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The Navy Good Conduct Medal is second only to the Medal of Honor
as being the oldest, continuous, award for enlisted Sailors. The medal
was first authorized by Secretary of the Navy A.E. Borie in a Circular
Letter dated 26 April 1869.

The medal, then referred to as a good conduct badge, was awarded to
a Sailor at the end of his enlistment who"was “distinguished for
obedience, sobriety, and cleanliness, and ... proficient in seamanship
and gunnery”” When a Sailor earned three consecutive badges, and if
qualified, he was dble to re-enlist as a Petty Officer. | itially, Sailors
were given anothér medal for a subsequent award.- Later, Sailor’s
: received an enigraved bar to be worn with the original medal. The bar
tobe bronze,circular,and 32mm | Was engraved;gn the front with the name of the Sailor’s ship.

elobverse was encircled by a rope with a full rigged

by the words FIOELTY ZEAL | Erom 1860 until 1884, a red, white, and blue ribbon was worn with

r Continuous Service Certificate,

e‘fa:.rr'sn?vv:e/!hiname the Good Conduct Medal. In 1885, the color of the ribbon was
changed to afulld red.

During the early 1900s, Sailors received extra pay, 75-90 cents, each
month, for each'award. The time requirement to earn the medal has
varied over th}\vears from' simply completing an”enlistment, to
completing 3 or 4 years s of inuous active duty”

In 1962, Good Conduct Award-Certificates began to be issued with
the medal. Later, in 1963, the time required to earn the medal was
changed from three years to four years. However, in 1996, the
service required to earn the Navy Good Conduct Medal reverted back
to three years of continuous active service--with good conduct.
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http://www.history.navy.mil/medals/gem.htm




