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U.S. 3rd Fleet Contributing to Global Operations 
“3rd Fleet continues to look west to effectively foster joint and international partnerships to ensure the defense of our 

homeland. Through our Maritime Operations Center, we are an integrated global network, able to command and control 
forces in a flexible and scalable manner.” 

– Vice Adm. Richard Hunt, Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet 
With 50 million square miles of sea in the Eastern Pacific, U.S. 3rd Fleet delivers combat-ready naval forces, executes 
fleet operations and defines future fleet requirements in order to deter aggression, preserve freedom of the seas and 
promote peace and security.  
Deterrence- Preventing wars is preferable to fighting wars. 

• In April, 3rd Fleet oversaw the establishment of Naval Air and Missile Defense Command. This warfare center 
of excellence is designed to establish and standardize functional warfare area assessments, advocacy and 
support to better provide Integrated Air and Missile Defense (IAMD) support to the fleet.  

• At the intersection of three combatant commanders – Northern, Southern, and Pacific Commands – 3rd Fleet 
is uniquely positioned to cooperate with a wide variety of nations, including Mexico, Canada, Chile, Colombia 
and Peru, and with other nations taking advantage of our training ranges in Hawaii and California. 

Maritime Security & Homeland Defense 
• Responsible for defense of the western U.S. and its ports including Hawaii, 3rd Fleet closely coordinates with 

the U.S. Coast Guard’s Pacific Area Command in daily operations, planning and training in order to be ready 
to respond to Homeland Defense events and tasking. The top two ports in international traffic activity, Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, are in 3rd Fleet's area of responsibility. Other large ports include Seattle/Tacoma and 
San Francisco/Oakland. 

• 3rd Fleet completed six maritime homeland defense/security exercises in the last year, ranging from table top 
and command post exercises to fleet-wide training with our coalition partners.  

• 3rd Fleet recently welcomed six mine countermeasure ships to San Diego. They, along with the Naval Mine 
and Anti-Submarine Warfare Center, have increased competency in mine and anti-submarine mission areas.  

Forward Presence and Sea Control 
• Over the past year 3rd Fleet has deployed four of its five carrier strike groups and two of its three amphibious 

ready groups to participate in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and other operations in the 7th Fleet and 5th 
Fleet areas of responsibility. 

• In the summer of 2010, 3rd Fleet will kick-off the 22nd biennial Rim of the Pacific multinational naval exercise 
to foster partnerships and strengthen global sea control. The world’s largest military exercise, RIMPAC 
typically consists of more than: 10 nations, 40 ships and submarines, 150 aircraft and 20,000 personnel.  

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief/ Defense Support of Civil Authorities  
• In coordination with DoD and interagency partners, 3rd Fleet is on constant alert to provide Defense Support 

of Civil Authorities and humanitarian assistance, mitigating losses of life, property and human suffering during 
natural or man-made disasters. 
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• 3rd Fleet has recently completed accreditation as a 
Maritime Operation Center designed to deliver 
maritime capability to a broad spectrum of operations.  

• IAMD is a key 3rd Fleet war-fighting capability – our 
forces are continuously postured to protect America.  

• Integration across all agencies and authorities is vital to 
ensuring expeditious recovery from local and regional 
disasters. 

Home-based within the 3rd Fleet AOR, there are: 
• 60,000 Sailors and Marines 
• 5 CVNs and 4 LHA/LHDs 
• 69 combatant ships, including 11 of the Navy’s 18 

ballistic missile defense-capable ships 
• 35 submarines 
• 350+ aircraft 
For more on 3rd Fleet, visit: http://www.c3f.navy.mil/
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