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Never Forgetting September 11th 
“We honor those lives lost from the tragic events of September 11th, 2001 through the vigilance and service of our 
nearly 600,000 Sailors and Navy civilians who are on watch around the world today.  The steel forged into the hulls of 
New York, Arlington, and Somerset will remind all who see those magnificent ships of the strength of our resolve.”  

- Adm. Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 
One month after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, President George Bush spoke at the DoD Service of Remembrance at the 
Pentagon.  His message – “We will never forget.” Seven years later, we have not forgotten and are building ships that 
honor the fallen and the heroes of the tragedy that united our nation. 
Our response in 2001 

• USS Enterprise (CVN  65) was just beginning her voyage home from the Arabian Gulf. Immediately, 
Enterprise turned around and headed back to the waters off Southwest Asia to remain on station. 

• USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) docked in Manhattan and provided housing, food, laundry, medical and other 
services to volunteers and rescue personnel in support of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

• USS George Washington (CVN 73) patrolled the coastline of New York City, providing air defenses for the 
city while waiting for additional tasking from the North American Aerospace Defense Command.  

Our continued resolve  
Three future San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock ships are named after the locations where lives were lost. 

• USS New York (LPD 21) was christened March 1st. The bow stem of the ship was forged from steel from the 
World Trade Center.  USS New York’s motto is “Strength Forged through Sacrifice. Never Forget!” 

• USS Arlington’s (LPD 24) keel will be laid in Pascagoula, Miss. in fall 2008. USS Arlington honors the 184 
victims, including 47 Navy servicemen, civilians and retirees, who lost their lives when American Airlines 
Flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon.  

• USS Somerset (LPD 25) is named in honor of the 40 passengers and crew of United Airlines Flight 93 who 
prevented the four terrorist hijackers from reaching their destination, and instead forced the airplane to crash 
in Somerset County, Pa.  

On Sept. 11th this year 
• Secretary of the Navy, Donald C. Winter will present steel from the Pentagon impact site to Arlington County 

officials who will donate the steel for display in the USS Arlington quarterdeck.  
• The Pentagon Memorial will be dedicated.  The Pentagon Memorial is a two-acre site containing 184 

Memorial Units representing each individual killed at the Pentagon and on American Airlines Flight 77.  
• The Naval War College will honor the three Naval War College students and seven alumni who were killed at 

the Pentagon. The observance includes a wreath-laying at a memorial on campus and a bell-ringing ceremony. 
• On the flight deck of the USS Midway in San Diego, a reading of the names and tolling of the bells will honor 

the fallen. 
• USS New York commissioning committee will participate in the Sept. 11 NASDAQ closing bell ceremony.   

 

KKKeeeyyy   MMMeeessssssaaagggeeesss    FFFaaaccctttsss   &&&   FFFiiiggguuurrreeesss    

• Our Navy is agile, flexible and responsive. 
• USS New York, USS Arlington and USS Somerset 

honor those who lost their lives on Sept. 11, and 
signify the Navy’s commitment to American security, 
stability and prosperity. 

• We honor the heroes and fallen on Sept. 11 each year, 
and we will never forget the attack on America. 

• The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society has provided 
$174,490 in college scholarship money to dependant 
children and spouses of service members killed on 
Sept. 11, 2001, with its Pentagon Assistance Fund. 

• Approximately 16,000 people are expected to attend 
the Pentagon Memorial dedication. 

 

http://www.navy.mil/ahtv.asp?id=10911
http://www.nmcrs.org/child-dec.html
http://memorial.pentagon.mil/

