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A Two Navy F-14 Tomcat. ct trainir 

ryuipment   o f   the   f l ee t .  
Task  Force 66/69 - Responsible  for   planning 
and  coordinat ing  area   submarine  and  ant isub - 

marine  warfare  operations  in  the M 

nean. 

amphibious   forces) ,   and  Task  Force  504 (1aLLU- 

Naval   Striking  and  Support   Forces  Southerl l  
,ng forces). 

Europe  is  a  subordinate  command  of  Allied 
Forces   Southern  Europe  (AFSOUTH),   head-  
quartered  in  Naples,   Italy. : 
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Clockwise  from  right: 
Twiliaht  settles  on the 
Tibe; River in Rome;  the 
city’s  Trevi Fountain  was 
made  famous in the 
1950’s movie  “Three 
Coins in a Fountain;” 
Sailor and his  wife  vis,, 
Rome’s  Coliseum,  where 
gladiators  once  fought to 
thn rlnsth 





W atch  the  sun  set 
slowly  behind  the 
Coliseum  in  Rome  or 

gaze  at  a  400-year-old  painting  at 
the Uffizi  Gallery  in  Florence.  No, 
it's  not  a  movie,  but  a  normal 
weekend  for  the  Sailors  and 
families  stationed  at  the  Naval 
Support  Activity  (NSA)  Naples, 
Italy. 

The  opportunity  to  travel  for 
Sailors  stationed  at NSA is  only  a 
train  ride  away.  Trains  in  Naples 
run  to  Rome  every  hour.  Fares  are 
very  reasonable  with  a  one  way 
ticket  as  low  as 10 dollars.  From 
Naples  you  will  be  able  to  travel 
to  other  cities  in  Italy  and  Europe 
with  ease. 

Naples  is  a  seaport  city  that  lies 
just  above  the "heel" on  the  west 
coast of the  Italian  peninsula. 

To make  your  tour of duty 

, .  

enjoyable,  be  sure  to  pack ~OuY'". 
positive  attitude  and  be  prepared 
to  adjust  to  a  new life. You will 
immediately  be  struck  by  the 
beauty of Naples.  And if you 
experience  some  difficulty  in 
overcoming  some of the  cultural 
differences,  the  people of Naples 
will  help  you  in  any  way  possible. 
Italy  has  a  reputation  for  being  a 
friendly  country,  and  the  people 
of Naples  are  no  exception. 

Neapolitans  are  enthusiastic 
hosts  and  most  will go out of 
their  way  to  make  you  feel  wel- 
come. 

The  key  to  having  a  good  tour 
of duty  is  to  learn  the  language. 
Neapolitans  are  delighted  when 
you  make  an  attempt  to  learn 
even  the  most  basic  phrases. It's 
recommended  that  you  buy  a 
small  Italian  dictionary  before 
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< Roadside  vendors  are 
common  around  Naples. 
Fresh  fruit,  vegetables 
and  seafood are sold 
from  trucks,  carts  and 
stands. 

A Naples is only  a  quick  train  ride  away 
from  away  from  Roman-era  landmarks, 
like  the  Coliseum  and  The  Sant’Angelo 
Bridge, in Rome. 

arriving  and  learn  some  basic 
words  and  phrases.  Once  you 
arrive  in  Naples,  there  are  Italian 
language  courses  offered  on  base 
to  military  and DoD personnel. 

Naples  is  currently  undergoing 
the  largest  ever  European  quality- 
of-life improvement  project  called 
the  Naples  Improvement  Initia- 
tive.  New  government  quarters 
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A Thanks  to  the  Naples  Improvement 
Initiative,  a  sign  and  a  happy  dog  wel- 
come  Sailors  stationed  at  NSA  Naples  to 
their  new  homes. 

are  being  built,  as  well  as  a  new 
elementary  and  high  school, 
commissary  and  exchange. 

The  most  important  thing  to 
remember  about  living  in  a 
foreign  country  is  that  it isn’t the 
United  States.  Every  day  items 
Americans  take  for  granted - 
from  houses  to  basic  utilities  to 
transportation - work  differently 
in  Naples.  A  willingness  to  learn 
and  adapt  is  vital  to  a  successful 
tour. 3 

Information  compiled  by J 0 2  Jeremy 
Allen,  a  staff  journalist  assigned  to All 
Hands, J 0 3  Christopher  Sherwood, 
USNR,  JOCS  Bob  Hansen  USNR  and 
Chris  Ingalls,  Naples  public  affairs 
office. 
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T t's a  city  full of history, 
culture  and  excitement - 
a  small  peninsula  within 
a  peninsula,  surrounded 

I by  the  Tyrhennian  Sea. 

4 Its  warm  beaches  and  picturesque 

A OS2 Van Arnold of  Chicago,  takes  a 
moment  out of his  guard  duties  at  the 
Italian  dock  in  Gaeta,  Italy,  where  his  ship, 
USS La Sale (AGF 3) is  homeported to 
say  hello  to  his  wife  Lisa  and  his  two 
children,  Isaiah  and  Ivanna.  His  family 
had  just  arrived  in  Italy. 

mountains  were  a  summer  haven 
to  many  Roman  emperors. Wel- 
come  to  Gaeta, Italy. 

Situated  between  Rome  and 
Naples,  Gaeta  is  home  to  the U.S. 
6th Fleet's flagship USS La Salle 
(AGF 3). 

Gaeta is a  tranquil  town  during 
the  mild  winter  and  a  tourist  hot 
spot  in  the  steamy  summer. 
Because of its  position  on  the 
water  the  winds  give  a  slight 
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A Aerial  view  of Old Gaeta,  Italy,  with 
USS LaSalle in the  background 

relief on  summer  nights. 
Originally,  Naval  Support 

Activity  (NSA)  Gaeta  was  a 
detachment of NSA Naples. But 
in  January 1994 NSA officially 
separated  and  is  now  located  on 
Monte  Orlando  overlooking  the 
Gulf of Gaeta.  Now NSA Gaeta’s 
primary  mission  is  to  support  6th 
Fleet staff operations. 

Most  Americans  stationed  in 
Gaeta,  live  in  apartments  or 
houses  in  town  because  military 
housing  is  very  limited. 

Gaeta  is  a  European  seaside 
resort,  and  prices  tend  to  be 
steep. 
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It’s recommended  that  you 
bring  a  major  credit  card  for 
traveling,  because  its  safe  and 
widely  accepted  wherever you 
travel. 

Whether  stationed  onboard La 
Salle, with  6th  Fleet staff or  just 
passing  through,  Gaeta is a  very 
friendly  place  to  enjoy  the  sights 5 

or  raise  a  family. 3 
I 

A Fresh  fruit  stands  are  as  much  a  part 
Information  compiled  by 1 0 2  Jeremy of the  historic  landscape  as  the  cobble- 
Allen,  a stuff writer  assigned  to All stone  streets.  The  fruit  merchant  (center) 
Hands and  JOSN  Charles  A.  Gusque, selects  the  best  plums  under  the  watchful 
USNR. eyes of his  patrons. 

13 



T f you’re looking for an 
island  full of fun,  warmth, 
hospitality  and vitality, 
then look no  further  than 

enticing  Souda Bay, Crete, Greece. 
Crete  is  the  largest of Greece’s 

southern  island  and  the  fourth 
largest  island  in  the  Mediterranean. 
It is  located just above  Africa  and 
below Turkey. Crete  is  divided  into 
four  prefectures,  each  with  its  own 
capital - Chania  (Hania),  Rethym- 
non  (Rethimno), Iraklio (Herakle- 
on)  and Agios Nikolaos. 

Crete  has it all, from  snow- 
capped  Mount  Ida  and  the  gorges 
of West Crete  to  picturesque villag- 
es  and lovely coastal resorts. There 
is  also  a  wealth of beaches around 
the  entire  island,  particularly  at 
Malia and  along  the  northwest 
coast. 

- 
On this exotic and exciting island 
sits  a  little-known secret called 
Naval  Support Activity (NSA), 
Souda Bay, Crete. It’s located on  the 
Hellenic (Greek)  air force base  near 
the  village of Mouzouras, 10 miles 
east of the city of Hania. ~, .. , , I  . 

NSA Souda Bay was first  created 
as a detachment of NAS,  Sicily in 
May 1969. It then became  a  full 
Naval  Support Activity in 1980.  It 
now  occupies 110 acres on  the  north 
side of the air  base.  The  airfield  also 
serves  as  the civilian airport for the 
Hania region of Crete. 

NSA Souda Bay’s mission is to 
provide, operate, and maintain 
facilities and services to support  and 
enhance the readiness of U.S. and 
allied forces operating in or transit- 
ing through the 6th  Fleet area. This 
includes ships, aircraft, detachments 
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and personnel. 
Today, the NSA is comprised of 13 

officers, approximately 227 enlisted 
personnel, 165 U.S and local national 
civilians; and 18 tenant commands. 

The approval of the  new  Mutual 
Defense Cooperation Agreement 
with the Hellenic  Republic is an 
aggressive five year construction 
program with some 509 projects.  The 
cost is  more  than $37 million dollars 
and it's going to make  Souda Bay 
one of the Navy's  major "growth 
industries" despite  drawdowns in 
other areas. 

Whether  you enjoy going to the 
beautiful mountains to get away 
from  it  all,  kicking  back on the sandy 
beaches or learning the language 
from  the friendly Grecians, Souda 
Bay is the place to be. 

I 4 Agia  Triada Monastery 
is only  a 5 minute  drive 
from NSA and  overlooks  a 
grove of olive  trees. 

4 Horse  Drawn  carriage  tours  are  available in the 
ancient  city of Hania,  Souda Bay. 

Information  compiled  by J 0 2  Jeremy  Allen,  a staff 
writer for All Hands. PH2 Patricia  Findley,  USNR,  is 
a photojournalist  assigned to NROI  Det.  220. 

I 
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Uniforms:  Not ily available. 
Morale Calls: A-...xized for permanent  party only. 
Recreation: Current facilities on base  are for softball, soccer, basketball, tennis, 
swimming, ping-pong, volleyball, sailing, mountain bikes, racquetball, weight 
lifting and bowling. 
Educational Opportunities: Limited. GED,  CLEP tests and DANTES tests are 
available periodically from NAS Sigonella. University of Maryland offers an 
Associates of Arts (AA) degree. 
Environmental  and Morale Leave: Personnel on  a one year unaccompanied  tour at 
Souda  are eligible for two EML trips per year to Germany, Italy, Spain, Turkey, 
United Kingdom or CONUS. 
Extension Benefits: Three options: $85.00 per  month for 12 months, an additional 30 
days leave, r-- - ticket from Hania to port of entry in CONUS and return,  plus 15 
days leave. 
Spouse Employment: Very limited. 
Schoo1:No  DODDS schools, only home schooling. Closest high school is Athens or 
London. 
Child Care: No facilities on  base. 
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0 
Photos  by  Basim  Shamiyeh 

ften  referred  to as the 
land of the  beautiful 
beaches,  sunrises  and 

campsites, La Maddalena, a 
remote  duty  station  located off 
the  coast of Sardinia  in  the  Straits 
of Bonifacio, Italy, is  home  to 
approximately 3,500 military 
members  and  their  families. 

This  tiny, isolated  island,  once 
controlled  by  pirates,  also  serves 
as home  port  for  Submarine 
Squadron 22 and USS Simon Lake 
(AS 33), the  only  forward-de- 
ployed  submarine  tender  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Along  with  Naval 
Support  Activity  Gaeta,  they 
provide  mobile  repair,  weapons 
handling  and  logistic  support  for 
fast-attack  submarines  and a wide 
range of fleet support. 

Because the  Mediterranean  is 
considered  one of the  strategic 
keys  to  Europe,  North Africa and 
the  Middle East, the  base  allows 
the  Navy  to  monitor  all  shipping 
in  the  northern  Mediterranean. 

But the  water isn’t the  only 

A Shadows  settle  on  La  Maddalena’s 
marina. 

I 

E 

A Bicycles  are  a  great  mode of transpo- 
ratation  around  the  island. 

place  where  activity  is  going  on. 
For  Sailors who  choose to 

explore  their new,  exciting  sur- 
roundings,  or  for  those  who 
prefer  to  take  another  direction, 
the  adventure  is  only a flight  or a 
ferry  away. 

La Maddalena’s  base  activities 
are  coordinated  in  conjunction 
with  three  surrounding  islands, 
connected  only  by  boat. 

Sailors  can  reach  the  pictur- 
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A Summers  attract  tourists  from 
around  the  world.  The  population  swells 
from 17,000 to as  much as 75,000 in 
mid-season. 

esque Bay of Naples  by  catching 
an  inexpensive  over-night  ferry  or 
a  one-hour  military  flight.  An 
hour’s  drive  from  there  will  land 
you  in  the  old  seaport  town of 
Gaeta,  or  Sailors  can  reach 
Sigonella  by  catching an  hour 
flight  into  Catania. 

Whatever  your fancy,  be it 
recreation,  social  or  plain  old 
R&R, La Maddalena  or  one of the 
nearby  islands  can  provide  it. 

Sailors  stationed  on La Madd- 
alena  will  still  have  to  make  a  few 
adjustments  to  adapt  to  their  new 
environment.  Perhaps  the  greatest 
barrier  and  challenge  for  most 
will  be  the  language.  Italian  is  the 
predominant  language  spoken  on 
La Maddalena,  but  outsiders  can 
learn  to  speak  it  with  a  bit of 
practice  and  by  keeping  a  small 
dictionary  on  hand. 

Other  customs  are  also  slightly 
different.  Handshaking,  for 
instance,  is  the  American  greeting 
Sailors  are  used  to.  Italians  often 
greet  each  other  with  kisses  to 
both  cheeks. 

Sailors  will also have  to  get 
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used  to  the  shops  closing  daily 
from 1 to 4 p.m.  for riposo. It’s the 
time of day locals  eat  lunch  and 
take  an  often-needed  break. But 
remember,  for  the  military it’s 
business  as  usual. 

Houses  and  apartments  are 
smaller  than  those  stateside so 
Sailors  are  encouraged  to  leave 
oversized  furniture  in  storage. 

Students in grades  Kindergar- 
ten through 8 attend La Maddale- 
na  American  School.  Ninth- 
through  12th-graders  attend  high 
school out of the  area  in  one of 

the  two  accredited  Department of 
Defense  Dependent  Schools 
(DODDS) in  London  or Rome. 
Some  parents  prefer  to  home 
school.  Information  on  home 
schooling  can  be  obtained  from 
the  school officer at  the  family 
service  center. 

For Sailors  stationed  at La 
Maddalena,  it  could  be  a  dream 
tour if you’re willing  to  learn  the 
culture.  Plan  to  attend  a  work- 
shop before  transferring  to  ease 
the  move  and  become  familiar 
with  the  customs.  Soon  you  will 
be  basking  in  the  sun  or  enjoying 
the  beautiful  tropical  views, 
crystal-clear  waters  and  fabulous 
sunsets. 

Story by Patricia  Oladeinde,  a  staff 
writer  for All Hands. 

Mainr f‘nmm: 

17 



Destinati 

4 

The  city’s  fortress  offers  a  lovely  view of the bay. 

I f you’re the  type 
of Sailor who 
dreams of travel 
ing  to  exotic  and 
unforgettable 

liberty  ports,  then you’re I 

in  luck.  Naval  Station 
Rota,  Spain,  is  just  the  set 
of orders  you’ve  been 
looking for.  After an 
exciting tour of dutv in ” 
Europe’s  ”Gateway  to  the A bull stands  amid  a field of sunflowers  near  Rota. 

Med,”  you’ll  be sure  to  leave  with 
fond  memories  and  a  deep  long- 
ing  to  return  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  naval  base,  located  on  the 
Bay of Cadiz  in  the  southwestern 
part of the  Iberian  peninsula, 
overlooks  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and 
is strategically  positioned  near 
the  Straits of Gibraltar.  Its  prima- 
ry  mission  is  to  service  the  6th 
Fleet by  keeping  fuel,  ammuni- 
tion  and  spare  parts  flowing  to 
U.S. Naval  Forces  operating  in  the 
region. 

But you  probably won’t  be 
thinking  about  how  important 
Rota is  strategically  when  you’re 

out  running,  swimming  or  just 
relaxing  on one of the  area’s 
many  white,  sandy  beaches. It 
probably won’t  cross your  mind 
when you’re out  in  town  talking 
to  the  locals  and  learning  the 
Spanish  culture  and  language  that 
Rota is  one of the  Mediterranean’s 
busiest  ports. 

You’ll find  that  Spaniards  are a 
very  friendly  people. As long  as 
you’re courteous, adventurous  and 
open to  new living, dining  and 
social experiences, they  will go out 
of their  way  to  help  you acclimate 
to  their  culture. 

Not  long  after  showing  up, you’ll 
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quickly catch on  to  the fact that 
there  always  seems  to be something 
to  celebrate  in  Spain. Religious 
festivals, for  example,  play a major 
role in  Spanish life. Each city and 
region  has  its own special fiesta in 
honor of a  patron  saint.  There  are 
colorful  processions,  singing, 
dancing,  bullfights,  fireworks and 
local delicacies  like c h u m s  (sugary 
sweetbread). 

One  cultural  extravaganza  is 
Carnaval  (the  Spanish  equivalant 
of Mardi  Gras)  where  feasting 
and  revelry  are  everywhere  you 
turn.  Celebrations  include  mas- 
querade  dances,  parades,  pinatas, 
costume  contests  street-singing 
parties  and  elections of kings. 

If you’re  in search of a  duty 
station  with  warm  weather, 
friendly  people  and  a  great 
quality of life,  look no  further. 
Rota, Spain  is  that  exotic,  unfor- 
gettable  liberty  port  you’ve  been 
dreaming of. A 

Information  compiled by 102 Jason 
Thompson,  a  staff  writer  for All Hands 
and 102 Cindy  Alvarez, USNR. 
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I 4 The  playground  at  Rota’s  Child 
~ Development  Center  offers  toddlers 
~ and  young  children  a  lot  to do. 

V A Rota  Sailor  enjoys  the  scenery 
from  his  apartment balcony. 

I 

,nulation - 8.000 

service 
Legal:  Full  service 
Medical: U.S. Naval  Hospital, 

Rota 
(Exceptional  Family  Member 
Program  available) 

MWR: full  service 
Base  housing:  Limited - 806 units 

comprised of two-,  three- a1 
four-bedroom  units 

Full  service 
Personnel  Support  Detachment: 

Religious  Activities:  full  service 
Spouse  employment:  Limited  -but 

check DODD Schools,  Human 
Resources  Office, MWR and 
Navy  Exchange.  There is also  an 
MWR Home  Care  Provider 
program. 

Education: DODDS K-12; Air  Force 
services  for  Exceptional 
Children  (ages 3 to 21) 

Navy  Campus:  full  service 
American  CollegeslUniversities: 

Central Texas College;  City 
Colleges of Chicago;  Embry- 
Riddle  Aeronautical  University; 
Rota  Community  College; 
University of 



Y ou  know  you’re  living  the chance  to  see  many of the  island’s 

good  life  when  you  get breathtakingly-beautiful,  historic 
orders  to a duty  station sights,  most of which  are  within 

where  the Welcome Aboard  web  an  hour’s  drive of the  base.  While 
site  has a page 
entitled  ”Sunny 
Sigonella:  Getting 
Used  to Warm 
Summers  and Cool 
Winters.”  Located 
on  the  island of 
Sicily, the  area 
enjoys a typical 
Mediterranean 
climate  and  aver- 
ages 300 days of 
sunshine a year. 

L 

< 

Great  weather [ 

means  great 

you’re out  there 
you  can  meet  the 
kind  and  very 
hospitable  Sicilians 
and  experience 
their  diverse 
cultural  heritage. 

That  heritage 
stems  from Sicily’s 
rich  history,  much 
of which  was  spent 
under  foreign 
occupation - 
dating  all  the  way 
back  to  the  Greek 

opportunities  for  Empire. That’s why 
A Near  to  NAS  Sigonella,  is  the 

Sailors and  their town of Catania.  Catania  has  many YOU can  still  find 
families  stationed sights to see such as this 17th Greek  temples, 

century  statue  of a  pope  in  front of 
at  Sigonella.  It’s a the St. Agata  Cathedral. ancient  catacombs, 
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< A Within an  hour's  drive  of NAS 
Sigonella,  you  can  be  in  the  beautiful  city 
of  Taormina  and  visit  many attractions, 
like  the  Greek  amphitheater  (above) or 
you  can  just  stop  and look at  at  the  view 
of the  eastern  shoreline of Sicily. 

A The  Greek  amphitheater in Taormina 
with Mt. Etna in the  background,  less  than 6th Operations Or playing 
an  hours  drive from NAS Sigonella. f r isbee  on  one of the  island's  soft, 

Roman  amphitheaters,  Norman  white-sand beaches, "Sunny 
castles and  Arabian  baths  Sigonel la" i s  a dream  tour. 

throughout  the  is land's  modern 

cities. Information  compiled by J 0 2  Jason 

Whether  act ively  support ing Hands,  and 102 Marcy KeZley, USNR. 
Thompson,  a staff writer  for AZZ 
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(jiilities 4\L*i j&&~;  
-mail: welcomQnassig.sicily.navy.mil 
VTERNET: http://www.sicily.navy.mil/ 
'ommissary: Main and satellite commissaries; two 7- 
lay Stores (mini-marts) 

lmily members 
xchange: Full service 
amily Service Center: Full sei 

Legal: Full service 
Medical: US Naval Hospital Sigonella and Flight Line 
Clinic 
MWR Full service 
Personnel  Support Detachment: Full service 
Spouse Employment; Limited -predominantly MWR 
and Navy Exchange opportunities; spouse employment 
assistance program available. 
Veterinarian: Full service (limited availability) 
Schools:K-12 at DODDS Stephen Decatur School 
Navy Campus: Full service 
American Colleges: Central Texas College; City 
Colleges of Chicago; Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University; University of Maryland University College; 
University of Oklahoma 
Special Education: Limited to mild handicaps in speed 
and learning disabilities 
On-base housing: 

BEQ - 725 units, 15 to 24 month waiting list 
BOQ - 200 un i t  'O '324 month waiting list 



S he  looked  around 
her  upstairs office at 
the  United  Service 
Organizations 
(US0)-Israel,  located 

in  the  northern  port  city of Haifa, 
and  remarked  that  it  looked  as if 
burglars  had  ransacked  the  place. 
Hundreds of binders  and  photo 
albums  were  strewn  haphazardly 
about;  thousands of loose  photos 
and  handwritten  letters  covered 
nearly  every  inch of exposed 
furniture  and floor. 

The  clock  approached  6  a.m. 
For the  last 12 hours,  Gilla  Ger- 
zon  had  run  the  gamut of her 
emotions.  Her  tears  flowed  freely 
as  she  remembered  days  long 
gone  by  while  pouring  over 
pictures  and  letters  sent  to  her 

g i  
from  Sailors,  Marines, 5 
husbands  and  wives, 
mothers  and  children. 
She  would  frequently 
pause  to  kiss  the 
pictures  dearest  to  her 
heart. 

Nearly  every  Sailor 
and  Marine  who  has 
served  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean  since 1980 
either  knows  the  name  or  the  face 
of Gilla  Gerzon,  affectionately 
called  the  ”Mother of the  6th 
Fleet.” 

Since  formally  establishing  the 
Haifa  US0  and  becoming  its 
director  in 1981, Gerzon  and 
USO-Israel  have  provided sup- 
port  for  more  than 3.5 million 
service  members. 

Gerzon  fondly  refers  to  every 
Sailor  and  Marine  who  deploys  to 
the  Mediterranean  as  “her  chil- 
dren.”  Sailors  and  Marines call 
her  ”Mom”  and  never  forget  to 
give  her  a  good-bye  hug  as  they 
return  to  their  ships. 

Recalling  how  nice  and  gener- 
ous Americans  were  to  her  and 
her  eldest  daughter  Gallit,  Gerzon 

A 
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teach us. They  even  let  me 
stay  in  their  houses.” 

Gerzon  first  became 
familiar  with  the U.S. Navy 
in  the  late 1970s when  she 
worked  as  the  public  rela- 
tions  director  at  the  Dan 
Carmel  Hotel  in  Haifa. 

”I saw  all  these  American 
hn  Dalton  visits  with women  and  children  in  the 

Gilla  Gerzon. 
hotel,”  said  Gerson. “I asked 
them, ‘Why are  you  in 
Haifa?’ and  they  [would]  tell 
me  about  meeting  a  Navy 

1 ship  here  for  Christmas. I 
never  knew  the U.S. ships 
came  [to  Haifal  but I 
thought,  ’How  wonderful.”’ 

She  soon  found herself 
arranging  the  first of what 
would  become  many  Christ- 
mas  parties  and  tours of the 
Holy  Land  for  Navy  families. 
She  realized  this  was  the 
ideal  way  for  her  to  repay 
the  American  people  for  all 
the  warmth  and  comfort  she 
and  her  daughter  had  re- 
ceived  while  in  the  United 
States. 

i 

Sailors  and  Marines  escort  Israeli  military 
women during  a US0 fashion show.. the  Navy  Chaplain  Corps,  who 

A  year  later,  members of 

had  made  previous  visits  to 
said. ”We came  to  America,  not Haifa,  asked  the US0 to  hire 
speaking  any  English. The nurses, Gerzon  and  establish  a  full-time 
they  would  sit  in  the  room  and office there. 

Making 
Sailors feel 
comfort- 
able  in 
unfamiliar 
places is a  primary  concern of the 
uso. 

Sailors  and  Marines  arriving 
routinely  receive  long-stem  roses 
from  Gerzon  and  her  staff.  The 
refrigerator  in  the U S 0  is  always 
stocked  for  Sailors  on  shore  patrol 
and  sometimes  Sailors  are  invited 
to  celebrate  a  bar  mitzvah  or  to 
visit  a  kibbutz  while  they  are  in 
port.. 

Gerzon  and  her  family  have 
gone  out of their  way  to  make 
Israel,  and  their  own  homes,  a 
home  away  from  home  for  service 
members. In the  late 1980s she 
bought 60 mattresses  and  several 
oversized,  commercial  washing 
machines  out of her  own  pocket 
so Sailors  and  Marines  who 
missed  the  last  bus  or  found 
themselves  stranded  ashore  could 
sleep  at  her  house. 

Some  say  Gerzon is an  angel, 
but she’s  quick  to  point  out  that 
she  is  caring  for  angels.  Coinci- 
dentally,  the  words  ”Sailor”  and 
”angel”  are  phonetically  the  same 
in  Hebrew. 

Siege1  is assigned to the  6th  Fleet  public 
affairs  office. 
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mother's Navv 
u 

Story by PHAN Lena Gonzalez 

W omen  in  the  Navy  have  come  a  long  way  since  the 
first WAVES' movement  in  the  early 1900s. Today 
they  are  forward  deployed 

aboard  combat  ships,  stationed  over- 
seas  in  high-risk  areas  and  serving  in 
nearly  every  rating  the  Navy  has  to 
offer. 

Starting  with  the  first 20 women  to 
enlist  in  the  Navy  nurse  corps  (known 
as  the "Sacred  Twenty") women  began 
by serving  in  "traditional jobs" like 
yeoman,  storekeeper  and  hospital 
corpsman. 

"When  we  went  in,  we  didn't  try  to 
be  equal  with  the men," recalled Flo- 
rence  Morkus,  a  first  class  communica- 
tions  specialist  during World War 11. 
"Our  [mission]  was  to  relieve  the  men. 

Frieda  Mae  Hardin, 101 
years  old,"was  a  Navy 
yeoman  during  World War I 
and  spoke  at  the  dedication 
of the  Women's  Memorial. 

So when  they  went off to  war,  we  took  their  jobs  here  in  the 
States." 

Whether  it  was  running  carbon  copies  and  taking  dictation 
during  strategic-planning  meetings  or  comforting  Sailors 
wounded  in  combat,  women  proudly  served  their  country  any 
way  they  could. 

As  the  years  went by, women  became  a  more  and  more 
integral  part of the  military  community. Like men,  they  went 
off to  war  and  left  families  behind. 

During World War 11, duties  like  sending  and  receiving 
coded  radio  messages  to  our  Allied  forces,  rigging  parachutes 
and  testing  equipment  proved  to  be  an  invaluable  part of the 
war  effort. 

Even  though  women  weren't  allowed  to  serve  in  combat 
zones,  they  played  key  support  roles  as  aviation  mechanics, 
gunnery  instructors  and  translators. Women in  highly  techni- 
cal  ratings  even  helped  design  and  manufacture  weapons. 

To be  sure,  the  Honor,  Courage  and  Commitment  these 
early  women  demonstrated  has  paved  the  way  for  today's 
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A AC2  Jamie  Bradley  worKs  wlrn LHI CC  (Carrier  Air  Traffic 
Control  Center)  on  board USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63). Kitty Hawk's 
battle  group is currently  en  route to the  Arabian  Gulf  as  part of a 
scheduled  deployment  to  the  Western  Pacific  and  Arabian  Gulf. 

A A  flight  deck  crewmember  carries  aircraft tie down  chains 
during  flight  operations  on USS Nimitz. 

26 

Navy  women. 
"Without  their  service  and  dedication,  the 

rest of us  would  not  have  followed,"  said re- 
tired  Navy CAPT  Kathleen  Bruyere, who  now 
resides  in  Baltimore. "Today someone  can  say 
she  wants  to  become  an  astronaut  and  nobody 
would  blink  an  eye. But in 1966 women  could 
not  even fly. It was  much  different  then." 

Because of the  sacrifices  and  hardships  en- 
dured  by  every  woman  who  has  ever  put  on  a 
uniform,  Navy  women  have  now  taken  their 
place  alongside  their  brethren  Sailors. 

Seaman  Apprentice Valerie Mason,  a 19-  year- 
old  Sailor  from  Hazelhurst, Miss., who  per- 
formed  in  the  Ceremonial  Honor  Guard  detail 
at  the  unveiling of the Women  in Military 
Service  for  America  Memorial  in  Washington, 
D.C. said, "I never  realized  how  different  the 
Navy  was back then. At least I know  now  that I 
have  as  a  good  a  chance  as  anyone  to  make 
it."& 

Gonzalez is a  photographer  for All Hands. 

ALL  HANDS 



A Posters like these  were  designed to attract  women  for critical 
roles  deemed  appropriate  for  their  gender. 

4 PHI Candice M. Pratt  checks  navigational  flight  equipment 
during  an  auxiliary  power  unit  startup.  Pratt is assigned  to  Patrol 
Squadron  (VP) 26, Brunswick,  Maine, in support of Joint 
Interagency Task  Force  East. 
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TheYear 2000 
The challenge is on! 

Story  by JOCS Steve  Burghardt 

J an.  1,2000.  What  a  pain!  Supermarket  tabloids days  of  the  computer  boom,  memory  was  expensive 

print  dire  predictions  while  politicians  drone and  the  processing  speeds  of  the  venerable  Intel 8086 
on  about  fresh  starts  and  new  beginnings. chip  were  at  a  snail’s  pace. To save  memory  and 
Groups of ”millennialists”  and  ”futurists”  are storage Space, as  well  as  speed  calculations,  pro- 

springing  up  everywhere  and  developing  plans  grammers  opted  to  represent  years  by  their  last 
for  humanity  during  the  next 1,000 
years.  Closer  to  home,  check  writers A 

will  have  to  make  sure  they  cross 
out  that  little ”19” on  the  date 

1 
line.  Award  certificates  will 
have  to  be  revised  and re- 
printed  to  accommodate  the 
change.  Come  to  think of it, 
almost  every  dated  form  we 
fill out  will  become  obsolete. 

But  it’s not  just  inconve- 
niences  the  world  is  con- 
cerned  about  when  it  comes  to 
the Year  2000, or Y2K as  it  is 
called.  Some of the  hazards 

two  digits.  Thus, 1975 became 75. 
The  use of dates  in  many 

applications is essential.  Some  use 
dates  for  sorting  data  while  others 

use  dates  for  calculating  the 
passage of time. For instance,  a 
person  born  Jan. 1, 1970, is  now 
28 years  old (1998 minus 1970 
equals  28). A computer  might 
see  this  problem  as 98 minus 
70 and  get  the  same  result. 

However,  in 2000 the  calculation 
changes  to 00 minus 70 and  ends 

up  with  a  result of negative 70- 
years-old! For those  applications 

posed  by  the  new  millennia  are that  ignore  the  negative  number, 
being  felt  today  and  are  contained  in that  person  is  now 70 years  old  and 
that  magic box we call a  computer. It’s eligible  for  mandatory  retirement,  Social 
the  ”millennia  bug”  and we’re all  about  to Security,  etc. If the  ”negative”  age  remains,  then  the 
catch  it. poor  individual is some 69 years, 3 months  away 

To understand  the  problem, it’s necessary to1 from  conception. 
revisit  a  little  computer  history. Back in  the  early  Compounding  the  problem of  Y2K is the  fact  that 
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some  systems  do  not  accurately  compensate  for  leap 
years, of which 2000 is  one.  This  inability  to  change 
the  numbers of day  in  a  year (366 vice 365) could  be 
felt  in  any  number of ways,  from  pay  and  interest 
calculations  to  inventory  control  and  logistic  sys- 
tems. 

The  computer  is  to  modern  society  what  fire  was 
to  prehistoric  times - indispensable. To the Navv. 
the  computer  is  the  centerpiece of 
most  everything  Sailors  do.  A 
deck  seaman  may  not  need  a 
computer  to  paint  the  hull,  but  it 
was  probably  a  computer  that  told 
someone  it  was  time  for  some 
preventative  maintenance  and 
ordered  the  paint.  Computers  are 
now  integrated  into  all  Navy 
aircraft  and  into  shipboard  sys- 
tems  for  fire  and  damage  control. 
Even  air  conditioning  systems  and 
traffic  lights  are  potentially  at  risk 
when Y2K rolls  in. 

As dark  and  foreboding  as  the 
prospects  may  seem,  the  Navy is 
already  at  work  eliminating  the 
problem  w’orldwide.  While 
individual  commands  and  organi- 
zations  work  to  elminate  the Y2K 
bug  from  their  ”mission  critical” 
and  ”mission  support”  systems, 
the Chief of Naval  Operations 
(CNO) N-6 staff is  pursuing  ways 
to  integrate  and  share  Navy 
efforts  more  completely,  from 
targeting  systems  to pay. 

Integration  is  essential  in 
today’s  digital  environment. 
Shipboard  computer  networks 
routinely  send  and  receive  data 
from  other  ships  and  shore-based 
support facilities. One  ship  may 
be Y2K ready, but  it  can  still  catch 
the  ”bug” if it  receives data  from 
another  ship  or  shore  system 

corrupted  and  damaged,  and  possibly affect the 
ship’s  ability  to  fight. With the  profusion of e-mail 
transmitting  data  worldwide,  the  potential  for 
sending  incorrect  information  is  multiplied  many 
fold. 

The  Navy’s Y2K management  plan  consists of a 
five-phase  approach  to  address  the  problem  and 
involves  all  Navv  personnel  from  the  most  senior 

- 1  I Test your home PC 
Not sure if your home comput- 
is ready for Y2K?  Try j 

Step 1: Change you comput- 

‘ 

,,mple test. 

er’s clock to 11:59 p.m. on Dec. 
31,1999.  Let the clock run into 
the “next” year.  Check it and see 
if it displays ”1 Jan. 2000.” 

Step 2: Now, shut  down your 
computer and then power bacE 
up. Check the clock again. It  will 
probably accurately display the 
correct  time, but  what  about the 
date? Is  it still 1 Jan. 2000 ... or 1 
Jan. 1980 or  1900? 

Step 3: Check a Windows 
application. After you rebooted 
your system, create a file with 
notepad and save it. Now open 
File Manager (or Explorer if you 
use Win95) and look at the details 
of the file you just created. Also 
look at the file’s location. Is it at 
the top as the newest document 
created? Or is  it at the bottor 
next  to the oldest? 

Don’t assume your computer 
is ready for Year  2000. If you fin( 
that you might have problems, 
contact the manufacture- - L - - - L  

which  is  not.  Once  ”infected”  data  is  brought  into 

leadership  to  the  deckplates. 
The  initial  phase,  awareness, 

is  aimed  at  making  sure  every- 
one  in  the  Navy - military  and 
civilian - are  aware of the 
nature of the Y2K “bug.” 

Follow-on  phases  include 
assessment  (findingYaulty 
systems  and  software);  renova- 
tion  (installing  upgrades  to 
systems  and  software,  or  find- 
ing  replacements  for  those 
which  cannot  be  upgraded 
economically);  validation 
(testing  and  verifying  the 
upgrades  and  replacements); 
and  implementation  (deploying 
the  upgrades  or  new  systems 
and  making  sure  all  interrelated 
systems  work  together). 

The Navy’s plan  calls  for  all 
”mission  critical”  systems  to 
have  implemented  by Dec. 31, 
1998, one  year  from  the  absolute 
deadline of Dec. 31, 1999. “Mis- 
sion  support”  systems  must  be 
implemented  by Mar.  31,1999. 

According to CDR Jim Gillc- 
rist,  the  CNO N-6 Y2K action 
officer, ”The Y2K problem  is  an 
enterprise-wide  issue  that 
requires  participation  by  the 
entire  chain of command.” 

Yes,  Y2K could  be  a  big  pain. 
It’s a  problem  that  won’t go 
away.  The clock’s ticking. ... A 

- 

the  system,  the  ship’s  network  could  potentially  be Burghardt   i s   the   ass i s tant   ed i tor  of All Hands. 

MARCH 1998 29 





E -r- I '" L I  
1'1 

R 
rt W .  Garnand 

ecently, Sailors  from  the  Atlantic  an perations  and supply. 
Pacific  Surface  Fleets gathered  at N dditionally, Chief of Naval  Operations  (CNO) 
Station  San  Diego to start  working o t  all  Sailors  assigned Type 2 or 4 

improvements  to  the  Enliste in  a  unit's  primary  warfare 

Qualification (ESWS) progra mission and common  core PQS prior  to  advancement 
The San Diego workshop  w 

barnana IS Vaval Surface  Force, U.S. Pacific  Fleet, 
v 

Pearl Harbor. 
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P aying taxes is a time-honored tradition in  America. 
Everyone pays - even  Sailors. 

As always there are changes to the filing  proce- 
dure this  year.  Some of the 1997  changes  won't  take  effect 
until the 1998  tax year that began Jan. 1,1998, but Sailors 
should know  about them now. To lessen the hassles of tax 
forms and filing procedures, Sailors  can  get help from a ~, , \, 

number of sources. 
The  Internal  Revenue  Service (IRS) provides these 

nelpful tips  for active-duty militar ersonnel to remem- 
ber: 
When to fi". 

Remember: Having a n  extension to file  your taxes 
does  not mean you have an extension to pay  any tax 
due. You do not have to send in any tax payment after 
you estimate  your tax due on Form 4868. But, if you pay 
the tax after  the  original due date, you will be charged 

interest  from  the 
original  due  date 

mail  in January. If you've moved, the package may arrive 
after the filing deadline. To get forms and instructions 
mailed to you, contact the IRS at 1-800-829-3676,  or  visit 
their  website a t  www.irs.gov.  Check with your local  legal 
service  for  more information. IRS forms and instructions 

Sailors around  the  world receive  different types of pay 
and allowances. In general, items identified as pay  are 
taxable and included in gross  income.  All income must  be 
reported on your tax returns. Items identified as "allow- 
ances" are not taxable and are not included, in,eross 
income or reported on  your tax  retul ~ : - , ~ v ~ , : ~ ~  , ,  

combat zone and other tax  benefits  for  combat zone 
participants, see Publication 3, Tax Information for Military 
Personnel, which can be downloaded at 
www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod/forms-pubs/index.html. 

j , : ' " ! ! , , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  

, ~, 

For information on the exclusion of pay for service in a 

New tax laws - changes for 1997: 
- Personal exemption: increased to $2,650 

~ temized deductions: increased to $121,20U 

(regardless if both  spouses  work). 
- IRA limits: $2,000 per spouse, $4,000 totdl, 

- Earned Income Credit (EIC):  Every 
family member claimed as a dependent  must 
have a Social  Security Number (SSN)  for 
1997, regardless of when they were  born. If 
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very year it’s the  same  thing.  While I’m waiting I searched for ”taxes”  and  got  a  lengthy list of levy 
for the  Navy  to  deliver my W-2 forms, I have links (Yeah, I know, I have too much  time  on  my 
every  intention of getting  my taxes done  and  in hands). I found  one  that  intrigued  me  entitled ”Ensen- 

the mail by the first of February. Well, so much for ti?l Tinkc - Taxes.” You can  find  that  site  at u _ _  ______:om/ 
good  intentions!  I  don’t  think I’ve ever  gotten it done el ..... ;/tu;.--/ and be  treated to pages  and  pages of useful 
before mid-March  (usually 
it’s in  the mail by the  April 
15th deadline). 

In spite of good  intentions, I 
this  is how it works. I run  to 
the  post office to find  all  the 
forms, schedules  and  instruc- 
tions I need. Then I run to 
the  library  because all the 
forms, schedules  and  instruc- 
tions I need weren’t at  the 
post office. Once I’ve found 
all the  paperwork  (can I 
claim the mileage as  part of 
”tax preparation”  expenses?), 
it’s time for a  quiet  and 
relaxing evening of reading 
the  newest  version of the IRS 
tax instructions, restrictions, 
computations ... and  contra- 
dictions! Oh,  how I look 
forward  to  that ... my eyes 

k” ...” I ........... I 

end up taking  on  that  ”not really here” look and my 
head  begins rocking slowly, but forcibly, against  the 
nearest  wall. 

But this is 1998! We have  a  new ally in  the  fight 
against  time  and  bureaucratic  double-talk! It’s our 
friend,  the  Internet! 

OK, we  have  to file tax returns. There’s no  way 
around it. So let’s make it as  easy  as possible. First 
stop,  the  trusty  and  ever-present  search  engine. 

references. Everything  from 
major tax sites to state tax 
pages to the  actual U.S. tax 
code  is  listed. 

Although all the  links 
listed  at  this  site  are  good, 
some of the best are  worth 
mentioning  below - 

For all-around tax infor- 
mation, tips  and  hints, 
forms, and  links  to  state tax 
sites, you  might  want to 
check out 1040.COM 
( d040 .com) ,  Taxweb 
( I.taxweb.corn) or Ernst & 
Young’s Tax Services 
(www.ey.corn/tax). All three 
offer articles and  frequently 
asked  questions (FAQs) on 
federal  and  state tax laws 
and filing  requirements. 
They  also  have  lists of web 

addresses for state tax boards  where  you can down- 
load forms, instructions, etc. 

If, while  digging  through all this  ”taxing”  terminolo- 
gy, you  want  a little break, try  the ”Tax Toons” page  at 
the Ernst & Young site. If you’ve ever suffered from the 
allusion  that  accountants  don’t  have  a  sense of humor, 
you’ll find you’re wrong.  They do have  a  sense of 
humor ... it’s just a bit different. 

There’s one place I haven’t mentioned up to this 



When  you  visit the Internal Revenue  Service’s  web  site, 
you’ll  be able to download all the forms, publications and 
instructions you’ll need to file your income  tax this year. 
Need forms or publications from previous years? Not to 
worry,  because the IRS has kindly included all the paperwork 
for 1992 to 1996 as well. 

There are a number of format; these files  come  in, but I’ve 
found that the easiest for  most of us to use is the PDF file 
format. This format is generated by  Adobe‘s  Acrobat software 
and is used by many organizations to distribute news, 
information and forms. Navy News Service,  for instance, is 
distributed this way and allows ships to download news 
already laid out  and ready for  copying. 

Yep,  PDF files are very handy and are becoming the 
common way to distribute documents at some sites. But you 
need the Adobe Acrobat  Reader to use them. No, it‘s  not 
another corporate plot to make you buy more software - the 
program is F-R-E-E! What does that mean to you? It means 
you’ll have to download and install the program on your 
computer. 

Before  y,ou start complaining of headaches and assorted 
other reasons to avoid downloading the program, let me tell 
that it’s  easy.  Here’s how: 

Step 1: Head over the to Adobe web site (www.adobe.com). 
There’s even a‘link  to it from the IRS’s forms page. 

Step 2 Find and click on the yellow  ”Get  Acrobat  Reader” 
button. 

Step 3 Follow the link to register. Hey, like most software 
company’s who give away programs, Adobe wants to know 
who’s getting it.  They  don’t ask for credit card numbers, just 
name and some information about yourself and your 
computer: 

Step 4: Choose your desired software program (Acrobat 
Reader 3.01), platform (Windows 95, Mac,  Unix,  etc.), and 
language (English) 

Step 5: Select download. You will probably be asked whether 
you wish to run the program or save it to disk. I recommend 
you save it to a temporary folder and make sure you use your 
antivirus program to scan the file before  proceeding. 

Step 6 Close  all your programs and  run the program. If you 
need specific instructions, there’s an installation guide 
available. 

There  now,  you’re done  and ready to get those 1040s from 
the IRS. Acrobat Readet will allow you to view and print the 
forms. Sorry, but you’ll need to purchase more software 
(Adobe ArvnhntI to change the files  you have downloaded. 

point. We all  know  it - those  three 
letters that conjure up images of 
lightning  over  a  darkened  land- 
scape, of people  in  drab  suits 
carrying briefcases and  calculators 
- the I-R-S! 

I went to the IRS website! No, 
I’m not crazy! What I found  was 
probably  the coolest and  most 

Guide. I have just one  hint  on 
downloading  the  forms  and  publi- 
cations: all are  available  in  a 
number of formats,  but the..PDF 
format is by  far  the  easiest  and 
most  convenient  to  download  and 
print. There’s even  a link to  Adobe 
to download  the  free (yes, I said 
FREE) Acrobat  Reader you’ll need 

informative  site  out  there. Each day, the IRS publishes to  view  and  print  the .PDF files. 
The Digital  Daily (www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod/ This is truly  a  taxing  time of year. But the  Internet 
cover.htm1) filled with tax info, news  and, of course, can  make  it  an  easier  and,  perhaps,  more  profitable 
forms. Through  this  site,  you  can  download  most of time. So, what  are  you  waiting  for? Get  connected to 
the IRS publications like  Publication 3: Armed Forces’ Tux the electronic tax man! a 



Eve on the Fleet 

Lookouts  aboard 
USS Salt Lake City 
(SSN 716) keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  the 
busy  shipping  lanes 
as  they  steam  toward 
their  homeport  in  San 
Diego. 
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Antisubmarine  Squadron  (HSL) 44 as 
damage  after  launching  an  AGM-114 
ground  missile  at  a  training  target  during Joint Task 1 Force  Exercise (JTFX) 98- 1. 

> 
C 
3 I ”  

A AC2  Mark  McDaniel,  from  Cleveland,  keeps  tabs on strike 
fighter  and  support  aircraft  around  the  aircraft  carrier USS Nimitiz 
(CVN 68). 

v AN Mirna  Gonzales  from  Tularosa,  N.M.,  updates  a  flight 
deck  status  board  while  coordinating  placement of aircraft 
during  fueling  operations  on  board USS Nirnitz (CVN 68). 

A A  Landing  Craft  Air  Cushion (LCAC)  backloads 
equipment  and  personnel to the  amphibious  assault  ship 
USS Peleliu (LHA 5)  following  the  amphibious  exercise 
Eager  Mace ‘98 off the  coast  of  Kuwait.  The  amphibious 
readiness  group  is  currently  deployed to the  Arabian  Gulf 
in  support of Operation Southern Watch. 
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A02 Edgar  Corley 
from  Hubert,  N.C., 
performs  a  systems 
check  on an SH-GOB 
Seahawk from  Anti- 
submarine  Helicopter 
Squadron  (HS) 11 
aboard USS George 
Washington (CVN 73). 

A A hose  team  from 
a  repair  locker  forms 

z 
up  during a mass r" 
conflagration drill on 
board  the  aircraft 

6 

carrier USS George 
Washington (CVN 
73). 

0 

W 

x ; 
I 
0 
2 
3 
0 

LC 

Naval  Station  Rota,  Spain's brig facility, 
monitors  the  whereabouts of all  personnel 
within  the  building  and  controls  access  to 
the  secured  spaces. 
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A A  pilot  from  Fighter  Squadron  (VF) 102 gives  his F-148 Tomcat a  pre-flight  inspection. 
USS George Washington (CVN 73) and  its  embarked  Carrier  Air  Wing  (CVW) 1 are 
operating in the  Arabian  Gulf  to  support  U.N.  sanctions  against  Iraq. 
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Around the Fleet 
FHTNC reaches 
milestone 
NORFOLK - The Fleet 
Home Town News  Center 
(FHTNC) reached a 
milestone in 1997 by 
releasing  more  than 1 
million  hometown  news 
stories  about Sailors, 
Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen  stationed 
around  the  world. 

Releases were  sent to 
almost 12,000 newspapers 
and  radio  stations 
throughout  the United 
States and  its  territories. 
The Norfolk-based  center 
produced  releases  on 
personnel  from six carrier 
battle  groups, six amphib- 
ious  ready  groups,  seven 
Mideast Force deploy- 
ment  groups, 45 com- 
mands based  overseas 
and 40 special  operations. 

In addition to  unit 
specific stories, FHTNC 
produced  thousands of 
individual releases  on 
personal  awards,  promo- 
tions and retirements, as 
well  as  acknowledging 
numerous  graduations 
from  recruit  training, 
service  schools and 
civilian colleges. 

The key to  this  achieve- 
ment  was  the  Sailors and 
Marines who elected to be 
part of this  program. For 
information  on  how  your 
command can participate 
in this  voluntary  public 
affairs program, call DSN 
564-2221 /4346 or (757) 
444-2221 /4346. E-mail can 
be sent  to  dleeafhtnc. 
spear.navy.mil.& 
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Houses  in  the  Nimitz  Hill  housing  area  near  Naval  Station  Marianas,  Guam,  sit  crumpled  by 
super  typhoon Paka. The  typhoon  hit  the  island  with  sustained  winds of 175 mph. 

Seabees  assist Typhoon Paka  victims 
PORT HUENEME, Calif. 
- Super-typhoon Paka 
roared  across  the  island of 
Guam, Dec.  16, unleashing 
torrential  rains  and record 
wind  gusts  up to 190 mph. 
The  storm  damaged or 
destroyed  about half the 
homes  on  the  island. 

In  response,  several 
commands  from  Construc- 
tion Battalion Center 
(CBC), Port  Hueneme, 
Calif., teamed up to  load 
two C-5 aircraft  headed for 
the  island with  needed 
equipment  such  as  genera- 
tors  and  flatbed  trailers. 

participating in the human- 
itarian effort were - 31st 
Naval  Construction Regi- 
ment,  construction me- 
chanics and  equipment 
operators  from  Naval 
Mobile Construction 
Battalions 3  and 4, techni- 
cians  from Mobile Utilities 
Support  Equipment De- 
partment  and CBC’s 
Construction  Equipment 
Department. & 

Seabee commands 

A Seabees  stationed 
at Construction 
Battalion  Center, Port 
Hueneme,  Calif.,  load 
equipment  aboard  a  C- 
5 aircraft  headed  for 
Guam  in  support of 
humanitarian  efforts  on 
the  typhoon-devastat- 
ed  island. 

4 In  the  aftermath of 
super  typhoon Paka, 
five-year-old  Stephanie 
Naystatt,  plays  her  part 
in  humanitarian  relief 
efforts by using  her 
wagon  to  transport 
potable water. 
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Odyssey by Alvin  Kernan 
3) Brave Ship, Brave Men 

by Arnold S. Lott 
4) Proudly We Served: The 

Men of USS Mason-by  Mary 
Pat  Kelly 

5) Good Night, Officially 
by William M McBride 

6) Blood on the Sea by 
Robert  Sinclair  Parkin 

7) The Last Patrol by 
Harry  Holmes 

8) The  Ship  That Held The 
Line by Lisle  A. Rose 

MCPON suggests ter- Courage  and  Commitment, 
Sailors  read 
naval  history 

Hagan  said  that  honor,  and  lived  up to their 
courage,  commitment,  obligation.” 
dedication, integrity, Ship  and  station librar- 

WASHINGTON - Master  discipline  loyalty  have  not ies carry  many of the  books 
Chief  Petty  Officer  of  the  changed  in  the U.S. Navy’s  on MCPONs reading list. 
Navy  Master Chief Elec-  222-year  history. “We Here is just a sample  of  the 
tronics  Technician (SW) realize  we  have a proud  hundreds  of  books avail- 
John  Hagan  strongly  heritage  only  because  those able on  naval history: 
recommends  Sailors  read  values  prevailed  in  our 1) We Will Stand By  You - 
about  naval  history.  past,”  said  Hagan. “We Serving in the  Pawnee, 1942- 
History  books give Sailors  have a great deal  to learn 1945 by Theodore  C. 
an  insight  into  the  experi-  from  the  way  Sailors of the  Mason 
ences  of  their  predecessors  past  displayed  today’s 2) Crossing the Line: A 
and  help  develop  charac-  Core  Values  of  Honor, Bluejacket’s World War 11 

John  C.  Stennis (CVN  74) 
Carrier  Battle  Group 
(CVBG),  with  embarked 
Carrier Air Wing 7,  and 
the USS Wasp (LHD 1) 
Amphibious  Ready 
Group  (ARG),  with 

30,000 Sailors,  Marines  train  in JTFEX 98-1 
NORFOLK - The USS ~~~ 

embarked  26th  Marine 
Expeditionary  Unit, 
recently  completed  Joint 
Task Force  Exercise 

The  three-week 
exercise  included 
participation  by  more 
than  30,000  service I 
members  from  all 0 
branches  of  the  Armed 5 

(JTFEX)  98-1. 

n 

Forces  and  provided ;m 
quality,  realistic,  inten- 2 
sive  training  to  fully g 
prepare U.S. forces  for 

joint operations’ JTFEX board  the  amphibious  assault  ship  USS Wasp (LHD 1) during  the  onload  phase of JTFEX 98-1. 
98-1  featured  the  latest 

- 

s 

A Landing  Craft  Air  Cushion  (LCAC)  transports  Marines  from  the  26th  MEU  and its equipment  on 

advances  in  technology  and  demonstrated a wide  (CG  61), USS Sun Jacinto (CG  56), USS Cole (DDG 
range  of  capabilities  that  may  be  needed  in  various  67), USS Laboon (DDG  58), USS Caron (DD  970), 
geographic  areas  where  forces  serve  on  deploy- USS Santa Barbara (AE  28), USS Providence (SSN 
ment.  719)  and USS Minneapolis-St.  Paul (SSN  708). 

Ships  and  submarines  of John  C.  Stennis’s CVBG  Ships  of  the Wasp ARG  included USS Trenton 
participating  in  JTFEX  98-1  included USS Monterey (LPD  14)  and USS Portland (LSD  37). 
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Around the Fleet 
Singapore to 
open to  larger 
Navy ships in 
the future 
SINGAPORE - The 
United States and Sin- 
gapore announced a new 
agreement for U.S. aircraft 
carriers, submarines  and 
other warships to use a 
planned $35 million naval 
base in Singapore for port 
visits and maintenance 
beginning in the year 2000. 

The announcement at a 
joint press conference drew 
praise from visiting U.S. 
Defense  Secretary  William 
Cohen, who called  it 
further evidence of the 
desire by both countries for 
the American military to 
help maintain security in 
the Asia-Pacific  region. 

Cruisers and smaller 
U.S. Navy  ships already 
use limited facilities in 
Singapore for port calls, 
but giant aircraft carriers 
are forced to anchor 
offshore and cannot dock 
at this strategically  located 
city-state between the 
South China Sea and  the 
Strait of Malacca. 

"I think it sends a very 
strong signal once again 
for the long-term security 
relationship in this region," 
said Cohen. 3. 

Exercise Reliant 
Mermaid ends 
EASTERN  MEDITERRA- 
NEAN - USS John  Rodgers 
(DD 983) with Command- 
er, Destroyer Squadron 
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As part of shipboard  team  training,  Sailors  assigned  to  the  aircraft  carrier USS Independence 
(CV 62) conduct  realistic  firefighting  techniques  on  a  mock  jet. 

Sailors learn teamwork is key to survival 
PENSACOLA - Choking  smoke, 
burning jet fuel, hot  ordnance, flames 
leaping  into  the  air licking the  sky ... 
it's all in a day's  training  at Aviation 
Boatswain's Mate Aircraft Handler 
School located at  the  Naval Air Techni- 
cal Training Center (NATTC),  NAS 
Pensacola, Fla. 

Three  courses are  taught  at  the 
center: Basic  "A" school, Advanced 
"C" school for E-5s and above, and 
Aircraft Firefighting  Shipboard Team 
Trainer course. 

Each successive  course  builds upon 
previously  learned  techniques and 
concepts to  bring Sailors to a more 
complete understanding of what  it 
takes to battle  one of the  worst  night- 
mares for any Sailor - fire aboard  ship 
- and  win. 

The shipboard  team  trainer is where 
this  firefighting  training is put  to  the 

ultimate  test  as  personnel  from  all 
types of ships  come  together  to  learn 
how  to  combat  all  type of fire in a real- 
life training  environment. 

"The course is designed  to  take  crash 
and salvage  crews  from  ships and teach 
them  concepts  in firefighting," said 
Chief Warrant Officer  Rick Dawdy. 

Sailors going through  the  course can 
come  from just about  any rate that 
works on the  deck of an aircraft carrier. 
Crews  practice on a mock-up  aircraft 
that  has jet fuel pumped  to it to feed 
the  practice fires. 

Personnel also learn  handling  and 
salvage  techniques  for  moving and 
lifting aircraft that  may  land  with a 
collapsed  landing gear. 

"C" school students every year. An 
additional 200 or so go through  the 
shipboard  team  training  course. A 

The school trains  about 500  "A" and 

(COMDESRON) 14 em- 
barked, recently participat- 
ed  in Exercise Reliant 
Mermaid near Haifa,  Israel. 
Elements of the Turkish 
and Israeli navies also 
participated in the  humani- 
tarian search and rescue 
(SAR)  exercise  in the 

international waters of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The scenario of the 
exercise simulated three 
sinking civilian  sailboats. 
Helicopter Antisubmarine 
Squadron Light 46, Det. 6 
aircraft  from John  Rodgers 
located the sinking vessels 

and directed Navy ships to 
the area. 

"Our SAR training 
certainly paid off," said 
Operations Specialist  2nd 
Class Juan R. Caro, a 
rescue swimmer aboard 
John Rodgers. There's no 
question if the  ship does 
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B-  
receive a distress call, 
we’re ready to respond. 
John Rodgers really operat- 
ed as  a team.” 

Reliant  Mermaid was the 
first exercise of this type by 
the three nations. 

uss Cornstock 
crew visits India 
PORT  BLAIR, INDIA 

(LSD  45) visited Port 
(NWS) - USS Comstock 

Blair, India  in  January  to 
enhance  relations  between 
the  United States and  the 
Indian military. Comstock 
became the first U.S. 
Navy  ship to visit Port 
Blair, located in  the 
Eastern Bay  of Bengal. 

Comstock crew  mem- 
bers  gave  tours to more 
than 1,000 Indian  natives. 
For some  Indians,  this 
was  the first  time they 
had  ever  seen  Americans. 

I’ 

”Being a  tour  guide 
was  a  great experience,” 
said  Personnelman  2nd 
Class Mae L. Purganan, 
from Bellview,  Wash. 
”Everyone was  enthusias- 
tic and  attentive because 
they  had  never  seen  a U.S. 
naval  warship before.” 

”The visit to Port Blair 
was  thrill for the  ship,” 
said Comstock’s command- 
ing officer,  CDR Gregg s. 

Jackson.  ”Not  only  was  it 
a  unique  cultural  experi- 
ence, but it was  an  oppor- 
tunity to show off the 
United  States  Navy- 
Marine  Corps  team  and 
increase  understanding 
between  the  Indian  and 
United States militaries. It 
was  a  visit  that  none of us 
will soon forget.” 

Halifax  harbors  healthy  haven 
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA - Famous liberty port; 
assembly point of merchant  convoys in World  War 11; 
and  home of Commander  Undersea Surveillance (CUS) 
Det.,  Halifax. 

This little-known duty station is a once in  a lifetime 
opportunity to  enjoy one of the most beautiful and 
”best-kept secret” duty stations the Navy has to offer. 
”The  Halifax area is a great place  to live and raise a 
family,” said Sonar Technician (Geographic) 1st Class 
William V. Carone of CUS Det.  Halifax.  ”My children 
enjoy the schools and activities after school at  the 
community centers. My wife has made  many friends 
while living here. Working in Maritime Atlantic Com- 
mand, Intelligence Division, has allowed me to expand 
my skills, not only as an acoustician, but  as  a Sailor, too” 
Carone  added. 

CUS Det. Halifax is part of  ”Trinity,” the Canadian 
Forces Integrated Undersea Surveillance System (IUSS) 
Center, established in 1995  to take on  the responsibilities 
once assigned to Naval Facility Argentia, Newfound- 
land, and Canadian Forces Station Shelbourne, Nova 

Scotia.  Since the base  closings 
in Argentia and Shelbourne, a 
small Navy  detachment of 
approximately 30 enlisted 
personnel and officers has Live musicians are a 
ulaved an integral role in common  site  on  the 

I = =” 
I ,  ” 
supporting joint Canadian/ Halifax  waterfront  during 
U.S. undersea surveillance. the 

According to CUS  Det. Officer In Charge LCDR 
Selena Hernandez-Haines, ”Traditionally,  most overseas 
IUSS commands  were in places  like  Keflavik,  Iceland, 
and  on  Midway Island. To be situated downtown in a 
city that is the cultural center of the region is a  wonder- 
ful change.’’ 

Though  a small part of the crew at Trinity, the U.S. 
Navy  detachment will continue to provide dedicated 
IUSS support to both Canadian  and U.S. fleets. And 
they will definitely continue to  enjoy the beautiful and 
vibrant city of Halifax, Nova Scotia. A 
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Charthouse 
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BUPERS emphasizes 
need for  fam-ily care  plans 

All  Navy  personnel  on  active  duty  or  in  the  Ready  Reserve 
who  have  a  military  spouse  or  who  are  single  parents  are 
required  to  have  a  current  family  care  certificate  on  file  with 
their  command. 

Recently, BUPERS reiterated  this  policy  in NAVADMIN 296/ 
97, emphasizing  the  need  for  service  members  to  have  a  de- 
tailed  plan  to  ensure  they  can  fulfill  military  duties,  including 
deployment,  normal  and  extended  work  hours,  temporary 
additional  duty  assignment (TAD), weekend  duty,  etc.  The 
Navy  Family  Care  Plan  can  be  found  in OPNAVINST 1740.4A. 

Service  members  must  submit  a  new  or  updated  family  care 
plan  when  reporting  to  a  new  duty  station  or  when  they  have  a 
change  in  caregiver  circumstances  or  in  personal  or  family 
circumstances  (birth  or  adoption of a  child,  assuming  sole  care 
for  an  elderly  or  disabled  family  member,  etc.).  Commands 
must  verify  the  plans  when  they  are  received  prior  to  reenlist- 
ment  or  extension of obligated  service,  and  prior  to  the  service 
member  moving  under  permanent  change of station  (PCS) 
orders. 

BUPERS point of contact  is LCDR Jim  Hogan  at DSN  224- 
6862 or (703) 614-6862.  (BUPERS) 

Qualified  Sailors  needed for Linguist  rating 
Sailors  who  are  proficient  in  a  foreign  near  native),  read,  and/or  write  Spanish, 

language  have  the  opportunity  to  be-  French,  Arabic,  Persian-Farsi,  Chinese 
come  Navy  linguists.  (Mandarin),  Korean,  Vietnamese,  Cambo- 

The  Cryptologic  Technician  (Interpre-  dian,  Serbian,  Croatian  and  Russian. 
tive)  (CTI),  rating,  offers  excellent  Sailors  who  are  accepted  for  conver- 
advancement  opportunity: E-4 at 100 sion  to CTI will  receive up  to 63 weeks of 
percent, E-5 at 32 percent  and E-6 at 34 foreign  language  training  at  the  Defense 
percent  on  the  last  exam cycle; the  rating  Language  Institute  in  Monterey, Calif., 
is  in  Career  Reenlistment  Objectives (CREO) 7 I” with  follow-  on  technical  training  at 
Group 1. Other  benefits  include  Selective  Reen-  Goodfellow AFB, Texas. 
listment  Bonus (SRB) Zone  A  levels up  to 5.5  (de- NAVADMIN 293/97  contains  specific  information 
pending  on  language),  and  special  language  profi-  on  entry  and  test  score  requirements.  Interested 
ciency pay, as  discussed  in NAVADMIN 293/97.  Sailors  can  contact CDR Perlberg  at DSN  225-3380 or 

BUPERS is  specifically  looking  for  Sailors, E-2 (703) 695-3380, or CTICS Harris  at DSN 225-6363 or 
through E-5, who  can  speak  proficiently  (native  or (703) 695-6363.  (BUPERS) 
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SECNAV,  OPNAV instructions  and  notices 
now available on CD-ROM, Internet 

Unclassified SECNAV and A 

OPNAV instructions  and  notices 
are  now  available  for 
Sailors  on CD-ROM in  a 
collection of five  disks. 
They're  also  available  on 
the  Internet  at 
<www.dodssp.daps.mil/ 
usndirs.htm>  in  Porta- 
ble  Document  Format 
(pdf)  with  an  easy-to- 
install  Acrobat  Reader 
package  included. 

The  entire  system,  both a- 
CD-ROM and  Internet,  is 
called  the  Navy  Electronic 
Directives  System  (NEDS). 
NEDS will  increase  availability 
and  improve  delivery of the 
directives.  Since  the  web  site  is 
updated  weekly  and  the CD is 
updated  quarterly,  the  task of 
maintaining  binders,  entering 

changes 
and  keeping  directive  libraries 
up-to-date  will  be  eliminated, 
saving  valuable  time  and  space. 

"I can  research  things  in  a 

timely  manner  and  at  the  same 
time  know  they  [the  directives] 
are  all  there,"  said Yeoman 1st 
Class (SW) Richard  Kowalczyk, 
assigned  to  the  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps  Center  in  Wilmington,  Del. 

All  Navy  activities  listed  on  the 
Standard  Navy  Distribution  List 
will  receive  a  set of the CD-ROMs 
quarterly. If more  than  one  set  is 
needed,  an  order  may  be  placed 
for  a  minimal  cost  with  the 
Defense  Automated  Printing 
Service Office 
in  Philadel- 
phia.  Ordering 
information 
and  forms  are 
available  on 
the  web  and r 
on  the  CDs. I 
(Navy Wire 
Service) A I 

Navy-Marine  Corps Relief Society  assumes 
Red Cross  financial  help  to  Sailors 

MARCH 1998 

When  Sailors,  Marines  and 
their  eligible  family  members go 
to  the  American Red Cross  for 
financial  assistance,  the  funds 
will  now  come  from  the  Navy- 
Marine  Corps Relief Society 
(NMCRS). 

Effective  Jan. 1, the Red Cross 
discontinued  direct  funding of 
financial  assistance  to  service 
members  and  their  families. 
However, Red Cross  emergency 
communications  services  and 

disaster relief support  remain 
unaffected  by  the  change. 

The  nearest  NMCRS  office 
should  continue  to  be  the  first 
stop  for  Sailors,  Marines  and 
their  eligible  family  members  in 
need of financial  help. If a  need 
arises  and  a  shipboard  or  shore 
NMCRS  office  worldwide  cannot 
be  contacted,  the  nearest  Red 
Cross  office  should  be  reached. 
(Navy/Marine  Corps Relief 
Society) A 
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Shipmates 
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Aviation Warfare Systems  Operator  1st  Class 
(Aviation Warfare) Steven Winter stationed at 
Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron Light 41, was 
named the squadron’s Aircrew Instructor of the Year 
for  1997. The Circleville, Ohio, native was selected for 
this honor by his fellow instructors after demonstrat- 
ing imaginative teaching techniques, dynamic 
leadership  and  outstanding professionalism. 

Scott Miserendino, an employee of the Military 
Sealift Command, was selected to receive a Coperni- 
cus Award by the Armed Forces Communication and 
Electronics Association and the U.S. Naval Institute. 
Miserendino headed  a project allowing MSC ships to 
receive messages on desktop  computers instead of 
through satellite connections. The cost saving is 
approximately $3 million a year. 

Hospital  Corpsman  1st Class Constance  Zen0  was 
named Selected  Reserve  Sailor of the Quarter, for 
Naval Reserve Medical/DentalO276, Point Mugu, 
Calif. The Ridgecrest,  Calif., resident was chosen for 
her hands-on leadership to accuracy as the unit’s 
acting leading chief petty officer. Additionally, under 
her direction and guidance, the  unit received invalu- 
able training  during their recent annual training. 

Yeoman 1st  Class (SW/AW) Daniel D. Burke was 
recently selected as the FY97 Recruiter Support 
Person of the Year for Navy Recruiting Command. 
Burke, a native of Blue Springs, Mo., is assigned to 
Navy Recruiting District, Kansas City. Aside from his 
everyday administrative work and career counselor 
responsibilities, Burke also provided  dozens of 
referrals for recruiters throughout the district. 

Aviation Ordnanceman  1st  Class (Aviation Warfare) 
Wiley Lee Portis  was selected Naval Air Station 
Pensacola’s  1997  Sailor of the Year. Portis was recog- 
nized as the command crime prevention coordinator. 
He also performed the duties of career counselor, 
small arms  instructor/range  and safety officer, 
disaster preparedness officer and physical readiness 
coordinator. 

Your shipmate’s face could be here! Does your 
command have a Sailor, civilian employee or family 
member whose accomplishments deserve recogni- 
tion? Send a  short  write-up  and full-face  color print 
or slide to: All Hands magazine, Naval Media Center, 
Publishing Division, NAVSTA Anacostia, Bldg.  168, 
2701 S. Capitol St., S.W., Washington, D.C.  20373- 
5819. 
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Any  Day in the Navy 1998 
Any  day of the  week  May 4-10 is  a  typical  day  in  the  Navy.  That's why it's so important  to us. 

W anted  are  quality  photographs  that  capture photos;  details  on  what's  happening  and  where  the 
Sailors,  Marines,  Navy  civilians,  Naval  Reserv- photos  were  taken.  Captions  must  be  attached  individual- 
ists  and  family  members  performing  daily  tasks, ly  to  each  photo  or  each  slide. 

interacting  with  each  other  and/or  otherwise  contributing  Photos  must  be  processed  and  received  (not  post- 
to mission  accomplishment.  The  shoot  has  been  extend-  marked)  by All Hands by  May  30,  1998.  Photos  will  not  be 
ed  to  encompass  an  entire 
week to allow  commands 
more flexibility. Selected 
photos  will  be  published  in 
the  October  1998  issue  of 
All Hands. 

Photographs  taken 
should  reflect  the  diversity  of 
both  people  and  capabilities 
in  the US.  Navy  and  must 
be  shot  during  the  week  of 
Monday,  May 4 through 
Sunday, May  10,1998. 
Photos  depicting  safety  or 
uniform  violations  will  not  be 
considered.  The  best  shots 
tend  to  be  candid  and 
unrehearsed,  displaying  the 
imagination  and  creativity of 
the  photographer. 

Submissions  must 
include  full  credit  and 
cutline  information,  includ- 
ing:  full  name,  rank,  duty 
station  and  phone  number 
of  the  photographer;  the 
names  and  hometowns  of 
identifiable  people  in  the 

returned.  Submit  pro- 
cessed  and  mounted 
color  slides,  or  quality 
color  prints,  either 5x7 or 
8x1 0. Digital  images  will 
also  be  accepted.  Just 
mail  a zip disk  containing 
the  high  resolution  JPEG 
images  with  cutlines  and 
photo  credits  embedded. 
Zip  disks  will  not  be 
returned. You may  also 
download  high  resolution 
JPEG  images  directly  to 
the  News  Photo  Division 
of CHINFO by dialing 
(703)  521-1370  or  (703) 
521-1713.  Mark  all 
images  as  "Any  Day 
Submissions." 

Naval  Media  Center, 
Publishing  Division, 
ATTN: All Hands, Photo 
Editor, NAVSTAAnacos- 
tia,  Bldg.  168,  2701 S. 
Capitol  St., S.W., Wash- 
ington,  D.C.  20373-5819. 

Mail  submissions to: 

..................... 

Photocopy  this  form  and  attach  a  completed  copy  to  each  photo  you  submit. 

Photographer: 
Full  name: 
Rank: 
Duty  station  (including  mailing  address  and  phone  number): 

Photograph: 
Where  photograph  was shot: 
Caption  (what  the  photo  depicts): 

People  in  the  photo  (include  first  and  last  names,  rankshatings,  warfare  designators  and  hometowns): 

L 



NAME: HM1 Dawn G. Walker 

ASSIGNED TO: Naval  Submarine 
Training Center, Pacific 

HOMETOWN: Cleveland 

HOBBIES; Hiking, listening to 
music 

BEST PART OF THE  JOB: “Enjoy- 
ing the work that I do and provid- 
ing  an invaluable service to the 
submarine  community.” 

KEYS TO SUCCESS: “Maintaining 
a positive attitude, setting high 
standards.” 


