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Thank you for the honor of concluding this memorable evening and for the recognition afforded to our distinguished veterans.
Let me begin by expressing my gratitude to the men and women of the United States Navy Memorial for their enduring support of our Sailors, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen.
For 20 years, the Navy Memorial has championed the past, present, and future of our Sea Services through programs such as the Lone Sailor Award, the Sailor of the Year program, and youth education programs.
Tonight is important…for many reasons that cut across and connect to several generations.  Whether we realize it, sense it, or recognize it completely, we are part of a great circle of community, history, and tradition, where one generation cares for and nurtures the next.  The men whom we honor tonight have done that for us; now it is our charge to carry their example of life-long service and servant leadership forward for those in our trust.

Tom Benson, Morgan Fitch, Stan Musial, and Senator John Warner (who stand before us today as men of great stature) revealed their true character when they answered the call to service early in their respective lives.  Sadly, it was at a time when adversaries thought that horrific acts would dampen our spirits or lessen our resolve.  But, it was the loss of innocent life that summoned the most powerful force known – the American volunteer, who rose up, stood tall and ready to serve amid chaos and confusion. 
John F. Kennedy once said, “A nation reveals itself not only by the men it produces, but also by the men it honors, the men it remembers.”

Tonight we remember four Lone Sailors, who taught us that over the course of our history, volunteers who commit themselves to public service are the pride and treasure of our Nation.  They are citizens.  Some provide public services to simplify and strengthen the quality of our lives.  Others work and lead in government.  Some teach and help us grow, build and give us shelter, or practice medicine and help us heal…while others, such as the men whom we honor this evening, join the armed forces and wear the cloth of the nation.  

The interesting part about service (and many here will agree)…is oftentimes, you do not realize that you are actually doing it…you do not wake up in the morning and think about your life’s work in those terms.  Instead, you think about what you can do for other people, how you can help in their development, how you can make a difference in the world around them, how you can be an impact player and live a life of consequence…a life that matters.

The lifetime of service that our honorees have provided has taught us -- the personal satisfaction and psychic income that we receive from serving will give us the greater benefit for the act that we provide to others.  It puts into action the phrase President Lyndon Baines Johnson coined when he said, “Ours is not a spectator society.”  Those who choose to serve…play on the line of scrimmage and refuse to take a seat in the stands.
The Lone Sailor statue exemplifies this circle of service and tradition.  Artifacts from eight Navy ships -  spanning the frigate USS CONSTITUTION to the nuclear-powered submarine USS SEAWOLF - are part of the statue…just as every Sailor and Marine is part of the young men and women they train and nurture.
The story of the American navy is incomplete without mention of where it began.  Our story begins in the American school that shapes and molds the minds of engineers.  Engineers and manufacturers build the platforms that we use; families provide us their sons and daughters, our national treasure, who then become Sailors.  Sailors use those remarkable machines with strength of conviction and valor…but that is not the end of the story.  The Navy story is about strength but it is also about generosity and humanity…it is about what we must destroy in war and what we can build in peace as a guarantor of freedom and a force of last resort. 
Collectively, these contributions represent a remarkable team, at a remarkable time in history when together they turned a page in history.  Our Lone Sailors represent the pride of a generation who has given more than they received and positively affected the lives of more people than you will ever know…and that, ladies & gentlemen, is our naval heritage and tradition.  It is our job to remember the goals, ambitions, and pride or our history…these dreams live within us now. 

Tonight, we remember.  We remember the distinguished accomplishments of our awardees…, we remember the honor that they have brought to the navy and nation, we remember those who have served and continue to serve…, and we remember those who have supported us.  God bless you and your families, our country and all who stand with us.
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