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Good morning. It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be with you this morning to see your Navy on this display, but most importantly to be able to speak to the future leaders of your great Navy. You have the good fortune as young men to be looking ahead into the future as leaders of your Navy. I t is an important and an exciting responsibility because the importance of the world’s sea lanes, of which the Suez Canal is a vital part, and the impact the Egyptian Navy and the waters surrounding Egypt have played since the dawn of modern global maritime endeavors. Egypt has a proud Naval tradition- the most ancient ship stores, 4,000 years old, were discovered here in Egypt- I am confident that tradition can continue for many many years to come. 

If you ever questioned the importance of the seas and oceans to the conduct of world affairs, I ask that you only remember three words: commerce, communication and resources. 

It is those three words that summarize the incredible importance of the seas to today’s way of life, and to the importance of our navies. Ninety percent of the world’s commerce moves on the oceans. Ninety-five percent of intercontinental communications move on the cables of the ocean floor. Sixty-five percent of oil and thirty-five percent of gas reserves are in littoral areas of the world. And we will soon see, and you will see especially in your careers, the importance of wind energy and wave energy and even tidal energy. And one can tell by the importance of fishing stocks the world over. 

The seas connect us, they feed us and our economies, and they are also useful for defense, especially since maritime forces are able to move on the world’s oceans outside of territorial waters without permission. But while the oceans and here on the Nile offer security and stability of our nations, the challenges and threats to maritime security are ever expanding: proliferation of advanced weapon systems, and once removed or non-existent battlefields are gaining in prominence in the littoral areas, in cyberspace and underway at sea. 

We see populations moving to coastlines the world over, increasing the importance of the seas to support and defend that changing population. There will be resource competition in your lifetimes that I and Adm. Mameesh [Admiral Mohab Mameesh, Chief Commander of Egyptian Naval Forces] did not have to deal with, though we deal with demographic pressures and there will be competition for water, fish and land. 

Climate change will range from weather pattern shifts, to changes in the ice caps which will change everything from water density and salinity to transit routes. There will be increased disorder in the form of human trafficking, narcotics trafficking, piracy and terrorism. 

The many challenges facing the nations and the navies today could be used as an excuse to pull nations apart; it could be used to do that, but it is not. Rather, these challenges have brought nations to come together to combine our strengths and confront challenges to a common interest at sea. 

These partnerships, like a strong partnership like this between the United States Navy and t he Egyptian Navy, improve maritime security and stability and takes many forms. 

First, as a basis to cooperation and security, is the exchange of information. To protect the oceans we must know what is moving on, over and under the oceans, that is all a part of maritime domain awareness. That awareness allows us to enhance operations such as Task Force-151 of my delegation, against piracy off the coast of Somalia. That type of cooperation is also in training operations such as which recently concluded in Operation Bright Star. 

There are many ways to build partnerships and those partnerships can serve a great good for many nations and navies, but the one thing that can’t happen without the right leadership and that’s what my Academy and this great Academy do for our countries. 

In all things that navies do, nothing is more important than leadership. When you begin your first assignment, of all things you must be ready to lead. You’ll be trusted with Sailors who will look to you to do the right thing. You must inspire them, care for them and encourage their development as skilled members of your Navy and your team. Your leadership will depend on the degree to which Sailors trust you and also to a degree to which your fellow Naval officers of all navies of the world trust you- a trust that will be earned by your actions, not just by words. Strong officers, ones that lead your Navy to greatness must also have the ability to look forward and to envision the future of your Navy that will bring peace and prosperity to their nation. 

You too must develop your vision and prepare yourself, educate yourself and seek every opportunity to build relationships with other foreign leaders who are in the same position in life as you are looking to the future, sharing a common vision of peace, prosperity and security. That is your duty. That is a solid promise that you make to your country and that is something that I congratulate you on being able to do as you lead your great Navy into the future. Thank you very much. 

