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Good Morning and I’d like to give a special welcome to the parents, the families, the friends who are here to share in this very, very special event because without your support, your encouragement, your understanding and your love of those who are standing on this parade deck, this would not be possible.  So, I thank you for what you have done, the character that you have instilled in these young men and women. This is an exiting day for all of us and all that stands between this event and a free afternoon with your families is me, so I’m going to be rather brief in my remarks.

As you go out to a Fleet that is ready to welcome you, your energy and your ideas and your incredible talent, I want you to never forget the privilege that you have earned. You are a United States Sailor. It is a privilege and joy by only by a fortunate few in our Nation’s history and it is a privilege with a glorious past and a storied history. Only 28 percent of the young men and women in our country qualify to wear the uniform of our Nation and less than that can rise to the opportunity to meet head on the challenges that you have met here and the many opportunities and challenges that will face you in the future. It is a point of pride for you, for your families and your friends because what you do as a United States Sailor can be done by no one else but you and the shipmates that you will soon join.
In your training, and as we recited here, you have learned the creed of every Sailor but as you set out into the wider Fleet, the wider Fleet of Sailors around the world and our Navy civilians who work closely with us, you must also become part of – and demonstrate – our Navy Ethos. That Ethos is our statement of beliefs, of values, of principles and distinguishing characteristics as Sailors in the greatest Navy in the world. It complements our creed because it is not a statement of what we live by, but it is a statement of who we are. And I know that our graduates today will embody this Ethos, so I want to take this opportunity to tell it to the families and the friends that join us today. 

The Ethos states that we – your husbands, your wives, your sons, your daughters, moms, dads and friends together with me and 380,000 Sailors and Navy civilians – are the United States Navy and our Nation’s Seapower. We are ready guardians of peace and we are victorious in war. We are professional Sailors and civilians, a diverse and agile force, exemplifying the highest standards of service to our Nation at home, abroad, at sea and ashore. Integrity is the foundation of our conduct. Respect for others is fundamental to our character and decisive leadership is crucial to our success. We are a team, disciplined and well prepared, committed to mission accomplishment. We do not waiver in our dedication and we do not waiver in our accountability to our shipmates and to our families. We are patriots forged by the Navy’s core values of honor, courage and commitment. In times of war and peace, our actions reflect our proud heritage and our tradition. We defend our Nation and prevail in the face of adversity with strength and with determination and dignity. We are the United States Navy. 
This is our ethos. This is who we are and what we do for you and for our Nation. Each and every one of you, every American, can be proud of what these graduates have accomplished. But also proud of the opportunities that they will have to make the United States and the world a safer place. To the graduates: congratulations on your achievement. Our ships, our submarines, our aircraft, our shore stations all have no value without you and the many Sailors that are out there waiting to welcome you aboard. I thank you for your service. I look forward to seeing you in the Fleet and seeing all that you will accomplish. Well done!
