Chief of Naval Operations

Adm. Gary Roughead 
Remarks as delivered at

E-2D Fleet Roll-Out ceremony

Norfolk, Virginia 

July 29, 2010

But for all the distinguished guests that are here, it really is a special day. I’d like to thank Mayor Fraim, Mayor (inaudible) for all that you do for our men and women in Tidewater and in your great cities. You make it possible for us to enjoy a quality of life that is absolutely extraordinary.  You care for our people, and equally important, you make it possible for the young men and women who are here that are represented throughout our ships and squadrons and submarines to be able to train in ways that are important to them and to the Navy and to the nation because that is probably the greatest quality of life that we can give to our Sailors- is to try and train them properly to do the job the nation asks of them. 

And most of all, I would like to welcome to all the young sailors and the leaders that are here today because this is a terrific day for you.  It’s a great day for naval aviation as we embark on a year that will take us to the centennial of naval aviation. 
And we have an opportunity to celebrate 50 years of airborne early warning by introducing this incredible airplane to the Fleet. And I’m going to be brief because that’s the star of the show and that’s what the young folks here today want to see. 

Naval aviation is operating robustly and ably all over the world today. As we are here in Norfolk, six aircraft carriers, four large deck amphibious ships and their aircraft are underway across the Navy’s numbered fleets. 

From critical support to ongoing operations in the Middle East, where the Eisenhower Strike Group and the CVW-7 recently completed nearly 3,000 combat sorties and over 17,000 combat flight hours in support to the U.S. and coalition forces, participated in major multination exercises like the biennial Rim of the Pacific in Hawaii where in addition to the 14 nations that are involved, the USS Ronald Reagan and over 30 Navy and Marine aviation commands are participating. 

Naval aviation is on the point- in old way and in new- answering the nation’s call. The fact is, we have no time to loose in getting this aircraft to the Fleet. The missions that E-2s conduct today as part of carrier air wings or even as part of independent operations demand technical innovations that’s represented in the E-2D. 

From providing maritime airborne early warning, airborne command and control, and communications relay, to long-range ground surveillance and surveillance in the littorals, to strike support over land and even support to irregular missions like drug interdiction, and other interdiction operations; the E-2C has been asked of and has performed extraordinarily. 

The advanced Hawkeye will take up those missions with renewed vigor and advanced technology. It is a two-generation leap in surveillance capabilities and it’s going to be a game changer in information dominance for the United States Navy. In my time in the Pacific and the Atlantic Fleets, I have witnessed the changing nature of information; how we gather, how we process it, how we manage it, exchange it, and use it in all of our operations. 

We will operate from here on out in an environment characterized by an ever-increasing need for information, and the E-2D will ensure carrier air wings and beyond capture, process and disseminate that information organically well into the future. 

This is also an exciting time for the future of naval aviation. Today marks the third major naval aviation program milestone in the past year. I’ve had the privilege to roll out the first P-8 Poseidon aircraft last July. We saw the first flight of the Navy’s Joint Strike Fighter last month and today, we will roll out the E-2D. 

But equally important, in April of this year, the Navy’s VTUAV Fire Scout deployed aboard a ship early and by virtue of being there was able to support the not insignificant interdiction of cocaine in the Caribbean. And just earlier this month, the Navy and Air Force signed a memorandum of agreement to make certain we build efficiently on a broad area of maritime surveillance system that has already paid operation dividends in the Central Command Area of Operations. 

We know that that the agility and the flexibility of the Navy as a force means we will be called upon again and again, especially as we see less inclination or opportunity to involve ground forces in the future. 

Fiscal pressures are undoubtedly tight enough to affect our investment decisions, so we must explore every option to ensure that we remain true to what is most important- which is being ready, relevant and capable and being that force into the future. 

We are operating in a period of rapid change, challenge and opportunity and the technological hurdles that the aviation community continues to overcome are impressive by any standard, whether one looks at the Ford-class carrier, the joint strike fighter, the P-8, the E-2D, our unmanned systems- naval aviation is in the process of building a re-imagined future and a re-imagined Fleet that we will need for tomorrow’s challenges.

And such an undertaking is not easy. We must explore new technologies aggressively and improve acquisition to maintain affordability. The work this team did to ensure delivery of the E-2D stayed on schedule and with steady costs over the last three years is indeed worthy of praise.  And I thank all who were involved- Navy and industry both, thank you very much for that. 

We cannot afford to overlook similar opportunities to strengthen the stability and the capability of naval aviation for the future of our Navy. 

So I’m very pleased to accept for the Navy, the delivery of the first advanced Hawkeye today and I, along with our Sailors in the Fleet, look forward to seeing many great years of service from E-2D. 
Congratulations and thank you. 

