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Well thank you very much MCPON [Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy] and I cannot think of a better way to spend a day than to be here to recognize and to promote our Navy’s Sailors of the Year. For all who are here today, I thank you for coming and joining us in this wonderful occasion. 
We are here as I said to honor these great sailors and, I’ll confirm this, to promote them to chief petty officer: OS1 Samira McBride, HM1 Ingrid Cortez, CTT1 Cassandra Foote and HM1 Shalanda Brewer. 
You know, it’s really quite an achievement to be here. Quite frankly it’s an extraordinary achievement to be here. When you consider that in our Navy today, there are 433,881 Sailors who serve.  And standing before you are four of those 433,000 sailors. The odds of these four terrific professionals being here is extremely small and for those of you who play lotteries, you know what odds are like. 

They are not only long odds, but I can assure you as I travel the world and visit with our Navy in every ocean and every continent, I know how competitive that field is because our sailors are doing absolutely extraordinary work. And they are not here by chance; they are here because they have shown that they are indeed the best of the best. 

Among them, there are associates degree, a bachelor’s degree candidate, countless hours of volunteer service, tours in support of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. We have a multi-lingual air controller who is advanced our global engagement with her skills, a hospital corpsman with extensive recruiting and career counseling experience in service to tomorrow’s Navy, a cryptologist with special operations experience from an individual assignment to Qatar, and a radiologist technologist from St. Louis who rejoined our Navy- rejoined our active component- to support the Navy’s expeditionary medical capabilities in Germany. 

And as you’ve heard said, this is the first time in the Navy’s history that all four sailors of the year are women. 
These sailors have sustained high performance in their careers, and they are at the top of their game today. They live the Navy ethos and serve as an example to all our sailors- men and women. 

Sailors like these should make us all confident that the Navy has the best talent it has ever had to handle whatever challenges will come our way in the future. 
But we are not focused solely on their pasts as storied as they may be.  What I like most about this program that allows us to go into our navy and select the very best is that these four Sailors know that the Navy appreciates their dedication, their performance, their competence and that we expect even more from you in the days and the months and the years to come. 
Many of you have heard me say on several occasions that advancements are not rewards, advancements are not really about the past, they are about the future. Advancements are about an affirmation of the United States Navy’s belief in the potential that we see in each and every one of you. 

Sailors of the Year, I congratulate you on what you have achieved to date and I know that I don’t even have to ask you to dedicate yourselves to even higher standards of performance and accomplishment. But I will ask you that you rededicate yourselves to molding the young sailors of tomorrow in your image. I want you to have the opportunity to stand here again on another occasion, on another day to mentor another Sailor of the Year that is coming along.  To welcome them into the mess, to carry on that tradition of our Navy of selfless service that you have optimized in your service to date. 

And I want to take this opportunity to thank the families that are here.  I know that the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy who is here with me today, those who are serving in uniform, and even those who are retired- they would be the first to say that we who put this uniform on every day and do what we love to do could not do that if it were not for you, for your support, your encouragement, your love and sometimes just a good straight talking conversation about getting our feet back on the ground and moving ahead. And so I thank you for what you do day in and day out. 

In closing, I would like to thank all of the sailors who are here today and our Navy civilians who serve alongside. Yours is a calling that few can have. Yours is a noble calling to take the Navy of the United States of America and sail the world’s oceans to be that force for good- that extraordinary force for good. You are indeed the fortunate few. Thank you very much. 

