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It is over halfway through the Golden Eagles WESTPAC 2004 deployment.  In P-3 tradition each of our detachment sites hosted an Over the Hump Party, marking the countdown to our squadron’s return to Kaneohe Bay.  Each site’s climate and restrictions created four unique parties.   The Golden Eagle Talon has pictures and stories from all of them so you may also share in our sailor’s liberty time.

Arabian Nights in Bahrain

The Bahrain Detachment Party was organized and hosted by IT2 Adrienne Charles.  Her core group of volunteers was YN2 Sherry, YN2 Capps, PR1 Koonce, and PN3 Weigel.  The evening’s theme was Arabian Nights keeping in spirit with the Middle Eastern location.  The dining room was decorated with sweeping streamers, and each table was individually decorated with beads, gold coins, and candies.  The guests were treated to a delicious buffet provided by MWR catering.  Throughout the evening a DJ kept the party going.  Over $300 in prizes was raffled off during the evening.  Gifts ranged from DVD players to personal spa kits!  

The finale of the evening was the result of a month long MWR auction to determine which squadron members would wear Arabian style costumes.  Over $100 dollars was raised for LCDR D. Scott to dress in an Arabian warrior costume, and over $300 for ENS Kalkas to appear in a genie costume.  Unfortunately, the pictures “failed” to develop of our auction winners in their costumes.
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Left: Skipper Urbano and CMC Davidson show his appreciation to IT2 Charles, YN2 Capps, and PR1 Koonce for their hard work planning the Party. 

Right: The Skipper and CMC award ENS Kalkas with his costume, and appreciate his sense of humor in raising money for MWR.

Backyard Barbeque in Diego

The Diego Garcia Detachment’s Party started early in the afternoon, and went well past sunset.  The CPO club catered chicken, ribs, and all the fixings to support a backyard barbeque theme.  The festivities were held at the Beach House and a large tent on the lawn.  It rained off and on, but didn’t slow our sailors from having a good time.  The volleyball tournament also endured the rain with one Golden Eagle team reaching the finals (CDR Urbano, CS1 Bishop, CS2 Ching, and IT2 Holden).  The unique sound of clanking metal echoed throughout the day, as squadron mates squared off for friendly games of horseshoes.  AT1 Alonzo set up a sound stage for guitar players and karaoke singers to demonstrate their talent.  A few lucky sailors also won electronic gear from the MWR prize raffle.  
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L: Rain can’t slow the party!

R: Volleyball finalists (IT2 Holden, CS1 Bishop, CS2 Ching, and CO)
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DJ, Petty Officer Culbreth spins the records as Petty Officer Long Gammon sing along in Diego Garcia.

Pool Party for CAC-9

CAC-9 and the Africa Detachment OIC, LCDR Wucher, may have had the fewest Golden Eagles at their deployment site, but celebrated their Over the Hump in style.  They rented out the MWR pool facility, and fired up the grills on the pool deck.  After enjoying a gut filling barbeque, the CAC-9 crew, led by LCDR Schlemmer and AE2 Bishop crew and Maintenance DET, led by ADC Shell and AM1 Eisele, faced off in some intense games of water volleyball.  The party went well into the evening, proving that even a small group of Golden Eagles make a strong showing. 
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LTJG Pete Bernier fires up the grill for his detachment’s party.
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CAC-9 enjoys the cool pool in the African heat with some water volleyball.

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month

The Multi-Cultural Committee of NSA Bahrain hosted “Fiesta Latina” on September 30th in the Desert Dome.  An authentic Spanish food buffet was prepared by MWR catering.  Chicken fricase, roast pork, yellow rice, and black beans were served in hardy portions.  After the food settled, DJ’s played salsa, meringue, bachata, and cumbia music.  Golden Eagles were among the 200 sailors that participated in the evening.  The event was part of Hispanic Heritage Month, and this year’s theme of “Valor Beyond Generations.”
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 (L-R) AD2 Sanchez, CMC Davidson, AT2 Batlle, SK3 Clark, and AN Coronado (VP-16) get ready to attack the buffet.
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 (L-R) AT2 Batlle, AD2 Sanchez, SK3 Clark
Thursday Night Bowling in Bahrain

Golden Eagle MWR, led by IT2 Adrienne Charles, organizes a bowling tournament each week.  Three teams square off for friendly competitions in the lanes.  Bowling skill isn’t always required, and just the desire to have a good time.  If the bowlers aren’t rolling that well, they can always cheer themselves up with a few scoops of Baskin Robins ice cream collocated at the facility.  ATC Atkinson has posted the highest score so far with, 178.  
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L:  PHAN Jackson demonstrates smooth bowling style even with rented shoes.

R:  Team Flight Engineer recruits Chief Atkinson, and post the high score for the night (L-R: AM1 Lambert, AE2 Sanders, AD1 Darr, AE2 Shaw, and ATC Atkinson)
Hunting Submarines with Pakistani Navy

CAC-3 and CAC-5 participated in the annual bilateral exercise, Operation Inspired Siren 04, with the Pakistani Navy.  VP-9 participated in three separate Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) events against a U.S. submarine.  The exercise was a big success with both crews earning critical qualifications.  Aircrews were challenged with long crew days transiting to the coast of Pakistan, and language barriers when communicating with the crew of the Pakistani Atlantique aircraft.   However, proving the interoperability between the two navies was rewarding.
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LCDR L. Scott preflights the crew’s sonobuoy load with AO2 Lundquist, as AW2 Kim, and Chief Mayer standby to load the ordnance.  In the background, AE1 Paolini prepares to fuel the aircraft.
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AT1 Sebelist, AW1 Delahunt, and AO3 Lane load buoys in the aircraft’s internal rack.
Maintenance Notes


Last issue, we were passing the 90-day deployed mark and getting ready for our Over-The-Hump party. On September 12th the maintenance spaces were closed for volleyball, horseshoes and karaoke.  Not even a few heavy downpours could slow us down.  As usual, everyone had a great time.  


After a day to recover it was back to work and fixing airplanes.  CAPT Moran, Commander, Patrol Wing and Reconnaissance TWO, stopped by for a HOWGOZIT.  AD2 Ubaldo Herrerasauceda and AD2 Robert Ritua were called forward during quarters and awarded Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals for their work in fixing 3 low efficiency motors on PD-921.  Their determination was key in troubleshooting the motors and saving VP-9 from having to replace all three motors.  


Shortly after aircraft 921 was fixed maintenance sent a Detachment to Adelaide, Australia, in support of TAMEX ‘04.  Our folks are working hard and those left behind expect some VB when the crew returns!  Also, aircraft PD-527 headed north to India in support of the MALABAR exercise.  This was the first time that a U.S. P-3C Orion has participated in the exercise from this location. 


The DGAR Maintenance Team is spread thin working in three locations.  We are excited to be able to get off the island and experience some different locations.  We hope that our loved ones back home are being safe and getting ready for our return.
A Note from Tactics

Greetings from Tactics once again!  Sunny Diego Garcia is as calm and pleasant as it has been for our entire deployment.  If it weren’t in the middle of nowhere, it might be a nice place to visit.  That being said, we’re inside of two months and eagerly looking forward to our return to Kaneohe in early December.

Team Tactics continues its quest to collect all the pertinent data from our det sites and integrate it into our day-to-day operations.  It has been very gratifying to see the hard work our department put into getting the squadron ready for deployment has manifested into the flawless performance of all of our crews.  We have learned a tremendous amount over the past four months.  Although we are looking forward to coming home, we continue to look towards the future and how we can apply our lessons learned during our home cycle to make our next deployment even more successful.

On a more personal note, the Tactics JO’s would like to extend a very sincere thank you to two of our leaders, LCDR Dave Perrin and LCDR Bill Schlemmer.  Their hard work, dedication and commitment to Team Tactics for the last several months have been inspirational to all.  LCDR Perrin has since moved on from VP-9 and has left an undeniable impression with everyone that he worked with.  His selflessness, team first mentality and overall knowledge will be sorely missed.  Although LCDR Schlemmer is still with us, he has left his post as our department head and moved over to lead the Training Department.  His presence, leadership and upbeat attitude made it a pleasure to come into Tactics day-in and day-out.  His guidance, sea stories and motivation will be missed in the office.

As we all change jobs relatively frequently while we are in the command, Tactics looks forward to the next installment of what is bound to be great leadership.  LCDR Jon Laubach will now take the reigns, bringing with him a world of experience and knowledge.  We welcome him in as the new leader of Team Tactics.

Command Services Department

Command Services Department continues to serve with excellent results. We have provided over 200 meals per day; an astounding number of sodas, candy bars, and other great snacks are available at all hours.  The World Famous Golden Eagle baking team sells out of fresh cookies and muffins daily. 

 We keep the menus fresh and innovative using local supplies and ingredients.  The favorites are beef and pork ribs, fried pork chops, and Kalua Pig.  We recently hosted Commodore Moran, CDR Smith (CO VP-4) and other guests from Patrol Wing TWO.  They were taken care of in awesome Golden Eagle style.

Amidst the busy work schedule, we are making great progress on personal qualifications.  BM2 Peek earned his EAWS wings, and others are quickly completing their PQS.  When CSD isn’t busy working we’ve enjoyed fishing trips, volleyball, soccer, and a few days on the beach.  The Command Services Department would like to thank each family member and friend who has supported us during this demanding deployment. We miss you all very much and we look forward to seeing you all very soon!!
Training Department Update

Greetings all!  Well, we’re over the halfway point and still charging hard.  Everyone is working to complete their required qualifications prior to returning home in order to have more time with family!  Recent detachments all over this part of the world have kept us on our toes and have given us a nice break from routine operations and training in Diego Garcia.  We hope everyone at home is doing well and keeping busy.  We will update you more next month!  

Congratulations to the newest qualified personnel:

EAWS 

AW2 Mile

AW2 Doan

FE Turn Qualified

AME3 Stair

Instructor Flight Engineer

AE2 Bishop

Instructor Pilot

LT Poiro

Patrol Plane Pilot

LTJG Metzler

Welcome aboard to AW3 Williams, LTJG Shafroth and LT Foster!  Good luck in the syllabus!

GOLDEN EAGLE DET AL UDEID

COMBINED AIR OPERATIONS CENTER

LCDR MARK MELSON, P3/EP3 CAOC LNO

AL UDEID AIR BASE, DOHA, QATAR


Greetings again from the CAOC here in the Qatari desert.  First, I want to say hello to my wife Stephanie back home.  We are four months into deployment and soon enough, we will be celebrating the holidays together at home.  I miss you and I love you – thanks for all the support you give me.  I hope you and Shelbs have a fun Halloween – I wish I could be there!

Life here remains extremely busy, but rewarding, as I provide tasking support and coordination for our aircrews that continue to support Operations IRAQI FREEDOM and ENDURING FREEDOM.  Our crews are doing a fantastic job and, despite being down here in “Air Force country”, our U.S. Navy P-3’s continue to be one of the most sought after assets in this theater of operations.  I look forward to LCDR Dan Espiritu arriving here soon – I know he will continue to keep the Golden Eagles looking good as we finish deployment.

On a lighter note, my experience down here in Qatar and doing some “cross-service” time has afforded me the opportunity to see how well all of our Armed Forces work together, despite some of our unique differences.  However, some of the recent Air Force directives limiting cookie and toilet paper usage (no, I’m not kidding) are entertaining, but make me thankful that I am part of the greatest Navy in the world!!

Stephanie – see you soon – I love you.  BBB

Thanks for Your Support

The squadron would like to thank the Officer Spouse’s Club for sending each of the eleven crews a care package.  The items inside were appreciated, and obviously well thought out.  Thank you so much from all of the Golden Eagles!
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      LCDR Scott and LTJG Metzler pose in front of CAC-3’s care package.

Sailor Spotlights
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AME2 Colasacco and AME1 Imperial take a quick break to hydrate at the North Ramp.
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Captain Moran, Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing TWO, presents PR1(AW) Koonce with his EAWS wings.

Parting Shot


OS1 Lyons bowls another strike on Thursday Night MWR Bowling

Thank You

A special thanks goes out this month from the staff of the Golden Eagle Talon to the Photographer’s Mates.  In Bahrain, PH3 Kraus and PHAN Jackson work long hours in the Intelligence shop, and one of them is at every Quarters, reenlistment, or squadron function providing excellent support.  In Diego Garcia, PH1 Haywood provides excellent photo coverage, and is the chairperson of the Cruise Book Committee.

