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THANK YOU,            , FOR THAT KIND INTRODUCTION.


DISTINGUISHED GUESTS – FELLOW SAILORS – FELLOW VETERANS 

– LADIES AND GENTLEMEN – FELLOW AMERICANS… IT IS AN HONOR 

AND PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO JOIN YOU TODAY.


BEFORE I GO ANY FURTHER – I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE 

ALL OF US… BUT MOST ESPECIALLY OUR FOUNDING FATHERS AND 

MOTHERS… ON A HISTORIC EVENT – THAT OCCURRED 229 YEARS AGO 

IN OCTOBER.  

IT WAS THE DAY THAT REDEEMED THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE… PROCLAIMED YEARS BEFORE.  A DAY MADE 

POSSIBLE ONLY BECAUSE OF THE AMERICAN VETERAN.

FOR THAT WAS THE DAY, 229 YEARS AGO – WHEN THE BRITISH 

FORCES UNDER LORD CORNWALLIS SURRENDERED - TO THE ARMIES 

OF GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE COUNT OF 

ROCHAMBEAU.  


IN AN EARLY DEMONSTRATION OF "JOINT OPERATIONS" – A 

FRENCH FLEET UNDER ADMIRAL COMPTE DE GRASS FOUGHT OFF A 

BRITISH NAVY FLEET - AND COMMANDED THE ENTRANCE TO 

CHESAPEAKE BAY.


THUS, CORNWALLIS WAS SURROUNDED ON LAND – AND COULD 

EXPECT NO HELP BY SEA.  HE SURRENDERED HIS ARMY - ON THE 19TH 

OF OCTOBER, 1781.  

THE DAY WAS A FRIDAY.  THE DEFEATED BRITISH GENERAL 

TENDERED HIS SWORD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.  A BRITISH 

MILITARY BAND PLAYED A POPULAR  SONG -  "THE WORLD TURNED 

UPSIDE DOWN".


THAT CEREMONY WAS THE EFFECTIVE END OF OUR WAR FOR 

INDEPENDENCE.  IT COULD BE CONSIDERED THE REAL BIRTHDAY OF 

AMERICA.  

IT WAS MORE THAN SIX YEARS AFTER LEXINGTON AND CONCORD 

– AND FIVE SINCE THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.  LONG, HARD, 

BITTER YEARS - OF FIGHTING, SACRIFICE, AND SUFFERING.  

OUR YOUNG CITIES BURNED – HOMES, BARNS, AND CROPS LAID 

WASTE AND PILLAGED – WIDOWS AND ORPHANS LEFT HOMELESS - TO 

TRY AND SCRATCH SOME MEAGER FOOD FROM BARREN FIELDS.


COLD, HUNGRY, AND RAGGED – EXTENDING DOWN THE EASTERN 

SEABOARD FROM THE BORDER OF CANADA TO FLORIDA – THE HOME 

FRONT AND THE FIGHTING FRONT WERE THE SAME PLACES.  

AMERICAN WARRIORS AND CIVILIANS ALIKE - SHARED IN THEIR 

MISERY AND DESOLATION… BUT ALSO IN THEIR TREMENDOUS 

DETERMINATION TO GO ON.


UNCOUNTABLE THOUSANDS OF AMERICAN WARRIORS – 

SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AND MARINES – HAD BEEN KILLED OR WOUNDED.

OR POSSIBLY EVEN WORSE… TAKEN AS PRISONERS OF WAR, 

AND TREATED AS TRAITORS – TO FREEZE, STARVE, SICKEN, AND DIE IN 

FILTHY CAMPS - OR ON ROTTEN HULKS OF SHIPS LEFT IN THE MIDDLE 

OF HARBORS.

THOSE VETERANS – OUR FIRST P.O.W.'S - OFTEN GO UN-

REMEMBERED NOW.  WE SHOULD RE-REMEMBER THOSE GALLANT 

VETERANS – FOR THEIR SERVICE AND SACRIFICE.  THEY GAVE THEIR 

LIVES FOR OUR COUNTRY


LIFE IN THOSE DAYS - WAS MUCH MORE STERN AND 

UNFORGIVING AT THE BEST OF TIMES.  TO EARN A LIVING – FROM THE 

SOIL, OR MORE RARELY, IN TRADE OR BUSINESS --- REQUIRED BACK-

BREAKING WORK, FROM DAWN TO DUSK – WITH ONE DAY OF REST A 

LUXURY THAT FEW COULD OFTEN AFFORD.


PRIMITIVE TOOLS AND THE MUSCLE-POWER OF MAN, WOMAN, 

AND BEAST WERE ALL THEY HAD.

ENEMIES ABOUNDED, EVEN IN PEACE – MICROBES AND 

INFECTIONS OF ALL KINDS, HOSTILE INDIANS, FREQUENT WORK 

ACCIDENTS - WHICH WERE OFTEN LETHAL OR CRIPPLING.  MEDICAL 

SCIENCE WAS STILL IN THE DARK AGES.

AN INFECTED CUT COULD KILL A STRONG MAN – AND EVERY 

CHILDBIRTH WAS ALWAYS LIFE-THREATENING - TO MOTHER AND 

INFANT ALIKE.  

THE MERE SURVIVAL OF OUR REVOLUTIONARY ANCESTORS WAS 

A DIFFICULT, DANGEROUS PROPOSITION.

AND YET, THEY TOOK UPON THEMSELVES THE MIGHTY SCOURGE 

OF WAR – KNOWING FULL WELL THE HEAVY COSTS.  

THE SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE - ALSO 

KNEW FULL WELL – THAT THEY FACED DEATH BY HANGING AS 

TRAITORS – IF WE LOST THE WAR.  AMERICAN PATRIOTS, WOMEN AND 

MEN – MIGHT LOSE ALL THEY HAD LABORIOUSLY HACKED OUT OF THE 

WILDERNESS… AND MANY DID.


JOHN ADAMS WROTE HIS WIFE, ABIGAIL, 

"I AM WELL AWARE OF THE TOIL AND BLOOD AND TREASURE – IT 

WILL COST US - TO MAINTAIN [THE] DECLARATION.  YET THROUGH THE 

GLOOM – I CAN SEE THE RAYS OF RAVISHING LIGHT AND GLORY.  I CAN 

SEE THE END - IS MORE THAN WORTH - ALL THE MEANS."


ABIGAIL WROTE BACK TO HIM --- "POSTERITY WHO ARE TO REAP 

THE BLESSINGS – WILL SCARCELY BE ABLE TO CONCEIVE [OF] THE 

HARDSHIPS AND SUFFERINGS OF THEIR ANCESTORS."


THERE WAS NO EXAGGERATION HERE.  NONE WAS NECESSARY.  

THE CITIZENS – SOLDIERS – SAILORS – AND MARINES - OF THE FORCES 

OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS AND GEORGE WASHINGTON … HAD 

TO FIGHT THEIR WAY TO FREEDOM – AGAINST ALL THE ODDS - AGAINST 

THE MOST POWERFUL NATION IN THE WORLD OF THE TIME.


GEORGE WASHINGTON WAS OUR FIRST GENERAL – OUR FIRST 

PRESIDENT – OUR FIRST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.  HE LED THE FIRST 

AMERICAN VETERANS – AND CITIZENS.  HE TOLD HIS SOLDIERS, 

BEFORE THE BATTLE OF LONG ISLAND, "THE FATE OF GENERATIONS 

YET UNBORN - DEPEND UPON WHAT WE DO HERE TODAY."

THE FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY TOLD THE TRUTH, AS USUAL.

HE AND HIS SOLDIERS DIDN'T WIN THE BATTLE – BUT THEY 

FOUGHT HARD AND FAITHFULLY – AND NEVER GAVE UP.  

HONOR, COURAGE AND, COMMITMENT - BROUGHT THEM TO THAT 

DAY, 229 YEARS AGO – WHEN THE LAST MAJOR ENEMY FORCE WAS 

EXPELLED FROM THE NEW COUNTRY, CALLED, "THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA".  WE ARE HERE TODAY – BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY DID, LONG 

AGO.

IT TOOK ANOTHER TWO YEARS FOR THE OFFICIAL TREATY OF 

PEACE TO BE SIGNED – WITH BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND OTHERS OF 

OUR GENIUS FOUNDING FATHERS - NEGOTIATING WISELY, FROM A 

POSITION OF WEAKNESS - BETWEEN THE TWO GREAT POWERS OF 

EUROPE – ENGLAND AND FRANCE.  

NEITHER COUNTRY, THOUGH ONE WAS AN ALLY – WERE 

INTERESTED IN THE WELFARE OF OUR INFANT COUNTRY.  OUR 

FOUNDERS – AND OUR FIGHTERS – HAD ONLY THEMSELVES, THEIR 

UNION, AND EACH OTHER - TO HELP THEM.

WE ARE, ALL OF US, THEIR DIRECT DESCENDENTS – THEIR 

"POSTERITY", IN ABIGAIL ADAMS' TERM – NO MATTER IF WE CAN TRACE 

OUR ROOTS HERE THROUGH CENTURIES – OR BY A MATTER OF MERE 

MONTHS.  THAT'S THE WAY AMERICA WORKS.

FINALLY, AFTER YEARS OF LOSS AND ENDURANCE – THE 

SURRENDER AT YORKTOWN GAVE US OUR OWN NATION.  THE FOURTH 

OF JULY WAS A WONDERFUL PROMISE – A HOPE AND A PRAYER.  THE 

19TH OF OCTOBER – WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PLEDGE IN THE 

DECLARATION… TO OURSELVES, AND THE WHOLE WORLD.

AMERICAN VETERANS – BOTH MEN AND WOMEN – SACRIFICED 

GREATLY TO REACH THE VICTORY AT YORKTOWN.  NOW, TWO 

CENTURIES LATER – WE ARE THE PROUD INHERITORS OF THEIR 

STRUGGLE AND SUCCESS. 


THE VETERANS OF YESTERDAY – AND TODAY – HAVE THE HONOR 

OF BEING IN THE LINE OF SUCCESSION – THAT BEGAN WITH THE 

VETERANS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON.


BUT MUSTERED OUT VETERANS' SERVICE TO FLAG AND COUNTRY  – 

HAS NEVER ENDED WITH MILITARY SERVICE.  

IN MANY DIFFERENT WAYS – BY SERVICE TO FELLOW-VETERANS, TO 

AMERICAN YOUTH, TO THEIR LOCAL AND NATIONAL COMMUNITY, TO THEIR 

COUNTRY'S SACRED TRADITIONS… 

… THEY – YOU… KEEP BRIGHT AND ALIVE - ALL THAT MAKES AMERICA 

THE GREAT AND STRONG COUNTRY IT IS – AND WILL BE . 






[… pause …]



WILL BE.  WILL BE.  THOSE ARE TWO IMPORTANT WORDS TO CONJURE 

WITH.  

AMERICA IS THE LAND OF THE FUTURE.  OF HOPE, PROGRESS, AND 

COURAGE.  OVER THE YEARS – VETERANS AND CITIZENS HAVE MADE OUR 

NATION STRONG AND GOOD – PROSPEROUS AND BEAUTIFUL – BEYOND EVEN 

THE DREAMS OF "LIGHT AND GLORY" THAT OUR FOUNDERS HAD.






[… pause …]

AT THE END OF AN EIGHT-YEAR LONG WAR – AND, LATER, THE 

CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF RIGHTS – OUR COUNTRY ACHIEVED SOMETHING 

NEVER SEEN BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD SINCE THE ANCIENT 

GREEKS – A DEMOCRACY.  A  REPUBLIC.  DEEPLY FLAWED THOUGH IT WAS.  

NOT FOR NOTHING - DID OUR FOUNDERS TAKE AS THEIR MOTTO THE 

LATIN PHRASE MEANING – "A NEW AGE NOW BEGINS".

TODAY, WE CELEBRATE AMERICAN VETERANS – WHOSE SERVICE MADE 

POSSIBLE - THE CREATION AND SECURITY OF AMERICA.  FROM OUR 

INDEPENDENCE – THROUGH ALL THE WARS SINCE … AND SMALL, BUT LETHAL 

CAMPAIGNS ACROSS THE WORLD - VETERANS HAVE SERVED, AND 

PRESERVED, AMERICA.

WE CAN TAKE STRENGTH AND INSPIRATION - FROM THOSE WHO 

STRUGGLED FOR US, THEIR POSTERITY.  

THEIR DETERMINATION IS AN EXAMPLE TO ALL AMERICANS – AS WE GO 

FORWARD INTO A DANGEROUS AND UNKNOWN FUTURE.  THE YOUNG 

VETERANS OF THE YEAR 2010 – YOUR DESCENDANTS – ARE CONTINUING THE 

MISSIONS OF DEFENDING AMERICA.






[… pause …]


NOW WE ARE AT WAR AGAIN.  


WE WILL NEED NEW GEORGE WASHINGTONS – AND MARTHA 

WASHINGTONS, TOO… MARTHA WAS ON CAMPAIGN WITH HER HUSBAND FOR 

MUCH OF THE WAR – SHARING THE DANGERS AND PRIVATIONS.  WE NEED – 

AS MUCH AS EVER - NEW VETERANS WITH THE SPIRIT AND STRENGTH OF THE 

FIRST PATRIOTS.

THE NAVY/MARINE CORPS MISSION – AND OUR SISTER SERVICES... IN 

DEFENSE OF AMERICA - IN OBEDIENCE TO OUR LAWFUL ELECTED 

AUTHORITIES  - AND TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.  

THAT HAS BEEN OUR REASON FOR BEING, FROM THE FIRST MOMENT 

OF OUR FOUNDING.  THAT MISSION CONTINUES.

IT IS A HARD FACT OF MILITARY SERVICE IN A TIME OF WAR THAT WE WILL LOSE SOME OF 

OUR YOUNG VETERANS – TO  CRIPPLING INJURY OR DEATH.  

EVERY DAY, NEW MISSIONS ARE ONGOING – NEW HARDSHIPS ARE 

BEING ENDURED – NEW DANGERS BRAVED… BY VETERANS WHO SERVE AND 

PROTECT THE NATION, AND THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS.

MORE THAN EVER - WE NEED THE PROTECTION AND SECURITY THAT 

ONLY A HEALTHY, STRONG AMERICAN MILITARY CAN PROVIDE - AND IN THE 

VANGUARD - A FORWARD-DEPLOYED, FULLY EQUIPPED, EXPERTLY TRAINED - 

READY AND EFFECTIVE U.S. NAVY.

YOUR NAVY, A GLOBAL FORCE FOR GOOD,  IS WORKING TIRELESSLY AROUND THE CLOCK ALL OVER THE WORLD EXECUTING THE MARITIME STRATEGY.  THROUGH THEIR FORWARD PRESENCE, YOUR SAILORS ARE DETERRIN AGRESSION, PROJECTING POWER, CONTOLLING THE SEAS, PROVIDING MARITIME SECURITY, AND SUPPLYING  HUMANITARIAN RELIEF AND DISASTER RESPONSE.
THEY WILL MAINTAIN OUR SECURITY – ENSURE THE FUTURE – AND 

PROTECT OUR FELLOW AMERICANS.

WE ARE ALL HONORED – AND BLESSED - BY THE SERVICE AND 

SACRIFICE OF THE MEN AND WOMEN IN OUR ARMED FORCES.

FROM 1775 – TO 2010 – VETERANS HAVE CARRIED THE NATION 

FORWARD.  THEY DO SO TODAY – IN A GALLANT TRADITION MORE THAN TWO-AND-A-

QUARTER CENTURIES OLD.

BY REMAINING TRUE TO THE DREAMS OF OUR FOUNDERS – FAITHFUL 

TO THE FLAG – AND WITH THEIR TRADITIONAL COURAGE… THE AMERICAN 

VETERAN - AND THE COUNTRY THEY SERVE - WILL NOT MERELY ENDURE... 

WITH THE BLESSINGS OF PROVIDENCE - THEY WILL PREVAIL. 
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