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Good afternoon.
Thank you for inviting me to speak here today on one of the most important days in these three young men’s lives.  They say that the biggest promotion in any Naval Officer’s career is that from Midshipman or Officer Candidate to Ensign.  And, in my twenty-seven year career, I have found that to be true.
As a midshipman, your responsibilities are to academics and athletics, professional development and personal achievements.  As an Ensign – and at every level in the officer ranks – your continued academic performance and professional development will continue to be important.  But, how your sailors score on their advancement exams or qualification tests means even more.  Excelling on the PRT is all well and good, but your athletic prowess is pointless if you can’t motivate your sailors to do just as well.
Let me make this clear.  As officers, our number one priority is our sailors.  

Regardless of where we were commissioned – at the Naval Academy or here at the “Annapolis of the West” - our nation expects the same from all of us:  Excellence in leadership and a strict adherence to the Navy’s core values:  Honor, Courage, and Commitment.  

Either as Officer Candidates, who have served in the fleet, or as Midshipmen, you have all had the opportunity to observe examples of leadership at both ends of the spectrum – you may have even served under them at some point and more than once said to yourself, “When I’m an officer…”
Now, finish the sentence.  Because when you leave Boulder – whether for Dam Neck, Charleston, or Pensacola – you will be finishing the sentence every single day.  Make no mistake about it, every single day is important to your Navy career.  There are no “throw away” days and no “mulligans.”  Whether you realize it or not, you already have a reputation and how you nurture and shape it in the coming years will determine your credibility as a leader.

This is my challenge for you:
Make your family proud.

Make your nation proud.

Make your sailors proud.

Most importantly, make yourself proud.  If you can look into the mirror every day and stare down the person looking back at you with confidence that you have done your best and have lived with honor, courage, and commitment, then you can be proud.
And, I am proud of each of you.  Congratulations.

