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Reporter: I would like to know you’re impressions about the Chilean Navy and how much you consider our navy as an allied force?
CNO: I’m very impressed with your navy. I have been working with your navy for several years and the professionalism, the pride, the high standards, have been apparent to me since I first began working with your navy. But this is my first visit to Chile, and I had the opportunity to visit the ships that are here.  I was extremely impressed with the sailors that I met, the leadership, the captains of the ships. Admiral Codina is leading a very, very impressive navy. I’ve also been impressed with the recapitalization or the modernizing of the fleet. The capabilities that I saw, the way that the Chilean Navy has used Chilean industry to improve, particularly the interoperability of systems. I’ve been very impressed.

Reporter: According to your opinion, does the Chilean Navy have a role to play in the Western Hemisphere?

CNO: I believe the Chilean Navy has an important role to play in ensuring the safety and security of the sea lanes in the Western Hemisphere.  It’s important to all of us. And I think Exponaval is a perfect example of how navies and maritime forces can come together to discuss the issues we see in the future, how we can work more closely together. And I believe that in the Western Hemisphere, Chile – and the navy that Chile has – is going to be very, very important to the safety and security of the Western Hemisphere.

Reporter: Are there any plans considered by the U.S. Navy in order to increase cooperation with our navy in terms of training and equipment?

CNO: One of the reasons why we have seminars like this – or forums like this – is to explore ways that we can work more closely together, explore ways that we can find more activities that we can participate in that are acceptable to the countries that are involved.  So coming here, I believe that we have expanded the ideas, the thinking. The other aspect of being here at Exponaval is, as you’ve seen, all of the industry representatives – and you know navies are very technological.  So being able to come together as leaders of our navies in this hemisphere, and then being able to see the types of technologies and capabilities that exist – and where industry is thinking about in the future – I think when those two things come together your imaginations can add to the ideas and I think they’ll be plenty of opportunities to do more. 
Reporter: Do you believe the US Navy and the Chilean Navy can go beyond exercises like RIMPAC or PANAMAX today and move to conducting operations together in the near future.

CNO: Well I think one of the things that doing exercises like RIMPAC and PANAMAX allows our navies to do is develop procedures in how to operate together. And it allows our leaders at all levels in our Navy to get to know one another on a personal level and build the trust that is so important when you’re conducting operations at sea.   And from that it opens up opportunities for us to be more effective in areas such as maritime security, for example humanitarian assistance. The nature of the operations – or the exercises – that we conduct, and the trust that we build and the familiarity that we develop with one another’s systems and procedures – when you are faced with a need such as humanitarian assistance – makes it so much easier to come together. I was in the Pacific during the Tsunami of 2004 and I remember getting the first phone call that said we’ve had an earthquake in Indonesia.  But we had no idea that it would become one of the most significant natural disasters in recent history. And it was clear to me at that time, that had we as navies in the Pacific been operating and exercising more closely, we could have responded perhaps more quickly. And that’s why I place such great importance on exercises – on discussions like we have here – because we don’t know when the next natural disaster will hit and we don’t know when our ships will meet at sea and have to do something together.  If we’ve practiced, if we’ve gotten to know one another, we will be more successful in the future.
Reporter: Is the U.S. Navy concerned about the current exercises between the Venezuelan and Russian navies in the Caribbean waters?

CNO: I’m not concerned about that. Navies can operate in ways that they do. I think it’s important that whenever we come together and exercise and operate, it should be for positive reasons: to improve capabilities, to improve safety and security on the oceans. But I’m not concerned with those exercises.

Reporter: What are the main threats imposed today to maritime security in the Western Hemisphere?

CNO: I would say the Western Hemisphere – as I look at it – when I look at the world at large, the Western Hemisphere does not have many of the threats that exist elsewhere. We in the Western Hemisphere are not seeing, for example, the piracy that is taking place in and around Somalia. There are significant problems with trafficking in drugs, and that’s a problem for all countries because it gets to our societies and drugs are a very poisonous thing. So I would say that is one of the greatest threats that we face. But if we can understand what is moving on the oceans and we share that information and we’re able to cooperate together, it doesn’t make any difference if it’s drugs, or it’s trafficking in people, or it’s piracy. If we understand how to cooperate, how to work together, we’re going to be more effective in developing safety and security wherever it may be in the world.
Reporter: What is the main purpose of the Fourth Fleet?

CNO: The main purpose of the Fourth Fleet is so that we can provide better command of the activities that we pursue. The Fourth Fleet has no ships, the Fourth Fleet has no airplanes, the Fourth Fleet has no submarines.  But they are able to organize and to conduct operations in the same way that we do everywhere else in the world. And I believe if you look at what Fourth Fleet has done in the last seven or eight months – significant humanitarian assistance, significant disaster relief, significant exercises that have improved our capabilities to operate together – all very positive things. Fourth Fleet is a way to be more effective in conducting those types of operations.

Reporter: Excellent. Thank you very much.

Reporter: Concerning the news, the Russian presence has increased in the Caribbean and in Venezuela. They have a task force, I think, as we speak. My first question is how does this affect the U.S. Navy in particular, and what do you consider should be the reactions of Latin American navies.

CNO: Well, as I see it the Russian Navy and Venezuelan Navy are exercising together. If it’s for positive reasons...I think I don’t have any concerns about that. Navies operate globally. The Russian Navy has not been in the Caribbean or even in the South Atlantic in any great frequency so I’m not concerned about the activities that are taking place.
Reporter: The Chilean Navy is planning to replace the transport ship in the future, in the next decade. Is it possible for the U.S. to transfer this kind of ship to the Chile?

CNO: What kind of ship?

Reporter: It’s an amphibious transport ship.

CNO: That’s a matter that I think you should talk to the Chilean Navy about. Because every navy has to take a look at what its needs are, it must assess its budget, and then it has to conform with strategic interests of the nation.
Reporter: Do you have plans to have this kind of ship?

CNO: We are always willing to work with our friends and see how we might be able to help, but that’s something that we have to discuss in the future.

Reporter: I would like to talk about the Fourth Fleet, and some governments in the region do not like the U.S. presence in Latin America. What do you think about that?

CNO: I think that the activities that we have been conducting in the Western Hemisphere – the exercises such as UNITAS and PANAMAX, the humanitarian assistance missions that we have been conducting with our hospital ship, with USS Kearsarge – I think are very positive because they bring assistance and help to many people who do not have access, for example, to the medical capabilities. They allow our navies to come together and practice things that navies must practice: how to work together at sea, how to communicate, making sure our systems can work well together when we have to communicate. So I think that the activities that have been taking place are very positive and very constructive to the safety and security in the Western Hemisphere. The establishment of Fourth Fleet adds to the ability to conduct these operations in a very effective way. Fourth Fleet has no ships, Fourth Fleet has no airplanes, Fourth Fleet has no submarines. Fourth Fleet is a way of being able to bring the participants and activities together in a way that’s more effective than if it did not happen. Fourth Fleet is the same organization that we have around the world that conducts operations around the world. And when I became the Chief of Naval Operations, I thought it was very unusual that in our own hemisphere we did not have an organization that was as effective as in other places in the world. And that was why shortly after becoming chief of my Navy we established Fourth Fleet and worked very closely with U.S. Southern Command in establishing Fourth Fleet and I believe the work that they have done since they have been established have done very, very positive things for the hemisphere.
Reporter: What are your expectations for this visit to Exponaval?

CNO:  Well, first off Exponaval is great, great exposition. It is well organized, it is extremely well attended. And the atmosphere and the cooperation and the friendship among the participants at Exponaval, I think are very, very positive. I offer my greatest congratulations to Admiral Codina and the Chilean Navy for putting together an opportunity for the leaders of the navies in our hemisphere to have a place where we can come together and talk about how we can work more closely together. How we can improve the safety and security. How we can be better prepared to respond when things happen that – as we have seen in the world we live in today – we don’t know when they are going to happen. 
As I have mentioned on a couple of occasions, I was in the Pacific when the tsunami of 2004 came. We did not know that was coming. And we responded and together as many navies, many nations put together the most significant and largest relief effort in history. Its activities like Exponaval that allow us to talk about what we learned, look to the future and make sure that we can be better prepared for things that take place in the world in which we live today. 
Reporter: We, Chilean Navy and U.S. Navy have been operating on a regular basis with impact team of south who deployed a submarine to Hawaii for three or four months. 
CNO: Submarine to San Diego.

Reporter: You’re absolutely right. It was a frigate [in Hawaii].

CNO: Right.

Reporter: My question here is, you are the biggest fleet in the world and we are a very small navy. What are the benefits that U.S. Navy has by operating with a third world Chilean Navy?
CNO: The first thing I would say is the Chilean Navy is a very capable navy. It’s a very modern Navy, it’s a very well-led navy. Yesterday in my visits to your ships, it is a professional and very proud navy. And even though the Chilean Navy may not be as large as the United States Navy it is professional, it is very competent. It is very, very capable. And for us to be able to work together we both learn from one another. I have been impressed by your navy for many years. And as you have said, you deployed a submarine to our country. Your participation in the RIMPAC exercise – Rim of the Pacific Exercise – is at an extremely high level of naval professionalism. So, size, there is a difference, but in professionalism and competence and in the pride that we wear this uniform of our navies, I feel very, very close to your Navy and I’m proud to be able to work closely with them.
Sixth Reporter: PANAMAX and the role of Chile, what can you tell us about this?

CNO: Well I think PANAMAX is an important exercise because it allows the navies of the region to work together and practice together to make sure the sea lanes of communication, the sea lanes that allow commerce to move – which feed the prosperity of all of our countries in the hemisphere – it allows navies to come together and practice being able to ensure that we can guarantee the safety and security of the important shipping lanes of this hemisphere. Our ability to do that gets better the more we practice. Navies are teams and one would not expect a football team to go out and take the field without practice. When we talk about the safety, the security, the prosperity of our countries...that’s more important than a football game. It’s important that we practice, that we get to know one another, that we build trust. And something that’s always been very, very important for me is that we should use every opportunity for our young people in our navies to get to know one another. Admiral Codina and I met when we are – I still think I’m still a young man – but we are advanced in age. I want someday someone who has my job and someone who has Admiral Codina’s job to have known one another for twenty, twenty five years. And so when we come together and we exercise and our young sailors and young officers meet one another for the first time, I hope that is a friendship that lasts a lifetime. And from that lifetime of friendship comes trust and a willingness to work together, and an understanding of one another’s navies, of one another’s countries that can only be a positive thing in the world that we live today. When we do come together we practice our skills at sea as professional sailors but it also gives us opportunities for our people to meet, to become friends and to become friends for a lifetime. 
Reporter: What do you think about embracing the influence of Russia and America?
CNO: As we’ve seen, Russia has made a deployment with a couple other ships down to work with Venezuela. They are exercising with the Venezuelan Navy. That does not bother me at all. They are not a permanent presence in this hemisphere and we will see how the exercise turns out.
