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Thanks,  _____, for that kind introduction.  

Mr. President (J. Michael McGrath, President of the Navy League), National Officers and Directors, Members of the Navy League… Distinguished guests ... Ladies and Gentlemen...Thank you for inviting me to speak here tonight.   I’ve had a long and rewarding association with the Navy League…and I’m honored to be with you here in Kansas City.
I’d especially like to acknowledge the presence of – 
· VADM Robert Papp
· LTG Bill Caldwell  (invited – not sure if attending)
· (LtGen?) MajGen Doug Stone

· RDML Mary Landry, and…
· RADM(ret) Steve Pietropaoli…

I want to begin tonight by congratulating the 21 folks who were honored earlier today during the Sea Service Awards luncheon.  While the awards reflect what they did the past year, the recipients represent the future of our military.  The words of these awards speak volumes – leadership…excellence…achievement.  Those qualities are what the Navy, the Marine Corps, and the Coast Guard are all about.  The awardees should be justifiably proud of their accomplishments, and you should be proud of each of them.  I know I am.
I would also like to thank each and every one here tonight, along with all the members of the Navy League around the world, for the role you play in supporting our Sailors, Marines and Coastguardsmen.  In ports of call near and far from home, your hospitality and encouragement remind our troops that they do not stand alone…that their sacrifices do not go unappreciated.
I’m acutely aware of the fact that the only thing standing between you and dancing is…well…me.  I'm reminded of something that Lou Nizer once said as he prepared to address an august audience such as yourselves.  "My job tonight is to speak.  Yours is to listen.  If you finish your job before I finish mine, let me know and we'll bring this thing to an early close."  So Steve (Pietropaoli), if you finish listening early, give me a signal and we’ll move right on to the dancing.
This month marks the 233rd birthday of the United States Navy, as well as the 100th anniversary of the Great White Fleet.  In 1781, George Washington wrote, “Without a decisive Naval force we can do nothing definitive, and with it, everything honorable and glorious.” Those words are as true today, of all our Sea Services, as they were over one hundred years ago.
A century ago, America was emerging as a player on the international stage.  Theodore Roosevelt understood that one of the best, perhaps the best way, to demonstrate the growing influence of the United States to the world was to highlight the capabilities of our Navy.   
Incidentally, he also realized that the support of the nation was vital to the preservation of the Sea Services … and so over 100 years ago -- in 1902, to be exact … he gave his enthusiastic support to the founding of the Navy League.  Since the days of the Great White Fleet, your predecessors in the Navy League have been supporting our Sailors, Marines and Coastguardsmen at home and abroad.
Shakespeare once wrote that past is prologue.  Today, as in 1908, our nation continues to exert its influence abroad, and close to home, through the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard.  
These services are dispersed to all corners of the globe, keeping the seas open for commerce, combating transnational terrorism, and providing humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.
The key to all these operations, the fiber of our services, are our people: Sailors, Marines and Coastguardsmen.  Consider just for a moment the size of our force…
We have over 330,000 Sailors on Active Duty and 68,000 with the Reserves, one-fifth of whom are on deployment right now.  There are 15,000 Sailors boots-on-ground in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere in the Middle East.  15,000.  Our partners in the Coast Guard have 40,000 Active and 10,000 Reserve Guardsmen, many of whom are also serving in the Middle East.  And the Marine Corps has 199,000 Active and 94,000 Reserve Marines…29,000 of them are on the ground throughout the Middle East.  All told, your Sea Services muster nearly three quarters of a million men and women, with over 45,000 serving at the tip of the spear in CENTCOM.  At the end of the day, it is not only our fast ships, faster aircraft, and impressive equipment that win the day – it is the partnerships and cooperation forged by our people wherever they go.
There are certain missions that are inherent to the Sea Services – we have always done them, and done them well – forward presence, sea control, and power projection.  Those are big words for being in the right place, at the right time.  Tonight, the Navy has 282 ships, nearly half of which are deployed away from home port.  Five of 11 aircraft carriers and 5 of 11 “big-deck” amphib ships are at sea.  In the Coast Guard, 19 of 39 major cutters are underway; 2 cutters and 6 patrol vessels are forward deployed to the Arabian Gulf.
USS George Washington arrived in Japan last month, taking over duties as the Navy’s only forward-deployed aircraft carrier.  Her presence is a clear signal that the United States remains committed to security throughout the Western Pacific.
USS Theodore Roosevelt and her air wing are on station in the Gulf of Oman, flying combat sorties in support of coalition ground forces in Afghanistan.

Three Navy frigates just completed a deployment in the SOUTHCOM AOR, partnering with the Coast Guard and Joint Interagency Task Force South to interdict nearly 35 tons of cocaine before they reached our shores.
While our forces conduct combat operations in the Middle East, and provide regional deterrence in the Western Pacific, other units are operating in the Horn of Africa, the Caribbean, and the Gulf of Guinea to conduct Humanitarian Assistance missions – winning hearts and minds.
USS Boxer and USS Kearsarge are executing Continuing Promise 2008, reaching 9 countries over 6 months to deliver medical and other humanitarian assistance.  Kearsarge just delivered over 1 million pounds of supplies to Haiti after a wave of devastating storms hit the island.  In her most recent port visit to the Dominican Republic, she provided medical care to over 16,000 patients in 14 days.
Complementing our ongoing operations in support of the Global War on Terror, these highly-publicized efforts give the United States Navy a chance to show the American taxpayer, up close and personal, what a $159 billion per year investment buys.  And they show the rest of the world that, while ready to strike our enemies with devastating power, the Navy is swift to support our friends and allies and others whenever and wherever help is needed.

The oceans remain a dangerous place.  In addition to fighting two wars in the Middle East, there are no shortages of global maritime challenges to our Sea Services.  Consider the increasing proliferation of submarines and other asymmetric weapons, the rising threat to open sea lines of communication, and the need to operate in unfamiliar regions such as the high Arctic.  The Navy, Marines and Coast Guard are meeting these challenges head-on and finding not only threats, but opportunities.
Whether conducting combat operations against our enemies, strengthening ties with our friends, or delivering aid to innocent disaster victims, your Navy is a strong, capable force actively engaged in carrying out the Nation’s business around the world.

It is your country’s seapower which protects our American way of life, and keeps the lines of trade and communication open around the world.  It is your country’s seapower which is a global force for good, guarding our nation’s vital interests and joining with others to promote security and prosperity across the globe.  You should be proud of your Navy – I sure am!
Always remember -- the true strength of your Navy and your military is the people who devote their lives to a cause greater than themselves – who live leadership and excellence every day.  
Many of you here have spent time in uniform serving this country … and now thousands of young Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen, Marines and Coastguardsmen stand the watch around the world.

America is the country she is because of these young men and women, who are willing to forego wearing a business suit, forego strolling down easy street, and forego living the good life…to wear instead the cloth of the Nation ... to travel instead along an uncertain road fraught with peril…to live instead a life on the ragged edge of danger.  To live lives that matter.

Now, I don’t claim to be an expert on the Good Book but in  Ezekiel, God was searching for a person who would “Build up a wall and stand in the gap” to defend a new nation.  A warrior who would represent the honor and integrity of the people.  
We are fortunate in the United States to have strong men and women with exceptional physical and moral courage who are standing in the gap tonight for us in Iraq, in Afghanistan, at sea and in Guantanamo.     

Ladies and gentlemen, I’ve talked too long.  I’m reminded of the baseball story where the home team is getting pounded.  The manager walks out of the dugout directly to the mound ... where he takes the ball from the pitcher.  

The pitcher protests, “Coach, I’m not tired.”  The manager - - with a practiced eye - - says ... “Yeah, I know ... but the outfielders sure are.” 

So, for all you outfielders out there, let me close with these thoughts.

America’s strength comes from the synergy between the Nation’s brave sons and daughters who have chosen the warrior way – and the people and organizations in our communities and in industry that provide them with the steadfast support, the best equipment to get the job done.

You know, I love to visit the Navy Memorial in downtown D.C.  Most of you know that as the Lone Sailor.  From my perspective, he is the Lone Sailor ... looking out to sea ... ready for adventure ... ready to defend America with his very life.  But it occurs to me that my perspective is wrong.
If I look at the statue from the perspective of the Sailor ... he is anything but alone.  He has behind him, and with him, the support of the very Nation that sends him into harm’s way.  

Through this great organization, through your countless hours of work, each of you sends a powerful message to that Sailor ... and that message is “you are not alone”.  
Thanks to you, America’s fighting men and women can stand in the gap ... they can endure the pain of separation from family and friends ... they can carry-out their important mission of defending freedom around the globe.
For those of us in uniform, the support of the Navy League of the United States and like minded organizations are the bedrock of our strength.   We could not accomplish our mission without the great support of the Nation.  You’re all heroes in my book.  You fight right alongside the young men and women of the Armed forces and you do it not for any measure of personal glory but because you believe in our people, our mission and our Nation.  President Theodore Roosevelt once said:

“No man is warranted in feeling pride in the deeds of the Army and Navy of the past if he does not back up the Army and Navy of the present.”
Ladies and gentlemen … all of us in uniform thank all of you for what you do for us ... for backing us up in the here and now ... and for all you do for our Country. 
May God bless each great Patriot serving on the forward edge of the battle area – the FEBA of Freedom – at sea, in the air, in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and in Guantanamo. 
And may God bless this land of liberty we call America.
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