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$555 Million oD Homeowners Assistance
Program Details Announced

The Department of Defense (DoD) announced Sept. 30 details for the
temporary expansion of the Homeowners Assistance Program (HAP).

Using $555 million in funds from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), this program is designed to partially
reimburse eligible military personnel, surviving spouses, and federal
civilian employees whose service to the nation has required them to
relocate and sell their primary residence at a loss.

Potential eligible personnel include:

- Active and former service members of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard;
- Civilian employees of the DoD, Coast Guard, and non-appropriated fund activities; and

- Surviving spouses of both fallen service members and civilian employees.

Potential eligible personnel who have sold a primary home for a loss or are considering selling their home
are encouraged to visit the DoD HAP Web site http://hap.usace.army.mil to check specific program criteria,
and if eligible, apply online.

ARRA funding allows the DoD to temporarily expand HAP to partially reimburse losses from the sale of a
primary residence in the following priority order:

1. Homeowners wounded, injured, or ill in the line of duty while deployed since Sept. 11, 2001, and
relocating in furtherance of medical treatment;

2. Surviving spouse homeowners relocating within two years after the death of their spouse;

3. Homeowners affected by the 2005 BRAC round, without the need (which existed under previous law) to
prove that a base closure announcement caused a local housing market decline; and

4. Service member homeowners receiving orders dated on or after Feb. 1, 2006, through Dec. 31, 2009, for a
permanent change of station (PCS) move. The orders must specify a report-no-later-than date on or before
Feb. 28, 2010, to a new duty station or homeport outside a 50-mile radius of the service member's former
duty station. These dates may be extended to Sept. 30, 2012, based on availability of funds.

Each of these general categories has more specific eligibility requirements which have been updated at the
DoD HAP Web site (http://hap.usace.army.mil). The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers executes the program
for all the military branches and HAP administrators will immediately start processing applications.
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