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Thank you XO (Lt. Cmdr. Robert Brooks), Congressmen (John) Adler, Adm. Mullen, Adm. (Russell) Crane, the Chief of the Royal Australian Navy- it’s wonderful to have you and Michelle here with us. Especially Anna Mae (Meyer), the Meyer family, distinguished guests family and friends, Sailors and Navy civilians active and retired, citizens of the great city of Philadelphia and most of all, the fortunate crew of the Wayne E. Meyer. You are truly a fortunate crew for many reasons, but three come to my mind as the most significant.  

First, you are fortunate because you have the privilege to be Sailors in the United States Navy in defense of the United States of America. In the history of our nation, there have been only a few who have been able to lay that claim. And for that reason, you have a tremendous opportunity before you. 

Second, you will man the most capable warship in the world. I challenge you to find another ship, another system in our military, in deed in any military, that can effectively conduct ballistic missile defense, air defense, sea control, counter piracy operations, anti-submarine warfare, humanitarian assistance and also foster maritime partnerships and enhance maritime security through operations with navies around the world. These ships are the workhorses of our nation. 

And third, you will sail under the name: Wayne E. Meyer. No naval officer in recent history has distinguished himself as a visionary, as an innovator and as a leader as did Wayne Meyer. 

Even though he only left us a short time ago, his legacy will live on in this ship and in the spirit and in the officers and Sailors who will serve her for generations to come. But while his vision and drive were remarkable in bringing Aegis to the fleet, what we did not know then, although I do believe Wayne knew it then, was that the Aegis weapons system would become the most capable ballistic missile defense system in the world. One that can protect our homeland, our citizens and our friends allies and partners globally. 

His legacy- in deed he does have one powerful legacy- and his memory will live on in our Navy. And I know the Sailors of Wayne E. Meyer will keep his spirit of excellence and his drive to serve in mind in all you do. Excellence can be your only standard because you are the most important ship; you are the most important crew this ship will have in its long history. You will set this ship’s course for the next 35 years as it serves our nation. Keep that in mind always. 

To all who brought us to this day, the engineers, the builders, those at the program offices; you are a vital part of our Navy. We would not have the strength and the power to put her to sea without your great work and I thank you for that. 

And to the captain of this fine warship, I had the pleasure of standing in your shoes on the deck of the second Arleigh Burke destroyer in 1992. And let me tell you, that this ship that you take command of today bares little resemblance to what we had back then. The war fighting power that will be at your command is light years ahead of what I had. Lead your crew with the confidence that your ship is the most capable ship on the oceans, but also realize that her full potential lies in the hands of the Sailors of Wayne E. Meyer. 

Do well and God speed. 

