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MMMeeedddaaalll   ooofff   HHHooonnnooorrr   –––   MMMAAA222   (((SSSeeeaaa,,,   AAAiiirrr   aaannnddd   LLLaaannnddd)))   MMMiiiccchhhaaaeeelll   AAA...   MMMooonnnsssoooooorrr   
“For his valor, Michael Monsoor becomes the fourth Medal of Honor recipient in the war on terror. Like the three 
men who came before him, Mike left us far too early. But time will not diminish his legacy. We see his legacy in 
the SEALs whose lives he saved. We see his legacy in the city of Ramadi, which has gone from one of the most 

dangerous places in Iraq to one of the safest. We see his legacy in the family that stands before us filled with 
grief, but also with everlasting pride.” 

-- President George W. Bush 
 

On April 8, President Bush presented the Medal of Honor to the family of Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael 
Monsoor at a White House ceremony.  Monsoor received the Medal of Honor for actions noted in the 
following citation: 

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as 
Automatic Weapons Gunner for Naval Special Warfare Task Group Arabian Peninsula, in support of 
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM on 29 September 2006.  

As a member of a combined SEAL and Iraqi Army sniper overwatch element, tasked with providing early 
warning and stand-off protection from a rooftop in an insurgent-held sector of Ar Ramadi, Iraq, Petty Officer 
Monsoor distinguished himself by his exceptional bravery in the face of grave danger.  

In the early morning, insurgents prepared to execute a coordinated attack by reconnoitering the area around 
the element’s position. Element snipers thwarted the enemy’s initial attempt by eliminating two insurgents. 
The enemy continued to assault the element, engaging them with a rocket-propelled grenade and small arms 
fire.  

As enemy activity increased, Petty Officer Monsoor took position with his machine gun between two 
teammates on an outcropping of the roof. While the SEALs vigilantly watched for enemy activity, an 
insurgent threw a hand grenade from an unseen location, which bounced off Petty Officer Monsoor’s chest 
and landed in front of him. Although only he could have escaped the blast, Petty Officer Monsoor chose 
instead to protect his teammates.  Instantly and without regard for his own safety, he threw himself onto the 
grenade to absorb the force of the explosion with his body, saving the lives of his two teammates.  

By his undaunted courage, fighting spirit, and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of certain death, Petty 
Officer Monsoor gallantly gave his life for his country, thereby reflecting great credit upon himself and 
upholding the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.” 

For more information on Petty Officer Monsoor and the Medal of Honor, please visit 
http://www.navy.mil/moh/monsoor/index.html

MMMooonnnsssoooooorrr   FFFaaaccctttsss    MMMeeedddaaalll   ooofff   HHHooonnnooorrr   FFFaaaccctttsss    

  

 This is the first Medal of Honor received by a Navy 
service member in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

 Only three other Medals of Honor have been awarded for 
actions during GWOT – Cpl. Jason L. Dunham, USMC, 
Sgt. First Class Paul R. Smith, USA, and another Navy 
SEAL – Lt. Michael P. Murphy, USN. 

 Monsoor was also posthumously awarded the Silver Star 
for actions May 9, 2006 in Ramadi, which include pulling 
a wounded teammate to safety while under fire.  The last Navy Medal of Honor was awarded to Lt. 

Michael P. Murphy for heroic service in Afghanistan.  Monsoor was also posthumously awarded the Bronze Star 
with valor while serving as Combat Advisor to the 
Ramadi Task Unit from April to Sept. of 2006. 

 3,465 medals have been awarded to 3,446 different 
people. 

 Monsoor was from Garden Grove, Calif. 
 Monsoor enlisted in the Navy in Mar. 2001 and became a 

SEAL Sept. 2, 2004. 
 t Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery 

in San Diego, Calif. 
Monsoor is interred a

 746 Medals of Honor have been awarded to Navy 
personnel. 

 There are currently 105 living recipients of the Medal of 
Honor.  Since World War II, about 60 percent of all 
Medals of Honor awarded have been awarded 
posthumously. 

http://www.navy.mil/moh/monsoor/index.html



