MAA Force Expanding

Expanding from 1,500 to 9,000, the Navy’s master-at-arms
(MA) force is diversifying into force protection and sharpening its
professional focus in response to national requirements.

The expansion will provide the opportunity for Sailors in other
ratings to convert to MA, and for civilians who may have law
enforcement experience, to join this elite force of professionals in
such fields as protective services, military investigator or
small-arms marksmanship instructor. There are currently
two security officer programs in the warrant officer and
limited duty officer fields.

The community also offers the opportunity to gain
additional training and a Navy enlisted classification
(NEC) in such areas as investigations, protective
services, small-arms instruction and K-9 (canine)
handling, just to name a few.

The Mobile Security Force (MSF), currently being
developed, will be designed as a deployable unit
providing land-based and underway security to Navy
ships in areas where established force protection units
are not in place. MAs assigned to this unit will operate
closely with explosive ordinance disposal and Navy
diving personnel, as well as receive specialized training
in waterborn security tactics.

Protective Services Specialist (PSS), NEC 2009, was
recently added to the MA community. Personnel holding the
PSS NEC will be assigned to protect key Navy leaders and
other personnel who might be targets for terrorists.

The MA rating is open to Sailors in paygrades E-1
through E-6, with less than 17 years of service.
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