
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Navy Announces New Uniform 
Components, Rules 
The chief of naval operations approved Navy 
Uniform Board recommendations Jan. 25. The 
recommendations include a new cutlass for 
chiefs, an overblouse for female officers and 
chiefs, updated rules for portable communication 
devices and clarification on the manner of wear 
for flight suits. 
 
Designed to be worn by members of an official 
party during ceremonies requiring officers to 
wear swords, the chief petty officer (CPO) cutlass 
may be the most visible of the announced 
uniform changes. With a twenty-six inch stainless steel blade and four laser engraved CPO anchors 
(CPO, SCPO, MCPO and MCPON) on the base, the new cutlass is expected to be available for purchase 
in August. As an optional uniform item, the Uniform Board sought to ensure uniformity in appearance by 
directing the cutlass to be worn only when all members of an official party are wearing swords.  
 
The next change was the approval of an overblouse option for female officers and chiefs when wearing 
the poly/wool service khaki uniform. Since the roll-out of the service uniform for junior enlisted, the 
Office of Women's Policy had received regular feedback from the fleet, requesting a similar overblouse 
option for female officers and CPOs to wear with their service khaki uniform. When this change takes 
effect in sixty days, female officers and CPOs will be able to wear the overblouse with slacks or skirts. 
 
Portable electronic devices were another topic of concern for Sailors, which prompted the Uniform Board 
to make several noteworthy changes. Effective 60 days from the announcement, Sailors will be 
authorized to use these devices while in their service or working uniform, to include when walking. 
Although authorized, the device must be conservative in color and design, cannot distract from the 
appearance of the uniform, must be worn on the belt aft of the elbow and cannot interfere with the 
rendering of military courtesies and honors. 
 
The final sets of changes announced in the update were regarding the manner of wear for the aircrew 
flight suit. While in the continental United States, the green flight suit will be worn with a black 
undershirt, while overseas, aircrew may wear tan flight suits with brown undershirts as determined by the 
Navy component commander. 
 
To support the Centennial of Naval Aviation, CNO is allowing flight suits to be worn at designated 
events in calendar year 2011. A list of these approved Centennial of Naval Aviation events will be 
released quarterly by Commander, Naval Air Forces. To learn more about these uniform changes, read 
NAVADMIN 025/11, at http://www.npc.navy.mil/NR/rdonlyres/713FA622-A1A1-46FE-9CB5-
3DAF854ECAD5/0/NAV11025.txt 
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