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Good morning. Welcome families and friends, and especially the Sailors of USS New York. Today is a day of great achievement. Our skilled men and women, the nation's great ship builders, who built this ship forged from destruction an image of American resilience and strength. But while today is a great day of achievement for shipbuilders, it is also the first day of service for a Navy warship and her crew. 

The ship across the way is now ready to serve our great nation; ready to sail in harms way on any point on any of the world’s oceans to prevent conflict when possible and to win decisively when necessary; ready to carry our shipmates in the Marine Corps into harms way; ready to defend the interests of our nation by force if necessary; ready to secure the maritime commons for peaceful trade; ready to support our partners and allies through humanitarian assistance and aide; and ready to show the flag of our nation as a symbol and a message of freedom of commitment and resolve. Wherever she sails in the next 40 years ensuring peace of victory, USS New York will forever conjure the valor, the sacrifice, the heroism and the tenacity of New York. 

Cmdr. (Curt) Jones, Sailors of USS New York, today you bring life to this extraordinary ship. Heed your motto and never forget where this ship came from; never forget from what it was forged and never forget the legacy it honors. Your skill, your competence, your courage and your commitment set the standard for this ship. Set the bar very high. This ship’s namesake and our nation expect nothing less. 

