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Top Items
Iran Arming, Training, Directing Terror Groups in Iraq, U.S. Official Says
WASHINGTON, July 2, 2007 – While al Qaeda in Iraq remains the main enemy in the country, coalition and Iraqi forces are increasingly targeting groups whose training, funding and supplies come from Iran, a spokesman for Multinational Force Iraq said today. Army Brig. Gen. Kevin Bergner also said Iran is funding Hezbollah operatives in Iraq. Hezbollah is a Shiia extremist group based in Lebanon. The terror group has seats in the Lebanese parliament and operates as a shadow government for Shiia areas of that country. Iran trains, supplies and funds that group.
Comfort Opens Doors, Nearly 400 Treated
BELIZE CITY, Belize (NNS) -- Medical personnel from the U.S. Navy, Army, Air Force, Coast Guard, Canadian forces and Project Hope assigned to the Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) began screenings and treatments for nearly 400 patients at various sites in Belize on June 22.  The first wave of patients to be treated aboard the Comfort arrived around noon and medical procedures continued throughout the day and night, ending around midnight.   Of the nearly 400 patients treated, more than 180 of them were medical cases. “We’re here to help those who need our help the most,” said Capt. Bob Kapcio, Comfort mission commander. “We want to give them the same quality medical treatment and care that our families receive back in the U.S. -- friends helping friends, that’s what this mission is all about.”
CNO’s Vision of '1,000-Ship Navy' Tested by CARAT Exercise
SATTAHIP, Thailand (NNS) -- When Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Mullen put forth the bold concept of a “1,000-ship navy,” he envisioned the U.S. and other navies worldwide joining in regional partnerships to improve maritime security and the sharing of information.  The admiral in charge of the Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) exercise series believes Southeast Asia-based CARAT is making the CNO’s vision a reality.  “I'm sure the CNO didn't have this in mind when he coined the phrase '1,000-ship navy,’ but I actually think CARAT is the model exercise for the '1,000-ship navy,'” said Rear Adm. William Burke, Commander of Task Force 73 and Logistics Group, Western Pacific. “What [CARAT] does is it takes countries that are willing to come [to the exercise] and we figure out how to work together, which will allow us to work better in real-world operations should it be necessary.”
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Sustaining Combat Readiness
C7F
Tortuga makes Talisman Saber 07 training a success
USS TORTUGA, Coral Sea – For more than two weeks, USS Tortuga (LSD 46) along with embarked Marines as well as Midshipmen on summer cruise have been conducting Exercise Talisman Saber 2007 (TS07) alongside their Australian counterparts.  Tortuga Sailors began the backload of the 3d Expeditionary Brigade’s 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit aboard the ship June 28, putting a final stamp on what has been a successful scheme of maneuvers to put forces ashore in order to conduct exercise objectives.  Throughout the exercise, Tortuga Sailors operated soundly within the combined sea echelon by launching and recovering Landing Craft Air Cushions (LCACs) and handling both U.S. and Australian helicopters. Exercise TS07, a U.S. / Australian- led joint task force operation preparing both militaries for crisis-action planning and execution of contingency operations. More than 20,000 U.S. and 12,000 Australian personnel participated in the military training exercise and each branch of the military trained together to enhance their combined and joint war fighting skills.
C6F
USS Doyle spreads goodwill with Project Handclasp 

USS Doyle (FFG 39) is not only helping to improve maritime security and safety in West and Central Africa and the Gulf of Guineau, they’re putting smiles on the faces of local children through the aide of Project Handclasp.  Doyle is currently on a six-month deployment to Guinea as part of an effort to strengthen regional maritime partnerships.  “This visit is part of the U.S. commitment to help bring stability and economic opportunity to all regions of Africa, “said Navy Cmdr. Michael Elliot, Commanding Officer, USS Doyle. “This deployment is a valuable experience for the ship and crew members and we are glad to be a part of these efforts.”
C5F
Navy mechanics keep missions rolling at PRT Farah
FARAH PROVINCE, Afghanistan, Jun 28 — The sound of air-power tools, wrenches clanging and engines turning can be heard throughout the makeshift motor pool here.  Mechanics work to keep the provincial reconstruction team rolling along to accomplish the mission of providing security, bringing reconstruction and humanitarian aid in this western province of Afghanistan.  In a motor pool lacking real bays and adequate shade for relief from the summer sun, Navy Petty Officers 1st Class James Bassitt and Jimmy Seales, of the Amphibious Construction Battalion, Detachment 106, said they are working with and making the best of what they have available to them.   "They are currently building us a new motor pool that will give us two bays and a lot more area to work with; it looks like it is going to be real nice," said Bassit. "We are lacking in a lot of areas here, but we’re still getting the job done."  The two Navy mechanics currently work with two Afghans who were hired by the Farah PRT to help out with the strenuous work load of keeping the vehicles running, the air conditioning cool and suspensions up. 

Building a Fleet for the Future
CNO Expects GW to Call Yokosuka Home in Summer 2008
WASHINGTON (NNS) -- USS George Washington (CVN 73) "GW" is on track to head to Yokosuka in summer 2008, according to Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Mullen.  In his weekly podcast to the fleet - now available at www.navy.mil - Mullen said the "GW" will relieve USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63), marking the first time a U.S. Navy nuclear-powered vessel will be permanently forward deployed in Japan. Mullen called it a "historic move." “I find the city very supportive of this move for George Washington,” Mullen said of his recent visit to Yokosuka, and meeting with the city's mayor, Ryoichi Kabaya. “Many, many people have worked hard. For everybody involved in that, it’s important we focus on that and stay with that – as I like to say – until all lines are doubled and she’s in port over there.”  The plan to forward deploy George Washington to Yokosuka was not related to the balance of carriers between U.S. East and West coasts. Assigning a Nimitz-class carrier to replace Kitty Hawk is the Navy’s ongoing effort to replace older, less capable ships assigned to the Forward Deployed Naval Forces with more capable platforms. The decision also reflects the planned decommissioning of Kitty Hawk in 2008.
AESA enters full-rate production
The U.S. Navy’s next-generation aircraft radar system was approved for full-rate production June 25.  Following extensive review by the office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research, Development and Acquisition), PMA-265 was granted authorization to enter into Full Rate Production for 437 next-generation APG-79 Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radars.  “Super Hornet Block II and EA-18G aircraft equipped with AESA’s revolutionary war fighting capability makes Naval Aviation more relevant than ever in our history to the joint combatant commander. Our Super Hornets and Growlers - with cutting edge radar technology, precise and networked enabled weapons in combination with joint interoperable and open architectures - increases the combat effectiveness of all those operating in the battle space,” said Capt. “BD” Gaddis, PMA-265 Program Manager.  This major program milestone marks the end of a Low Rate Production (LRIP) period of 84 radars that began with delivery of the first LRIP 1 unit in July 2003.
Developing 21st Century Leaders
Bush Thanks New Generation for Standing Up to Terror
WASHINGTON, July 1, 2007 – A new generation of Americans has pledged “their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor” to defend the United States and freedom around the world, President Bush said during his weekly radio address yesterday. Bush, who will spend Independence Day with members of the West Virginia Air National Guard, said the members of the U.S. armed forces are standing up to ideologies that seek to strip freedom from people. 

VA Transition Advocates Ready to Help Wounded Warriors Get Care, Benefits
WASHINGTON, June 29, 2007 – Chief Petty Officer Richard “Buzz” Bryan isn’t afraid of a fight. A Navy corpsman, he served in two deployments to Iraq with the Marines, including one during the Battle of Fallujah.  As he prepares to retire next month with 21 years of service under his belt, Bryan is taking up another fight. He’s among 100 new transition patient advocates, or TAPs, hired by the Department of Veterans Affairs to help severely wounded troops and their families work their way throughout the transition process.   “I want these kids to know that somebody is here to help them out and help them navigate the system,” he told American Forces Press Service today as he and the other TAPs completed a five-day orientation conference here. “I want to be able to go to a mom and dad and say, ‘It’s OK. Let me fight your battles for you.’”   The VA has long had patient advocates on staff. But VA Secretary Jim Nicholson came up with the concept of TAPs to focus specifically on the needs of severely wounded veterans from operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, explained Kristin Day, the VA’s acting national social work director.
Impact Quotes
“Around the world, our brave men and women in uniform are facing danger to protect their fellow citizens from harm.  In Afghanistan, our military and NATO forces are hunting down the Taliban and al Qaeda, and helping the Afghan people defend their young democracy. And in Iraq, American and Iraqi forces are standing with the nearly 12 million Iraqis who voted for a future of peace, and opposing ruthless enemies who want to bring down Iraq's democracy and turn that nation into a terrorist safe haven.”
President Bush, July 1, in his weekly radio address
We must remain mindful that we live in a world made smaller by the speed of change, more dangerous by the actions of extremists and tyrants, and, yet, more hopeful, more promising, by the power of partnerships, cooperation and trust.
CNO, June 28, in accepting nomination for CJCS

I firmly believe that the quality of a Sailor’s life is directly tied to the quality of their leadership.  As I go out and visit commands to see how they’re doing, the commands that are doing very well are well lead. Those that are struggling have challenges in leadership. And that we need to strengthen.”
MCPON, addressing Sailor at CUSNC/C5F July 1

