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NECC Frequently Asked Questions
(Draft Web Version 10-16-2006)
1. How did NECC come into existence? 

· NECC was formerly known as the Maritime Force Protection Command and formally became its own stand alone command on January 13, 2006. NECC’s purpose is to coherently organize existing Navy expeditionary forces to deliver more effective combat and combat support capability and to organize, man, train, and equip new expeditionary warfighting capability to support Maritime Security Operations worldwide. 

 

2. What is NECC? 

· NECC is not a stand alone force or specifically a combat force - NECC is a protection force. NECC is building a continuum of capabilities in support of the Joint Forces that are unique to the expeditionary maritime environment. NECC’s goal is to expand and fill gaps in the joint battle-space and compliment the efforts of the other services. 

 

3. What capabilities previously existed and which are new? 

· Previously existing capabilities include: Naval Coastal Warfare (NCW), Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD), Naval Construction Force (NCF), and Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support Group (NAVELSG). New capabilities include: Expeditionary Training Command (ETC), Expeditionary Combat Readiness Center (ECRC), Maritime Expeditionary Security Force (MESF), Maritime Civil Affairs Group (MCAG), and Riverine Force. 

 

4. Why is there a need for these new capabilities? 

· NECC’s mission and vision support the CNO Guidance 2006 to address readiness and establish a more effective maritime protection strategy: “Develop concepts for green and brown water operations to include Level III VBSS, expanded MIO, expeditionary training team concepts, enhanced combat and force protection capabilities, civil affairs, and Theater Security Cooperation influence activities.” Due to the changing battle space environment, the Navy realized the need for new capabilities to properly resource and fill voids in the maritime domain. These capabilities compliment similar functions within the other Services, but focus on the maritime environment. 
 

5. Where are NECC forces located? 

· INCLUDE A LINK TO THE FORCE LAYDOWN/PRESENCE MAPS 

 

6. When will NECC be fully operational? 

· NECC will fill the ranks with approximately 40,000 Sailors by 2008. NECC operations and equipment requirements are still being defined. 
 

7. How many personnel will comprise NECC and what is the breakdown between active and reserve personnel? 

· LINK TO STATS PAGE 

 

8. Are personnel currently deployed in support of Maritime Security Operations? 

· NECC have forces deployed around the world in support of Maritime Security Operations (MSO). These forces include Seabees, Naval Coastal Warfare, Explosive Ordnance Disposal, and Individual Augmentees. In the very near future NECC will increase its MSO support by deploying Naval Riverine Forces. 

 

9. Is NECC duplicating or taking away missions from other services? 
· NECC’s goal is to expand and fill gaps in the joint battle space. NECC is a protection force, not a combat force. We are not taking away or duplicating missions from the other Services. Instead, NECC relieves some of the workload, so the other Services can focus on their primary missions. NECC is not a stand alone force. NECC is building a continuum of capabilities in support of the Joint Forces that are unique to the expeditionary maritime environment. NECC works in conjunction with the other Services and our friends and allies to provide cooperative assistance to countries needing support. 
 

10. Why is the Navy assuming the Riverine mission? 

· The US Navy has a long but episodic history with riverine operations. Current operations, Maritime Security Operations (MSO), and a divestiture plan by the Marine Corps have resulted in the need for the Navy to re-establish a riverine capability. The Riverine force helps provide a continuum of capability in maritime security operations from the blue water to green and brown water environments. Riverine operations are conducted to: establish and maintain control of rivers and waterways for military and civil purposes; deny the use of rivers and waterways to waterborne and immediate shore sited hostile forces through surveillance, barrier, and interdiction operations; and locate and destroy hostile forces, bases, and supplies within a riparian area. 
 

11. What will the Riverine mission encompass? 

· The Navy’s Riverine Force focuses on manning, training, and equipment in support operations against a Level II threat. The primary purpose of the Navy’s Riverine Force is to conduct Maritime Security Operations including: 

· Riverine area control/denial 

· Interdiction of Riverine Lines of Communication. 

· Fire Support 

· Insertion / extraction of conventional ground forces 

· Theater Security Cooperation 

The COCOM/JFMCC may attach Navy riverine assets to other joint units as a supporting force, or may organize Riverine Force assets into a Riverine Task Force with air, ground, fire support and logistic units, when they are the supported force. 
Riverine Group ONE will be composed of three active component Riverine squadrons and one Reserve component augmentation unit. Each squadron will have 224 personnel with sixteen multi-mission Riverine craft (12 AC/4 RC). There will be two crews per craft, lift capacity for a small tactical ground unit and organic C4I and logistics capabilities. 

12. Why is there a need for a Maritime Civil Affairs Group? 

· MCAG is an essential element of Civil-Military Operations by virtue of their regional and linguistic orientation, cultural awareness, training in military-to-host nation advisory activities, and civilian professional skills that parallel common government functions. NECC works in conjunction with the other Services and our friends and allies to provide cooperative assistance to countries needing support. Maritime Civil Affairs has previously only been conducted in an ad hoc and reactive fashion. NECC is expanding the United States’ water force into more environments (inshore, near harbor, ports) to establish maritime dominance leveraging coordinated civil affairs. 

 

13. Why is there a need for an Expeditionary Combat Readiness Center (ECRC)? 

· The ECRC performs the essential functions of training, equipping, deploying, overseeing, reaching-back, and redeploying Navy Individual Augmentees, in-lieu-of individuals, and provisional units deploying for non-traditional expeditionary missions in support of Maritime Security Operations. The ECRC aligns in-lieu-of personnel into task organized combat support and combat service support force packages and increases individual and provisional unit combat readiness by ensuring Navy personnel receive ground combat skills training and mission specific training where required. 

 

14. Why is Naval Coastal Warfare (NCW) transitioning to Maritime Expeditionary Security Force (MESF)? 

· The U.S. Navy security mission support currently is provided by Navy Security Force (NSF) and Naval Coastal Warfare (NCW) units. Joint support is provided through NCW and provisional guard units. The alignment of security forces and capabilities is inefficient and fragmented to most effectively meet the defensive security requirements. MESF represents the transition of disparate organizations into a scalable security force for the maritime domain. The NECC MESF will have the ability to operate day and night, in all weather conditions in the transition areas from the sea base inland, green to brown water and ashore. Units will be task organized as adaptive security force packages designed to support the Navy Component Commander. 

 

15. Where can I find more information about NECC’s sub-commands? 

· Additional information concerning NECC’s component units can be found at their individual web pages that are accessible from this site’s home page. 

 

16. What career opportunities exist within NECC? 

· The Navy Expeditionary Combat Enterprise (NECE), an organization designed to study efficiency and the best business practices of NECC, will be exploring a wide array of options as it relates to manning and career development. A specific team will be looking at personnel and individual training issues over the next several months. 
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