speeds
estimated from 800 to 2,000 miles an
hour. Germans also used these rocket
bombs against Allied troops and posi-
tions in Europe.



U. S. Naval Vessels Lost During War

The following is a list of U. S. war-
ships and naval vessels sunk, de-
stroyed to prevent capture or overdue
and presumed lost as announced be-
tween T December 1941 and 19 Novem-
ber 1944. They are shown by type and
chronologically in order of their loss.

Name and Type Action
Battleships'
Arizona.......... w...Pearl Harbor, 7 Dee. 1941
Cruisers
Houston (CA)

Java Sea ecampaign, presumed lost 28 Feb, 1042
Astoria (CA) Battle of Savo Island, 9 Aug., 1042
Quiney (CA). .Battle of Savo Island, 9 Aug. 1942
Vincennes (CA)...Battle of Savo Island, 9 Aug. 1942
Atlanta (CL).....Battle of Guadaleanal, 13 Nov. 1842
Juneau (CL).....Battle of Guadaleanal, 13 Nov. 1842
Northampton (CA)

Battle of Tassafaronga, 30 Nov. 1042
Chicago (CA)

do planes, Guadaleanal, 30 Jan.
Helena (CL)....First Battle of Kula Gulf, 6 July 1943

Aircraft Carriers

Lexington (CV).......Battle of Coral Sea, 8 May 1942
Yorktown (CV)... Battle of Midway,*7 June 1942
Wasp (CV)... 'Durpedned South Paeific, 15 Sept. 1942

Homet (C\?] ...Destroyed by USN after Battle of
Santa Cruz, 26 Oct, 1942
CVE
i B“To{rpedtp:led, Gilbert Islands, 24 Nov. 1943
Block Island (CVE)
Enemy action, Atlantic, May 1944
Princeton ('

CVL)
seeond Battle of the Philippines, 22-25 Oct. 1044
Gambier Bay (CVE)
Second Battle of the Philippines, 22-25 Oct, 1944
Saint Lo (CVE)
Second Battle of the Phillppines, 22-25 Oct. 1944

Destroyers

Peary.......Bombed at Darwin, Australia, 19 Feb. 1942
Truxtun.......... Aground off Newfoundland, 24 Feb. 1942

Jacob Jomes
Torpedoed off Cape May, N. J., 28 Feb. 1942
Pope....Java Sea campaign, presumed 1ost 1 March 1942

Edsall

Missing south of Java, presumed lost March 1942
Pillsbury. Unknown action, Ball Strait, March 1842
Stewart... ....Destroyed by US in drydock, Soerabaia,
early March 1042

Sturtevant....................Underwater explosion off Florida,
27 April 1942
Sims....cccene _Battle of Coral Sea, 7 May 1942
Hammann... ....Battle of Midway, 6 June 1942
Blue. Enemy action, Suulh Pacific,
24 Aug.-5 Sept. 1942

grah
Collisiun, fog, Al.lanuc, announced 27 Aug, 1942
Jarvis... Alr attacks off Guadaleanal, preswmed
lost 24 Sept. 1042
Duncan... Battle of Cape Esperance, 11 Oct, 1942
Enemy action, Solomons, 15 Oct. 1942
....Enemy action, Solomons, 21 Oct. 1942
Enemy action off Guadaleanal, 26 Oct. 1942
...Battle of Guadaleanal, 15 Nov. 1942

Battle of Guadaleanal, 13 Nov. 1942
.DBattle of Guadaleanal, 13 Nov., 1842
Battle of Guadalcanal, 13 Nov.
Battle of Guadaleanal, 15 Nov.
.Battle of Guadaleanal, 15 Nov.
Battle of Guadaleanal, 15 Now.

De Haven....Divebombers off Savo Is]nnd 1 Feb.
énrnn Ward. Alr attack off Guadaleanal, 7 April 1943
trong.

Torpedoed off New Georgla, 4-5 July 1943
Air attacks, Sieilian landings, 10 July 1943
Becond Battle of Kula Gulf, 13 July 1943
wenmeesn Underwater explosion, Itallan waters,

11 Sept. 1943
.Torpedoed, South Pacifie. Oct, 1043
, Torpedoed off Vella Lavella, 6 Oct. 1943
Buek......Underwater explosion off Salerno, 9 Oct. 1943

Bristol..................Underwater explosion, Mediterranean,
3 Oet. 1943
Beatty ..Air attack, Mediterranean, 6 Nov. 1943

Borie.......coor.o....Sunk by USN after ramming enemy sub,

Atlantie, 10 Nov. 1943
Perkins.... ..Collision off New Guinea, 28 Nov. 1943
Leary... Torpedoed, Atlantic, 24 Deec. 1943
Brownson. Alr s,tl‘.a,ck oft Cape Gloucester,

26 Dee. 1943
Turmer........ Explosion, Snndv Hook, N. 1., 3 Jan. 1944
Alr attack, Medlterramam 20 Apr. 1944

. Liberation of Europe
Atlantic hurricane, Sept, 1944

1. The USS Oklahoma was sunk at Pearl Harbor,
7 Dec. 1941, refloat~d and subsequently decom-
missioned as of 1 Sept. 1944,

Hoel............ .....5econd Battle of the Philippines,
22-25 Oct. 1944
....Second Battle of the Philippines,
22-25 Oct. 1944

Destroyer Escorts

Johnston..

Leopold............... ...Underwater explosion, Atlantie,
10 March 1944

F‘t‘chteler Enemy action, Mediterranean, May 1944
AT e e Liberation of Europe
l'lsl(e Torpedoed, Atlantie, 12 Aug., 1944

Snmual B. Roberts....5econd Battle of the Philippines,
22-25 Oct. 1944

Submarines

(The following submarines, unless otherwise noted,
were announced as overdue and presumed lost on the
dates indicated.)

_Destroyed by USN at Cavite, Dee. 1941
...8unk off East Panama, not eTrLems’ nctli}c;nz.

Feb. 1!

Far East, 18 March 1942
acifie, 11 April 1942
.Pacifie, 5 Oet.
South I':u:iﬂn, 21 Feb.
2 June
2 June 1943
Training accident, Mlnnﬂc 25 June 1943
.22 July

Mine Vessels

Penguin (AM).. ..Enemy action, Guam, Dee. 1041
Bittern (AM)... ...Destroyed by USN at Bataan,

April 1942
Finch (AM Ajr attack at Corregidor, April 1942

Quail (AM)..
Tanager (AM)..
Wasmuth (DMS).

Sentinel (AM).......o...

.Sunk by USN at Bataan, May 1042
..Enemy gunfire, Bataan, May 1942
Aceidental explosion, Aleutians,

27 Dee. 1942
Enemy action, Sieilian landings,

11 July 1943
Skl (CM).......... Underwater explosion, Gulf of Salerno,
25 Sept. 1943

Portent  (AM)
Mediterranean action, 22 Jan.-31 March 1944
WA A i i n et oot Liberation of Europe

Swerve (AM)..Enemy action, Mediterranean, July 1944
Osprey  (AM)... Liberation of Europe
M antonomah ((:Mc] .Liberation of Europe

Perry (DMS)... n, Palaus, Sept. 1944
Patrol Vessels
Wake (PR)....ocorvrnrns Captured at Slmngh'ti 8 Der 1941

Alexander Hamilton (C.G.PG)... Torpedoed,

sunk later by gurlﬁrE 23 Feb 1942
Acacia (C.G. AGL).....Shelled, Caribbean, March 1842
Asheville (PG)

Presumed lost south of Java, March 1842

PT-3L..cceenner. Enemy action, Philippines, April 1942
PT-34.. ‘Enemy action, Island of Cebu, April 1942
PT-35... Di-svaed to prevent capture, Cebu, April 1942
Mindanao (PR).......Bombed off Corregir}nr, May 1942
Luzon (PR) Destroyed to prevent eapture,
. Bataan, May 1942

Oahu (PR)... ...Enemy gunfire, Bataan, May 1842
Cythera (FY) resumed lost, Atlantic, 4 June 1942
Muskeget (C.G. AG)..ooereernnne Presumed lost, Atlantie,
9 Oct. 1942

PT-44...Enemy action, Gnadaleanal, 11-12 Dee. 1942
Natsek (C.G. YP).......... Presumed lost, North Atlantie
23 Jan. 1943

Enemy action, Guadaleanal, 1-2 Feb. 1943

Enemy aetion, Guadaleanal, 1" Fel:l 1043
Enemy aetion, Quadaleanal, 1-2 Feh. 1943
PC-498.................Underwater explbsion Medilerrnnean

4 June 1943

Escanaba (C.G. PG).....Reported lost, North Atlantie,

8 June 1943

Plymouth (PG)............. Underwater explosion off North

Carolina, 5 Aug. 1843

§C-694... Bombing, Mediterannean, 23 Aug. 1943

8C-696............ Bombing, Mediterranean, 23 Aug. 1943

Moonstone [Ple .Collision, Atlantic, 15-16 Oct. 1943
8t. Augustine (PG)... ..Collision off Cape May, N. J.,

6 Jan. 1944

Enemy action, Mediterranean, 9 May 1944

..Invasion of France
Liberation of Europe
tlantic hurricane, Sept. 1944
.Atlantic hurricane, Sept. 1944
E.nemy ion, Mediterranean, Sept. 1944
Enemy action, Mediterranean, Sept. 1944
—eveeEnEmMy action, Mediterranean, Sept. 1944
PT hmt (unnamed)....Second Battle of the Philippines,
22-25 Oct. 1944

Auxiliaries

Utah (AG)... Pearl Harbor, 7 Dee. 1941
Neches (A0)... Torpedoed, 3 Feb. 1942
Pollux (AKS)

Aground off Newfoundland, 24 Feb. 1042
Langley (AV).. Java Sea eampaign, 27 Feb. 1942

Peecos (A0).. .Java Sea eampaign, 27 Feb. 1042
Canopus (AS)......Destroyed to prevent capture, Bataan,

April 1942
Napa (AT)..........Destroyed to prevent eapture, Bataan,

April 1942
Dewey Drydock.... Destroyed to prevent capture, Bataan,

April 1942
Pigeon (ASR).......... ..Bombed, 'Batl.m. May 1942
Neosho HD) _Battle of Coral Sea, 7 May 1942
Gannet (AVP d, Atlantie, Jupe 1942

rpedoe
George F. Elliott (AP)..Alr attack, destroyed by USN,
Guadaleanal, 8 Aug. 1042
Colhoun (APD)....cccenneeee

Enemy action, South Pacifie,
24 Aug.-5 Sept. 1942
Little (APD)........ Enemy action, Solomons, Sept. 1942
Gregory (APD)......Gunfire off Guadalcanal, Sept. 1942
Seminole (AT)......cccciercicrerm Destroyer fire near Tulasi,
25 Oct. 1942

Tasker H, Bliss (AP)............

Torpedoed off Casablanea, '

November 1942/
Leedstown (AP)...... Turpedoed off Algters 9 Nov, 1942
Joseph Hewes (AP)... ..Torpedoed off Rabat,

11 Nov, 1942
Edward Rutledge (AP).........Torpedoed off Casablanca,
12 Nov. 1042
Kanawha (A0O).... .Divehombers off Guadalcanal,
7 April 1943

Niagara (AGP)...
Redwing (ARS)...
MeCawley (APA).........ccccoeee... Torpedoed off Rendova,
30 June 1943

Nauset (AT)
Enemy action, Mediterranean, 9 Sept. 1943
Navajo (AT).........Underwater explosion, South Pacifie,
12 Sept. 1943
John Penn (APA).........Tofpedo plane, Guadaleanal,
September 1043
Hugh L. Scott (AP)..........Torpedoed off North Africa,
MecKean (APD).......... ...Afr attack off Bnugniuvilln
17 Nov. 1943
APC-21........ Air attack nl‘r New Britain, 17 Dec. 1943

(Alr attack off San Cristobal I., later
sunk by USN, 23 May 1943
.Underwater explosion, Mediterranean,
28 June 1943

early November 1943

Macaw (ASR)... ....Aground coral reef, Pacifie,
13 Feb. 1944
Noa (APD) .Collision, Pacific, 19 Sept. 1944

Partridge (ATF).
Busan B. Anthony (AP)
Vineyard Sound (C.G. A

Liberation of Europe
. Liberation of Europe
Missing off Cuttyhunk L.,

Mass., 18 Sept. 1944

Landing Craft

LCI(L] -32. Enemy action, Mediterranean, 26 Jan, 1944
LCT(5)-340.. Enemy :u:tinn Mediterranean, 9 Feb, 1944
LCT (5)-35.. Enemy action, Modltcrraman, 15 Feb. 1944
LCT (5)-26.. Enemy action, Mediterranean, 25 Feb. 1944
LCT(5)-36. Enemy action, Mediterranean, 26 Feb, 1944
LCI(L)=20..c0msesimmrsrasernanes Enemy action, Mediterranean,
22 Jan.-31 March 1944
Enemy action, Mediterranean,
2 Jan.-31 Mar. 1944

Unnamed landing craft......

LST-282. ... Enemy action, Mediterranean, Sept. 1944
LCI(G)-459.. ..Btruck llline, Peleliu, 149 Sept. 1944
LCI (L) -85, Invasion of Franee
LCI(L)-91. .JInvasion of France
LCT(L)-92; JInvasion of France
LCI(L)-93.... s of France
LCI(L)-219.. of France
LCI(L)-232.. of Franee
LST-314. of France
LST-348 of France
LST-376 of France
LST-406. of France
LST-499. of France
LST-523. 2 of Franee
LST-921. & of Franec
District Craft
YP-389....Gunfire, sub attack, Atlantie, 25 June 1942
YP-284.. Shelled off Tulagl, 27 Oet. 1042

Wileox (C.G. YP)....... Atlantic storm, 30 Sept. 1043
Enemy action, Mediterranean, between
22 Jan.-31 March 1944

...Enemy action, Mediterranean, between
22 Jan.-31 Mar. 1944

Atlantie hurricane, Sept. 1944
ion, Mediterranean, Sept. 1944
Enemy action, Mediterranean, Sept. 1044
....Invasion of France

Jmvasion of France
....Invasion of France
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Dawn of 20 Nov. at Tarawa
NOV.'Dec. 194 also marked dawn of a year
of crushing offensives against Japs. Marines conquered
island in 76-hour battle, bloodiest in Corps’ history; Army
won Makin. Later, task forces hit Carolines, Marshalls.

Carrier task forces hit Jap base at
Feb- 1944 Truk in two-day attack, bagging 23
ships, 201 planes. Raid, said Admiral Nimitz, was “re-
turn visit” for Jap fleet’s Pearl Harbor one, 7 Dec, 1941,
“Partial settlement of debt” included this enemy cruiser.

Official U. S. Coast Guard photograph

3 Achieving “complete surprise,” forces
Apl‘ll 1944 of Gen. MacArthur and Admiral
Nimitz leap-frogged Japs on New Guinea, cut off Jap 18th

Army, won airfields at Hollandia and Aitape, 420 miles
nearer Philippines. Here LST enters Tanahmerah Bay.
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Picture Highlights from

Official U. S. Marine Corps photographs

In next step toward Tokyo, largest fleet

Jal'l. 1944 world had ever seen deseénded on en-
emy bases in Marshalls, striking on last day of January.

Kwajalein, huge atoll held by Japs for 30 years, fell to
Marine and Army attackers in a week.

Sweeping Palau, Woleai and Yap
MarCh 1944 on successive da’ys, Task Force 58
destroyed 160 Jap planes, sank or damaged every ship an-

chored there (33 in all). Above: divebombers hover over-
head as task force leaves Palau for its next blow.

s ST
Official U. S. Navy photographs
In their first combined operation, car-
MaY I 944 rier forces from three Allied commands
raided Jap base at Soerabaja, left Japs’ only oil refinery

on Java in flames (above). Same month saw heavy raids
on Marcus and Wake, and landing on Biak Island.



he Navy's Third Year of the War

Dfficial U. S. Army Signal Corps photograph

Invasion of western Europe began as
June 1944 Army, borne in record armada of 4,-
000 ships, thousands of smaller craft, and supported by

naval bombardment, landed on Normandy beaches. Week
later Pacific forces invaded Marianas, routed Jap fleet.

With Nazis still reeling from the suc-
Aug- 1944 cessful breaching of Atlantic Wall, a
second armada appeared off southern France to land in-

vasion forces on Riviera coast. Above, invasion transports
pour in supplies past abandoned Nazi pillbox.

Long-awaited showdown with the Jap

oc*- 1944 Fleet followed our invasion of the

Philippines. In utter rout, Japs had some 58 of 60 ships
sunk or damaged, lost 2 BBs and 4 CVs. Above, Jap heavy
cruiser is hit by Navy divebomber.

Official U. S. Navy photograph

Following conquest of Saipan, and
JUIY 1944 Navy’s destruction of 402 Jap planes
in one day, U. S. forces landed on Guam to reconquer first
American territory taken by the Japs. Above: warships
off Guam move into position to bombard island.

Official U. S. Coast Guard photographs

In move that isolated Japs in the

Sepf- 1944Carolines, making their Truk base
“next to useless,” Pacific forces invaded Palaus, east of

Philippines. Above: first waves at Angaur. On same day

Southwest Pacific forces were landing on Morotai.

Official U. S. Navy photographs

Uninterrupted supply and rein-
NOV. 1944 forcement of our Philippine forces
followed shattering defeat of Jap fleets. PT boats, above,
patrol Leyte Gulf as Jap aircraft hammer at supply ships
amid storm of ack-ack fire.

Page 25



SRR These Deve|opmen1—s Made

WAR ANNIVERSARY

SUPERDREADNAUGHTS: 45,000-tonners Missouri
(above) and Wisconsin were commissioned in 1944,
to join lowa and New Jersey, already in action.
These §880-foot BBs pack 9 16-inchers, over 120 AAs,

JATO LEAPS, or jet-assisted take-offs, reduce take-off MERCY PLANES: Evacuating wounded by air was
runs 33 to 609, make possible beavier bombloads, born under stress at Guadalcanal, came of age in
use of small airstrips, quick getaway from limited 1944 when hundreds were flown to the U. S. in
lagoon area or crowded flight deck. NATS Skymasters. Planestook 1,400 men off Tinian.

Official U. S. Navy photographs

FLOATING HIGHW AYS: Powered by twin outboard pontoons were anchored in Normandy invasion to

motors, a Rhino Ferry loaded with men and supplies serve as ship-to-shore roadways. Other developments
beads for an Allied-held beach. T bese self-propelled included flight decks on LSTs for spotter vlanes.
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News on 1944's Fighting Fronts

ROCKET-FIRING LCIs
Here one of them blasts enemy position on Leyte.
Rockets were also used on other landing craft and
on Navy aircraft during the past year,

SUPER-DESTROYERS: So powerful that in the last
war they would bave been classed as cruisers, the
new 2,200-ton Allen M. Summner class of DDs joined

British Official photograph

MULBERRIES: Towed across the Channel and set up
off Normandy, prefabricated ‘‘portable ports” helped
to make possible the liberation of western Europe.

HELLDIVERS: The Navy disclosed that its slashing
new divebomber, SB2C, long in developmental stage,
had gone into action. Tested in late ‘43 Rabaul raid,
it has seen beavy service on carviers this year.

5

Official U. S, Navy photographs

JUMBOS: Biggest amphib vessel, 450-ft. LSD (Landing
Ship, Dock), played big role in 1944 invasions. An-
other newcomer was LSM (Landing Ship, Medium).
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NOVEMBER 1943
21: U, 8, Marines and Army expand their
toe-holds on Tarawa and Makin.
22: RAF drops 2,300 tons on Berlin.
22-26: Roosevelt, Churchill, Chiang confer

at Cairo.
23 : Conquest of Gilberts completed.
25: China-based U. bombers hit For-

mosa. British cross Sangro River in
drive on Nazi winter line in Italy.

26: Bombers blast Bremen in biggest 8th
USAAF raid. Red Army takes
Gomel.

28 : Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin begin con-
ference at Teheran.

DECEMBER
1-9: Chinese supported by 1. S. planes
take, lose, retake Changteh,
2: Nazi planes raid Bari, Italy, destroy-
ing 17 Allied ships.
4: U. S. carrier task force hits Kwaja-
lein, Wotje.
7: U. 8. naval task force raids Naur.
8: Yanks take Mt. Camino, Italy.
10: Red troops take Znamenka in Ukraine.
13: RAF attacks Suda Bay, Crete.
14: Allies drop 400 tons on New Britain.
15: U. S. troops invade Arawe, New Brit-

ain.

18: 5th Army takes San Pietro, Italy.

21: Allied bombers hit Bremen, Frankfort,

24: General REisenhower named to lead
European in-
vasion forces.
Three thousand
U. 8., British

planes blast
Nazi “invasion
coast.”

256: Red Army
launches offen-
sive west of
Kiev. U. 8. Ma-
rines seize
beachheads on
both sides of
Cape Gloucester,

26: British Home
Fleet units in-
cluding HBHMS
Duke of York
sink Nazi batueship, Scharnhorst, save
Russian-bound convoy,

27-28: Allied planes, ships sink three Nazl

destroyers and a blockade runner in
Bay of Biscay.

_28: U. 8. 5th Army takes Ortona.

4U: Russians crumble 1856-mile Nazi de-

fense line west of Kiev.

31: Final Allied raid of 1943 sets record

total of 11,000 tons of bombs
dropped on Europe in one month.

JANUARY 1944

Allies land behind Jap lines at Saidor,
New Guinea.

: Red Army drives into pre-war Poland.
RAF blasts Baltic port of Stettin.

+ bth Army takes San Vittore, Italy.

¢ U. 8. troops take San Giusta, Italy.

i Allies take Maungdaw, Burma. U.
bombers smash German fighter as-
sembly plants, shoot down 152 Nazi
fighters ; our loss, 60 bombers.

12: Russians take Sarny, Poland.

14: Allied planes fly 1,100 sorties against

Northern France,

16: Allied planes sink or damage eight Jap

ships in Rabaul daylight raid.

21: Red Army lifts siege of Leningrad.
RAF gives Berlin biggest raid.
21-28: Allied planes destroy 149 Jap air-

craft over Rabaul.

22: Allies land in Anzio-Nettuno area

south of Rome. s

22-23: Army, Navy planes bomb 6 Mar-

shall Islands atolls,

24: Army, Navy planes bomb 4 Marshall

Islands atolls.
25: UL IS. patrols enter outskirts of Cassino,

Gen. Eisenbow

(-

-]

aly.

27: Army-Navy reveal Japs starved, mur-
dered more than 5,200 U. 8. troops,
many times that number of Filip-
pinos on Corregidor and Bataan.

31: Combined U. 8. forces invade Kwalja-
lein following heavy carrier force
rald and naval bombardment.

FEBRUARY
2: Red Army enters Estonia. U. 8. 5th
Army breaches Gustav line in Cas-
sino push.
8: U. 8. naval units shell Paramushiru.
7: Jap resistance ends on Kwajalein,
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Chronology of Events on

9: Navy announces uss Ranger, “sunk”
by Nazis 10 months ago, has since
destroyed 40,000 tons of German
shipping.

10: Jap warships withdraw from Rabaul,

12: U, 8. forces occupy Umboi Island.

14: Allies occupy Green Islands. Inm Italy,
Allies bomb, shell Mt, Cassino Abbey,
used as Nazi fortress.

15-16: Allied bombers sink 15 ships in Jap
convoy from Truk.

lB-IT:TE‘!trong Navy task forces attack

T

uk.

17: Red Army “liquidates” 10 Nazi divi-
sions trapped in Ukraine. T. 8.
forces land on Eniwetok. Army an-
nounces U. 8. troopship sunk in
European waters—1,000 lost,

22: U. S. task force raids Saipan, Tinian.
Red Army takes Krivoi-rog.

28: Russians take 650 places in Pskev

drive.
roops invade Admiralty Islands,

29: U. 8.
MARCH

3, 10, 14: U. 8. bombers blast railroad
vards in Rome area.

b: Red Army begins Ukraine drive. T. 8.
foree lands at Yaula Plantation, near
Saidor. . )

6: Marines land on Willaumez peninsula,
New Britain.

8: Allies make heaviest daylight bombing
raid on Berlin.

10: U. S. Liberators bomb Kowloon docks
at Hong Kong.

11: U. 8. Marauders hit Florence railway
vards for first time. British, Indian
troops take Buthidaung, Burma,

12: Yanks capture Wotho Atoll, Marshalls,
without opposition.,

18: U. 8. troops land at Linga Linga, New
Britain.

14: Red Army closes trap on Nazi divi-
sions in Ukraine, killing 10,000 tak-
ing 4,000 prisoners.

156: U. 8. bombers level Cassino. T. 8.
troops land on Manus Island, largest
of Admiralty group. Army bombers
make first attack on Truk.

16: Army Liberators bomb Matsuwa, in
Kurils, 500 miles from Jap mainland,
Army, Na reveal 23 Army trans-
ports shot down over Sicily in July
1943 by *“friendly naval and ground
gunfire as well as enemy antiaircraft
with loss of 410 American lives.”

17: U. 8. planes land troops behind Jano
lines in Northern Burma. U, 8.
bombers raid Vienna for first time,

18: 1. S. battleships, carrier planes bom-
bard Mille,

19: Red Army captures 40 places inside
Bessarabia,

19-20: 17. 8. bombers sink 5-ship Jap con-
voy off Wewak. =

20: U. 8., Chinese smash Jap resistance
in Hukawng Valley of Northern
Burma. Marines land on Emirau.

21: Navy reveals British receive 38 1. B,
escort carriers by lend-lease. Fin-
land rejects Russian armistice terms.

22: Japs invade India from Burma.

22-23: Five thousand Allied planes drop
6,000 tons of bombs on Nazi Europe
in 24 hours. .

24: RAF loses 73 bombers while dropping
2,800 tons of bombs on Berlin. U. 8.
destroyers shell Pityilu Island.

Official U. S. Army Signal Corps photograph
November; Leaders set Pacific war aims
at Cairo.

25: U. 8., Chinese forces capture Shaduzup,
Burma. Aleutian-based Army, Navy
planes bomb Kurils,

26: Yugoslav Partisans turn back Nazl.,
go on offensive in Bosnia.

e

i

British Official photograph
June: Robombs bit England.

29-31: U. 8. fleet forces attack Palaus,
Woleai and Yap. Central, Southwest
Pacific Allied bombers begin two-
way raids on Truk.

APRIL

U. 8., British bombers from Britain
and Italy continue round-the-clock
raids ‘'on Nazi Europe with §,000
planes in some attacks.

1: British close eastern coastal area of
England to visitors.

2: Red Army enters Rumania,

3: Allied bombers destroy 288 Jap planes
at Hollandia in_ week, British an-
nounce carrier planes have set afire
Nazi battleship Tirpitz.

5: More than 250 Allied planes attack
Haollandia,

5-6: Allied planes bomb Wakde Island for
first time,

10: Red Army captures Odessa. U. S. de-
stroyers shell Hansa Bay, Madang,
Alexishafen in New Guinea.

13: Red troops capture Simferopol, capital
of Crimea. Australians capture Be-
gadjim, New Guinea.

17: Army, Navy heavy bombers attack
Saipan, Tinian for first time.

18: Japs start new drive in Honan Prov=
ince. Allied planes bomb Rabaul for
16th straight day.

19: Carrier planes from Allied naval force
raid Sumatra.

22: U. 8. troops land at Hollandia and
Aitape under fleet coverage. Jap
troops take Chengchow, China. Al-
lied planes from Corsica bomb Ital-
ian rail targets,

23: U. 8. forces occupy Ujelang, in Mar-
shalls,

24: U. 8. reveals its troops occupied Shems=
ya Island, Aleutians, 10 months ago.
. S. land-based bombers raid Guam,

27+ Allies complete Hollandia conquest,

28: U. 8. forces land at Torare Bay, Demta
in Dutch New Guinea,

29-30: 17. 8. warships, planes blast Wakde

Island.
MAY

1: U. 8, task force completes three-day
battering of Truk, Satawan, Ponape,

1-2,4-5,8-9,10-11, 16,27,30: Army bombers
blast Truk, Ponape.

1-31: RAF, U. S. bombers dump thousands
of tons of bombs on Nazi Europe's
synthetic oil plants, railyards, in-
dustry.

3: Allied glanes, PTs_smash 20 Jap sup-
ply barges fleeing Wewak. Nazis
flood Pontine Marshes between An-
zio and Cassino,

3-4: Red warships, planes sink 11 Nazi
ships off Sevastopol bringing total to
110 in 22 days.

5: RAF divebombers breach Pescara dam
in Italy.

6: Army, Navy land-based bombers hit
Guam,

9: Red Army takes Sevastopol.

10: Chinese begin drive to
Burma.

11: Allies open Central Ttaly offensive,

12: U, 8. fighters, bombers use rocket
guns in Rabaul raid.

16: U. S. troops pursue Nazis fleeing up
Tyrrhenian coast, Italy.

1-30:

Northern




All Fronts During Our Third War Year

17: U. 8., French troops reach Hitler line
in Italy, U, 8., Chinese troops cap-
ture Myitkyina airdrome. U. S. forces
invade Walkde, Allied carrier-force
planes raid Soerabaja.

18: Cassino falls to Allies,

19: Large convoy reaches Russia without
loss of merchant ship.

21-23: Land-based Navy planes bomb

Kurils.
24; U. 8. troops take Torracina, Italy.
25: U. 8. forces link Anzio beachhead with
mainfront. Navy reveals bombers
using rocket guns against U-boata.
27: Allies land on Biak Island.
28: Army, Navy bombers raid Saipan.
29: First tank fight in Southwest Pacific
occurs on Biak,
30: Chinese isolate
Kamaing.

Jap garrison at

JUNE

1-2: U. S. troops take Velletri and Val-
monone, ltaly.

2: Army lands unopposed on Owi and
Wundi Islands near Biak. Fortress-
es from ltaly raid Balkans, land in
Russia.

4: U. 8. 5th Army takes Rome.

5: U. 8. heavies bomb Pas-de-Calais and
Boulogne areas of France,

6: Allies invade Normandy following in-
tense aerial, warship bombardment,
U. 8. bombers give Bangkok, Thai-
land, worst raid.

7: Allied invasion troops in France ex-
pand beachhead, take Bayeux.
Allies in Italy score major break-
through northwest of Rome.

8: Allied bombers sink four Jap destroy-
ers off Biak.

9: Allies capture Ste. Mere-Eglise, France,

10: bth Army captures Tuscania, Italy.
Red Army opens offensive against
Finland.

10-14: U. 8. task force attacks Saipan,
Tinian, Guam, Rota.

13 : Germans launch robot bomb attack on
England. 6th Army drives 70 miles
north of Rome.

14: U. S. forces land on Saipan. Carrier
planes attack Bonin, Voleano Is-

N lands.

15: B-29 superfortresses bomb Yawata,
Japan, Americans capture Charan-
Kanoa, Saipan,

16 : Chinese capture Kamaing.

17: Mitchells, fizhter escort destroy 50 Jap
planes in raid off Sorong,

18: Yanks cut across Cherbourg penin-
sula. Red Army takes Kiovisto,
breaks Mannerheim line. U, 8.
Pacific Fleet forces destroy 402 Jap
planes off SBalpan ; we lose 27 planes.

19: U. 8. carrier planes sink Jap carrier,
damage many warships, drive off big
Jap fleet near Saipan in First Battle
of the Philippine Sea. heavy
bombers hit Nazi robot bases.

20: Red Army takes Viipuri, Finland.
Yanks in control of all Biak air-
flelds. Japs capture Changsha.

21: Approximately 2,200 U. S. bombers in
shuttle raid between KEngland and
Russia on Berlin. Allied task force
planes raid Port Blair in Bay of

Bengal.

22: Allied bombers sink six Jap vessels in
Sorong area.

23: Red Army unleashes offensive against
Nazis near Vitebsk. U. 8. earrier

planes attack Iwo Jima, shoot down
116 Jap planes; we lose five.

Official U. S. Army Air Forces photograph
June: B-29s first bombed Japan.

23-24: U. B. heavies bomb Ploesti oil

center.

24: Allies break into Mogaung, Burma.

25: Allies take Follonica, Italy.

26-26 : Navy task force shells Paramushiru,

25-28 : Allied planes drop 153 tons of bombs
on Yap.

26 : Yanks take Cherbourg.

28: Reds take Mogilev,

Minsk.

29: Two thousand U. S. planes bomb in-
dustrial Germany. China-based Lib-
erators bomb Takao, Formosa.

30: Danes riot against Nazis in Copen-

hagen,
JULY

2: Yanks land on Noemfoor Island,

2-3: Pacific Fleet carrier force raids
Bonin, Volcanoes.

3 : Russians capture Minsk,

4: Reds capture Polotzk., British take
Ukrul, India. . . forces take
Garapan, capital of Saipan.

7: B-2%9s raid Sasebo, Yawata in Japan.
Thousand-bomber raid on Germany
brings out heavy fighter opposition—
115 Nagzi fighters shot down.

8: Organized resistance ends on Saipan.

9: Caen falls to British, Canadians. U. S.
6th Army takes Volterra, Italy.

13: Red Army captures Vilna. Navy land
planes bomb Volcanoes. Navy an-
nounces Task Force 58 destroyed

drive towards

767 Jap planes, sank or damaged 70
ghips in month’s Pacific operations;
its loss, 157 planes.

13-14: British, Greek landing force wipes
out Axis garrison on Symi.

Official U. S. Army Signal Corps photographs
Awugust: Paris was liberated.

14: Allied bombers raid Bula, Ceram oil
center, Red troops take Pinsk,

15: Robot bombs strike London after five-
night Iall.

16 : British 8th Army takes Arezzo, Italy.

18: British break through at east end of
Normandy peninsula, Premier Tojo
of Japan is *relieved” of his job.
More than 1,800 U. 8. planes attack
robot bases.

19: Allies take Leghorn, Italy. Reds cross
1941 Nazi border.

20: Americans invade Guam, after earrier
planes and warships soften up
island defenses for 17 days,

21: RAF blasts Nazi convoy off Helgoland.

23: Marines land on Tinian. Russians
enter Lublin.

24: Allied air patrol planes sink Jap ves-
sel within 70 miles of Mindanao.

24-25: U, 8. carrier planes hit Palaus, Yap
and Ulithi.

25: Allied naval force attacks Sabang.

26 : Chinese troops retake Leiyang. Red
Army takes Deblin, 35 miles from
‘Warsaw. Double-size robot bombs
hit England.

27: Allied planes begin large-scale attacks
on Halmahera.

28 : Russians ecapture Brest-Litovsk,

28-30: Liberators bomb Truk.

29: Red artillery shells Warsaw suburbs.
Yanks take Coutances, France.
B-298 bomb Anshan, Manchuria.

20: Allies land at Sansapor.

31: Yanks take Avranches, France.

October: Yanks breached Siegfried line.
AUGUST

1: Russians reach Baltic,
2: American flag raised over Tinian.
2-3: Robot-bomb attack lasts 14 hours.
3: Americans take Rennes, Brittany.
3-4: U, 8. warships, carrier planes batter
Bonins, Voleanoes,
4: Allied patrols enter Florence. U. 8,
Chinese troops take Myitkyina.
7: Yanks cut off Brittany.
8: Hengyang falls to Japs. B-24s attack
Shanghai harbor area.
8-9: Allied mbers hit Jap airdromes at
Davao.
9: U. S. tanks bypass Le Mans. Army
bombers use Marianas bases to hit
Iwo Jima. Navy reveals Americans
are back on Baker Island, east o
the Gilberts. Jap resistance ends on

Guam.

10: B-29s bomb Nagasaki, Japan and Pal-
embang, Sumatra. Russians renew
‘Warsaw drive.

11: British reveal carrier planes attack

Norwegian coast,

12: Allies in control of Florence.

13: Allled bombers “practically neutral-
ize"” Halmahera airdromes.

15: Allies land on Riviera in invasion of
Southern France. China-based Lib-
erators raid Jap naval base in Pes-
cadores, .

17: Red Army reaches East Prussian bor-
der, Japs pushed out of Eastern
India. RAF drops 70,000 incendiary
bombs on Kiel, Stettin.

19-22: Red Army takes Jassy, 350 other
places in Rumania drive.

20: B-29s bomb Yawata. U,
close in on Paris.
enter Toulon.

21: Liberators, Mitchells bomb Halmahera
and Davao.

22-23: Ttaly-based bombers attack Vienna.

23 : Marseille, Grenoble fall to Allies. FFI
announces Paris is free. Liberators
make heaviest raid on Halmahera.

24: Paris battle continues.

25: Paris liberated.

28: Yanks reach Marne River. Reds drive
10 miles into Transylvania.

28-29+ Allied planes strafe, bomb Davao.

29: Polish troops take Fano, Italy.

30: Red Army takes Ploesti,

31: British take Amiens, France.
Army enters Bucharest,

SEPTEMBER

1: U. 8. carrier planes blast Volcanoes
for three days. Bombers make heav-
iegt raid on Davao and Palaus.

2: U. 8. 1st Army enters Belgium, 5th
Army captures Pisa, Robot bombs
hit Paris.

2-4: Allied planes sink or damage 49 Jap
barges, cargo ships.

3-4: Liberators hit Marcus Island for first

S. troops
French troops

Red

ime,

4: Finns, Russians conclude armistice.
British capture Breda, Holland,

5: Russia declares war on Bulgaria.

6-13: Navy task force shells Palaus.

7: Japs capture Lingling, China airbase,
Allies land at Soepiori Island.

8: Russians enter Bulgaria, 3rd Fleet
units attack near Mindanao, sink
32 coastal vessels, 20 sampans, B-
29s raid Anshan, Manchuria, Malta
lifts blackouts.
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armistice

9: Russia accepts Bulgarian
after four-day war,
9-13:U. 8. carrier planes batter Japs in
Philippines, -

10: Yanks shell German soil,

10-11: Allied bombers muke record as-
saults on Celebes Island.

11: U. 8. Tth, 3rd Armies join forces at
Dn_lon' 1st Army invades Germany.

bombers, flghters attacking

Germany' shoot down 133 Nazl
planes, destroy 42 more on ground.

11-13: 3rd Fleet units attack Cebu, Ne-
gros, Panay Islands.

12: Rumania signs armistice with Allies.
Allied fliers destroy 105 Nazi planes,
Allied planes attack Zamboanga air-
drome,

13: U, 8, 1st Army digs in near Aachen.

14: U, 8. forces invade Peleliu in the
Palaus. Russian, Polish troops cap-
ture Praga, Warsaw suburb. Chi-
nese capture Tengyueh, first large
Chinese ci to be liberated in seven
years, , Allies land on Morotai.
Nazis attack Finns on Suursaari
Island.

15: 3rd Army takes Nancy. British com-

mandos land on Greek island of

Cythera,

. troops land on Angaur in the
Palaus, Reds push through Sofla,
Bulgaria. Allies land in Albania.
17: Allied parachute and glider troops

land in Holland.
17-19: Allied carrier force planes attack

Crete.

17-20: Red drive on Riga, Latvia, over-
runs 3,000 towns.

18: Allied naval task force sinks eight
enemy ships in Aegean Sea. British
carrier planes attack Sumatra. Al
lied bombers drop 120 tons on
Davao area.

19: Allied bombers drop 155 tons of bombs
on Celebes Island. Jap resistance
ends on Angaur,

20-21: U. 8. forces occupy Ulithi.

20-23: 3rd Fleet planes sweep Luzon, de-
stroy 393 Jap planes, 68 ships.

21: U. 8., British troops capture bridge at
Nljmegen Holland and attempt to
relieve trapped parachutists at Arn-

16: U,

22: Russmns take Tallinn, Estonia. Allies
capture Rimini, 1
23 : Allied transport planes. gliders bring
reinforcements, supplies to airborne
troops at Arnhem. Finns attack
Nazis in northern Finland.
24 : Australian-based bombers attack Ba-
tavia area of Java for first time.
Reds cross Hungarian frontier, Brit-
tish airborne troops land in Greece.
26: U, 8. Catalina bomber sinks two DEs,
seaplane tender in Davao Gulf. Yu-
goslav Partisans fight for Belgrade.
25-26: Allles evacuate airborne troops

from Arnhem.

26: B-29s hit Anshan. Manchuria. British
force lands in Greece,

27: U. S. Marines invade Ngesebus, Kon-
gauru Islands in Palaus,

30: Allied bombers raid Balikpapan, Bor-
neo, British announce subs sink 37
Nazi ships. T, 8. 14th AAF destroys

its base at Tanchuk, China, before
Japs enter city.

OCTOBER

1: Canadians take Calais.
2: U. 8. 1st Army breaches Siegfried

Line.

3: Allies “secure” Angaur, Peleliu, Ngese-
bus, Kongauru,  Poles inside War-
saw surrender to Nazis,

4,8,10,14 : Allied bombers hit Balikpapan.
6: Red troops invade Hungary. British
take Rion, Greece, bombers

hit Berlin 168th time.

7: Japs land on coast of Fukien Province,
China,

8: 3rd Fleet shells Marcus, T. S. troops
land on Garakayo Islands in Pa-
laus ; secure them in 24 hours.

10: 3rd  Fleet planes attack Ryubyu

Islands ; destroy 89 Jap planes, sink

or c_lamage 58 ships. Pritish enter
Corinth, Greece. 1. 8. troops in-
vade Bairakaseru Islet.

3rd Fleet planes attack Formosa,

Philippines ; destroy 915 Jap planes,

128 ships.
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11-16:

18

Red Arm
ate A
China.

takes Riga. Nazis evacu-
ens, Japs take Kweiping,
Chinese admit loss of Foo-

chow. :
13-14: Allied bombers drop 10,000 tons

14:
14,16

on Duisburg, Germany.
British troops occupy Athens.
7: B-29s8 raid Formosa.

15: Russians capture Petsamo, Finland.

1é:

16-19: Gen. MacArthur's forces land

20:
un
1: Nazis

22:

22-25:

231

241

25:

26:

26-27:

27

28:

29:

30:

81:

Russians invade East Prussia. Lib-
erators sink Jap cruiser in South
China Sea.

in
Philippines under cover of Tth Fleet
bombardment, 3rd Fleet carrier
raids,

Rclc__l[ Army takes Belgrade, Debrecen,

gary.
surrender unconditionally in

Aachen. British naval units com-
plete three-day attack on Nicobar
Island group in Bay of Bengal as
British reveal *“vast British fleet”
has started for Pacific, Allies take
Cesena, Italy,

Yanks take Tacloban, capital of Leyte.

Canadians capture Breskens, Hol-

land, in Schelde drive.

Ships, planes of U. 8. 3rd, Tth

Fleets and U. 8. subs sink 24 Jap

warships, severely damage many

others in second Battle of Philip-
pines at loss of 6 U. S. ships sun

Red troops figeht 19 miles into Tast
Prussia. RAF sends 1,000 bombers
over Issen.

Robot bombs hit Belgium, Red Army
liberates Suwalki Chust, Czecho-
slovakia, Allied troops occupy
Lamia, Greece. Allied bombers drop
50 tons of bombs on Vogelkop.

B-29s hit Omura, Japan. Russians
invade Norway, take Kirkenes. 5th
Army takes Mt, Belmonte, ed
Army liberates all of Transylvania.
More than 2,200 U. 8., British bomb-
ers hit Nazi oil rail, targets. U. 8.
troops cross to Samar from Leyte.

Allies land on Schelde Islands. Rus-

sians take Mukacevo, Czechoslov-

akia, Liberators, Fortresses raid
northern Ruhr area. B-24s hit rem-
nants of Jap task forece fleeing in

South China Sea.

British occupy Piscopi

northwest of Rhodes.

British seize Tilburg and ’'s-Hertogen=-
bosch, Holland. Red Army takes
Uzhorod, Ruthenian capital,

Bulgaria signs Armistice with Allies.
Red troops take 80 places north-
west of Belgrade. U. 8. 3d Fleet
carrier planes hit Jap warships at
Manila.

RAF bombers hit crippled Nazi battle-
ship Tirpitz again off Norway. Po-
lish troo take Breda. British,
Chinese troops in Burma liberate
2,000 sguare miles,

Admiral Nimitz announces 1. S, Pa-
cific carrier planes have destroyed
2,694 Jap planes in two months;
our loss, 300 planes, British take
Roosenda.a.l, Holland. RAF hits
Colnﬁhe sixth time in three days.
Brit ships, planes sink six enemy
ships, damage 20 off Norway.

England gets first daylight robombing
in month.

Island,

w  co=3

10

11:

12:

14:

15

16

19:

NOVEMBER

: British commandos storm Walcheren
Island, last Nazi bastion guarding
approaches to Antwerp. Japs land
reinforcements on Leyte despite loss
of two transports to U. S. planes.

: U. 8. 1st Army launches offensive
goutheast of Aachen. More than
2,400 U. 8. bombers, fighters destroy
208 Nazi planes in air battle over
Germany. German rear guards pull
out of Greece. ¥

: B-29s, carrying largest bomb load, hit
Rangoon. Allies open Antwerp port.

: 3d Fleet carrier planes raid Luzon,
destroy 191 planes, sink or damage
six warships in Manila harbor. Over
5,000 planes strike Nazi cities.

: U. 8. troops take Pinamopoan, Leyte.
B-29s bomb Singapore and Sumatra.
3d Fleet carrier planes destroy 249
Jap planes, sink or damage
enemy vessels near Manila.

Japs reoccupy Ngeregong in Palaus,

U. 8. 3d Army opens drive between
Metz and Nancy.

U. 8. 3d Army crosses Moselle River
in Metz drive. British take Forli,

T

Italy.

Allied planes, PT boats sink seven Jap
destroyers, three transports that
landed reinforcements on Leyte.
Japs_announce capture of Kweilin
and Luichow, last U, 8. airbases in
southeastern China. British reveal
Nazis are using new V-2 rocket
bomb against England. Pacific Fleet
warships bombard Iwo Jima.

3d Fleet carrier planes destroy Jap
convoy of six destroyers, four trans-
ports in Ormoc Bay. B-29s raid
Omura, Kyushu; Nanking and
Shanghai 5

RAF bombers sink Nazl battleship
Tirpitz in Norwegian fjord. British
warships sink 9 of 11-ship German
convoy off Norway. 3d Fleet carrier
planes gink Jap cruiser, four de-
stroyers, 11 ecargo vessels and oilers
near Manila Bay.

: Red Army takes Jaszapatl in Buda-
pest drive. Yugoslav partisans an=-
nounce capture of Skoplie.

U. S. Army units reoccupy Ngeregong
Island. REritish 2nd Army attack

near Weert, Holland.

U. 9. forces seize Mapia Islands north
of New Guinea.

: Six Allied armies open offensive be-
hind record bomber barrage along

450-mile front from Holland to the
Alps. Allied fighter planes sink more
than 30 Jap barges in Ormoc area.

: U. 8. 3d Army genetra.tes Metz, in-
vades German Saar. French troops

smash deep into Belfort Gap. Ger-
many admits evacuation of its
troops from 'Tirana, capital of
Albania and 15th Eumpean capital
to be freed since 4 June. 3d Fleet
carrier planes again batter Jap
shipping in Manila Bay.

British, U. 8. troops take Geilen-
kirchen, largest German city yet
aptured by Allies, Yanks encircle
Metz, U. S. carrier planes bomb
Manila area, destroy 118 Jap planes.

. Yanks take Metz. French troops take
Belfort. B-29s raid Kyushu, Japan.

U. S. and Japanese Naval Losses

Sunk Probably Sunk Total

U.8. Jap U.S. Jap U.S. Jap

Battleships .............. 1 4 0 1 1 b
Aircraft Carriers ......... 9 11 0 2 9 13
Cruisers ................. 9 41 1 13 10 b4
Destroyers ............... 47 100 4 26 51 126
Destroyer Escorts ........ 5} 15 0 0 b 156
Submarines .............. 5 10 28 1 33 11
Fleet Tankers ............ 4 117 0 8 4 125
9] 70 ¢ TR o 109 62 6 25 115 87
189 360 39 76 228 436

Figures are those announced in Navy Department communiques from

T Dee. 1941 to 10 Nov. 1944, U. S. losses are for all theaters and include,
under “sunk,” nine ships destroyed to prevent capture: a destroyer, a sub-
marine and seven other craft, and three submarines lost in circumstances
other than combat (see p. 23). Japanese losses include some inflicted by

Marine Corps and Army forces.




THE RETIREMENT PAY QUESTION

‘ Here’s Straight Dope on the Laws and Regulations
on Retirement Pay and Pensions for Naval Personnel

HAT’S the straight dope on re-
tirement?

That question, in a variety of forms,
is constantly directed at BuPers and
Marine Corps and Coast Guard head-
quarters—from officers and enlisted
personnel who have served long
enough to anticipate retirement after
the war, from reservists who are con-
sidering making the regular service
their career and from personnel dis-
abled in service.

The retirement question has thous-
ands of answers, depending on indi-
vidual service records and other ecir-
cumstances and upon numerous Fed-
eral statutes and Navy, Marine Corps
and Coast Guard regulations affectin
retirement. But there are genera
statements which cover most situa-
‘ltions, and these are summarized be-
owW.

In general, the Navy and Marine
Corps operate under the same retire-
ment laws and their retirement regu-
lations are the same in most cases.
The Coast Guard operates with the
Navy only in time of war or when the
President so directs, and upon termi-
nation of the emergency it is sched-
uled to revert to the peacetime juris-
diction of the Treasury Department.
Coast Guard retirement laws and reg-
ulations are not identical with those
of the Navy and Marine Corps, and
Coast Guard retirement procedure is
presented separately in this article.

While the naval retirement system
functions along well-defined lines, it
should be remembered that voluntary
retirement is not always a right of
an officer or enlisted person. In many
instances it is discretionary with the
President.

Once retired, an officer or enlisted
man remains on the retired list, even
if called back to active duty.

Retirement falls into two classes—
officer and enlisted. Each of these,
in turn, may be sub-divided into reg-
ular Navy and Naval Reserve or Ma-
rine Corps and Marine Corps Re-
serve, as the case may be, and then
into retirement for service or retire-
ment for disability. For regular
Navy or Marine Corps enlisted retire-
ment, the Fleet Reserve or Fleet Ma-
rine Corps Reserve is an intermediate
stage, since a majority of regular
Navy and Marine Corps enlisted men
pass to the retired list from this Re-
serve,

Active duty service, as used for
purposes of retirement and disability
pay, includes generally any combina-
tion of regular and reserve service,
commissioned, warrant or enlisted.

An officer or enlisted person entitled
to retirement for service-connected
physical disabilities may elect to ac-
cept retired pay from the Navy or
pension from the Veterans Adminis-
tration. Retired pay is the same, de-

ending upon rank or rating and
ength of service, regardless of nature
of disabilty. Pension or compensa-

tion from the Veterans Administra-
tion varies, depending on the nature
of the disability.

Neither officer nor enlisted person-
nel, under existing law, may draw
both retired pay and disabilty pen-
sions except that Public Law 314,
78th Congress, recentllg authorized
persons of the regular Navy drawing
retired pay for military or naval serv-
ice and eligible for pension or com-
pensation from the Veterans Admin-
istration to accept the latter if they
waive the equivalent in retired pay.
To prevent duplication of payments,
the department with which any such
waiver is filed will notify the Veter-
ans Administration of the receipt of
such waiver, the amount waived, and
the effective date of the reduction in
retired pay (the individual need take
no action beyond signing the waiver).

Under present rulings of the
Bureau of Internal Revenue, retired
pay for service is subject to Federal
income tax whereas retired pay for
disability incurred in the line of duty
and Veterans Administration pensions
are not.

The same laws and regulations for
service-connected physical disability
which apply to male officers and en-
listed personnel of the Navy, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard apply like-
wise to officers and enlisted personnel
of the women’s reserves of these three
branches of the armed forces.

Since the women’s reserves are but
recently established and temporary,
as now set up, there is no provision
for retirement of women’s reserve

personnel for service. This situation
probably would be changed should any
or all of the women’s reserves be
made permanent by subsequent Con-
gressional legislation.

The Navy Nurse Corps and its own
reserve operate under separate retire-
ment laws, administered by the Bu-
reau of Medicine and Surgery for all
but final action in each case. Retire-
ment procedure for this branch of the
service is, like that of the Coast
Guard, presented separately.

COMMISSIONED AND WARRANT
OFFICERS OF THE REGULAR
NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

UNDER the law, commissioned offi-
cers of the Marine Corps are re-
tired in like manner and with the
same relative conditions in all re-
spects as provided for commissioned
officers of the line of the Navy, and
commissioned warrant and warrant
officers of the Marine Corps under
the same conditions provided for sim-
ilar officers of the Navy. Although
the words “regular Navy” are used
throughout, that which follows re-
garding retirement of naval officers is
applicable also to officers of corre-
sponding grades of the Marine Corps.

FOR SERVICE:

Upon his own application, submitted to
SecNav via official channels, a line officer
of the regular Navy may be retired with
20 years or more of active commissioned
service. Approval of such applications
is a discretionary matter with the Presi-
dent. Upon approval of the President,
the officer is transferred to the retired

For most personnel not covered by
the retirement and disability provi-
sions outlined in this article, there
is available upon release to inactive
duty or honorable discharge a sum
of money commonly called “muster-
ing-out pay.”

The mustering-out pay law ap-
plies to those who leave the service
on or after 7 Dec. 1941, The scale
of payments follows:

To eligible veterans with less than
60 days’ active service, $100.

Those with active service of 60
days or more but no service outside
the continental limits of the United
States or in Alaska, $200, payable in
two monthly installments of $100
each,

Those with active service of 60
days or more and with service out-
side the continental limits of the
United States or in Alaska, $300,
payable in three equal monthly in-
stallments.

All personnel with the above serv-
ice are eligible for the benefits of the
mustering-out pay law except the fol-
lowing :

(1) Those who were not discharged
under honorable conditions.

MUSTERING-OUT PAY

(2) Those who at the time of discharge
or release from active duty are
transferred or returned to the re-
tired list, with retired pay, or to a
status in which they receive retire-
ment pay.

(3) Those discharged or released from
active duty on their own request to
accept employment who have not
served outside the continental lim-
its of the United States or in
Alaska.

(4) Members of the armed forces whose
total active service has been as a
student detailed for training under
certain specialized or college train-
ing programs.

(5) Any member of the armed forces
for any active service performed
prior to date of discharge for the
purpose of entering the U7, 8. Nawal

Academy, the U. S. Coast Guard
Academy or the U. S. DMilitary
Academy.

(6) Those whose only service has been
as a cadet at the U, S. Coast Guard
Academy or as a midshipman at the
U. 8, Naval Academy or in a pre-
paratory school after nomination as
a principal, alternate, or candidate
for admission to any such academy.

(7) Any officer, who at time of dis-
charge or release from active serv-
ice, held a grade higher than that of
captain in the Marine Corps or lieu-
tenant in the Navy or Coast Guard
or any captain or lieutenant with
over 17 years’ service for pay pur-
poses.
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list. His retired pay is 2% % of the total
of his base pay and longevity at time of
retirement multiplied by the number of
years of service credited in the compu-
tation of his active duty pay. At this
time, this particular form of retirement
would be approved only under most ex-
tra.ordinary circumstances. .

Upon_ his own application, submitted
to SecNav via official channels, an officer
of the regular Navy, line or staff, includ-
ing commissioned warrant and warrant
ofticers, may be retired with 30 years
active duty service. Approval of such
applications is a discretionary matter
with the President. Upon approval of the
President, he is transferred to the retired
list. St officers of the Navy (there are
no staff officers in the Marine Corps) and
chief warrant and warrant officers of the
Navy and Marine Corps are not eligible
to apply for retirement for active duty
service of less than 30 years.

An officer who is retired upon his own
application after 30 years' active service
is entitled to 756% of the highest pay of
his permanent grade on the active list.

Approval of an officer’s request for re-
tirement after 40 years or more of active
duty service is l:?: law mandatory upon
the President, This officer’s retired pay
is equal to 75% of the active duty pay
of his permanent grade at time of retire-
ment (. e., 76% of base pay and 759% of
longevity).

For purpozes of 30- or 40-year retire-
ment in the regular Navy, active duty as
an officer or enlisted man in the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and
their reserve components, including serv-
ice as a midshipman if appointed prior
to 4 March 1913, and military service in
the adjunct forces, may be counted. How-
ever, only active commissioned service in
the various branches of the service may
be counted for 20-year retirement. Serv-
ice that may be counted for 20-year re-
tirement of officers in the regular Marine
Corps is restricted by law to commissioned
service on the active list of the Marine

Corps, whether under a temporary or per-
manent appointment, and commissioned
service on active duty in the Marine Corps
f{.eserve and the National Naval Volun-
Eers,

Upon reaching 64 years of age, all reg-
ular commissioned officers on the active
list, except those serving in the ranks of
admiral and vice admiral, are retired by
the President in their current rank at
75% of the active duty pay (in cases
below the rank of rear admiral, 76% of
base pay and 75% of longevity) they were
drawing at time of retirement, regardless
of length of service and whether their
rank is permanent or temporary. Officers
serving in the rank of admiral or vice
admiral on the active list under tempo-
rary appointments or designations be-
come subject to the 64-year age retire-
ment after reverting to their previous rank
upon the termination of their temporary
appointments or upon the termination of
the duty which resulted in their designa-
tions as admiral or vice admiral,

The Pay Readjustment Act of 1942 pro-
vides that the retired pay of any officer
of the regular Navy who served in any
capacity as a member of the military or
naval forces of the U. 8. prior to 12 Nov.
1918 hereafter retired under any provision
of law, 1, unless such officer is en-
titled to retired pay of a higher grade, be
75% of his active duty pay at time of
retirement (i, e, 75% of base pay and
75% of longevity).

Officers of the regular Navy and Marine
Corps. who have been specially com-
mended by SecNav (or the Secretary of
‘War) for performance of duty in actual
combat are, upon retirement, placed upon
the retired list with the rank of the next
higher grade.with 75% of the active duty
pay of the grade in which serving at the
time of retirement. This does not apply
to line officers on a permanent promotion
list who fail physically for promotion, are
found incapacitated for service by reason
of physical disability contracted in line
of duty and are retired in the rank for

which selected or adjudged fitted, in ac-
cordance with section 12(b) of the Line
Personnel Act of 23 June 1938.

When a regular officer is being retired,
he is automatically considered for the
honor of being placed on the retired list
at one grade higher if he has been spe-
cially commended by SecNav (or the Sec-
retary of War) for performance of duty
in actual combat.

. The term “specially commended” is in-
terpreted strictly by the Board of Decora-
tions, Medals and Awards, and the higher
grade is recommended for relatively few
of those who are considered. When such
a recommendation is approved by SecNav,
the officer is, upon retirement, advance
to the higher rank on the retired list (but
with retired pay based on his rank at time
of retirement).

FOR DISABILITY:

Any regular Navg or Marine officer
who is retired for physical disability in-
curred in line of duty is entitled to retired
pay at 75% of the active duty pay of his
permanent rank or of the rank in which
disability is determined to have been in-
curred if serving under a higher temporary
appointment.

Regular officers who are found to be
incapacitated for service by reason of dis-
ability not the result of an incident of the
service are wholly retired with one year's
pay, or if the disability is not the result
of their own misconduct, may instead be
placed on the retired list with 509 of
their active duty pay (ie., 50% of base
pay and 509% of longevity), if the Presi-
dent so determines, (Retirement provisions
for one year's pay and 509 of pay do not
apply to officers of the Naval Reserve or
Marine Corps Reserve.)

Briefly, the procedure for retirement of
officers ~ for physical disability follows:
(1) Examined by a board of medical sur-
vey, board recommends appearance before
a retiring board; (2) Report of the board
of medical survey is transmitted to the
Surgeon General for appropriate recom-

RETIRED PAY FOR COMMISSIONED AND WARRANT OFFICERS

of the Regular Navy and Marine Corps and Their Reserves

RANK FOR PAY PURPOSES
TYPE OF RETIREMENT Length of
Service for C.W.0.|C.W.0.|C.W. 0. Comme- | Rear Other
(See accompanying article) Pay Purposes less than | over 10 | over 20 Ens. Lt (jg) | Lieut. | Lt Cdr. | Cdr. |doreand| Adm. |Flagand
W. 0. | 10 Yrs, Yrs. Yrs. Capt.; | Lower | General
Comm, | Comm. 2nd Lieut.| 1st Lieut. | Captain | Major | Lt Col. | Colonel Half; | Officers
Service | Service | Service Brig. Gen.
Under 3 Yrs, $112.50 | $131.25 |........ $112.50 | $125.00 | $150.00 | $187.50 | $218.75 | $250.00
3 Yrs. or More | 118.13 | 137.81 118.13% 131.25 | 157.50 | 196.88 | 220.60 | 262.50 | 2 o E
mE |
6 Yi M 123.76 144.38 |...... 137.50 137.50 165.00 | 206.25 | 240.62 275.00 | E = =
RETIREMENT OF ALL el : : ﬁ % E g
OFFICERS over 10yTs, =21 O
9 Yrs. or More | 120.38 | 150.94 | $172.50 |. 143.75 | 143.75*| 172.50 | 215.63 | 2561.57 | 287.50 as as
at 75 of base pay and 75% of _ m e
louge\nt for: disability 12 Yrs. or More | 135.00 | 157.50 | 180.00 |.. 150.00 | 180.00 | 180.00 | 225.00 | 262.50 | 300.00 | = g - g
il in-
f_urro)d in line of duty (at any | 15 Yrs. or More 140 .63 164 .06 187,50 [......... 156.256 187 .50 187.50% 234 38 273.44 | 312.50 E E E =
[AMe ) . S
B—30 years or more active over 20yTs, = E = g
g:r';f{oesf;]ﬁ uEﬂn_eﬁ;mc]e for | 18 Yra. or More | 146.25 | 170.63 | 195.00 | §243.75 | 162.50 | 105.00 | 243.75 | 243.75 | 284.38 | 325.00 E g E ﬁ
chich qualifies.
C—Upon reaching age 64. 21 Yrs.or More | 151,88 | 177.10 | 202,50 | 253,13 | 168.75 | 202.50 | 253.13 | 253.13* 205.31 | 337.50 'f 8 T =
24 Yrs.or More | 157 50 | 183.75 | 210.00 | 262,50 | 175.00 | 210.00 | 26250 | 306.25 | 306.25 | 350.00 EE gE
27 Yrs.or More | 163.13 | 190.31 | 217.50 | 271.88 | 181.25 | 217.50 | 271.88 | 317.19 | 817.19 | 362.50 | = "
30 Yrs. or More 168 .75 196.88 225.00 | 281.25 187.50 | 225.00 281.25 | 328.13 | 375.00 | 375.00
20 Yra. 108.33 130.00 162.50 | 162.50 | 189.50 | 216.66 | £250.00 (%333.33
; 21 Yra. 118.12 141.75 177.19 177.19 | 206.72 | 236.25 | 262.50 | 350.00
RETIEE&{!’EIEE FOR 22 Yra. 123.75 148 .50 185.63 185,63 216.56 | 247.50 | 275.00 | 366.87
23 Yrs. | | < | = | 120.37 | 155.25 | 194.06 | 226.41 | 226.41 | 258.75 | 287 50 | 383.33
for 20 years or more of active = =) =) =l
duty service as commissioned | 24 Yrs. <] ] 1<} & 140.00 168.00 | 210.00 | 245.00 | 245.00 | 280.00 | 300.00 | 400.00
officer, under conditions _set <| | o o
'fiqgl:l;n awampanymg n;t;gl‘; 25 Yrs. = =1 = =] 145.83 175.00 | 218.75 | 255.21 255.21 | 291.67 | 312.50 | 416.67
are I I = =
of monthl y nnd lon- | 26 Yrs. (=} [=] [=] =] 15166 182.00 | 227.50 | 265.41 265.41 | 303.34 | 325.
gevity leftl]Jlled E; number of = = “ 4 e o
years ufngacuw‘ dui{ypeart;r;;c;i 27 Yrs. 163.13 195.75 | 244 69 | 285.47 | 285.47 | 326.25 | 337.50 | 450.00
six months and over counts as | 28 Yrs. 169,17 203.00 | 253,75 | 296.04 | 296.04 | 238.33 | 350.00 | 466.67
one year,
y 29 Yrs. 175.21 210.25 | 262.81 | 306.62 | 306.62 | 350.41 | 362.50 | 483 .33
" 30 Yrs. or More | 168.75 196.88 | 225.00 | 281.25 187.50 | 225.00 | 281.25 | 328.13 375.00 | 375.00 | 375.00 | 6OO.0O

* Ensign over 5 yrs.: $131.81; Lt. (Jg.) over 10 yrs.: $172.50; Lieut. over 17 yrs.: $234.30; Lt. Comdr. over 23 yrs.: $205.31,
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mendation and then is forwarded to Bu-
Pers or Marine Corps where (3) BuPers
(or M. C.), if concurring with the recom-
mendation of the Surgeon General, recom-
mends to SecNav that the officer then be
ordered before a retiring board: (4) Re-
port of the retiring board is submitted to
BuMed and to BuPers (or to Commandant,
Marine Corps) for comment and recom-
mendation and finally by SeeNav to the
President for his action, and (5) if the
President approves the ﬁnding of the re-
tiring board that the officer is incapaci-
tated in line of duty, the officer's retire-
ment becomes effective on the first day of
the month following the President’s action.

The report of a board of medical sur-
vey, it should be noted, merely represents
an expert opinion_and law is not bind-
(ilngton the Navy Department or the Presi-
en’

RETIREMENT FOR FAILURE OF SELECTION
{Reqular Line and Staff Officers):

Provisions of these laws appear in Chap-
ter 44, U. 5. Navy Regulations, However,
this phase of retirement has been sus-
pended for the duration.

RETIRED OFFICERS ON ACTIVE DUTY:

Under current procedure, when retired
officers on active duty return to an in-
active status on the retired list, their re-
tired pay is computed on the base pay of
the rank in which they were originally
retired, plus longevity pay due for service
on active duty, except as discussed below.
Those whose retired pay is based on 215 %
of their pay multiplied by the number of
years of service add 214 9% for each year
of active duty, not to exceed T56%. (A
fractional year of six months or more is
considered a full year,) Pay is flgured on
this basis even though they are promoted
for temporary service while on active duty.
However, when so promoted, they are ad-
vanced (after return to inactive duty on
the retired list) to the highest rank they
held on active duty, provided their service
was satlsfactory,

If, as a result of retiring board pro-
ceedings approved by the President, it is
found that they have incurred physical
disability while serving on active duty in
time of war or national emergency, and
the retiring board proceedings are insti-
tuted within six months’ of the time of
their release to inactive duty or termina-
tion of temporary appointment, such offi-
cers receive retired pay based on their
higher rank under the following condi-
tions :

(1) Officers retired originally for rea-
sons other_ than physical disability, sub-
sequently disabled in line of duty while
on active duty in higher rank.

(2) Officers retired originally for physi-
cal disability who are found incapacitated
for active duty while serving under a tem-
porary appointment in a higher rank.
~ Officers retired originally for reasons
other than physical disability, if it is de-
termined by retiring boa proceedings
that they incurred physical disability while
serving on active duty in the same rank
as that held by them on the retired list,
are entitled, if not otherwise entitled there-
to, to receive 75% of their active duty
pay (i. e, T56% of base pay and 75% of
longevity ).

TEMPORARY OFFICERS OF THE
REGULAR NAYY:

When enlisted personnel temporarily
promoted to commissioned or warrant
status revert to enlisted status again, and
subsequently are retired as enlisted men,
they are advanced on the retired list to
the highest rank held on the active list
but with retired pay based on their en-
listed status.

If, however, as a result of retiring board
proceedings, they are retired for physical
disability found to have been incurred
while sgerving in their temporary coms=
missioned or warrant status, except as
hereafter stated, they may be retired as
commissioned or warrant officers of the
regular Navy under all provisions appli-
cable to officers of the regular Navy. To
be eligible for this, they must have a dis-
ability incurred while serving in such
temporary rank.

Enlisted men originally retired for phys-
ical disability are not eligible for advance-
ment on the retired list for physical dis-
ability incurred while serving in a higher
temporary rank,

FLEET RESERVE, RETIRED ENLISTED PAY TABLES

(for members of the Fleet Reserve and enlisted persomnel retired
after 30 years of service, when on inactive list.)
The following tables are based on the Pay Readjustment Act of 1942,

the provisions of which are explained in detail in the accompanying
article. .

The totals below were arrived at in each case by adding the percen-
tage of base pay paid for each class of the Fleet Reserve and the specified
amount of longevity pay allowed. Time spent in the inactive Fleet Reserve
does not increase the longevity credit upon transfer to the retired list.

FLEET RESERVE (F-3 AND 4-C), 16-YEAR CLASS

Following totals include 34 base pay with all longevit;lv:
1 1-A 2 3

Pay Grades 5 i} T
12-15 years (2095)..... 73.60 67.20 60.80 51.20 41.60 85.20 28.80 26.687
ng ! £0.50 73.50 66.50 56.00 45.50 38.50 3150 29.17
87.40 T0.80 72.20 60.80 4940 41.80 34.20 31.67
94.30 86.10 77.90 65.60 53.30 45.10 36.90 34.17
101.20 92.40 83.60 7040 57.20 48.40 39.60 36.87
108.10 08.70 89.320 75.20 61.10 51.70 - 42.30 39.17
11500 105.00 §5.00 80.00 65.00 55.00 45.00 41.67
extraordinary heroism.
FLEET RESERVE (F-3 AND 4-D), 20-YEAR CLASS

Following totals include base with all longevity:

Pay Grades l% I_‘{)&Y 2 3 e T 5 6 7
18-21 years (309%) ...110.40  100.80 91.20 76.80 62.40 52.80 43.20 40.00
21-24 (359%). 117.30 107.10 96.90 81.60 6630 56.10 45.90 42.50
24-27 * (40%) 12420 113,40 102.60 86,40 70.20 5940 4860 45.00
ar-a0 (40% ). 131,10 118.70 108.30 91.20 74.10 62.70 51.30 47.50
30 & Owver (50%) ...138.00  126.00 114.00 96.00 78,00 66.00 54.00 50.00
Add 109 if credited with extraordinary heroism or if conduet marks for 20 years exceed 959, DO

NOT add 209 it eredited with both. .

(NoTE : the above tables, the 30 years and over longevity pay range is in-
cluded because a Fleet Reservist may have 30 years' active duty service credited
for pay purposes, covering certain active service rendered subsequent to transfer
to the Fleet Reserve, which does not entitle him to receive the benefits of 30-year
retiremnt at % of base pay and 3 of longevity.)

FLEET RESERVE (F-5), NEW 20-YEAR CLASS

One-half base pay, unly,la.s F]e]et;k Reses‘vlst:

Pay Grades A : 4 5 6 7
69.00 63.00 57.00 48.00 3000 33.00 27.00 25.00
Add all longevity upon completion of 30 years. Longevity, based on length of
active service, makes totals the same as those given in table immediately above,
except 10% mcrease does not accrue to Class F-5 for extraordinary heroism or 95%
marks in conduct.

RETIRED LIST—30 YEARS OR MORE ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE

Three-fourths base pay plus %ll‘?ngew%v:

Pay Grades 1 1 5 6 7
27-30 years (45%).... .150.08 137.03 12398 10440 84.83 7178 58.73 54.38
30 & over (509%) .155.25 141.75 128.35 103.00 87.76 7425 60.75  56.25

(NoTe: In the above table, the 27 to 30-year longevity pay range is included
because a man may have 30 years’ active duty service credited for retirement pur-
poses but NOT for pay purposes (Le., discharge prior to expiration of enlistment,
of minority enlistment counting as full enlistment). The rates of pay of enlisted
men of the insular force of the Navy (Philippines and Guam) are one-half the rates
of pay prescribed for enlisted men of the regular Navy in corresponding grades.

This means one-half the rates for aective duty, and one-half of the above Fleet

Reserve and retirement rates.)

OFFICERS OF THE NAVAL
RESERVE AND MARINE
CORPS RESERVE
FOR SERVICE:

Officers of the Naval and Marine Corps
Reserves are eligible for transfer to the
honorary retired list at 50% of their active
duty pay (i. e, 50% of base pay and 50%
of longevity) if they have performed a
total of not less than 30 years® active serv-
ice in the various branches of the armeq
forces, or have had not less than 20 years
such service, the last 10 of which shall
have been performed during the 11 years
immediately preceding their transfer to
the honorary retired list,

It is geldom, however, that reserve offl-
cers attain retirement with pay for serv-
ice alone, because they usually are trans-
ferred to the regular service or returned to
inactive duty after service of a few years,
Peacetime active duty for reserve officers
alwayvs is governed by available congres-
sional appropriations for this purpose, and
these appropriations seldom allow for more
than a very limited number of reserve of-
ficers on active duty.

For reserve officers who are ineligible
for retirement with pay, but who reguest
retirement from the Nawval or Matine
Corps Reserve after 20 years of honorable
service—aetive and/or inactive—they may
be transferred to the honorary retired list
of the Naval or Marine Corps Reserves,
where they are carried without compensa-
tion and from which they may still be
called to active duty. Upon reaching the
age of 64, they are required to be trans-
ferred to the honorary retired list.

Naval and Marine Corps Reserve officers
who have been specially commended by
SecNav (or the Secretary of War) for
their performance of duty in actual coms-
bat with the enemy, when placed upon
the hanorar; retired list, are advanced
to the next higher grade.

FOR DISABILITY:

Personnel of the Naval and Marine
Corps Reserves called to active duty since
8 Sept. 1939 for extended service in excess
of 30 days, who suffer disability in line
of dulty while so serving, are entitled to
receive the same pensions, compensation,
retirement pay and hospital benefits as
provided by law or regulation for person-
nel of corresponding grades and similar
length of service of thg regular Navy or
Marine Corps,

As previously explained, if they are elig-
ible for retirement for service-connected
disability they may elect whether to ac-
cept retired pay or a pension from the
Veterans Administration.

ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF THE
REGULAR NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS
Retirement laws and regulations
affecting enlisted personnel of the
regular Navy, Naval Reserve, Marine
Corps and Marine Corps Reserve are
much more comprehensive than those
affecting officer personnel and require

(Continued on Page 66)
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USO-Camp Shows, Inc., Takes Bits of Broadway and
Hollywood to Servicemen in All Parts of the World

BROADWAY and Hollywood have
moved into the foxholes and ad-
vance bases of the world’s battlefronts.

Leading personalities of stage, screen
and radio—and hundreds of lesser
lights from Broadway and Hollywood
Boulevard—have traveled by sea and
air to remote parts of the world to en-
tertain large and enthusiastic service
audiences.

Bob Hope recently completed a tour
of the South Pacific during which he
and his troupe gave 28 performances
in 10 days (including travel time) be-
fore 180,000 sailors, soldiers and ma-
rines. He later wrote: “We did our
first show in a coconut grove and
when Frances Langford and Jerry
Colonna came on, the boys applauded
so hard you could hear the coconuts
falling for miles. ... Somebody told me
the Jap stragglers on Guadalcanal
used to sneak in at night and watch
the shows from the trees.”

From Guadaleanal, where it rains
175 inches a year, one feminine star
reported: “They (the soldiers and sail-
ors) would sit in rain so dense that
we could hardly see them....They
cheered each of us for at least five
minutes at every appearance. Though
the show was one and a half hours
long, they'd cheer and beg for more.”
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When Paulette Goddard visited ser-
vicemen in India, a lottery was held
to see who would pilot her plane,
thereby settling a dispute which raged
frl{_)lm one side of the Himalayas to the
other.,

In North Africa servicemen howled
with amazement to discover that Jack
Benny could really play a violin.

“Geeze,” said one soldier. “I didn't
think he could do it.”

“Aw, he ain’t so hot,” said another.
“Maybe he can play a fiddle, but when
(Carole) Landis fainted when he
kissed her—dat was faked!”

As an exit piece to her act, Miss
Landis would invite any serviceman
to come up to the platform and jitter-
bug with her. There was no lack of
volunteers, and things got so out of
hand she was finally forced to limit
her invitations to four. Even then she
was all but exhausted when the show
was over.

USO0-Camp Shows, Inc. a nonprofit
organization, is responsible for this
morale-boosting entertainment, with
the Navy Department, through its
Special Services Division of the Bu-
Pers Welfare Activity, and the War
Department, through its Entertain-
ment Section of Special Services, co-
operating in a thousand and one ways.

Official U. S. Nawy photograph

Big-time performers, or the movie
studios to which they are under con-
tract, donate their services, Those who
can’t afford to work for free are paid
small salaries by US0-Camp Shows,
Inc., which also meets personal ex-
penses of the entertainers, from a
share of the National War Fund col-
lected annually by voluntary home-
front subseriptions to support various
wartime relief and welfare activities.
Transportation, quarters and rations
for the touring troupes are provided
by the Army and Nav¥.

USO-Camp Shows, Inec., was set up
22 October 1941 as a central booking
agency to secure and handle entertain-
ment for American servicemen both
within the U, 8. and abroad. In the
next 32 months, nearly 125,000 per-
formances before 7174 million men in
the services were given. In addition,
265 major screen, stage and radio per-
sonalities had made thousands of per-
sonal appearances in the course of 131
independent tours.

In the last three months of that
period more than 46,000 performances
were given before almost 25 million
servicemen. Of this number it is con-
servatively estimated that 10,880,000
servicemen attended 21,760 of these
performances given at overseas bases.

USO-Camp Shows, Ine., is a branch
of United Service Organizations, cre-
ated at the outset of the war to pro-
vide entertainment for Ameriean fight-
ing men and to correlate and cooperate



with various other organizations
founded with similar aims.

At first, three circuits—the Red,
White and Blue, copied after the old-
time wvaudeville circuits—were organ-
ized to route entertainers to military
establishments. Later the Red and
White were combined into the Victory
circuit, the Blue was retained intact
and the Foxhole circuit, for frontline
duty, and the Hospital circuit were
created to meet the growing demand.

The Victory cireuit, which covers alt
major military establishments within
the continental limits of the U, S, is
toured mainly by variety shows, with
acts ranging from trained seals and
acrobats to the ever-popular girl singer
and/or dancer. Aects playing this cir-
cuit appear before activities having a
complement of 1,500 or more men,

The Blue circuit units are nick-
named the “tabloid troupes” because
of their small number of personnel.
Troupes booked for this circuit gen-
erally are composed of from three to
six entertainers, to play before audi-
ences under 1,500 within the U, S.

Troupes booked for the Hospital cir-
cuit are picked to play in naval hos-
pitals and Army hospitals having a
preponderance of wounded men, both
within the U. S. and overseas. The
acts are so put together that the en-
tire unit can play in auditoriums or
be broken up into smaller parts to
play in hospital wards. In September
there were 12 shows playing this cir-
cuit, covering 79 hospitals. These units
shortly will increased to 22.

Started in April as an experiment
and meeting with such outstanding
success that it has been made perma-
nent is a hospital sketching program.
A number of well-known artists have
been contracted to tour Army and
Navy hospitals and make sketches of
wounded and sick men. The artists
give the original completed sketches
and photostatic negatives to the pa-
tients. The program will be expanded.

One-night stands—the famous spot
shows—are also arranged by USO-
Camp Shows, mainly for presentation
in the New York, Chicago and Califor-
nia areas where “name bands,” stage
and screen stars are available for
short tours on short notice.

The Foxhole circuit, most popular
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PATIENT posed for, and received
original of, this sketch made by
USO-Camp Shows artist on visit
to naval bospital.

ON SOUTH PACIFIC ISLAND: LST, in background, provides gallery

Official U. S. Marine Corps photograph

space as USO-Camp Shows trouper Patty Thomas dances for servicemen.

of all with both entertainers and ser-
vicemen, includes all troupes going
overseas—to perform in the Persian
Gulf Command, on the sands of Gala-
pagos, on the rocks of Ascension Is-
land, on the atolls of the Pacific, in
Labrador and Greenland or wherever
Americans need them. One unit played
on the island of Pantelleria within 10
days after the landing of American
forces there. Three units played in
Sicily as soon as combat conditions
made assembly of men practical.

Included in the Foxhole circuit are
three-man teams which actually go
right up into the front lines to give
battle-weary men a few hours of re-
laxation. Some of these small teams
have performed within range of artil-
lery fire on the European front.

These tours by entertainment per-
sonalities are no mere pleasure jaunts.
They are good hard work. Forty-min-
ute shows grow into hour or hour and
a half shows because of the enthusias-
tic demands of servicemen. And the
old vaudeville days of three shows in-
cluding matinee are a thing of the
past for many of these entertainers
now on the battlefronts. While only
two or three shows a day are recom-
mended by USO-Camp Shows, enter-
tainers are sometimes called upon to
give eight or even ten. Some have
worked so hard and for such long

hours that doctors ordered them to
bed for a long rest on their return.

The entertainers sleep in tents, on
the ground, in Nissen huts—any place
that is available. Their dressing rooms
are mostly tents, sometimes a large
van. Stages are hastily constructed,
rough platforms. Sometimes the
troupers have only the ground to work
on. Patty Thomas, pretty dancing
star who wowed ’em on a South Paci-
fic tour, performed to a mile-long au-
dience using a beached LST for gal-
lery space (see picture above).

The entertainers also face many
dangers, including enemy action. Seven
have been killed, many more injured.

Tamara, a widely known singer, and
Roy Rognan, a dancer, were killed
when a plane loaded with stars
crashed in Lisbon harbor 26 February
1943. Jane Froman was badly hurt in
this accident. Grace Drysdale, a pup-
peteer, suffered a broken leg in the
crash, but recovered and has been en-
tertaining soldiers and sailors in the
ETO ever since. She has been over-
seas continuously since 19 February
1943. Jeanne Lorraine, wife of Mr.
Rognan, was hurt in the same crash,
After her recovery she went alone to
Europe and appeared before Gls.

Several performers were wounded
by robot bombs in London. Martha
Raye lost most of her clothes in a
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Judy Manners is escorted to stage of a U. S. warship beaded overseas.

hotel bombing in North Africa. For-
tunately, she was away at the time.

In New Guinea, guards could hear
a show but not see it. They were sta-
tioned some distance away from the
audience to keep out straggling Japs.
Before the Germans were driven out
of North Africa, one unit which
played in the combat area had to beat
a hasty retreat because the car in
which it was riding had taken the
wrong road and got between the lines.

A commanding' officer in the South-
west Pacific reported; “The boys (in
the troupe) were a godsend to the
troops in the northern territory and
in New Guinea. The day of their ar-
rival we had a particularly bad air
raid and the boys fell into a new pit
we were digging, which was 12 feet
deep, and one of the boys hurt his
leg. Other than that, there were no
casualties. There were two 500-pound
bombs dropped within 50 feet of their
trench . . . which shook them up con-
siderably . . . but they went on that
ni%ht as if nothing had happened.”

n spite of the dangers, the long
hours and hard work, numerous per-

formers go overseas time after time.
Myles Bell and his wife, Nan Bedini,
a comedy team, have made nine trips.

The time a troupe spends overseas
varies. Entertainers are generally
signed up for six months, but many
remain out much longer. One four-
man team has been overseas—in the
Middle East, Persian Gulf and China-
Burma-India areas—since 4 Sept. 1943.

What do servicemen like best in the
way of entertainment?

Tastes vary from the classical to
puppet shows; so all kinds of acts are
sent out. However, variety shows get
the greatest applause. uch shows
generally include several girl singers
and dancers, perhaps a magician or
an acrobat, a comedy team, etc,

Another kind of unit is composed of
five or six actresses who encourage
participation of military personnel in
entertainment programs where time
and conditions permit. Generally men
overseas and in this country as well
are far too busy for rehearsals. How-
ever, a number of plays and other pro-
grams, have been developed, includ-
ing quiz shows and game shows, which

Official U. S. Navy photopraph
Sailors and marines see USO-Camp Shows performance in New Hebrides.
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call for sailor and soldier participation
but require only a few minutes of in-
struction and rehearsal. The girls in
these troupes assist in arranging the
programs and furnish the feminine
touch.

There are several concert units on

tour, several Negro units, including a
condensed wversion of George Gersh-
win's “Porgy and Bess,” some sports
units, several legitimate plays and
condensed musical comedies.
+ “Fall Season May See More Legits
on War-Fronts Than On B’Way,” said
a recent headline in Variety. “Barretts
of Wimpole Street,” with Katherine
Cornell and Brian Aherne, both of the
original cast, was playing in Naples
in August. Several companies pre-
senting the Broadway hit, “Over 21,”
are in Europe. Others which will
make tours in the near future or which
have already left for overseas include
“Nothing But the Truth,” “3 Men
on a Horse,” “Blithe Spirit,” “Junior
Miss” and “The Male Animal.” Over-
seas editions of the musical comedies
“Oklahoma”™ and ‘“Mexican Hayride”
are being readied.

There is also a steady and surpris-
ing demand for concert entertainment.
Such performers as Grace Moore,
Lawrence Tibbett, Bidu Sayao, Jose
Iturbi, Lily Pons, Jascha Heifetz and
others are enthusiastically received.

The typical American girl, whether
a dancer, singer or just a stage as-
sistant, always brings an instanta-
neous response. To men overseas the
sight of an American girl is a tre-
mendous morale builder, rating just
after chow and mail. Girls are included
in show units wherever possible.

The effect of these shows on fight-
ing men is something that cannot be
expressed by mere words, The re-
sponse to a pretty girl, a lively song
and a pair of shapely legs is over-
whelming and men who have known
only the fatigue of battle and home-
sickness get a great boot out of it.
One general hesitated a long time be-
fore bringing girls into a South Paci-
fic area, Now he is thoroughly sold on
the idea as a morale builder.

Although some servicemen, espe-
cially in isolated localities where there
are problems such as transportation,
have not had USO entertainment,
US0-Camp Shows units have visited
all war areas. Some time prior to 1
October a unit played in Germany.
Units have already given shows in
Holland and Belgium. A unit played
Saipan shortly after it was taken,

BuPers has officially stated of the
program: “The figures indicating the
vast number of activities in the
United States and overseas visited by
USO-Camp Shows artists and the mil-
lions of men entertained under exact-
ing wartime conditions do not reflect
the amount of pleasure brought to the
men and women of the Navy, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard. USO-Camp
Shows, Ine., is commended for its
splendid contribution to the welfare
of the naval service.”

Recently established in New York
City to work with the Army and USO-
Camp Shows in the general program
and to aid in securing more and better
entertainment for Navy men is a Navy
Liaison office, representing the Special
Services Division of the BuPers Wel-
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News of arrival of American girls in USO-Camp Shows unit brought this crowd to Marine base in South Pacific.

fare Activity., Navy field officers are
also cooperating to see that all hands
are provided with as much entertain-
ment as it is possible to give.

The War and Navy Departments
and USO-Camp Shows officials audi-
tion all units before they are sent out.
Within the U. 8., welfare and recrea-
tion officers, after the appearance of
a show, file reports with USO-Camp
Shows and the War and Navy De-
partments on the weather, attendance,
quality of the acts, audience reaction
and behavior of troupe personnel. Few
complaints are ever received.

The program is expected to expand,
even after the fall of Germany and
the lessening of operations in the ETO.

Occupation troops in Europe will
need entertainment from home more
than ever before. In the Pacific, our
vastly expanding operations will in-

Official U, S. Coast Guard photograph

MEDITERRANEAN: Troupers Katherine Cornell and
Brian Aberne (right) and Miss Cornell's busband,
Broadway producer Guthrie McClintic (left), chat
with Coast Guardsman on tour of European theater.

crease the already heavy demands for
entertainment in that war area.
What such entertainment can mean
to men going into battle has been told
by a chaplain in a letter to a friend:
“It happened at Dutch Harbor while
the then-impending attack on Attu was
in the making. . . . Picture a huge
ship . . . tied to a dock. The wind is
blowing cold off Mt. Ballyhoo. . . . It
will soon be time to sail, and mean-
time, no one is permitted off the ship
... they stand around, waiting ...
“By happy coincidence, there are
two traveling units of USO-Camp
Shows in Dutch Harbor at that par-
ticular moment. . . . Since the men
cannot come ashore to a show, then
the show will come to the men. And
in almost less time than it takes to tell
it, an improvised stage is erected on
the dock immediately in front of the

ship, a loud speaker is hooked up to
a microphone and the show is on!

“, . . Every available inch of space
aboard that ship was crowded. . . .
They were lineg several deep alon
the rail; they sat in the lifeboats an
on the life rafts. I don’t believe that
any troupers ever played to a more
appreciative audience. . . .

“The show proceeded: songs, instru-
mental solos, dances, jokes, imitations.
. . . Tugs were bustling about the ship
and were nudging her out into the
stream. Her nose was already turn-
ing. The girl at the mike sang song
after song. Then she began, softly
and warmly, to sing ‘Aloha.’” The
voices of the men, joined with hers,
drifted back across Dutch Harbor. The
ship had turned; only her stern showed
to us ashore. But we could hear the
men singing as they sailed for Attu.”

Official U. S. Navy photograph

GUADALCANAL: Ray Milland (arms folded) and
Rosita Moreno cheer up wounded men on a tour of
wards in a Navy mobile bospital. Their guide,
beside Miss Mareno, is a chief pharmacist’s mate,

Page 37



TALE OF A TOW

Sir: The officers and men of the uss
Chetco have read with interest the story
of the wuss Choctaw’s towing feat, de-
scribed in the July issue of your maga-
zine, p. 19. A job well done, However,
we all feel that the 24-day trip of the
Choctaw is just an overnight trip as com-
pared to a cruise we completed a few
months ago. A report is enclosed.—R.E.G.,
Lieut., van.

e Lieut. G's report appears on p. 69—ED,

DEPENDENCY BENEFITS

8IR: Is my wife eligible for benefits
under the Emergency Maternity and In-
fant Care program sponsored by the De-
partment of Labor?—W.T.A.,, QMZ2¢, USNR.
e No. The program yow refer to is avail-
able to the dependents of men in the
lower four pay grades only (INFORMATION
BULLETIN, Aug. 1944, p. 66). Since you
are in the third pay grade, your wife is
not eligible for these benefits. For medi-
cal benefits aveilable to your wife other
than those under the Ewmergency Mater-
nity and Infant Care program, see BuMed
Cire. Ltr. 1 Oct.. 1543, P3-2 NH(064-39)
(NDB, cum. ed. 43-1482).—IDp,

AVIATION GREENS

Sir: Is it permissible for CPOs holding

aviation rates on shore stations, other than
chief aviation pilots, to wear "aviation
greens” ?—C.0.B,, Yle.
e No. Under provisions of BuPers Circ.
Lir, 1‘45—.;4 (NDE, 15 May 1944, 44-580)
all commissioned, warrant and chief petty
officers who are designated naval aviators
and serving in pilot status are regquired to
have the aviation winter working uniform.
While all other commissioned and warrant
officers assigned to duty in aviation com-
mands may (but are not required to) wear
the aviation winter working uniform when
it is prescribed as the uniform of the day
for aviators, there is no such provision for
CPOs who are not designated as naval
aviators and serving in pilot status.—ED.

TRANFERS TO REGULAR NAVY
Sir: (1) Would an A-V(N) reserve of-
ficer who was 25 years of age or older upon
completion of flight training, and who haa
since completed 18 months or more of sea
duty, be eligible for a transfer to the regu-
lar Navy? (2) Is there any information
available as fo the reserve officers the
Navy will wish to transfer to the regula:
Navy upon completion of the war?—
A.M.A,, Lt., USNR.
® (1) No. Under provisions of BuPers
Cire. Ltr, 21-}4 (NDRE, 31 Jan. 194§, 44-
114) one must be LESS than 25 years of
age when he completes training. (2) There
is at this time no way of determining
what the peacetime requirements of naval
personnel will be, as the size and strength
of the postwar Navy must be defermined
by congressional enactment. Plans for the
transfer of reserve officers to the regular
Navy are now in preparation and will be
published as soon as congressional enact-
ment determines the size of the postwar
Navy. The size of the postwar Navy will
naturally determine the number of re-
aerﬁ)g's who may be permitted to transfer.

SALUTING

Sir: There is a great deal of controversy
at this station concerning the honors ren-
dered during the playing of the national
anthem. Some people insist that during the
playing of the anthem, whether indoors or
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out, they should stand at attention and face
in the direction of the musie, or in the di-
rection of the ensign if it can be seen,
Others contend that while indoors, within
an office building for instance, they are
under cover and may remain geated if they
so desire. Can you enlighten us on this
matter >—M.G.D., CY, USNR.

e Az preseribed by Navy Regs, Art. 230, in-
doors or out, whenever the national anthem
is played, all officers and enlisted personnel
of the Navy:

(1) Stand at attention facing the music
unless at colors, when they face the ensign.

(2) If in uniform, covered, they salute
at the first note of the anthem, retaining
the go tion of the salute until the last note
of the antheni.

(%) If not in uniform and covered, they
uncover at the first note of the anthem,
holding the headdress over the heart and so
remain until the last note, except that in
inclement weather the headdress may be
raised slightly and held above the head.

The same marks of respect prescribed
for observance during the playing of the
national anthem of the U. 8. are shown
toward the national anthem of any other
country formally recognized by the U. 8.

For details on hand saluting, see Jan-
t]s:ary 1944 INFORMATION BULLETIN, P. 16.—
CD.

Sir: If an enlisted man and officer ashore
meet when covered in a building which is
NOT a Navy building, do they salute?
Some of the men say they should salute
only in a Navy building.—J.F.H., CY, USNR.
e Yes, they salute, Article 266 (1) of the
Navy Regs says that salutes are to be ex-
changed between officers and men “upon
every occasion of their meeting, passing
near or being addressed, except as indicated
in Article 267”. This latter article states
that “men at work, except when addressed
by an officer or called to attention, shall
#ot be required to render a salule. A man
in formation shall not salute; but, if ad-
dressed, he shall stand at attention™.

It is customary not to salute in public
conveyances, theaters, restaurants, hotel
lobbies and other such places awhere
crowded conditions or other circumstances
make saluting inappropriate. This custom,
however, is not to be extended to eliminate
snhﬁtmg indoors generally, when covered.
— I"D_

SIR: What would be the proper naval
etiquette if you were to enter a theater, in
uniform but with headdress in hand, just as
the national anthem is being played ?7—B.L.,
Lit., USNE.

o You should stand at attention, faciui the
mausie, holding the headdress in your hand
at your side—KED.

YEOMAN TRAINING

SIR: (1) Is stenotype taught in a Navy

school? (2) Can a Ylec be assigned to the
stenographer’s school? (3) What procedure
does one follow to get this instruction?—
EJ.R.,, Y2e and S.M.A,, Yle.
(1) No. (2) Yes. Y1c and Y2c¢ assigned
to duty under fleet commands are eligible
for instruction din Navy stenography
schools. Quotas are assigned by BuPers fo
ComBervLant and ComServPac. (3) Eli-
gible personnel may submit regquests, via
official channels, to their appropriate com-
mand, either ComServLant or ComServ
Pac—ED.

BB GUNS

Sir: In_ the picture layout on the in-
vasion of Guam, page 10 of your Septem-
ber issue, the first photograph is identified
as showing a U. 8. cruiser's guns softening
up enemy defenses. From the looks of the
signal bridge, navigational bridge, super-
gtructure and the guns themselves, I think
she's a battleship.—H.E.T., GMle, USN.

e Right: she’s a battleship, which, for se-
curity reasons, we can’t name here.—kp.

ADVANCEMENT IN RATING

SIR: At my last duty station I success-
fully passed the examinations for advance-
ment in rating, However, due to lack of
time in grade, BuPers Form 624 was filled
out, signed and placed in my service rec-
ord. Will this form be accepted at my
new duty station or will it be up to my
new CO to decide relative to my promo-
tion ?—W.J.J,, PhMlc, UsSN.
® The decision as to acceptance of exami-
nations taken at a previous station rests
with the 00 under whom the promotion is
effected.—ED, v

REDUCTION IN PAY

SIR: Is there any foundation for the
belief current among Seabee and Ship Re-
pair personnel here that, if they enlisted
in the Navy in a higher pay grade than
pay grade 7, they will, if reduced in rating
in accordance with the sentence of court-
martial, continue to draw not less than the
pay of the grade in which they enlisted 7—
L.A.D., Ylec, UsH.
® This is pure scuttlebutt. When a man is
reduced in rating, his pay goes down ac-
cordingly.—ED,

TRANSPORTATION FOR WIFE

SIR: While at sea I received orders for
duty in the 9th Naval District, and upon
arrival in the U. S. was given 30 days
delay in reporting. During that time I
was married, and later brought my wife
with me to the 9th Naval District. Am I
entitled to reimbursement for my wife's
transportation, even though 1 was married
after receiving orders?™——C.K.A., CPhM,
UsN.
® Yes, you are entitled to transportation
for your wife from the place of marriage
to your new permanent duty station. How-
ever, costs shall not exceed what they
wouid have been from your last permanent
duty station to your new duty station. As
travel has already been performed, you
should submit claim in accordance with
Navy Travel Instructions and, when ap%l;
cable, see NDB, 81 May 1944, $4-609—ED.

MERCHANT MARINE DUTY

8ir: I would like very much to get into
the merchant marine. How do I go about
this? May I write a special letter through
official channels to BuPers requesting
transfer 7—J.P., Y2c¢, USNR.

e There is nothing to prevent you from
sending such a regquest to BuPers via offi-
cial channels, However, the chanceés of
your being discharged in_order to enter
the maritime service are slight, as person-
nel are not being discharged from either
the regular Navy or Naval Reserve for
this purpose and there is mo provision
whereby you might be transferred to the
merchant marine without being discharged
from the Navy.—ED,

CONGRATULATIONS

Smm: When I joined the Navy seven
months ago I had only my first naturaliza-
tion papers. I understood that I was put
in special assignment — USN-I(SA) — be-
cause I was not a citizen. I am now a
citizen of the United States and, as I am
in good health, would like to be reclassi-
fied for general service. Is this possible ?—
P.F., Slc, USN-L
e Yes. You may submit g{our request'to
BuPers via official channels, accompanied
by statement of Medical Officer on Form ¥
to substantiate physical qualifications.—ED,

CHANGE IN CB RATES

Sm: Will the enlisted personnel being
transferred from Seabee ratings to general
service classifications be reguired to un-
dergo a physical examination to determine
their physical fitness for general service
assignments 7—G.E.8.,, PhMlc, wvswn.
® [Under current instructions, changes from
the following CB ratings to corresponding
general service classifications were made
automalically without gpky&t‘cal eramina-
tion being required: SM, Y, 8, F, Bkr,
8C, CCS, Ptr, Prtr, 8K and M, and from
OB rating MM to general service ratings
MoMM, MMS or MME. All other transfers
—that is, those mnot specifically provided
Jjor in the letter from the Chief of Naval
Personnel to all CB activities 28 June 1944
Pers-67-Bt QR/P17-2/MM )—require ful-
fillment of physical gqualifications.—ED,

SKD SPECIALTY MARK

Sir: Has a special rating badge been
authorized for Storekeeper (Disbursing)?
—M.L.W., SKD2c.
® No. SED, 8KV and SET all wear the
same specialty mark.—ED.

MAILMAN INSIGNIA

SIr: Has an insignia for the new gen-
eral service rating MaM, which replaces
Specialist (M), been issued?—J.J.F., Sp
(M )2e, USNR.

o Appropriate designs are now being con-
sidered and the selection will be announced
in the near future—FEDp,



CHANGE IN DESIGNATORS

Smr: Would you please clarify the state-
ment in Alnav 110-44 (NDB, 30 June 1944,
44-724) dealing with advancement in rat-
ine which says: “No designation to indi-
cate pay grade 1 shall be used integrally
with ratings” ?—E.J.G., Yle, USN.

eds of 1 July 194} and continwing until
further notice, all advancements in rating
of enlisted personnel to pay grades § to
14, inclusive, and changes from pay grade
1A to I of the regular Navy and Naval
Reserve, including Women's Reserve, are
temporary.

A gunner’s mate, for instance, who re-
ceived a permanent appointment fo CPO
prior to 1 July 1944 was designated CGM
(PA)., On 1 J‘Ji?} 1944 his designator was
changed to OGM.

If, however, he received an acting ap-
pointment prior to 1 July 1944, he was
designated CGM{AA), and on 1 July 194}
his rating designator became CGM(T). Al
petty officer ratings, effective 1 July 1944
or after, carry the (T) after the rating
designator to indicate temporary appoint-

ment. Seamen ratings do not carry the
{T).—ED.
Sir: On 1 Nov. 1942 I was rated CRM

(AA) and the following November my
marks were not high enough to permit my
being advanced to CRM(PA)., Between 1
July 1943 and 1 July 1944 all my marks
were 4.0, However, on 1 July 1944 my
rate was changed to CRM(T). Am I CRM
(PA) or CRM(T)? If I am CRM(T) does
this necessarily mean that after the war
I will revert back to CRM(AA)?—V.V.,
CRM, UsN.

e You are CRM(T), Until postwar naval
needs are finally determined, it is not pos-
sible to answer questions relative to re-
verting back to rates held on or before 30
June, 19} 4. —ID.

CARRIER NAMES

SIr: What is the poliey for naming air-
craft carriers?—N.A.B., QM2c, USN.
® Aireraft carriers (CV ), aircraft carriers,
large (CVB) and aircraft carriers, small
(CVL) are named for famous ships for-
merly on the Navy list and important
battles of the present or past wars, Air-
ceraft carrviers, escort (OVE) carry names
of islands, bays and sounds of the U. 8.
and batties of the present war.—ED,

MILITARY GOVERNMENT DUTY

Sir: Recently officers were invited to
apply for the military government pro-
gram. Has any provision been made
whereby enlisted men might be included
in this training?—R.W.M., Yle¢, UsNR.

o Enlisted personnel are assigned to mili-
tary government billets awithout calling
for volunteers. They do not reguire spe-
cial schooling for this type of duty, and
are therefore assigned from general de-
tail as requirements become evident,—ED,

EXTRA COMPENSATION

Sir: I understand that enlisted person-
nel in the Marine Corps receive %5 a
month extra compensation for qualifying
as expert riflemen. Are there any provi-
sions for extra pay for enlisted personnel
in the Navy who are expert riflemen or
expert pistol shots?—H.M.R., CSK, USN.
e Art. D-5312 of BuPers Manual makes
provision for payment of extra compensa-
tion at rate of §3 a month to Navy en-
listed men who gualify as expert riflemen
or expert pistol shots. Qualification is
good for one year hpm-uidi.'ng man does not
again qualify within the year, in which
case the qualification year beginsg anew
on the date of re-qualification. However,
this payment has not been authorized for
current fiscal year, under Art, 2143-3 8 & A
Memo No. 501 of June 1944, wnor has it
been since 1932, The Marine Corps pro-
yision (including payment) is still in ef-
Ject.—ED.

OVERSEAS DUTY BARS

Sir: Has the Navy authorized the wear-
ing of bars for each six months overseas
duty ?—R.E.C., Skle, USN,
® No. The chevron was authorized during
World War I to indicate each six months
overseas duty, but was replaced by the
issuance of the Victory Medal. Area rib-
bons, instead of chevrons, have been
au%:horized for overseas duty in this war.
—D.

Limited space makes it impossible
to print more than a small proportion
of the letters received each month.
Only those of widest interest, for
which the answers are not readily

available at ships and stations, can be
selected. If your letter does not ap-

pear, it is suggested that you check
back through recent issues of the IN-
FORMATION BULLETIN, since many
letters must be eliminated becauss
they have been answered by previous
material in the Letters column or else-
where-

NO JEEPS FOR SALE

Sir: Several of us would like to buy a
jeep. We would like to know where to
write in order to find out if there are any
to be sold. Can service personnel get them
at reduced prices?—B.M.H., PhM3ic.

o Existing regulations provide that surplus
automobiles at the present time may be
sold ONLY to REGISTERED DEALERS
by the Surplus Commodities Division of
the Treasury Department, Washington 25,
D. C. As yet no jeeps have been sold, nor
is there any provision under current regu-
lations whereby automobiles may be sold
to service personnel at reduced costs,—ED.

MOVIE OPERATORS

Sir: In the article “The Movies That
Make the Rounds” in your September 1944
issue you mention that there is a shortage
of qualified motion picture projection
equipment operators. Is it possible to
gqualify for this type of work in the Navy?
—D.S.K., Sic.

o Sound meotion picture technicians are
trained at the Sound Motion Picture Tech-
nician Schools, Navy Yard, N. Y., and
NTQ, San Diego, Calif. The courses are
eight to tem weeks in Ilength and electri-
cian's mates and non-rated men, gqualified
in accordance with the provisions of BuPers
Manual Art. E-5406(9) are eligible for
this troining, Quotas are authorized when
training facilities are awvailable, provided
C0s indicate a need for frained sound
motion picture technicians, You may write
to BuPers, via official channels, stating
your gqualifications and interest’s—Ep,

NOTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY

SIR: I understand that BuPers recently

started notifying by letter those men rec-
ommended for warrants or commissions
who have been placed on the eligibility
list. (1) Will all men previously recom-
mended receive these letters of notifica-
tions? (2) I have heard that all men rec-
ommended before 1 Jan, 1944 must be re-
recommended, as previous lists were dis-
carded. Is this true?—AJ.0., GMle,
USNR.
e (1) The practice of sending out letiers
of notification of action taken on recom-
mendations for temporary appointment to
warrant and commissioned rank was be-
gun by BuPers in May 194§ and applies
to new recommendations. In addition, let-*
ters of notification have recently been sent
to all successful candidates recommended
by their COs prior to May 194} who have
not yet been appointed from the eligibil-
ity list. If you have not received such no-
tification, you may asswme that you were
not selected by an administrative board.
f2) Once you have beem placed on the
eligibility list for temporary appointment,
re-recommendation s not necessary nor
desired by BuPers. After six months or
more, your CO may re-recommend you,
and such re-recommendation will be given
the same consideration as the original rec-
ommendation without prejudice by reason
of earlier disapproval.—ED.

SPECIALIST RATING

Sm: Are there any specialist ratings in
radio open to Seabee personnel?—G.K.,
EM2c.
® No.—ED,

SHORTHAND NEEDED FOR Yic

Sir: Is it possible to have the short-
hand requirements waived for qualifying
for a Yle rating?—J.M.M., Y2c, USN.
® No—ID,

MARINE CORPS INSIGNIA

SIR: As a.member of the Fleet Marine
Force, 3rd Marine Division, I was issued
the division insignia. Now that I am in
V-12 training, am I entitled to wear the
patch on my Navy uniform? I am mighty
proud of my old outfit and would certainly
appreciate  wearing its insignia.—J.N.8.,

4 -

® When detached from any Marine Corps
unit and assigned to duty with a naval
wnit,Myau are no longer entitled to wear
the Marine shoulder patch.—ED,

CIVILIAN CLOTHES

Sir: According to the 1943 edition of
Bluejackets Manual, p. 195: “Enlisted men
may be permitted to wear civilian clothes
when on leave or liberty in United States
ports.” Ig this still in effect?™—E.J.N.,
EM2e,
® No. Alnav 29-}2 (NDB, cum ed. je2-
2014) provides that wuniforms will be worn
at all times except when one is_engaged
in ewercizse or in his home with less than
three guests present.—ED.

SCHOOL NOT REQUIRED

Sm: I am a PhoMz2c in the Seabees. In

order to qualify for PhoMle is it neces-
sary for me to attend the Navy School of
Photography, or may I secure the rating
in my Seabee battalion?—G.N., PhoMzZe,
USN-1.
o Under current instructions wyou musl
either be a graduate of the school OR
satisfy your CO that you have gained a
comparable degree of competence (Art. D-
5208.11 of “Qualifications for Advance-
ment in Rating,” issued recently as Parl
D, Chapter 5, Section 2, BuPers Manual).
PhoM is a general service rate, and ad-
vancement can be made within comple-
ment in accordance with existing direc-
tives—(INFORMATION BULLETIN, Nov. 1944},
p. 25).~LD.

WEARING OF VFW RIBEON

Sir: I am a member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. Can you tell me if the pro-
vision in Uniform Regs relative to the
wearing of “badges or their ribbons of mili-
tary socleties commemorative of wars of
the U. 8." entitles me to wear the VFW
bar on my uniform ?—C.8., MM3ic,

® Yes, Article 15-5(a) (Optional Badges),
Uniform Regs, covers the VFW bar. Note,
however, that the wearing of such a rib-
bon is optional with the holder BUT, if it
is worn, the wearer cannot wedar ai the
same time any decoration, medal, ribbon,
or badge awarded by the Army, Nauvy,
Marine Corps or other branch of the gov-
ernment (as listed in Article 15-4).—ED.

How Did It Start?

Hammocks: When Columbus visited
the West Indies, he found that the
natives slept in cotton nets suspended
between two trees. The natives called
the nets “ham-
macs.” (The term
first appeared in
both Spanish and
English as “ham-
aca,” the Spanish
spelling, but in
the latter eventually was changed to
“hammock.”) About 100 years after
the English learned of hammocks as
a result of Columbus’s discovery, they
were introduced into the British Navy.
In 1596, they were mentioned officially
as hanging “cabbons” or “beddes.” By
1660, most English ships on foreign
duty had hammocks, each of which
was shared by two men, but they did
not become common throughout the
service until a later date. We adopted
the custom from the British. (If you
have a different version send it along
to the Editor.)
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[941-1944: PEARL HARBOR
TO THE PHILIPPINES

E have come a long way in three years of

war. Anyone who doubts it, or cannot recall
our situation at the time of Pearl Harbor, need
only read “One Step Ahead of the Japs,” page 6,
and then compare that story with Admiral N imitz’
communique on the great naval victory in the
Second Battle of the Philippines, page 2.

However, just so we don’t get too cocky about
the situation, it won’t hurt to remember this: for
all our victories, we still aren’t back to where we
started when the war began with the Jap attacks
on 7 December 1941. Although the third anniver-
sary of the war finds us well along with bases in
the Philippines, the fact remains that when the
war started we had all the Philippine Islands.

That, of course, is an extreme evaluation to'be
put up against the other extreme—the one which
holds that, after our overwhelming victory over
the Japanese fleet, the war is as good as over.

The truth, as usual, is somewhere in between.
We do not yet have the Philippines but it’s the
Japs who are being pushed back now. We continue
to grow stronger than the enemy, and we definitely
have the advantage of the offensive.

The situation as we start the fourth year of war
is clear enough in this one respect: there can now
be no doubt of final victory. But, as the men who
are fighting well know, we still have to prove it
to the Japs.

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

® Japanese radio: *The enemy fleet, despite the fact that it
had been annihilated in the waters off Formosa, has con-
tinued the execution of its plans . . . without making the
slightest change in its strategy.”

® Prime Minister Churchill: “On military grounds it seems
difficult to believe that the [European] war can be ended
before Christmas or even before Easter.”

o Admiral King: “The war in the Pacific will not reach its
maximum force until Allied fighting strength has been
shifted from Europe.”

o GGrand Admiral Karl Doenitz, commander-in-chief of Ger-
man navy: “We must face unflinchingly the possibility that
Germany will this time be defeated again. But this time
there will be no Scapa Flow.”

® General MacArthur: “The Navy components operating
under my command have not only shown complete loyalty
to a commander-in-chief drawn from another branch, but
have exhibited an elasticity in tactical problems and that
grim, unflinching courage in combat which have so charac-
terized our Navy from its very origin.”

® Admiral Halsey: “I’ve always been one of the few people
who believe Japan will quit when the going gets too rough.”
® Admiral Nimitz, commenting on Jap defeat in the Second
Battle of the Philippines: “This is just a taste of what lies
in store for him—whenever he heals his wounds and re-
turns for more action. The time will come when our fleet,
unhampered by the necessity of guarding American troops
employed in seizing bases, will seek out the Japanese fleet
wherever it may be, and completely destroy it.”
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1. British naval units attack Nicobar Island (19-21 Oct.).
2. U. 8. 3d and Tth Fleets sink or damage nearly 60 Jap
warships in Second Battle of Philippines (23-25 Oct.).
3. B-29s bomb Omura on Kyushu Island, Japan (25 Oct.).
4. U. 8. troops cross to Samar from Leyte (25 Oct.).
5. Russians enter Norway, take Kirkenes (25 Oct.).
6. B-24s from China batter fleeing Jap ships in South
China Sea (26 Oct.).
3d Fleet carrier {llanes sink and damage Jap warships
and supply vessels in Manila Bay area (28 Oct., 4, 5,
12, 18 Nov.).
8. British commandos storm Walcheren Island (1 Nov.);
port of Antwerp opened (3 Nov.).
9. German rear guards pull out of Greece (2 Nov.).
10. More than 2,400 U. S. bombers, fighters destroy 208
Nazi planes in air battle over Germany (2 Nov.).
11. U. 8. troops take Pinamopoan, Leyte (5 Nov.).
12. B-29s bomb Singapore (5 Nov.).
13. Japs reoccupy Ngeregong Island in Palaus (7 Nov.);
U. S. Army troops ta.%(e it back (14 Nov.).
14. Japs announce capture of Kweilin and Luichow, last
U. 8. airbases in southeastern China (10 Nov.).
15. %riﬁﬁh reveal Nazi V-2s used against England (10
ov.).
16. Pacific Fleet bombards Iwo Jima (10 Nov.).
17. RAF bombers sink Nazi battleship Tirpitz (12 Nov.).
18. British warships destroy German convoy (12 Nov.).
19. Red Army takes Jaszapati in Budapest drive (13 Nov.).
20. U. 8. forces seize Mapia Islands (15 Nov.).
21, Six Allied armies open offensive on 450-mile front (16
Nov.) ; Geilenkirchen falls (19 Nov.).
22. Germany admits evacuation of Tirana, Albania, 15th
European capital freed since 4 June (18 Nov.).
23. Yanks take Metz (20 Nov.).
24. French take Belfort (20 Nov.).

7

.
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PERIOD 21 OCTOBER THROUGH 20 NOVEMBER; WEST LONGITUDE DATES

The War

While our fleets in the Philippines
last month were crushing the Jap
fleet in what may prove to be one of
the decisive battles of modern times
(see p. 2) six Allied armies moved
forward in an all-out offensive along
the 450-mile western front in Europe.

More than 2,350 heavy bombers
plunged 8,000 tons of bombs into Ger-
man positions in the space of an hour
and a half on 16 November preceding
the big push. Heavy guns sent tons
of steel into strong points. An ad-
ditional army, the U. S. 9th, whose
whereabouts had been a secret since
September, was revealed to be in ac-
tion between the British 2nd and the
U. 8. 1st. Together they were smash-
ing at one of the five main gateways
into Germany—the Cologne plain. The
U. 8. 3d Army took Metz and pushed
into Germany while the French 1st
Army captured Belfort and drove
northward along the Rhine, as one
arm of a pincers formed with the
rapidly advancing U. S. Tth Army.

Although all was comparatively
quiet on Germany’s eastern front,
Nazi military analysts were warning
their people that this was the lull be-

fore the storm., However, the Red
Army continued to advance on a 120-
mile front in Hungary.

In southern Europe, the 5th and 8th
Armies made slow gains toward Bo-
logna, and Britis expeditionary
forces and Yugoslav and Albanian
Partisans liberated a strip of the
Dalmatian coast. Greece was com-
pletely cleared of Germans.

Liberation of the Philippines con-
tinued despite desperate, almost sui-
cidal, resistance by the Japanese on
Leyte. General MacArthur estimated
Jap ground casualties on Leyte at 45,-
000, while our own totaled 5,691 in

LAST JANUARY

Y& Our ships took part
in landing Allied
troops to establish
the Anzio beach-
head south of
Rome and sup-
ported the opera-
tion with gunfire. In the Central Pacific,
gigantic U. S. Navy task forces blasted
the Marshalls in pre-invasion attacks.

*

WHAT WILL WE DO

AXIS AND OCCUPIED
TERRITORY

ALLIES AND OCCUPIED
TERRITORY

NEUTRAL

U. S. Fleets Crush Jap Navy
As We Gain in Philippines;

Allied Armies Storm Germany

killed, wounded and missing. Never-
theless, Japanese continued their
costly efforts to land reinforcements
under cover of storms and da