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Navy Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response to Bangladesh   

“We extend our condolences to the people of Bangladesh.  The Navy and Marine Corps Team have a long history of 
providing humanitarian assistance following natural disasters.  Our ability to be on station within 24 hours of receiving the 

Government of Bangladesh’s request for assistance demonstrates our forces’ flexibility in accomplishing the multiple 
missions of our Maritime Strategy.” 

-- Adm. Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 
 

On 15 November, Cyclone Sidr struck southern Bangladesh with winds over 155 miles per hour.  As of 27 
November, there are more than 3,200 dead, more than 1.2 million homes destroyed and more than 6.8 million people 
affected.  In support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and in cooperation with 
the humanitarian community and Bangladesh government, DoD is providing humanitarian assistance to reduce 
further loss of life and mitigate human suffering. 
 

The Navy and Marine Corps Contribution (as of 27 Nov) 
Naval forces meet requirements at the request of the Bangladesh government.  To date, water distribution is the 
Bangladesh government’s top priority. 

• U.S. Pacific Command sent a 23-person Marine humanitarian assistance survey team to Bangladesh to assess 
support requirements with the Bangladesh military immediately following Sidr’s landfall. 

• The 3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade staff initially worked with American Embassy staff, Bangladesh 
military and government representatives to develop the concept for movement and distribution of relief 
supplies. 

• USS Kearsarge, with 16 heavy-lift helicopters and the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit embarked, was on 
station 23 November.  Twenty relief sorties have already occurred. 

o Kearsarge started the airlift of 5,000 20-liter water containers to the most affected areas along the 
southern coast. 

o Water distribution operations began 25 November, with 21,451 liters of water delivered to date. 
o The operations plan calls for movement and distribution of approximately 160 tons of humanitarian 

aid supplies by the end of the week.  We have distributed 816 kg (1,800 lbs) of medical supplies to 
date. 

 

Executing the Maritime Strategy 
• Cyclone Sidr and other events requiring humanitarian assistance and disaster response demonstrates our 

ability and need to work cooperatively with other military forces and non-governmental organizations. 
• Building relationships is a continuous process.  Training exercises such as AMAN 2007 in March provided an 

opportunity for the Navy to work directly with the Bangladesh military. 
 

For more information and photos, visit http://www.pacom.mil/ and www.navy.mil. 
 

KKKeeeyyy   MMMeeessssssaaagggeeesss    FFFaaaccctttsss   &&&   FFFiiiggguuurrreeesss    

• Building on relationships through humanitarian 
assistance and disaster response is an important 
element in executing our new Maritime Strategy. 

• Our ability to move forces quickly around the world 
places us in a unique position to provide assistance. 

• Interoperability with partner’s military forces and non-
governmental organizations enables us to respond to 
disasters like Cyclone Sidr. 

• Majority of Bangladesh population (150 million) lives 
close to the country’s 580 km of coastline. 

• 83% of population is Muslim, 2/3 of the population is 
employed in the agricultural sector. 

• Bangladesh has been independent since 1971 and is 
the 2nd largest contributor of forces to U.N. 
peacekeeping operations. 
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