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OFFIGER PERSONNEL
CHANGES IN NAVﬁL ACADEMY CURRIULUM.

‘Rather extengive: changes in the curriculum of the Naval Aca-
demy are graduelly being put into force and will become entirely

- effective with the academic.year 1933-34.

‘Boards of Visitors to the Naval Academy for several years
have pronounced the curriculum as being too narrowly technical and
not including enough culturel subjects, such as Eisdory, Literature,
Economics, Government, etc, It has been noted, too, that the engin-
eering colleges of highest reputations were shoving a marked ten-
dency to broaden their curricula and spend more of the time on non-
technical and cultural subjects. The reason behind such movement
seemed to be a realization that high executive positions were tend-
ing to be filled by other than engineerc; axd that the reason lay
in the fact that such individuals showcd better and broader leader-
ship qualities than did the more narrouly educated techniclans.
This study also developed the fact that the Naval Academy in its
effort to keep step with technical developments had overloaded its
course with factual and applied engineering to some consequent sac-
rifice of the very fundamentals in engineering.

Rather than attempting a revision made by an outside commission,
the Academic Board itself decided to undertake the full study and
investigation and attempt to meet the problem. The study became
far more extensive-than was foreseen, led into a great number of
collateral lines, and became a work of considerable magnitude. The
Academy's recommendations are briefly as follows: '

As measured by classroom work only, the broad llnes of the old

and the new curricula are approximately shown bv the. following:

Subjects _: : 0ld Currlcu%um Neﬁ Curriculum
' Gultural S 21,65 . 51.6%
‘Mathematics and uci@nces, pure and ~ I S
applied % 33.6% . 3l.2%
Professional _ l - 44.8% * B

Sincé, as under the old curriculum, the drill periods and the summer

‘terus ashore and afloat are almost wholly devoted to professional
subjects, the percentege of time and effort put on the latter rises
“to something over sixty percent of the total. ~But nevertheless the

strictly cultural education, which is handled only in clessroom,
will be increased by one-helf its former time.

- The follow1ng tables show respectlvely the a531gnment of class-

 room periods as at present and under the new curriculum. The figures

correspond to’ what are generally known as "semester hours"; being

the classroom periods per week per term for the varlous subjects,

Vet



,..,

Present ASﬁignment of Time, Academlc Year 1951~1952.

L : Fburth B Third . Second : Flrst : .
:DEPARTHMENTS : _ Class : €lass : Class : Clasg : s
§ R : lst: 2nd: 1st: 2nd: 1lst: 2nd: lst: ond: SUMMARY :
; :Term: Term: Term: Term"Term Term:Term:Term: - &
:Seamanghip : : : t 3 3: 33 33 95
.:0rd, & Gun. : 3 R Y L B r B SE% A g
ANavdgation o ¢ o B TaP B R o B 10T g
~ :Engineering : 2 : 2 : BFy7BNW 4 : B B 3 23 o
:Mathematics : 5: 6: 5: '5:5 : : : £ BB Tuy
sChem., Phys. : 3 : R AR : 5 : s
: and Elec, : 2: 2: 3% 3%:3 ;: 3: 2: 3: @23 :
tEng. & Hist, ¢ 3 : 3: 3: 3 : . & : 2: 14 -
:Languages t. ww ¢ By Balras L og 8 14 :
:Economics & & @ : : L g @ £ :
i GoTEe 1 R : : T SR : 2 0 :
:Hygiene T 1 2 =T 3 A R | :
:__Total 2 16 : 16 : 16%: 16%: 16%: 16 : 16 : 16 : 129% ¢

Tentative Assigmment of Time - New Curriculum.

-~ : TFourth': Third : Second : First :
‘DEPARTMENTS :  Class : Class : Class ': Class :
: 1st: 2nd: 1st: 2nd: 1lst: 2nd: 1st: 2nd: SUMMARY
L :Term: Term: Term: Term: Term: Term Term: Term:
Seamanship : . s : ¢ : 0t 3 2 5
Ord. & Gun. : : g : : : 53 8% 33 9
Navigation  : 3 T : 4 4 2 3 8

" Engineering " : 2: 23 5: 4: 3: 2k 3: 2: 21}
Mathemetics : 6: §: 5: 5 : : g : : 22

~ Chem., Phys. : - < 3 : : s & &

- and Elec. : 2: R2¢ 33 33: 3k 3: 2: 2: 211
Eng., & Histe : 3: 3: 3: 2: : 2: 3: 3: 19
Languages : 8: B3: 2: 2: 2: 2: . s 14
Economics & : s : : Y - £ 2 &

Gavt. : 3 s 8t 3 @y $ 2: 31 9
Hygiene % g i : g : : i i 1
Total, '+ 16 : 16 : 16%: 163: 163: 163: 16 : 16 : 130 '

. It is flrst to be noted that Departments of Seamanship and Nav—
igatlon are ta be merged and that the classroom time for the combined
subjects will be reduced by one-third. In practice, however, there
will be no reduction in the ground covered becausé of closer articu-
. lation of work on those subjects in summer term and in drill periods.
;Inbernatlonal Law is dropped from the curri¢ulum to be henceforth '
wcon51dcred a. postgraduate subject. . The Military Law and’ Naval Regu-~
1ations, the Maoring Board work, and the coursa in Leadershlp are
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transferred to other departments. No change whatever is being made
in classroom work in the Department of Ordnance end Gunnery.

"A considerable reduction-is made in the semester hours of the
-~ course in Mathematics, and:said course will be completed in two
years. There will be slight reductions in "Engineering Mathematics",

" Algebra, Calculus and Mechanics. A considerable portion of the

semester hours saved will, however, result from elimination of re-
view in Sphericel Trigonometry which has to be in effect incident

" to the sequences in the old curriculum and in the fact that the few
midshipmen who come to the Academy without having studied Solid
Geometry will be called upon to meke it up during Fourth Class summer.

The two Engineering Departments, each of which formerly had

‘courses toteling twenty-three semester hours, are decreased by one

and one-half hourg. The Department of Engineering and Aeronautics .

is adding to its courses in Engineering Materizls and Processes and

in Thermodynamics; two subjects in:which fundamentals in engineering
had not been treated with sufficient thoroughness. There is also be-
ing added more on Stability of Ships and Damage Control, which will
replace some of the former course of Naval Architecture and Warship

' Construction. The courses in Engines, Turbines, Auxiliary Hachinery,

- Boilers and Internsl Combustion Engines will he considerably curtailed.

In Department of Electrical Engineering and Physics there will
be some reduction in Direct Current Electricity and in Radio; prac-
tically no changes in Physics or Chemistry.

As applied to both the Engineering Departments; - laboratory
work, given on a scale and with facilities never heretofore available,
will be such that the various subjects will have far more in the way
of demonstration and "practlcal work" than has previously been the
case. The laboratony work will be done mostly during drill periods.
The courses in both Engineering departmont% are expected to be more
ePfectlvo uh@n before.

rI‘he tlme assigned to Modern Languages and to Hygiene is unchanged.
' The sequence and. continuity in the language courses will be better
. and. the courue“ °omewbut more effeCulve. -

The time a»smgned to Snvllsh and Hlbtory is belng increased from
14 to 19 hours. The extension will be = Hlptory % hours, Comparative
'therutu“e ? hours. . . e

Eindlly, an entxrely new Departmen? will be set up.—- Economics
and Government, with 9 hours available. This Department will take over
the Military Law, etc., but its main object will bhe Government, under-
1lying prlnc1plrs, and fundamental economics.

'”ho Academy's daaly routine has been extensively revised to pro-
.. mote economy of time and to more .closely connect the work of drill
5 perlods with that of the classroom.
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ORDERS - ISSUED ‘IN_ADVANCE OF DETACHMENT.

- The Bureau has had oceasion recently to investigate and pass -
judgment on a claim against an officer of the Navy, ‘wherein he main-
tained and represented that receipt of orders justified ‘the breaking
of his lease, despite the fact that the orders did not become effect-
ive until four months after their receipt. ' " '

The Dureau, after years of study and plemning, has been able
to prepare duty slates and to issue.orders well in advance. The
purpese of this forehandedness has been the personal convenience of
officers, permitting them to lay plans for the orders involved and
all in the interest of officer morale. To presume upon this facil-
ity thus afforded by the Burezu and to employ such orders for the
purpose of breaking a lease reading M"upon receipt of orders detach-
ing hin from the vicinity", savers of an abuse of privilege, and
abuses carried to excess lead invarisbly to the withdrawal of priv-
ileges, the many suffering because of the selfichness or inconsid- k
erateness of the few. : - :

The plea in this case, that receipt of orders constituted
detachment, wes far-fetched and untenable, since, as is well known,
detachment becomes effective only upon endorseuent to that effect
by the immediate superior. Any other representation; if resorted
to, constitutes a misrepresentation.

MEDAL_AND COMMENDATIONS.

At the anmual bangust of the National Aeronautic Association
held at the Meyflower Hotel on Thursday, 18 August 1932, Lieut.
Comdr. P.V.H. Weems, U.S.N., was presented with the gold medal

avarded annually by the Aero Club of France for the best book on
aeronautics. -

The med=l was unenimously awarded for. the book "Air Navigs-
tion" in competition with nine other books submitted, six of which
were in German and three in Fnglish. The methods deseribed in
ir Navigation" (McGraw-Hili) heve been used successfully by
Harold Gatty, Colonel Lindbergh, and others. ik

Lieut. Comdr. A. S. Marley, Jr., U.S.N., and Lieutenant
M. R. Greer, U.0.N.; received letters of commendation from the
Secretary of the Navy for the excellent performences of the Naval
Reserve Aviation Beses at Great Lakes, I1l., and Squantum, Mass.,
which were under their respective commands for the:fiscal year
ending 30 June 1932, ' - s o

‘ _
NiZH _SCHOOLS GRAN?ING_CONCESSIONSs&
The Buresu recently published to the Service.(file P11-1/NC1
(211) of 16 August 1932), a list of additionel scheols and colleges
to be added to Bureau of Navigation's pamphlet entitled "Schools
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and Colleges granting concessions: to sons and daughters of offi—
cer and enlisted personnel U S. Navy, - 1928F el

ENL ISTED PERSONNEL R
COMPLETION OF TRAINING COURSES T0_BE RECORDED.

_ The Bureau freouentl; receives requests for information
concerning the completion of training courses in previous enlist-
ments, tending to show that the information required by Article
E-5503 of the Bureau lManual is not placed in service records,
or if put in the records, is not copied into the C.S.C.'s. A
great deal of correspondence on this subject and in some cases
injustice to the men concerned will be eliminated if more care
is exercised in this reSpect. '

NAVAL PQRQONNEL GUTLTY OF RECEKLESS DRIVING.

!u;f.The fol oﬂlng extract frqm a communlcatlon recently received
from the: Commander Destroyers, Battle Force, U. S. Fleet, is quoted:

"The high accident and death rate of enlisted peré'
sonnel in Destroyers, Battle .Force, is a matter of deep
concaern 'ta the Force. Comraneer who is seeling effect-

.ive mezns of reduciny thig drein upon naval - :gfficiency
and finances. - The" ma;orliy of a001dents have been found;
. upon investigetion, “to be due to careclessness and reck-
lessness on the part of navel personnel. The instant
case fall under the lebter ca evo:y.:if:.nifxfzmﬂljﬁf~-'
“It ig reeomnunded that the Bureau of ngLgatlon N
dlrect the discherge of ——i------- as undesireble by rea- =
son.of canviction and c'erﬂze"iqe by the Clvll Authorlties."

The Bureau ie concerned over the number of motor veh;cle ac-
cidents occurring in which enlisued men of the Navy are involved.
In the instant case the enlisted man was convicted of drunken
driving by the civil courts; and his discherge as undesirable,
because of conviction by the civil*euthoritles, has been author-
ized by the Bureau. - i x

NEW TRAINIWG COURSEB. %

The fellOW1ng hew NEvy ﬁrexning courses 1nclud1ng Progress o o
Teets and Examlnatlon questlonu are announned ready for issue. _'_ .

'Instructlons for U e in Preparation fqrgthetRating of
Chief Yeoman. o T T e T S Ry

Instructions for Use in Prenearation for the Rating of
Quartermaster 3c.
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gL, SWINDLING.

The Bureau has information that enlisted men are being swindled
by bogus agents of tailoring establishments.

It is suggested that Commanding Officers bring this fact to
the attention of the men under their command and advise them not to
transact business with any firm through an agent until assurred that
such agent is an authorized and reliable representative.

COMMEMDATIONS.

The following men received letters of commendation from the
Secretary of the Navy for ressons indicated:

Hormen S. Pulver, 233-79-45, Gunnerts Mate second class, U.S.N.,
William W, Adams,ségogéT g4, Gumner's ilote third class, U.S.N., and
Arthur D, Perkins ad first class, U.S.N., all serving on board
U.S.S. Colorado, for the prompt action, coolness, courage, and good
judgment displayed when anti-zircraft gun HNo. 8 exploded on 5 Novem-
ber 1931. ' ‘

Dwight E. Maxim, 368-13-08, Seamen first clase, U.S.N., Re-
ceiving Ship, San Francisco, and Stanley T. Piekos, 210-81-17,
Torpedoman first class, U.S.N., Naval Training Station, Hampton
Roads, for their prompt and courageous action in rescuing from
drowning their commanding officer while serving on board the U.S.S.
S5~-45,

Jancer Franklin, 261-49-46, Machinist's llate second class,
U,S.N., Clifford D, Fessenden, P38—26w94, Radioman second class,
U.S.N., Robert N. Huey, 336-46-33, Fireman first class, U.S.N.,
and James B, Greeley, 282-95-55, Fireman third class, U.S.N., all
serving on board the U.S.S. Oghu and acting as an armed guard
aboard the S.S.I'Ling when that vessel sank in the Yangtze River,
25 May 1952, rendered efficient service in helping crew and pas-
sengers at the time of the disaster.

- HYDROGRAPHIC
CHART OF CUBAN WATERS. _

The Hydrogrephic Office has issued a new General Chart of Cuba
officially designated as New Publication, 1932, 45th Edition, H.O.
No. 2145 - "The Island of Cuba!". This chart marks the completion
of the survey by the Havy of the entire coast of Cuba which was be-
gun in 1899. In addition to this general chart, the Hydrographic
Office now issues 21 coastal chorts and 56 harbor and plen charts
of Cuba, all made from its own surveys.




NAVAL OBSERVATORY
COMPABI&G WATCHES ATD LOW'PQEER ngggégﬁgﬁ;; )

e perdy il o8V gy Beabelt andLRINT B NERITNA Ay e

The Naval Quservatory has:issued & ¥umber ‘of ‘comparing watches
regulated to mean or-siddresl time ‘and fitted with the Observatory
second-setting: device.! The invoice price is $19.45. In replacing
comparing watches after survey, .it is suiggested thati vessels con-
sider the desirability of requisitioning this second-setting comparing
watch which can be'used with orwithout the second-setting device.
Vessels which have:regeived the watch in-question are requested to
submit a report covering its use and the desirability of continuing
the deames. op ¢ of A8 28 0 L2 el 8 Be a0 Mo o0 B

Six hundred low power spyglasses have been issued to the fleet.
Reports contain two main criticisms: weakness of focussing system
and small field., The small ficld obtained in service is caused by
not holding the eye cup of the spyglass close to the eye as designed.
The actual field of the new spyglass hovever is by shop measurements
larger then that of the old type spyglasses. The Gun Factory is
now manufacturing @ second order of low power spyglacses modified to
meet the criticisms of the forces afloat. The eye cups have been
replaced with flat brass eye guards so that the spyglass can be held
an appreciable distance from the eye without decreasing the field.
Furthermore the focussing mechanism hes been considerably strengthen-
ed as deccribed in Bureau of Navigetion circuler letter No. 27-32
of 7 June 1932, In order that spyglasses now in service mey be im-
prcved, new focussing keys for strengthening the focussing mechanism
and the new eye guards are beinz shipped by the Naval Observatory
to the MEDUSA, VESTAL, BLACK HAWK, MELVILLE, ALTAIR, DOBBIN, and
VHITNEY. Submarine tenders, mine craft tenders and miscellaneous
vessels will requisition on the Naval Observatory for the exact
number of eye guards and focussing keys required.

MISCELLANEOQUS
ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDALS.

On 20 August 1932, the Secretary of the Navy approved the
following recommendations of the Board of Awards:

That the date for the issuance of the Victory Medal be
extended to include all officers and men of the U, S. Navy
and U. S. Marine Corps who entered the service subsequent
to 11 November 1918, and were atteched to the American Ex-
peditionary Forces in Siberia or Buropean Russia between
12 November 1918 and 3 March 1921; also that appropriate
clasps be issued with the Victory Medel to the officers
and men of the U. S. Navy =nd U. S. Marine Corps who entered
the service subsequent to 11 llcvember 1918, and who were
attached to the American Expeditionzry Forces in Siberiz or
Europeen Russia between 12 November 1918 and 3 Merch 1921.
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That any officer or.enlisted man of..the U. S. Navy or
U. S. Marine Corps who was attached to 4nd serving on board
~the U.8/S{. HENDERSON -during the period 7 March 1927 to 26
" MaréH"1987, both dates  inclusive, is entitled to the award
Qf he' Second.Nicaraguan Campaign Medal.

. i‘
Sl g S

" That any officerior ealisted man of the U.S.Navy or U.S.
Marine: Corps who wes:attached to and. serving on board the. -

.~ U.BiS¢ 'HENDERSON' dyring the periods 2 May 1927 to 2 June
1927, and’ 2B June 1927 to 29 June 1927, is entitled to the
award of the Yangtze Service Medal, - =~ -~ *
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