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Expeditionary Diving – Mobile Diving and Salvage & Underwater Construction 
“Mobile Diving and Salvage and Underwater Construction are both critical expeditionary capabilities that enable our nation’s 

Maritime Strategy, from combat operations to humanitarian assistance.” 
– Rear Adm. Mike Tillotson, Commander, Navy Expeditionary Combat Command 

Navy expeditionary diving includes two distinct groups of divers -- Mobile Diving and Salvage (MDS) divers and 
Underwater Construction divers -- each with individual skill sets.  Underwater Construction divers are Seabees who 
are dive qualified while MDS divers are the Sailors of the Navy Diver rating.  
Key Combat Enablers in the Littorals 

• MDS forces conduct operations to defend against threats in the near coast, inshore and harbor/port 
environments.  MDS units provide theater Naval Component Commanders with forces capable of 
performing missions in the core competencies of Expeditionary Diving and Salvage. 

• Underwater Construction Teams (UCTs) conduct construction, inspection and repair of ocean facilities such 
as wharves, piers, underwater pipelines, moorings and boat ramps. 

Executing the Maritime Strategy 
• MDS capabilities are critical in supporting all aspects of expeditionary warfare as they relate to vital salvage, 

recovery and clearance operations that maintain strategic lines of communication. 
• As part of the Naval Construction Force, UCTs are the only forces that bring organic underwater 

construction capabilities and equipment to both conventional and Special Operations forces in the battlefield.  
UCT One and Two have deployed multiple times in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom providing underwater engineering capability, and constructing boat ramps and floating piers in Iraq, 
the Philippines, Kenya and Gulf of Guinea. 

• Combat salvors from MDS Units (MDSU) One and Two are a rapidly deployable force that mobilizes and 
deploys, individually or as part of an adaptive force package.  MDSU deployed for Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts, the Minneapolis I-35 bridge recovery, the salvage of Juliett 484, and conducted an assessment of the 
People’s Republic of China flagged vessel Tong Cheng. They have also deployed in support of Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command recovery missions, and removed hazards to navigation from Saipan. 

 Building Capacity with Partner Nations 
• In support of Central and Pacific Commands, MDS companies conduct joint capacity building missions with 

partner nations and provide anti-terrorism/force protection diving personnel to protect deployed assets.  
• UCTs engage in Theater Security Cooperation exercises such as Sea Breeze in Europe, Africa Partnership 

Station, West Africa Training Cruise, and Balikatan in the Philippines. 
• Through Navy Diver – Global Fleet Station, MDSU Two and UCT divers are currently deployed supporting 

Southern Command, providing partner nation support and training in the requisite skills to maintain their 
maritime commerce and protect critical infrastructure from attack.   

KKKeeeyyy   MMMeeessssssaaagggeeesss    FFFaaaccctttsss   &&&   FFFiiiggguuurrreeesss    

• MDS and UCT forces contribute to the Maritime 
Strategy and major combat operations by deploying in 
support of Homeland Defense/GWOT, Theater 
Security Cooperation and HA/DR. 

• UCTs construct and repair structures in and around 
water, enhancing the capability of expeditionary forces 
and equipment to move from the sea to the shore. 

• MDS divers integrate into EOD platoons to clear 
hazards that result in coalition forces’ unimpeded 
movement throughout the battlespace.  

• Last year, Navy Divers and UCTs operated in more 
than 42 countries worldwide.  

• The Navy Diver rating includes more than 1,000 
personnel assigned to NECC, SPECWAR, NAVSEA, 
USMC, NETC, NEDU, NAVAIR and SUBFOR.  

• The UCT community has 130 Seabee Divers who 
serve at two UCTs, Naval Construction Regiments, 
and several other Navy commands. 

• The original Seabee diving teams were formed during 
World War II.  
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