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President Bush, President Bush, Secretary Gates, ladies and gentlemen and especially the Sailors of the United States Ship George H.W. Bush:
Today is a day of incredible work achieved and incredible work to be done. This nuclear aircraft carrier, a piece of sovereign American territory; a floating, moveable American base, could only have been built here by the thousands of men and women who are American shipbuilders and who are without fear. The hard work and the ingenuity of the shipbuilder, the engineer and the scientist tower above us today. 

However while this day is the culmination for some, it is just the beginning for our Sailors who will serve in George H.W. Bush. Capt. O'Flaherty to take command of this ship is to take on an awesome responsibility to the nation and to our future. The standard that you set will last a very long time when you consider that the last commanding officer of George H.W. Bush has not yet been born. 
This great warship will be a part of the next 50 years of American history, in peace and in war. None of us can predict what the next 50 years will hold and few would have expected when we commissioned the USS Kitty Hawk decades ago, the aircraft carrier that this ship replaces, that it would go from donating 300,000 gallons of water to drought-stricken Hong Kong, to launching carrier air strikes into Southeast Asia, to participating in a contingency operation during the Iranian Hostage Crisis and to striking ashore in two wars in the Middle East. 
Recently we have seen our carriers strike targets ashore and similarly they have served as staging bases for the largest humanitarian relief operation ever undertaken, the tsunami of 2004. And while we do not know exactly what the future holds, we can be sure that USS George H.W. Bush will provide commanders in chief for the next five decades with options, options to respond in ways that no other nation can. 

So Capt. O'Flaherty, to the Sailors of this ship, today you bring life to this extraordinary ship. Your skills and your enthusiasm, your courage and your determination, will lead this ship to greatness. Set the bar very high so that everyone is always reaching for it. Your ships’ namesake and the nation expect nothing less. Thank you very much.
