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“Taking care of the coastlines is both a service to the environment and a source of pride for our Sailors and civilians. It can
also help families teach their young children to appreciate and respect our nation’s waterways.”
— Rear Admiral Larry Rice, Director of Environmental Readiness, Chief of Naval Operations

Because the Navy is a seagoing force, many of our environmental initiatives focus on ocean stewardship, and we seck
opportunities to control our ecological footprint in relation to marine life, coastal impacts, and water quality.
Demonstrating Navy’s commitment to ocean stewardship

e With our primary mission to defend the United States and our allies at sea, the U.S. Navy also has a
responsibility to serve as a good steward of the environment, especially the oceans.

e We have installed technology aboard our ships to keep plastics out of the ocean and safely manage our
biodegradable waste stream.

e Navy installations and ship crews frequently partner with local communities on volunteer shoreline cleanup
projects. And we look for opportunities to work with non-governmental organizations on stewardship
projects, especially those that restore and preserve the health of the oceans.

Working with others to cleanup our coasts

e Trash in the oceans kills more than a million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals and turtles through
entanglement and ingestion each year. (Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup Report 2007)

® Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) is a year-round endeavor to keep oceans free from
trash and safer for people and animals. Its mission is to engage people to remove debris from the world’s
beaches and waterways, identify the sources of debris, and change behaviors that cause pollution. The
flagship event, held yearly in September, is the largest single-day volunteer event to protect oceans and
waterways.

e During the flagship event, volunteers record each piece of trash picked up at sites around the world. The
conservancy publishes a report about the findings. The report reveals the hazards of marine debris and why
everyone should take responsibility for protecting beaches and waterways year-round.

e Navy personnel are encouraged to participate for the 2008 International Coastal Cleanup, to be held on
September 20. To register, log onto www.coastalcleanup.org.
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