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Thank you, Mr. President. I appreciate those kind words and confidence that you and Secretary 
Gates have expressed in me. Thank you also for allowing my wife, Deborah, and my sons, Jack 
and Michael, to be with us today.  

I think we all know that very little can be achieved in life without the love, support and sacrifice 
of one's family, and I'm certainly no exception.  

I'm honored to be nominated to serve as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at this critical time 
in our history, and I welcome the opportunity to work with the Senate for confirmation.  

If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with you, sir, Secretary Gates, the Congress, and 
our outstanding military leaders, including, of course, my fellow nominee, General "Hoss" 
Cartwright, as we wrestle with the diverse security challenges that lie before us.  

Clearly, we remain a nation at war against formidable enemies. The way forward in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the path we take now and in the future will shape the character of the longer, larger 
struggle against terror. It cannot be a military path alone. That much is clear.  

We must continue to focus on the broad range of America's defense and security commitments 
around the world, and on the many instruments of national power needed to safeguard those 
commitments.  

We must remain mindful that we live in a world made smaller by the speed of change, more 
dangerous by the actions of extremists and tyrants, and, yet, more hopeful, more promising, by 
the power of partnerships, cooperation and trust.  

The men and women of America's Armed Forces understand these complex challenges, Mr. 
President, and as you know, are finding new ways to overcome them each and every day.  

Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, Coast Guardsmen and their families are the most 
dedicated, talented and courageous people with whom I have ever been privileged to serve.  

Representing them, serving them, in turn, as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, would be my great 
honor.  

Thank you.  
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