
 

 

 
 

 
 

 The Navy updated the policy for personal firearms June 10, 
effectively consolidating the regulation for storing firearms on 
base in order to combat the increase in accidental discharges and 
injuries related to firearms. 
 
The NAVADMIN, updates Chief of Naval Operations Instruction 
(OPNAVINST) 5530.14E, the Navy Physical Security and Law 
Enforcement Program. It provides guidance for the possession of 
personal weapons aboard Navy installations whether in Navy 
housing areas or base armories and states installation 
commanding officers are responsible for control and 
accountability of personal firearms on board Navy installations. 
 

Firearm Policy Update Aims to Reduce 
Accidental Discharges 

Navy officials reported 28 acts of Sailor misconduct or suicide involving firearms occurred on 
board Navy installations in fiscal year 2008, while another 111 incidents occurred off base, 
resulting in 26 deaths. The policy now states Sailors may store personal firearms in certain 
locations on board Navy installations under controlled circumstances and with prior written 
approval of the installation's commanding officer. 
 
The revised policy instructs Sailors who own firearms to take their responsibilities seriously 
and comply with all regulations. Navy officials say violators of these regulations may be 
subject to administrative and or disciplinary action under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  
 
Navy personnel are also responsible for complying with federal, state and local laws and 
regulations, as well as applicable Status of Forces Agreements and host nation laws when 
overseas concerning firearm ownership, possession, registration, transportation and use. 
 
The revision, outlined in NAVADMIN 196/10, is expected to be in effect after installations 
review and revise their current operating procedures, said Commander Navy Installations 
Command. 
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