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SUBJ/MESSAGE TO THE NAVY FROM THE HONORABLE GORDON R. ENGLAND/SECRETARY OF THE NAVY ON THE OCCASION OF THE 230TH BIRTHDAY//

RMKS/1.  IN 1775 THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS RECOGNIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF FREEDOM OF THE SEAS AND ESTABLISHED A SMALL NAVY THAT WAS LIMITED IN EVERY RESOURCE SAVE THE HONOR, COURAGE AND COMMITMENT OF ITS SAILORS. FROM THESE HUMBLE BEGINNINGS THE WORLD S GREATEST NAVY WAS BORN. THE BRAVERY THAT WON THE DAY FOR THE U.S. NAVY DURING THE REVOLUTION CONTINUES TODAY IN THE SAILORS ANSWERING THE NATION S CALL.  

2.  IN THE EARLY DAYS OF OUR REPUBLIC, THE USS BON HOMME RICHARD, USS CONSTITUTION AND THEIR SISTER SHIPS DEFEATED THE MOST POWERFUL NAVIES IN THE WORLD.  IN WORLD WAR II, THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR INSPIRED THE NAVY'S VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC. 

3.  THE LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE CONTINUES TO ENDURE AND IS ENHANCED TODAY AS COURAGEOUS MEN AND WOMEN WHO WEAR THE CLOTH OF OUR NATION AND FIGHT IN THE WAR ON TERROR AT SEA AND ASHORE.

4.  THROUGHOUT THE NAVY'S ILLUSTRIOUS HISTORY, IT HAS ADAPTED TO CHANGES IN TECHNOLOGY AND TACTICS YET THE CORE STRENGTH REMAINS THE SAME, OUR PEOPLE AND THEIR LEADERSHIP.  

5.  IN THE PAST YEAR THE WORLD HAS WITNESSED YOUR COURAGE AND YOUR COMPASSION, BOTH IN COMBAT AND HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS FROM WEST AFRICA THROUGH THE MIDDLE EAST, ASIA AND PACIFIC RIM.  

YOUR RAPID RESPONSE TOUCHED THE HEARTS OF MILLIONS AND SAVED COUNTLESS LIVES AS YOU SPED RELIEF TO BOTH THE VICTIMS OF THE TSUNAMI AND THE EARTHQUAKE IN SOUTH ASIA, AND YOUR FELLOW CITIZENS WHO SUFFERED IN THE WAKE OF HURRICANES KATRINA AND RITA THAT RAVAGED OUR GULF COAST.  

6.  YOUR PERFORMANCE HAS BEEN INSPIRING AND HAS SHOWN NOT ONLY AMERICA S MILITARY MIGHT, BUT THE IDEALS UPON WHICH OUR NATION IS BASED.  IT IS A PROFOUND HONOR AND PRIVILEGE TO SERVE WITH YOU.  HAPPY 230TH BIRTHDAY SHIPMATES!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES.

7.  THE HONORABLE GORDON R. ENGLAND, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY SENDS.  

