

1 MAY 03/Final


Introduction biography for ADM Vern Clark

Admiral Vern Clark was born in Sioux City, Iowa and raised in the Midwest.  

A graduate of Evangel College, he spent more than half of his career in command.  Admiral Clark commanded a patrol gunboat at the rank of Lieutenant and had command in every grade thereafter.  In addition to commanding SPRUANCE, lead ship of the class, he has also commanded CRUISER DESTROYER GROUP THREE, SECOND Fleet, and the U.S. Atlantic Fleet.  


Joint service has figured prominently in Admiral Clark’s career. In the decade of the 90’s, he spent seven years in joint assignments, including service as the director of Joint Staff’s Crisis Action Team during Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm as well as Director of Operations, J3, and Director of the Joint Staff.


Admiral Clark became the 27th Chief of Naval Operations on July 21, 2000.  In July 2002, he plotted a clear and direct course for the Navy to sail into the twenty-first century with the publication of Sea Power 21.  


Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Admiral Vern Clark.
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