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Thank you all very much.  Distinguished colleagues…honored guests…and fellow citizens: what a privilege it is to wear this uniform…and what an honor it is to speak to you on this occasion.

For more than a century and a half, Americans have gathered on this day to remember those who were lost and that which was gained.  
There is arguably no greater sacrifice one can make than to die for another.  And so through the years and wars, Americans have never ceased to honor those who gave all.
The actions of these patriots are far more eloquent than any words I can offer.  At places like Lexington and Leyte Gulf, at Antietam and the Anbar Province, these courageous heroes wrote new chapters in the story of freedom.
When he dedicated the battlefield at Gettysburg in 1863, Lincoln spoke of the inadequacy of words on occasions such as these: “The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.”

And so it is with us today.  The eloquence of words cannot match the power of the sacrifices made by so many.  We honor them.  We praise them.  We remember them.

And we do something else also: we acknowledge that their struggle—the ancient struggle to be free—goes on today.  Like rivers flowing to the sea, so too all the battles in our history are connected to the larger struggle for freedom.  

The troops in Afghanistan and Iraq today are the direct descendants of the troops at Yorktown and Normandy.  The battle fronts may be different.  The weapons may have changed.  But the fight is the same.  We know that to protect our freedom at home we must promote freedom throughout the world.

In that spirit, let me take a moment and briefly talk about the world we live in…and the Navy we fight with.
First, we are fighting a global war that will last for many years and require many assets.  We fight an enemy that is evil but effective, deadly, and despicable.  We cannot underestimate this enemy or the new world in which we live. 
We now live in the most interconnected world in history. Consider its impact. Globalization means a businessman in New York can have his U.S. income taxes prepared in India.  Globalization means a farmer in Japan can sell his produce in Maryland.  And globalization means that from Florida to the Philippines…from Tacoma, Washington to Tokyo, Japan…goods, services and people are flowing more freely and more directly than ever before. 

Trying to hold back this trend is like standing on the beach and trying to hold back the waves.  It can’t be done.  We can’t turn it back.  Nor should we want to. The future is coming whether we plan for it or not.  And for the most part, these are all very positive developments for the region and the world.

But while globalization brings many opportunities, it also presents some obstacles.   We must be aware and we must be alert.  We saw the dark side of globalization on September 11, 2001.  Travelers from another country gained easy access to America, purchased plane tickets, and carried out the worst terrorist attack in American history.  

No doubt about it—we now live in the post-9/11 world.  No longer can we count on the good intentions of evil people.  No more can we simply wait to be attacked.  And that is exactly what the brave men and women of our armed forces are doing all over the globe right now: taking the battle to the terrorists.

Let me now discuss with you the Navy’s role in this important fight. In this new era, the best defense is an assertive offense.  And that means a fighting Navy.

“A good Navy,” American President Theodore Roosevelt told the United States Congress a hundred years ago, “is not a provocation to war.  It is the surest guarantee of peace.”  This is just as true today. Navy ships can move faster, cover more territory, and respond more quickly to any danger spots anywhere around the world.  Our Navy hopes for the best, but is prepared for the worst. 
To meet the challenges of this new era, Admiral Mike Mullen, Chief of Naval Operations, has said that the Navy of the 21st century must be about “the projection of power—and more.”  We must continue to transform our capabilities so that we can meet the demands of a multi-mission, forward-deployed sea force.  
Of course, our greatest asset was and is our men and women in uniform. Many of them are on the ground in Afghanistan and Iraq, serving as SEALS, SEABEES, intelligence officers or medics.  
Let me give you just one example.  Dr. Saleem Khan is a doctor from Texas.  He also happens to be a Navy Reserve officer.  He has volunteered for seven different tours of duty in Iraq.  On each tour he has served diligently, treating wounds, comforting patients and saving lives.  
Why does he serve in the Navy?  Why has he volunteered for so many tours in Iraq?  “My kids were born in the United States,” the immigrant said. “I want them to know their father paid his dues.”  And so he does.
This is the modern Navy: both active and reserve, at sea and on land, fighting our enemies and protecting our own.  

Yes, we live in a different century filled with new challenges.  But we are engaging it with a different Navy focused on new capacities.  We are ready for the future. 
Nearly 20 years ago, in his farewell address to the nation, President Ronald Reagan told the story of a sailor on the U.S.S. Midway.  The sailor was on the deck one day as a small boat filled with Indonesian refugees approached.  One of the refugees shouted out in a loud voice: “Hello, American sailor!  Hello, freedom man!”

Today, the same refrain is heard throughout the world.  From the survivors of the 
Tsunami to the villages of Iraq, wherever and whenever the people of the world see the sailors of our country, they see the faces of freedom…the defenders of liberty…the ambassadors of hope.

Every day, your United States Navy has the chance to make the world safer.  And we can.

Every day, your United States Navy has the ability to spread freedom.  And we will.

And every day, your United States Navy has the power to fight and destroy terrorists.  And we must.

We will win this battle.  We will preserve, protect, and promote freedom. 

And as we continue to patrol the seas and support missions throughout the world, we will do so in a way that respects our colleagues in the other services and honors our ancestors before us.  

The greatest tribute we can offer to those who have died is to wave the banner of freedom proudly.  
This Memorial Day and every day…

May we never forget those who died…

May we never fail to live up to their standard…

And may we never falter in our fight for freedom at home and abroad.

May God bless you all. 

