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Background:  As announced by the President, the U.S. Navy will deploy the USS JOHN C STENNIS CSG to support operations in U.S. Central Command in order to “bolster the security of Iraq and protect American interests in the Middle East”.  STENNIS will join the USS EISENHOWER CSG, already operating in the theater (currently supporting operations in Somalia).  The presence of two aircraft carriers in the CENTCOM AOR, while not unprecedented, demonstrates U.S. resolve to bring security and stability to the region.  Although not yet determined, it is anticipated the Navy will also be asked to deploy an aircraft carrier to PACOM.  (FYI -- STENNIS was originally scheduled to spend part of its scheduled deployment in PACOM while USS KITTY HAWK underwent upkeep in Yokosuka.)  
The following talking points provide general background and context for the role Naval forces play in support of U.S. interests worldwide.

Overarching Message:  U.S. Navy providing “Regional Security/Global Stability”

· Our near-term response:  Support OEF, OIF, HOA and conduct Maritime Security operations while contributing to our enduring mission to deter and dissuade others from acting counter to our national interests. 

· Our long-term response: The Navy Operational Model – Navy Forces massed for regional security and deterrence, dispersed for maritime security 

· The desired effect:  To help bring about regional security and global stability
Enduring Naval Mission
· The Navy enduring mission of forward presence contributes great value to the strategic landscape by preventing or pausing disruptive actions by state and non-state actors that have potential global impact.

· Emboldened by the perception of the strategic landscape dominated by events in Iraq/Afghanistan… state and non-state leaders think NOW is the time to act on their agendas.

· They possess the opportunity, capacity and will to deliver on their ill-conceived threats.
· When they act, the consequences are immediately dangerous, economically damaging and/or disruptive to regional security and global stability.  

Preeminent Naval Forces

· Naval Forces are preeminent to addressing this problem. “Preeminent” because they provide persistent presence in an unobtrusive or overt manner to dissuade and deter the potential actions of others.   
· Navy Forces are capable of preventing or at least providing a “pause” to disruptive actions with potential global effects.  Deterrence is one of our key enduring missions.  

· Relative to other options available to the Combatant Commanders, Navy Forces can operate freely in international waters – permission/approval not required.
· For effective deterrence, forward, persistent and powerful Navy Forces, on scene continuously, working with regional allies can make a difference.  These emboldened actors won’t change overnight, and new ones will emerge given history.  Employment of Naval forces provides a counterbalance and leads to regional security and global stability.  
· Navy Forces provide concurrent Phase 0(shaping), 1(dissuade) and 2(deterrence) effects through our Operational Model – a forward, ready, strong, persistent Navy Force.

Navy Operational Model and FRP

· Navy Operational Model

· Naval forces, by being forward and deployed, can be massed (aggregated) to support regional security and deterrence, or dispersed (disaggregated) to engage in maritime security
· We’re forward, already deployed, and persistent, hence we can deter, we can dissuade and when necessary defeat

· Fleet Response Plan (FRP)
· Allows us to provide rotational forces and surge forces in response to growing demand by Combatant Commanders’ for maritime forces
· Providing forces sooner/longer for a spectrum of missions

Prepared by the Chief of Information in coordination with CFFC
