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Thank you Mr. Secretary [Hon Robert Work] and as I look out on the crowd, I want to remind everyone that a little water never hurt a Sailor, so be patient with me. 

Senator Sessions [Honorable Jeff Sessions] and Representative Bonner [Honorable Jo Bonner], thank you so much for what you do for our Navy, for your leadership of our country and all of the support that you give our young men and women who wear the uniform of our nation. 
Adm. [Vern] Clark, it is great to see you and Connie here: as [Vice] Admiral Curtis said, you wanted this in on your watch.  I could not be more proud to be serving as the Chief of Naval Operations and see your vision through. It means a great deal not just to our Navy, but to me personally to be able to do this. 
Gen. [Robert] Magnus, great to see you and Rose here. And Mayor [Samuel Leon] Jones, thank you for the hospitality of your wonderful city. It is truly a terrific place. 
Doreen Scott, the ship’s sponsor, the lady whose spirit will sail on this ship for years and decades to come. Thank you for what you are doing for our Navy. 
To the commanding officers of Independence and to the Sailors of Independence, this is a very special day as you bring your ship into the Navy. And for all of us here today, you can be so proud of that Navy. 

You know, when we all were waking up a week ago on a Saturday morning, we all knew that there was an island called Haiti; we knew that it was a place where people lived a tough life. Little did we know that today, the focus of the world is on that island. And little would be know that the United States Navy today- that there would be a nuclear powered aircraft carrier with a collection of helicopters, there would be an amphibious ready group headed that way, there would be a hospital ship headed that way, there would be salvage ships headed that way, there would be diving teams headed that way- that is your United States Navy and all of us can be very proud of the young men and women who are making that response possible. 

On July 4th, 1776, “the Representatives of the United States of America assembled in a General Congress,” wrote, “In the name and by authority of the good people of these colonies, (we) solemnly publish and declare, that these United States colonies are and of right ought to be free and independent states.”

It was a revolutionary concept and indeed a revolutionary act and today, to honor those words which held such weight for our nation, we commission a revolutionary warship, the second in its class. 

By the labor of thousands of engineers, welders, electricians, and craftsmen Independence once again becomes a United States Ship. 

To those men and women who built this ship, I thank each and every one of you for what you have given the nation and our Navy. You have overcome the highest hurdles in the creation of this class of warship as has been said many times this morning; it is truly unique in the world. 

What this ship class will do, because of its modular capabilities, its speed, its shallow draft and most of all, the size of this class- the many ships that will make it up- make this ship unlike any other. Independence and Freedom, the first two ships of the Littoral Combat class, will take the banner of American independence to the seas and shores of every continent and ensure the freedom and security of the seas upon which all nations rely. 

LCS will have the capability, either alone, with other elements of our Fleet and with our international partners, to secure the littoral regions upon which communities rely on for food, transportation and for their well-being, to protect critical chokepoints in the global supply chain, to launch unmanned air, underwater and surface vehicles that will keep our trade at sea and our men and women ashore safe from harm and it will even be able to access and deliver humanitarian assistance and provide disaster response to those in need. Indeed, Independence’s carrying capability and capacity, and speed and draft would be an important element to have in Haiti this day. 

The commissioning of this ship puts into the hands of the two crews before us today a most extraordinary opportunity and responsibility. To the Sailors of USS Independence, I will tell you that there are no two crews who are more important to this ship in its lifetime than yours. The standards that you set, the tone you will create will be with this ship forever. Your job is to set the bar so high that those who follow you who come aboard they will only attempt to be able to reach it. 

In closing, I offer two quotes from two of our presidents.  On Independence Day in 1821, John Quincy Adams told us that quote, “America’s glory is not dominion, but liberty…she has a spear and a shield; but the motto upon her shield is, freedom, independence, peace. This has been her declaration: this has been, as far as her necessary intercourse with the rest of mankind would permit, her practice.”

Last month President Obama, our current commander in chief, reminded the world that quote, “the United States of America has helped underwrite global security for more than six decades with the blood of our citizens and the strength of our arms… we have borne this burden because we seek not to impose our will. We have done so out of enlightened self-interest—because we seek a better future for our children and our grandchildren. And we believe that their lives will be better if others’ children and grandchildren can live in freedom and prosperity.” 

Out maritime strategy will continue to carry out the vision of our nation and USS Independence will be a great instrument of that strategy. Her’s will be the march of the mind, her’s will be the strength of arms that with the spear and the shield will proclaim and ensure the freedom of our seas and the independence of our nation. 


Thank you very much.

