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Smokin’ down the landing
ramp on a tank landing
ship, a Marine truck under
the direction of a Seabee
beachmaster advances
toward the beach during
joint U.S.-Korean ‘“‘Team
Spirit ‘87"’ exercises.
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Careers in education

If you're retiring from the Navy, a second career
in education might be just what you need.

If you are interested in becoming a teacher or
administrator in education, write to the Depart-
ment of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20202, ATTN: Julie Cave. In-
clude your educational background — military
and civilian — address, the grade level and
subject area in which you are interested in
teaching.[]

Spouse job preference

Military spouses seeking jobs at their sponsor’s
duty stations may now receive job preference at
more grade levels.

The Military Family Act of 1985, which gave
preference to military spouses in civil service
jobs at grades GS-8 through GS-15, now
includes GS-5 through GS-7 and blue collar
jobs at similar levels.

To be eligible for hiring preference, the
military spouse must be married to an active
duty service member, accompany the sponsor
on a permanent change of station move, and be
included in the best-qualified group after a com-
petitive screening process.

To find out about available jobs in the United
States and overseas, application procedures
and other special employment programs for
family members, check with your local civilian
personnel office.[]

Tuition assistance cut

The maximum amount the Navy will pay in col-
lege tuition assistance is now 75 percent.

Funding constraints and an increase in the
number of sailors requesting tuition assistance
were cited reasons for this change.

The policy affects Navy people in pay grades
E-5 through E-9 who have less than 14 years of
active service. The amount of college tuition

assistance offered to other Navy people is 75
percent and remains unchanged. The Navy also
continues to fund high school courses at 100
percent.

For additional information, contact your Navy
Campus office.[]

Dental premiums set

Active duty military people participating in the
new Dependent Dental Plan will have $3.93
deducted from their paychecks per month for
one dependent or $7.86 per month for two or
more dependents.

The dental plan covers routine preventive and
restorative care. Care provided under the plan
includes oral exams, teeth cleaning and
polishing, fluoride treatments, routine dental X-
rays, laboratory exams and minor treatment for
pain.

Restorative dental care covers treatments
such as fillings, stainless steel crowns for baby
teeth and repairs to dentures. The plan does
not cover braces, tooth extractions, root canals,
porcelain or gold crowns, dentures or cosmetic
dental services.

The plan goes into effect Aug. 1. Eligible
spouses and children will be automatically
enrolled. Service members not wanting to par-
ticipate in the program had until June 30 to
contact their personnel office to avoid having
the premium deducted from their pay. Getting
off the automatic list may take time, and money
paid in cannot be recovered.[]

Free flight insurance

Scheduled Airline Ticket Offices (SATOs) now
give free flight insurance to military and civilian
people who purchase airline tickets from them.

The insurance, called “Tele-trip,” is offered
through SATOs located on all major military in-
stallations in the continental United States,
Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto Rico.

This insurance is not available in New York,
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Oregon or Pennsylvania.

SATO services are available to active duty
people, their dependents, reservists, civilian
employees and retirees. Tickets can be pur-
chased for personal or official travel. For more
information, contact your local SATO.L]

Statement of ownership

U.S. postal regulations (as set forth in 39 U.S.
Code 3685) require that All Hands magazine
publish its statement of ownership (PS Form
3526) in the magazine according to specific
guidelines established by the postal service.[]
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Fire in the night

No one knows for sure what happened or why,
but USS Stark sailors knew what had to be done
and they did it.

By now, the words of Hull Technician
1st Class Michael J. O’Keefe are pain-
fully familiar: ““There was an explosion
. . . There were flames already there . . .
I saw a fireball and that’s when I knew
we were in trouble.”’

There are many questions being asked
about the attack that killed 37 Navy men
on USS Stark (FFG 31) May 17 — ques-
tions about policy, about hardware,
about responsibility and irresponsibility.
Some of those questions will only be
answered after long and difficult inves-
tigations — some will never be answered
at all.

But there is one thing about which
there is no question: wherever there is a
threat to Navy people, whenever ship-
mates are in trouble, there will be U.S.
sailors going in to help.

As O’Keefe recalled, ‘““We already had
water pouring in. We started getting
people out and I made another tour mak-
ing sure everybody was out of their
bunks. . . . In the berthing compartment,
the lights were out. You really couldn’t
see who you were rescuing. Myself, I was
just going by and grabbing them by their
hair and by their hands and pulling them
out and shoving them and throwing them
EBDs (emergency breathing devices) and
pushing them up the ladders. . . . A cou-
ple of people had trouble getting out. We
got them out.”

O’Keefe and nine shipmates were

Stark sailors survey the damage done by
Iragi missiles.
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awarded the Navy and Marine Corps
Medal for their ‘‘quick and valiant re-
sponse in damage control and fire-
fighting”’ as they continued to work for
36 hours or more following the attack.

To some, such a courageous response
to danger seems quite remarkable;
O’Keefe’s comments indicate that, to the
sailors on Stark, saving shipmates and
fighting the fire were more or less
automatic.

In a press conference a few days after

the attack, reporters asked O’Keefe if his
attitude toward his duty had changed
following the disaster:

Reporter: ““Will you continue to sail
the Gulf, if your assignment is not
over?”’

O’Keefe: ‘‘Pardon me, sir?”’

Reporter: “Will you continue to sail
the Gulf, despite what happened on your
ship?”’

O’Keefe: ““If 1 get assigned there, yes
sir.”’[]

o 408 " ;‘. i
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In memoriam

BOLDUC, Doran Hilaire
Seaman

Born: 5 JUN 57

Home: Lacey, Washington

BROWN, Braddy Otis
Boatswain’'s Mate 1st Class
Born: 13 JUL 58

Home: Bessemer, Alabama

CALKINS, Jeffrey Lawrence
Fire Controlman 3rd Class

Born: 27 SEP 66

Home: Mitchfield Springs, New York

CAOQOUETTE, Mark Robert
Seaman

Born: 10 JAN 61

Home: Fitchburg, Massachusetts

CILETTA, John Anthony Jr.
Boatswain’s Mate 3rd Class
Born: 9 MAY 66

Home: Brigantine, New Jersey

CLINEFELTER, Brian Michael
Seaman Recruit

Born: 15 DEC 67

Home: Barstow, California

DANIELS, Antonio Armondo
Operations Specialist 2nd Class
Born: 7 AUG 65

Home: Greeleyville, South Carolina

DeANGELIS, Christopher Warner
Electronics Technician 2nd Class
Born: 8 MAY 64

Home: Dumont, New Jersey

DUNLAP, James Scott

Interior Communications Electrician 2nd Class
Born: 22 JAN 67

Home: Osceola Mills, Pennsylvania

ERWIN, Steven Thomas

Sonar Technician (Surface) Seaman
Born: 8 NOV 64

Home: Troy, Michigan

FARR, Jerry Boyd

Radioman 2nd Class

Born: 6 NOV 50

Home: Charleston, South Carolina

FOSTER, Vernon Tyrone
Senior Chief Quartermaster
Born: 16 FEB 54

Home: Tallahassee, Florida

USS STARK

GRISSETT, Dexter Dwayne
Radioman Seaman Apprentice
Born: 11 JAN 68

Home: Macon, Georgia

HANSEN, William Ralph
Fire Controlman 3rd Class
Born: 11 FEB 65

Home: Reading, Massachusetts

HOMICKI, Daniel

Gunner’s Mate (Guns) 3rd Class
Born: 6 NOV 50

Home: Elizabeth, New Jersey

JANUSIK, Kenneth Dale Jr.
Operations Specialist Seaman
Born: 17 AUG 67

Home: Clearwater, Florida

KENDALL, Steven Edward
Operations Specialist 1st Class
Born: 27 JAN 57

Home: Honolulu, Hawaii

KISER, Stephen Greg
Senior Chief Electrician’'s Mate
Born: 20 APR 51

Home: Elkhart, Indiana

LOCKETT, Ronnie George
Signalman 1st Class

Born: 6 DEC 56

Home: Bessemer, Alabama

MacMULLEN, Thomas Joseph
Gunner's Mate (Missiles) 1st Class
Born: 10 DEC 56

Home: Darby, Pennsylvania

MOLLER, Charles Thomas
Electronics Warfare Technician 3rd Class
Born: 16 NOV 60

Home: Columbus, Georgia

PHELPS, Jeffrey Lee
Seaman Apprentice

Born: 11 MAR 66

Home: Locust Grove, Virginia

PIERCE, Randy Eugene

Data Systems Technician 1st Class
Born: 1 JUN 58

Home: Choctaw, Oklahoma

PLONSKY, James

Gunner's Mate (Guns) 3rd Class
Born: 3 JUN 64

Home: Van Nuys, California

QUICK, Kelly Robert
Electronics Technician 3rd Class
Born: 17 SEP 66

Home: Swartz Creek, Michigan

(FFG 31)

RYALS, Earl Patton
Signalman Seaman

Born: 29 JUN 61

Home: Boca Raton, Florida

SHIPPEE, Robert Laurence

Senior Chief Fire Controlman

Born: 10 JUN 51

Home: Adams Center, Jefferson, New York

SIBLEY, Jeffrey Curtis
Signalman Seaman

Born: 3 JUN 65

Home: Metairie, Louisiana

STEPHENS, Lee

Operations Specialist 3rd Class
Born: 7 JUL 63

Home: Pemberton, Ohio

STEVENS, James Russell
Torpedoman’s Mate 2nd Class
Born: 8 FEB 60

Home: Visalia, California

SUPPLE, Martin Jude
Electronics Technician 3rd Class
Born: 15 NOV 59

Home: North Olmsted, Ohio

TWEADY, Gregory Lee
Fire Controlman 1st Class
Born: 11 JUL 50

Home: Champaign, lllinois

WATSON, Joseph Pearce
Electronics Warfare Technician 3rd Class
Born: 25 NOV 61

Home: Ferndale, Michigan

WEAVER, Wayne Richard
Electronics Technician 3rd Class
Born: 7 APR 65

Home: New Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

WELDON, Terance Donald
Operations Specialist Seaman
Born: 20 FEB 67

Home: Coram, New York

WILSON, Lloyd Anthony

Interior Communications Electrician 2nd Class
Born: 12 JAN 63

Home: Summerville, South Carolina

ULMER, Vincent Lenard
Seaman

Born: 17 JAN 66

Home: Bay Minette, Alabama
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‘Yes, they were heroes’

“And because they were heroes, let us not forget this: that for all the lovely spring and
summer days we will never share with them again, for every Thanksgiving and Christmas
that will seem empty without them, there will be other moments, too. Moments when we
see the light of discovery in young eyes, eyes that see for the first time the world around
them and know the sweep of history and wonder: ‘Why is there such a place as America?
And how is it that such a precious gift is mine?’”’

Mayport, Fla. — ““God bless the men
and families of the USS Stark.”” So said
the signs along the road to the Mayport
Naval Station.

At the Naval Station, the memorial
service was set to commence in a specially
decorated hangar. The guest speaker was
to be the President of the United States,
Ronald Reagan.

The people filed into their seats: the
families of the dead on the left, the
families of the survivors on the right.
Members of a larger family — the Navy
family — gathered in seats in the back
of the hangar.

As the President approached the
podium, the ceiling recirculating fans
came to a halt. Silence enveloped the
crowd. The President gave his speech;
““Yes, they were heroes,”” he promised

6

the assembled mourners.

Then a Navy trumpeter played
“‘taps.”” The effect was, in its own way,
just as shattering as the Exocet missile
that struck Srark. All over the han-
gar, people bowed their heads. Tears
streamed down dozens of faces. Searing
cries of emotional pain rang out clearly
in the hushed building.

“‘Strength for Freedom.”’ The watch-
words on the Stark crest that hung up in
front of the gathering are etched forever
in the minds and hearts of those who
were there.

The strength needed to endure the
coming days and months will not be the
strength of ships and weapons, not
military might. It will be the strength of
the human heart, the strength that is
there when a family comes closer to-

gether, in its time of loss. The Navy
family has shown that kind of strength
before, and it will be strong now.

Aboard ships sailing the oceans of the
world, sailors mourn the loss of their
shipmates. But they are also more
vigilant. Senior Chief Petty Officer Gary
Clinefelter of Mayport, whose son Brian
was one of the crewmembers killed, said
it best: “‘I need to keep working.”’ Presi-
dent Reagan publicly commended
Clinefelter.

In the end, the “‘strength for freedom”’
that really matters comes from profes-
sionalism afloat and ashore: the heroism
of the officers and men of USS Stark and
the courage and rededication of those
who survive them.[

— Story and photos by
PHI Chuck Mussi
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President and Mrs. Reagan comfort survivors following
the memorial service. A Navy corpsman lends support to
one mourner.
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Navy PT boats

at Normandy

The forgotten warriors of the English Channel

Like a forgotten child of history, the
U.S. Navy PT boat and the significant
role it played in operations in the English
Channel before, during, and after the
Normandy invasion on June 6, 1944,
have often gone unnoticed in the caval-
cade of events surrounding that turbulent
time and place.

These small, sleek, high-speed mahog-
any patrol-torpedo boats, manned by
hard-fighting sailors, participated gal-
lantly with Allied forces in breaching
Hitler’s “‘Fortress Europe’ at the
beaches of Normandy.

The U.S. Navy’s PT boat war in the
English Channel was led by an extraor-
dinary naval officer whose name has be-
come synonymous with PT operations in
World War II. That man is John D.
Bulkeley, Rear Admiral (ret.), now presi-
dent of the Navy’s Board of Inspection
and Survey in Washington, D.C.

Bulkeley received the Medal of Honor
for his stubborn PT boat defense of
Bataan in 1942 and was squadron com-
mander of the PT boats that took Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur and his staff off
Corregidor. He was well-known as a
courageous and resourceful PT com-
mander when, in March 1944, shortly
after his return stateside from combat
duties in New Guinea, he was asssigned
to the European Theater to head up PT
operations in the English Channel.

In the spring of 1944, with the Allied

8

Lt.Cmdr. John D. Bulkeley
invasion of France imminent, the U.S.
Navy was tasked to conduct ‘‘special”’
operations in conjunction with the Royal
Navy: transporting to and from France
agents and equipment for support of the
French Resistance. Small, versatile, high-
speed boats that could operate in the nar-
row waters of the English Channel were
needed to carry out these clandestine
missions.

In response to this need, PT Task
Group 122, consisting of three boats, was
hastily commissioned at Long Island,
N.Y., and sent to England. The three

Higgins boats, PTs 71, 72 and 199 were
placed under the command of then-
Lieutenant Commander Bulkeley.

Based at Dartmouth, England, Bul-
keley’s boats carried out these dangerous
night time shuttling operations between
England and German-occupied France
under very harrowing conditions. A typ-
ical cross-channel mission required the
PTs to pass through German convoy
lanes and minefields while trying to avoid
detection by German radar. Once near
the French coast, the boats would anchor
just off the beach, often under the noses
of German beach guards and shore bat-
teries. The incoming agents would be put
ashore and outgoing agents would be
picked up for the return dash to
England.

In order to keep their mission a secret
from the enemy if captured or sunk, the
PTs posed as air and sea rescue craft,
carrying phony dispatches and log entries
directing the boats to proceed to a cer-
tain area to look for a downed pilot. To
complete the ruse, none of the boats car-
ried weapons and all officers and men
were unarmed. The PT crews never knew
the identity of the people they carried.

These perilous sorties continued on a
regular basis through June 4, two days
before D-Day. Due to this essential link

A screen of sea spray envelopes a
swift, powerful PT on patrol.
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Navy PT boats
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in communication between Allied head-
quarters and the French Resistance be-
ing kept open by Bulkeley’s PTs, vital in-
telligence critical to the Allied landings
at Normandy was obtained.

For example, it was learned that Field
Marshal Erwin Rommel was going to his
home at Ulm, Germany, to be with his
wife, Lucy, for her birthday. Field Mar-
shal Gerd Von Rundstedt and other Ger-
man generals had gone to Rennes, near
Paris, for a war map exercise, concluding
that the tides were wrong for an Allied
invasion.

In the latter part of April, Bulkeley
was called upon to make crossings of the
Channel, under the cover of darkness, to
Baie de La Seine on the French coast
near Le Havre. Once there, he and his
men were to land and collect a bucket of
sand every 50 yards up the beach and
return the buckets to headquarters. The
reason for this unorthodox mission was
to allow headquarters to determine if the
sand on the beaches near the Normandy
landing sites could sustain the weight of
tanks.

Minesweepers (right) explode mines
off Utah Beach; (far right) PTs in
echelon formation.
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During one of the early sand-gathering
forays, a desperate encounter between
Bulkeley and a German beach guard
took place. While carrying a bucket of
sand back to his boat, Bulkeley con-
fronted a German soldier who had sud-
denly materialized on the darkened
beach. As startled as both of them were,
Bulkeley recovered from his surprise

before the German could unsling his
rifle. Throwing the contents of his bucket
into the guard’s face, Bulkeley attacked
his adversary. They struggled briefly, and
the guard was strangled.

Shortly after this incident, 22 boats-
wain’s mates were assigned to the PT
squadron. This was not unusual in itself,
but all of them were from Hollywood
and all were expert archers!

These men were specialists in the
motion picture industry. In western
movies or other films requiring bow-and-
arrow sequences, they shot arrows into
the backs of the cowboys during Indian
battle scenes. The archers were capable
of hitting a target at fifty yards with
deadly accuracy.

The Navy had assigned them to this
particular mission to support the PTs in
encounters with beach guards. Instead of
using guns to defend the sand collectors,
the archers would quietly dispatch any
curious guards with well-placed arrows,
thus preventing a general alert that would
ensue from gunfire.

Shortly after the Baie de La Seine as-
signment, word was passed that German
E-boats, the enemy’s counterpart to the
PT, were stepping up activity in the
Channel. Operating from the German-
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held port of Cherbourg, these deadly
raiders were taking a heavy toll on Allied
ships entering the Channel enroute to in-
vasion staging ports in England. This
serious threat to the invasion had to be
eliminated, and it was Bulkeley’s job to
see that this was done.

Hurriedly, 67 additional PT boats
were sent to England to flesh out the
skeleton squadron Bulkeley had been
operating with since March. Berthed at
Portland, Dartmouth and other areas,
the new arrivals barely had time to set-
tle in before being ordered to sail into the
fray against the E-Boats.

German patrol boats didn’t relish the
idea of taking on the PTs that were con-
ducting nightly sweeps in the Channel.
The E-boat’s top speed was 34 knots
compared to the PT boat’s 40 knots-plus.
Also, the PT boats were packing a
37mm, rapid fire, belt-fed anti-tank gun

aimed by tracer sighting. E-boats were
not similarly armed.

Bulkeley’s squadrons engaged the
enemy with such ferocity that the harried
E-boat fleet did more running than
fighting and preferred to stay put in their
safe haven of Cherbourg when the PTs
were loose, which was all the time. The
PTs would wait for them to come back
out if they dared — which they didn’t.

With PTs on patrol, E-boat depreda-
tions fell off to such a degree that by the
eve of the invasion, they no longer posed
a major threat to Allied shipping. They
either stayed holed up in Cherbourg or
moved their operations to Le Havre.

By the first of June, Bulkeley, now
task group commander in charge of all
PT operations involving D-Day, could
concentrate on his most critical mission
— clearing the way for the Allied naval
assault at Normandy.

The role of the PTs was to escort 110
minesweepers assigned to clear assault
areas. From the morning of June 5
through the morning of June 6, PTs
stayed with the sweepers as they cleared
sea lanes and fire support areas within
a half mile of the French coast. Behind
them, and depending on them, was the
greatest invasion armada ever assembled.
Solid lines of warships and landing craft,
moving eight columns abreast and over
30 miles long, were following in the PTs’
wake.

The sweepers and PTs were ordered
“‘to proceed with the utmost determina-
tion regardless of the losses.’” In short,
no PT boat or minesweeper was to stop
to pick up survivors should the other be
hit.

The mine-clearing in the assault lanes
began at midnight on June 6 and con-
tinued through 5:15 a.m. when the pre-
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Navy PT boats

invasion bombardment would begin.
Often under the gaze of German shore
batteries, the sweepers and PTs did the
best they could in clearing the boat lanes
and bombardment areas of deadly
mines. It was a nerve-wracking experi-
ence for both the sweepers and their PT
escorts. Throughout that long night, the
stuttering cough of machine guns and ex-
plosions punctuated the darkness as PT
boat gunners helped dispatch lethal
mines that crossed their path.

When the assault began, some PTs re-
mained on station, rescuing survivors
from ships and landing craft sunk by
enemy gunfire or unswept mines. Others
returned to England to refuel and rearm.
Once topped off with gas and ammo,
they turned back to Normandy to relieve
their sister boats.

In the American sector at Utah Beach,
the PTs, along with destroyers and gun-
boats, set up a defensive perimeter
against E-boats that tried to attack oper-
ations on the beach. Designated the
‘“Mason Line,’’ this anchored barricade
of PTs extended at right angles to the
beach for five and a quarter miles.

Within the line was a group of three
PTs designated as attackers, or ‘‘the hit
squad,’’ that would engage German craft
attempting a breakthrough. Three times,
E-boats tried to crack the line and three
times they were chased off or blasted out
of the water,

In addition to holding German sea-
borne raiders at bay, the PTs also took
on the task of shooting out “‘pathfinder”’
flares dropped by German aircraft. At
night, the Luftwaffe would send a ‘‘path-
finder’’ plane over the assault area and
drop float flares as a point of aim for the
bombers that followed. The PTs had to
chase these flares down and sink them
by machine gun fire before the bombs
fell.

Top brass inspected the beaches regu-

A PT (far right) takes Adm. Harold R.
Stark, then commander of Naval
Forces Europe, to invasion
beachhead; (right) PTs use captured
Cherbourg as a temporary base.
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larly. The swift PT boats transported
such military dignitaries as Generals
Dwight Eisenhower, Omar Bradley,
Courtney Hodges, Henry ““Hap’’ Arnold
and George Patton to the assault areas.
During the actual invasion, PTs were
assigned to each flagship to shuttle im-
portant dispatches or personnel.

After nearly three weeks of busy sup-
port off the Normandy beaches, the PTs
were ordered to Cherbourg on June 25
to act as decoys in drawing fire from
German shore batteries there. When the
Germans opened up on the gutsy PTs,
it would give away the battery locations
and Allied cruisers and battleships stand-
ing by could knock out the German
positions.

The PTs started about 10,000 yards
out from a place called the Mole where
three old French forts were located. The
boats ran at right angles to the gunfire
expected, parallel to the Mole. The Ger-
man gunners didn’t cut loose until the
PTs were within 500 yards of the forts.

During one of the first salvos fired
from the German 88mm guns, the shock
of a near miss knocked out the engines
on one of the PTs and it went dead in

the water. As succeeding salvos rained
about the beleaguered boat, the engine-
man and others worked feverishly to get
the engines going again. At the last possi-
ble moment, they succeeded, making
good their escape.

After neutralizing the Nazi gun bat-
teries, the Allies were able to close in on
Cherbourg by both land and sea. Cher-
bourg fell to the Allies on June 26, 1944.

In other operations in the Cherbourg
sector, PT boats screened minesweepers
during entry into Cherbourg Harbor.
The harbor itself was cluttered with the
wreckage of scuttled ships, and the docks
were completely destroyed. Coupling this
with mines, the enemy created a night-
mare for the sweepers and their escort.

While leading the sweepers into the
harbor, one of the PTs ran across a
floating mine and fired on it with its
37mm, detonating the mine in an im-
pressive pyrotechnic display that rocked
the harbor. Yet, despite such alertness on
the part of the PTs, two of the sweepers
struck mines that claimed the lives of all
onboard.

Following action at Cherbourg,
Bulkeley’s PTs continued to patrol the
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Mason Line until the end of July, when
they were withdrawn from Normandy
and given the assignment of disrupting
enemy shipping between the Channel
Islands and the German garrisons still
holding out at St. Malo and Ile de
Cezembre.

In carrying out this mission, the PTs
reinforced their reputation by engaging
and harassing German ships with what
was by now trademark ferocity. Torpedo
trails and machine gun fire provided con-
stant reminders to the enemy that PTs
were on the prowl. Desperate encounters
at close quarters were routine occur-
rences until August 18 when St. Malo fell
and German sea-going traffic between
the Channel Islands ceased.

Meanwhile, other PT boats assisted
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the British Navy in the blockade of Le
Havre. Combat between the PTs and
German destroyers, E-boats and mine-
layers took place in this sector night after
night throughout August 1944, The PT
attacks were so effective that the Ger-
mans were thwarted in their attempts to
reinforce Le Havre. It fell to the Allies
that September.

After Le Havre, PT boats continued
to carry out their varied missions until
the French coasts were solidly under
Allied control. Some of the PT squad-
rons were sent back to the states for over-
haul and assignment to the Pacific The-
ater. However, other squadrons re-
mained at Cherbourg during the winter
and spring of 1945, rescuing striken
sailors from torpedoed ships and main-

taining patrols to prevent enemy landings
on the Cotentin Peninsula.
Throughout the entire Normandy
campaign and related actions, Bulkeley
and his PT crews set standards of cour-
age and zeal that became the hallmark
of the Navy’s daring boat service in the
European Theater of Operations.]
— Story by JO2 Mike McKinley
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NJROTC

Personal excellence,
right from the start

One of the major goals of the Navy’s
Personal Excellence program is to play
a vital role in cultivating the youth of
America — ensuring that the widest pos-
sible selection of the young American
men and women are attracted to the
excellence of the Navy way of life.
According to Chief of Naval Operations
Adm. Carlisle A.H. Trost, nothing less
than the national security depends on it.

Hundreds of retired Navy, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard officers and en-
listed people, who serve as Naval Junior
Reserve Officer Training Candidate
(NJROTC) instructors, work hand in
hand with the Navy toward attainment
of this goal.

NJROTC is available to students in
grades 9 through 12 at hundreds of
secondary schools around the nation.
The program’s classroom curriculum
emphasizes citizenship, leadership, basic
naval orientation, history, sea power,
seamanship, navigation, oceanography
and meteorology.

Classroom academics are augmented
throughout the year by rifle and drill
teams, various school activities, orienta-
tion cruises, flights, visits to naval shore
activities, and military training. Uni-
forms, textbooks, training aids, travel,
a portion of instructors’ salaries, and
miscellaneous expenses are provided for
by the Navy.

It is easy for the Navy to support a
program like NJROTC because, as Trost
said recently, it is a microcosm of all the

NJROTC student Walter Brown
reaches his 20th pull up.
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Navy’s pride and professionalism objec-
tives.

“What you are doing,”” Trost told
attendees at the 1987 National NJROTC
Conference, ‘‘is expressing Juvenal’s

1,800-year-old idea of mens sana in
corpore sano — a sound mind in a
healthy body.”’

Trost pointed out that, in most cases,
typical teen-age behavioral problems are
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reduced and academic achievement
strengthened when students participate in
NJROTC.

“NJROTC units offer an exciting
alternative, a counterproposal of great
force — that commitment can be fun,
that one’s respect for one’s self should
never exclude a concern for others, and
that nothing is so gratifying as con-
tributing to a larger success,”’ he said.

The NJROTC program, which is over-

seen by the Chief of Naval Education
and Training, is in place at 241 high
schools in 39 states, the District of Col-
umbia and Guam, There are more than
30,000 high school students taking part
in NJROTC programs nationwide.
“About half the NJROTC students
across the country’eventually join the
military,”” said Capt. Charles Futch,
NJROTC area manager for Hampton
Roads, Va., where about 2,000 students

participate in the program.

But Futch said NJROTC is an *‘elec-
tive’’ program, not a recruiting program.
““The elective gives the students a chance,
at an early age, to see if they’re interested
in the military and possibly receive an
ROTC scholarship or Naval Academy
appointment.”’

For more information on NJROTC,
students or their parents should contact
their high school guidance counselors. ]

Nation’s top NJROTC student

Story and photos by Dave Fraker

Maria Cerda, 17, always seemed
destined to do great things.

The second child born to Geronimo
and Oralia Cerda started walking at
seven months, started reading at five
years, and started competing to be
number one in first grade.

Today the Sanger High School Junior
is number one in her class of 455
students, with a perfect 4.0 grade point
average, is the student body vice-
president, and was just honored as the
number one Navy Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps student in the nation.

The Gilliam Award is given each year
to one NJROTC student who has
achieved the highest standard in aca-
demic achievement in the nation. There
are 241 active NJROTC units in the na-
tion. Sanger’s has more than 200
NJROTC students.

Joe Gilliam was an education specialist
and served as director of the NJROTC
program before he died of cancer in
1983. Maria is the third recipient of the
award named in his honor.

““Mother always encouraged us,’* she
said. ‘““She would read to us when we
were young and always told me I could
do anything, if I put my mind to it.

“My parents wanted us to have the
opportunities they never had. My dad
worked in the fields for many years. Now
he works in a fruit-packing house and my
mother is a housewife.”’
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Gilliam award winner, Maria Cerda, and her mother
play with the youngest of her four brothers in their

Sanger, Calif. home, near Fresno.
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Maria has four brothers. Her oldest is
an aeronautical engineering student at
the University of California at Davis.
Two others attend Sanger schools and
her youngest brother, Jose, 4, is getting
ready to start kindergarten.

‘“My parents, especially my father, are
very protective of me — he does not
allow me to date,”’ Maria said during a
recent interview conducted in the
NJROTC classrooms at the high school.

““When I told him I might want to go
to Harvard, he said, ‘Can’t you find a
college in Fresno?’ But, I think, little by
little, they will let me go.”

Maria is a person who likes to get in-
volved in many different things. She is
interested in medicine, politics, engineer-
ing, and wants to help people.

Not only are her school hours filled to
capacity, but after school she tutors a
seventh grader and a first grader.

Her mother thinks Maria would make
a good senator. Retired Navy captain
John Nicholson, director of Sangers’
NJROTC unit, says Maria is a ‘““superb
leader,”” and suggests that her credentials
make her a strong candidate for an ap-
pointment to a military academy.

What does Maria say? ‘‘Right now I
am not sure what school I want to go to
or what I want to study. I do know I
don’t want to get stuck behind a desk.
After college, I see myself doing
something, then going back to college.

““This summer I hope to visit the Air
Force Academy and I would like to visit
Harvard.”

Maria says competing is what moti-
vates her. She was a finalist in the Miss
Californian American Coed Pageant in
May and was selected as one of six fi-
nalists (out of 200 competitors) for a Stu-
dent Seat on the California State Board
of Education, where she will represent all
California students. She is also president
of the Chicano and Latino Youth Lead-
ership Conference.

So how does she have time for school?
““I really have to budget and use my time
wisely,”” she said. ‘‘School does not come
easy for me, I have to work for every
grade I get.”

Besides her mother, Maria says
Pauline Tolentino, a close family friend,
is an important influence. ‘“We spend a
lot of time together and she puts the
world into perspective for me. She gives

me the point of view of an older person
and is always there when I need a
friend.”

Pauline is a research adjustment
specialist for the Bank of Fresno and
said, ““I am always truthful with Maria.
She may not understand why her family
is so strict with her, but she will thank
them for it later on.

““She is very energetic and sets high
goals for herself, but I tell her not to get
heartbroken over not winning some
honor, because there are other straight-
A students in the world.”

Maria is not sure if the military is for
her, but likes the NJROTC current
events class. “With my busy schedule, I
don’t have time to stay current on United
States and world events, but I can
through the world events class.

“] also realize winning the Gilliam
Award could open many doors for me.”’

Maria Cerda has one more year of
high school left and she has no intention
of slowing down. ‘I want to continue to
experience things and broaden my hori-
zons. I think God has an ultimate plan
for me and I have plenty of time to
discover it.”’[]

Fraker is editor of The Golden Eagle, ar
NAS Lemoore, Calif.

Encouraged by her parents to excel,
Cerda tops a class of 455 with a 4.0
grade point average and tutors others.
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Upgrading security

The Navy is taking steps to strengthen its
ability to protect its people, installations
and equipment from terrorism.

As many as 21,000 Navy people from
a variety of ratings soon will find them-
selves in the security business, as part of
a worldwide effort to improve the Navy’s
ability to thwart terrorism.

A January directive from the secretary
of the Navy's office ordered a restruc-
turing of the Navy Security Force (NSF)
““to strengthen its ability to defeat ter-
rorist attacks against service members,
dependents and resources.’’

The directive identified anti-terrorist
measures as an essential element of every
command’s mission, and called for:

¢ Training and deploying law enforce-
ment and guard forces for greater anti-
terrorism effect;

¢ Training and deploying large num-
bers of Navy personnel as Auxiliary
Security Forces (ASF) to augment per-
manent security forces;

® Reintroducing weapons proficiency
as an essential skill of naval personnel;

® Assigning Marines to security forces
to provide pertinent training in develop-
ment of combat arms skills and weapons
discipline to security force personnel; and

® Integrating security forces at major
Navy installations to ensure continuity of
purpose in providing maximum effective
anti-terrorist defense of installations and
associated area of responsibility.

The initial reorganization of the Navy
Security Force has already begun. The
first sailors to begin security duties under
the reorganization have completed their
training, and by this summer Marine
cadres will begin training members of the

Navy Security Force and Auxiliary Se-
curity Force in anti-terrorism weapons
and tactics,

Under the reorganization, the NSF will
consist of about 1,700 members of the
master-at-arms rating, 6,000 naval per-
sonnel from traditionally sea-going rat-
ings and 5,000 civilian security guards
assigned to the security force on a full-
time basis.

Assigning members of sea-going rat-
ings to the NSF not only upgrades secur-
ity, but also provides additional shore
duty opportunities for members of those
ratings.

As many as 15,000 other Navy people
may be assigned to the Navy Security
Force as members of the Auxiliary Secu-
rity Force (ASF) on a collateral duty
basis. Installation hosts and non-deploy-
ing tenant activities will provide most of
these part-time security force members,
who will not come from any particular
rating. The ASF is to be sized to rein-
force permanent security forces and per-
mit full manning of posts and patrols
during heightened security conditions.
Their mission will be to perform security
duties with regular security personnel.
For instance, they may be assigned to
accompany regular security personnel in
a patrol car. In some cases, they will be
required to carry weapons. The number
of times per month they will be required
to stand watch will be up to the discre-
tion of the installation’s commanding
officer.

Members of the auxiliary security

force will be trained by Marines stationed
at approximately 80 installations. Aux-
iliary Security Forces at bases without
Marine cadres will be trained by Marine
mobile training teams.

Navy personnel, other than rated
masters-at-arms — assigned to the Navy
Security Force on a full-time basis, will
go to a four-week course at the Navy
Security Guard School at Lakehurst,
N.J., prior to being assigned to a duty
station. The course provides firearms
training, including .45 and .38 qualifica-
tion and familiarization training with the
12-gauge shotgun.

In fiscal year 1990, formal Navy secu-
rity training will be centralized at a new
security school co-located with U.S. Air
Force Security Police Academy, Lack-
land AFB, where Marine military police
are now trained.

Eventually, the master-at-arms rating
will have three separate specialties: law
enforcement specialist; physical security
specialist, and military investigator. A
Navy security guard NEC has already
been established for graduates of the
Navy Security Guard School at Lake-
hurst.

The proposed Naval Security Training
Center at Lackland AFB, San Antonio,
Texas, is expected to commence opera-
tions in January 1990. It will assume all
Navy security training for active duty
personnel, including the master-at-arms
conversion course. Auxiliary security
personnel will continue to be trained
locally by Marines.[]
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They floated serenely above the
sea, but U.S. Navy airships could
deal death and destruction to the
enemy below.

he U-boat suddenly shook with the concussion of

the unexpected explosion. Loose deck plates lifted

and clanged beneath the feet of stunned crewmen.
Sailors were wrenched off balance and thrown against
bulkheads, pipes and each other. Lights flickered, loose
gear and crockery smashed to the deck, lamps rattled
and flecks of paint dropped from the overhead. Instinc-
tively, men reached out to grasp anything to brace
themselves.

A second blast rocked the submerged raider, knock-
ing out the lights and momentarily immersing the crew
in tomb-like darkness. The sporadic glimmer of aux-
iliary lighting coming on line cast an eerie strobe-like
illumination on faces that were masks of fear. With
rapid commands, the captain ordered evasive manecu-
vers to escape the deadly depth charges that rained
down upon his craft. He had to dive deeper, and do
it quickly.

The U-boat angled downward, seeking refuge in the
deep. Before being driven from periscope depth, the
captain had seen nothing on the surface or in the air
that could threaten him. But he had a pretty good idea
and cursed under his breath.

A thunderous detonation caused the boat to trem-
ble and heel to one side. Sea valves were backed off
their seats and oil spurted through weakened valves and
gaskets. Clouds of steam escaped from loosened pipes.
Another blast shook the boat and the three-inch skin
of the pressurized hull buckled. Water trickled through
strained bulkhead seams as splinters of glass from
broken gauges crunched beneath men’s feet.

The next blast sounded like a massive hammer hit-
ting the side of the boat, causing it to buck and roll.
Damage control reported flooding in the bilges and
severe leakage in the aft torpedo room. Reports from
other compartments were not any better. There was a

Sailors prepare a blimp for night patrol in
Albert Murray’s *‘Down for her second wind."
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Blimps

lull following the last explosion and the
captain, frustrated at having to take such
punishment without being able to fight
back, hoped that whoever had been
harassing him from above had run out
of charges. But even if that were so, the
attacker could have summoned help. The
German commander had no choice but
to get his damaged U-boat out of the
area as quickly as possible or risk being
sunk. Grudgingly, he had to admit that
Allied merchant ships would not feel the
sting of his torpedoes this day and they
had their unseen defender from above to
thank for it.

* ok ok

Floating peacefully among the clouds
overhead, the authors of the chaos and
terror raging deep in the sea calmly
studied the ocean’s surface. As they
drifted lazily across the sky, they watched
patiently for some sign of the U-boat’s
fate.

The crew on the U.S. Navy blimp
cheered when they saw the black mass of
oil slowly oozing to the surface, spread-
ing itself like an inky blanket calming the
water boiling and swirling from the
explosion.

The crew had spotted the thin white
wake of the U-boat’s periscope while on
a routine coastal patrol off the Eastern
seaboard. With a grace that belied its
250-foot, helium-filled bulk, the pilot-
captain maneuvered the blimp behind a
low-lying cloud as the rest of the crew
manned their battle stations. For the time
being, it was best to stay out of sight until
the periscope was dropped. This was no
time for a premature attack. They could
be spotted by the scope in a heartbeat.
No surprise, no U-boat.

As the blimp hovered behind the
cloud, the captain made a quick perusal
of the control car to make sure every-
thing and everyone was ready. All hands,
wearing yellow inflatable life jackets,
were at their proper stations, their head-
sets in place so they could hear the cap-
tain and each other. The depth charge
racks were ready and the bombardier was
standing by. Two machine gunners were
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ready to lay down a stream of lead
should the U-boat surface. Parachutes,
harnesses, signaling devices and the
inflatable life raft were handy, in their
proper places.

Satisfied that all was ready, the cap-
tain once again turned his attention to
the ocean surface, adding another pair
of eyes to the others still watching the
wake below. The blimp’s crew waited
tensely for the thin wake to disappear.

Suddenly, the periscope dipped be-
neath the sea and the blimp captain,
assisted by his co-pilot, turned the air-
ship to starboard. Coming out from be-
hind the cloud, the blimp quickly ma-
neuvered directly over the long, shark-
like shadow slowly moving just beneath
the ocean surface.

Quickly estimating the U-boat’s speed
and depth, the captain told the co-pilot
to drop the blimp lower. As the blimp
made its descent, the bomb bay doors
were opened and the bombardier’s index
finger rested lightly on the release but-
ton of the depth charge rack. Each depth
charge was set to explode at a different
depth.

The motors slowed, the two props aft
of the car barely turning. The blimp
ended its descent just out of concussion
range, right above the U-boat. The cap-
tain nodded to the bombardier. One
depth charge dropped from the blimp’s
belly. As the first depth charge splashed
into the water, the captain nodded again.

This time, two cans fell through the
bomb bay’s gaping maw in quick succes-
sion. Two more splashes . . . one more
nod . . . two more cans.

When the last two charges hit the
water, the captain swung the blimp to
starboard and the co-pilot pulled back on
the controls, to be sure to get the blimp
up and away from the concussions of the
blasts that would soon follow.

There was a roar and the cab of the
escaping blimp was drenched by a geyser
of water erupting from the sea below.

Giving the blimp more throttle, the
captain got his ship up out of harm’s way
as the remaining charges erupted. As the
spray from the final detonation settled
back to the sea surface, the airship made
a slow circle over the troubled waters
below. Mixed in the churning swirl of
white froth, the crew saw the dark stain
of oil slowly rising to the surface. Al-
though not knowing whether the sub was
sunk or just damaged, the crew still took
satisfaction in knowing that they had
turned the tables on one of Hitler’s
stealthy U-boats, making the hidden
hunter itself a victim of an unseen
attacker.

* % %

It may be difficult for some to con-
ceive of desperate combat between a
blimp and German U-boat. How a huge,
slow and seemingly awkward bag of gas
could pose even a remote threat to a
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Far left: A blimp crewman mans the
.50 caliber machine gun in the for-
ward gun blister. Artwork by Murray,
‘‘General quarters.”” Above: A ground
crew guides a returning blimp back to
earth in Murray’'s ‘““Taking her away."”
Below: Two blimps ride herd on a
convoy in Adolph Dehn’s ““The con-
voy brood.”’
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Blimps

sleek, swift submarine may strain the
imagination. But in World War II, dur-
ing the Battle of the Atlantic, U.S. Navy
blimps were considered a very dangerous
foe by Hitler’s U-boat commanders.
With blimps in the air, attacks on Allied
convoys became risky undertakings for
the wolf packs. According to a New
Jersey Congressman at that time, W. H.
Sutphin (whose constituents were par-
ticularly sensitive to enemy subs off the
eastern seaboard), Navy airships had
proven themselves to be one of the most
effective weapons the Allies had in bat-
tling the U-boat menace; Sutphin
credited U. S. blimps with sinking several
Nazi subs.

When the United States entered the
war, the Navy had only six blimps in
operation. All six were at NAS Lake-
hurst, N.J. By war’s end, there were 168
in the air, patrolling the sea lanes and
protecting convoys on every coast from
Canada to Mexico, Maine to Brazil and
across the Atlantic to the shores of North
Africa. The number of pilots had grown
from 100 to over 1,500 and aircrewmen
had jumped from just a few hundred to
over 3,000.

Although blimp units eventually op-
erated above the coastal waters of the
Atlantic and Pacific, it was in the Battle
of the Atlantic, from 1941-1945, the
longest single campaign of World War
I1, that Navy blimps saw the most action.

The Atlantic was the lifeline between
the U.S. and its Allies in England and
Western Europe. In attempting to sever
this vital supply link, Hitler sent out his
deadly U-boats to sink Allied merchant
ships. Hunting in packs or individually,
the U-boats wreaked havoc on Allied
shipping lanes. The U-boat menace was
such that in the early days of the war
merchant ships were torpedoed in U.S.
coastal waters just as they left port, still
within sight of shore. There was actually
a brief period in 1942 when New York
harbor and ports in the Chesapeake Bay
were closed by German mines and sub-
marines.

The campaign against the U-boat was
a long, desperate struggle. The eventual
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Allied victory, though shared by many,
was achieved in large part by the con-
tributions of Navy blimps and their dar-
ing crews.

Blimps were used primarily for coastal
convoy cover and anti-submarine patrol.
They were also called upon to perform
search and rescue missions and to help
locate and mark minefields in coastal
waters. Blimps possessed special capabil-
ities that made them extremely effective
in carrying out these crucial tasks.

In protecting shipping against U-boat
attacks, blimps would meet an incoming
convoy on the last leg of its crossing or
go out with it for a certain distance when
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the convoy left port. Blimps had the ad-
vantage of being faster than destroyer
escorts and could fly back and forth over
a convoy at various speeds, up to a mile
a minute. This provided the convoy with
a wider range of protection and made it
easier for the blimps to respond quickly
should a U-boat show itself.

Blimps could also be throttled down
to a speed slow enough that crews had
a better chance of spotting U-boats that
might be missed by faster-flying, fixed-
wing patrol planes. Since the cab on the
blimp had windows all around, the crew
had unimpeded vision of the waters
below.
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Far left: Maintenance crews scramble
over a blimp’s gigantic tail section in
Murray’s ‘‘Tail repairs.”” Above: Blimp
crewman rescues downed airman from a
South American jungle in Murray’s
“Blimp to the rescue.’’ Left: A crewman
samples chow prepared on the blimp’s
hot plate in Murray’'s ‘“Chow down —
blimp style.”
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Blimps

If a U-boat was spotted, the blimp
could hover over the target at any alti-
tude in preparing for the attack. Being
able to hover also provided a stable plat-
form from which depth charges could be
dropped with reasonable accuracy.

Because of fears for blimps’ vulner-
ability to submarine deck gun fire, air-
ship commanders tried to avoid engag-
ing surfaced U-boats and made it a rule
to attack only when the sub submerged.
However, this did not mean that the
blimp couldn’t defend itself from a sur-
faced U-boat if the need arose.

Due to its enormous size, a blimp was
capable of carrying larger, more sophis-
ticated radar, spotting devices and com-
munication gear than other aircraft. In
the event of low visibility or night ops,
this equipment still allowed the blimp to
locate a U-boat and call in destroyers to
put it out of commission.

Blimps, unlike other aircraft, were
usually immune to being grounded dur-
ing inclement weather. They could re-
main airborne under most weather con-
ditions, including fog. This was an asset
much appreciated by convoy sailors,
who, in bad weather, would be left with-
out air protection.

Logistically, blimps were a supply
officer’s dream. These airships were kept
aloft by helium, a gas that was cheap,
non-flammable and one in which the
U.S. had a monopoly during the war.
Also, blimp engines consumed half as
much gasoline as airplane engines.

Although there were several blimp
types, the one most commonly flown was
the K-type, used primarily for antisub-
marine warfare. This type of blimp was
250 feet long and 76 feet high and could
travel at a maximum speed of 75 mph.
Filled with 416,000 cubic feet of helium
contained in a tough cotton fabric bag
treated with synthetic rubber, this non-
rigid airship had a range of 2,000 miles.

The car or cabin attached to the belly
of the ship was the nerve center for
operations and living space for the eight
to 10 crewmembers. The crew was made
up of a pilot, co-pilot, navigator, riggers,
machinists and radiomen. Add to that six
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caged homing pigeons used to carry
messages to base when radio silence was
in effect.

The control car itself was crowded but
not exceedingly uncomfortable. Most of
the space was taken up with communica-
tions and radar gear, sand bags for
ballast, depth charges, machine guns,
ammunition, smoke bombs, signalling
devices, parachutes and uninflated life
rafts. Everything not in use was conven-
iently located and neatly stowed.

Although space was at a premium,
there were certain amenities for the crew,
who were required to spend long hours
on patrol. The car contained two bunks
that could be pulled down from the bulk-
head, a small galley, wash basin and
toilet. Each man in the crew took his turn
at the cooking and household chores
while airborne.

While on patrol, the pilot and co-pilot
sat forward in the glassed-in nose of the
cabin. The pilot normally controlled the
rudder while in flight, and the co-pilot
handled the elevators which controlled
the up and down motion of the blimp.
Behind them at various locations in the
car were the rest of the crew, each man
at his station. Yet, no matter what a
sailor’s specialty on board, all of them
had one primary duty — watch the sur-
face for U-boats.

Until the development of the snorkel
in 1943, U-boats had to run on the sur-
face in order to recharge their batteries.
This made them vulnerable to being seen
by blimps or other aircraft. If a blimp
came into view, the U-boat would be
forced to submerge and the captain could
only hope the blimp hadn’t spotted him.
Just seeing a blimp in the area gave many

ALL HANDS



JUNE 1987

Far left: In Murray’s ‘‘Silent voice,’’ a crewman
uses a blinker light to send messages during
radio silence. Above: Mechanics prepare a
scaffold to reach a blimp’s engines in Mur-
ray’s ““The mechanics take over.”’ Left: In
Dehn’s “‘Lighter than air fleet,”’ blimps head
out for coastal patrol.




Blimps

a U-boat commander the jitters, and he
would be forced to stay beneath the sur-
face, using up valuable air. In many in-
stances, U-boats kept their distance from
a prime convoy because of prowling
blimps.

Adm. Karl Doenitz, Hitler’s senior U-
boat flag officer, considered blimp op-
erations against his submarines to be the
most successful Allied defense, especially
on the eastern seaboard. In his briefings
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for his Fuhrer, he mentioned blimps as
posing very significant dangers for his
sub commanders.

In efforts to defend themselves against
the ever-present blimps, U-boats began
arming themselves with anti-aircraft
guns. Now if caught on the surface, subs
could make a fight of it. But this didn’t
scare the blimp crews, although it did
make things a bit tougher for them.

When not on convoy duty or hunting
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down U-boats, blimps were tasked to
carry out search and rescue missions to
pick up downed Allied fliers or ship-
wrecked sailors. One blimp was even
called upon to rescue survivors from a
sinking U-boat.

In search and rescue operations,
blimps accomplished great things because
of their low-speed and hovering capabil-
ities. They were quite adept at locating
and saving survivors on land and sea.

Many of the rescues were carried out
deep in South American jungles wher