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Top Items
(New items as noted)
NEW!  President’s New Strategy for Iraq (OR link to impact quotes below)
NEW!  SECDEF Recommends to POTUS:  Increase Marines and Soldiers by 92k over next 5 years(OR link to impact quote below)
	FY07 DoN Objectives
	Status of the Navy
	This Day in Naval History


Sustaining Combat Readiness
(All items in this section are new from previous edition)
 GWOT
 Bush Presents Medal of Honor to Fallen Marine
President Bush today presented the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest decoration, to the family of Marine Cpl. Jason Dunham, who died shielding his fellow Marines from a grenade blast in Iraq in April 2004. Dunham, who grew up in Scio, NY, is the second servicemember in the war on terror and the first Marine since the Vietnam War to receive the Medal of Honor.
Aircraft Attack Al Qaeda Haven, Ike Moves off Somalia
The U.S. 5th Fleet moved the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower into the waters off Somalia in an effort to capture al Qaeda terrorists attempting to flee the country.  "Due to rapidly developing events in Somalia, U.S. Central Command has tasked USS Dwight D. Eisenhower to join USS Bunker Hill, USS Ramage, USS Anzio and USS Ashland to support ongoing maritime security operations off the coast of Somalia," said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Charlie Brown, a spokesman for 5th Fleet in Bahrain.
Forces Strike Insurgents Near Afghan-Pakistani Border
Troops from NATO's International Security Assistance Force and Afghan National Army soldiers engaged and killed a significant number of insurgents last night in Afghanistan's Bermel district, in Paktika province, NATO officials reported.  Initial post-battle assessments indicate as many as 150 insurgents were killed, officials said.

New Guantanamo Facility Safer for Guards, More Comfortable for Detainees
Five years after the first detainees from the war on terror arrived at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, a new state-of-the-art facility there is making duty safer for guards and more comfortable for detainees.  Camp 6, which became operational in December and cost $38 million to build, now houses roughly 160 of the 395 or so detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Navy Rear Adm. Harry Harris Jr., commander of Joint Task Force Guantanamo Bay, said in an interview here today.

Pacific
Training, Teamwork Key to 45 Years of Navy SEALs
January marks the 45th anniversary of the inception of the Navy's SEAL Teams. “We had swim trunks, blue and gold shirts, coral shoes and a k-bar,” said retired Master Chief Boiler Technician (SEAL) Peter P. Slempa Jr., SEAL Team One plank owner. “The only weapon that was reliable in the surf was the .45 cal. ‘grease gun’.”


Europe / Africa

Bataan ESG Enters U.S. 6th Fleet
The Bataan Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG) entered the Sixth Fleet Fleet’s area of operations Jan 11.   While operating with sixth Fleet the ESG will be supporting Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe’s initiative to strengthen emerging and enduring partnerships through interaction with the nations and navies of Greece, France, Morocco, Italy, Spain, Turkey and Malta.
Middle East

LANTAREA Commander Pledges Continued Support Overseas  
Coast Guard Vice Adm. D. Brian Peterman, Atlantic Area Commander (LANTAREA), visited U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) Jan. 4, for his first operational update on the Coast Guard's involvement in maritime security operations in the Persian Gulf and the CENTCOM area of responsibility since he assumed command of LANTAREA in May 2006.
Atlantic

Submarine Force Announces Operational Stand Down
The U.S. Submarine Force announced Jan. 11, that it will conduct an Operational Stand Down in the wake of recent submarine incidents. “It is clear that a common thread through recent problems has been errors [when] conducting normal routine operations,” stated Vice Adm. Munns. “We are going back to basics, back to practice.”
U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command Counter-Narcotic Efforts Recognized
The Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy presented U.S. Naval Forces Southern Command (NAVSO) the Director’s Award for Distinguished Service during a ceremony at NAVSO headquarters Friday in recognition of their counter-narcotics efforts in its area of responsibility.  In 2005, the units supporting NAVSO in the counter-drug effort disrupted over 99 metric tons of cocaine and through October 2006 an additional 106 metric tons.
Building a Fleet for the Future
(All items in this section are new from previous edition)
Military Housing Rates Boosted 3.5 Percent Overall
Servicemembers will receive an average 3.5 percent boost in their basic allowance for housing compensation benefit in 2007.  The planned BAH increase starting Jan. 1 works out to about $300 million more than what was paid in 2006. For servicemembers with family members, average increases in the BAH are approximately $44 per month. For example, a typical specialist/corporal (E-4) will receive about $34 more in BAH than in 2006, while a master sergeant/first sergeant (E-8) will receive about $42 more than this year.
Developing 21st Century Leaders
(All items in this section are new from previous edition)
Masso Dispels IA Myths at Surface Navy Association Conference
Rear Adm. Sonny Masso spoke to a room full of surface warfare officers Wednesday, about Individual Augmentation (IA), working to dispel some of the myths associated with the program.  “Since 2002, 82 percent of our IA’s have come from the Reserve component, yet I see letters of resignation from officers listing a fear of IA duty as being the reason they are getting out,” said Masso. “IA duty affects two percent of the surface warfare officer (SWO) community, yet if you speak to a junior officer on the waterfront, you would think that half of their wardroom are IA’s.”

MCPON Addresses Millington Chiefs
MCPON told an audience of more than 300 Millington chief petty officers January 9 that he has planned a staggered roll-out of action items associated with his mission, vision and guiding principles. He also used the Millington chief’s call as a vehicle to announce his decision to open the doors of the Navy’s Senior Enlisted Academy (SEA) to chief petty officers, starting with class 130, which convenes February 26. The course had previously been offered only to senior chiefs and master chiefs.
First CONUS Expeditionary Warfare Insignia Presented
Rear Adm. James Barnett pinned Master-at-Arms 1st Class (EXW) Matthew A. Tronboll with the first state-side enlisted expeditionary warfare (EXW) specialist insignia aboard Naval Station Norfolk, Jan. 9. In January 2006, the Navy created the Navy Expeditionary Combat Command, bringing Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Naval Coastal Warfare, Riverine forces, Combat Camera Atlantic, the Expeditionary Combat Readiness Center, Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support functions and the Seabees under one umbrella.


Current Speeches, Testimony and Interviews
(New items as noted)

NEW!  President’s remarks to military families at Fort Benning, GA, Jan 11, 2007.

NEW!  SECNAV remarks at the Surface Navy Association national Symposium, Crystal City, VA, Jan 9, 2007
Impact Quotes
(All items in this section are new from previous edition)
“The situation in Iraq is unacceptable to the American people -- and it is unacceptable to me. Our troops in Iraq have fought bravely. They have done everything we have asked them to do.”

[For the new strategy to succeed], “This will require increasing American force levels. So I've committed more than 20,000 additional American troops to Iraq. The vast majority of them -- five brigades -- will be deployed to Baghdad. These troops will work alongside Iraqi units and be embedded in their formations. Our troops will have a well-defined mission: to help Iraqis clear and secure neighborhoods, to help them protect the local population, and to help ensure that the Iraqi forces left behind are capable of providing the security that Baghdad needs.”

“Succeeding in Iraq also requires defending its territorial integrity and stabilizing the region in the face of extremist challenges. This begins with addressing Iran and Syria. These two regimes are allowing terrorists and insurgents to use their territory to move in and out of Iraq. Iran is providing material support for attacks on American troops. We will disrupt the attacks on our forces. We'll interrupt the flow of support from Iran and Syria. And we will seek out and destroy the networks providing advanced weaponry and training to our enemies in Iraq. “

--President George Bush, Addressing the Nation, Jan 10, 2007
“We should recognize that while it may take some time for these new troops to become available for deployment, it is important that our men and women in uniform know that additional manpower and resources are on the way.”
--SECDEF Gates, recommending 92k Marine and Soldier increase, Jan. 11
Humor, Quips and Quotes
(Miscellaneous, appropriate items to help break the ice)

	Real Chiefs
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	If you had to identify, in one word, the reason why the human race has not achieved - and never will achieve - its full potential, that word would be ... "meetings."

-Anonymous
	"The Navy has both a tradition and a future--and we look with pride and confidence in both directions."

- Adm. George Anderson, CNO, 01Aug61
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Real Chiefs…

…think Ensigns should be seen and not heard, and never, ever, be allowed to read books on leadership.

…don't have any civilian clothes.

…have CPO Association Cards from their last 5 commands.

…don't remember any time they weren't Chief's.

…propose like this "There will be a wedding at 1000 hours on 29 October, be there in whites with your gear packed because you will be a prime participant."

…favorite national holiday is CPO Initiation.

…keeps four sets of dress khaki uniforms in the closet in hopes they will come back.

…favorite food is shipboard SOS for breakfast.

…don't know how to tell civilian time.

…call each other "Chief."

…greatest fear is signing for property book items.

…dream in Navy Blue, White, Haze Gray and occasionally khaki.

…have served on ships that are now war memorials or tourist attractions.

…get tears in their eyes when the "Chief" dies in the movie "Operation Pacific."

…don't like Certified Navy Twill. "Wash Khaki" is the ONLY thing to make a uniform out of.

…can find their way to the CPO Club blindfolded, on 15 different Navy Bases.

…have pictures of ships in their wallets.

…don't own any pens that do not have "Property U.S. Govt" on them.

…don't voluntarily get the mandatory flu shots.

…don't order supplies, they swap for them.



…favorite quote is from the movie Ben Hur, "We keep you alive to serve this ship."

…think excessive modesty is their only fault.

…hate to write evaluations, except for their own.

…turn in a 4 page brag sheet for their evaluation.

…last ship was always better.

…know that the black tar in their coffee cup makes the coffee taste better.

…idea of heaven-Three good PO1's and a Division Officer who does what he is told.

…think John Wayne would have made a good Chief, if he had not gone soft and made Marine movies. 

…use the term "Good Training" to describe any unpleasant task...Scraping the sides of the ship is "Good Training." Having to sleep on your seabag in the parking lot because there was no room in the barracks is "Good Training."


