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Good morning Congressman Moore, Secretary Winter, Mrs. Birgit Smith, Admiral and Mrs. Gehman, welcome to our distinguished guests, family, and friends, and to the NJROTC and NROTC cadets and midshipmen here today, there are 5 high schools as well as the Chicago NROTC consortium and the NROTC unit from Marquette University represented today and I am pleased they could join us in this important commissioning.
Freedom is the idea that really founded our great nation.
It means to be free of restraints, it means liberty from oppression…and it is also synonymous with independence.
Incidentally, if you look up freedom in Webster’s dictionary, you will find that it is listed before the term “freedom of the seas” – “which is the doctrine of the ships of any nations may travel through international waters unhampered.”
But freedom is more than a concept, more than a word to be defined in a dictionary…because today, after years of hard work by thousands of engineers, craftsmen, steelworkers, welders, and electricians, Freedom is a United States ship.
A few weeks ago I saw an article by a young woman named Candace LaCosse in the Duluth News Tribune – she is the daughter of Jim LaCosse, LCS’ program manager - and I think she put it best:  “It is a beautiful thing to see an idea become a reality when people put their heart and soul into its completion.”
The men and women who bring the nation this ship, who overcame the biggest and highest hurdles that this ship will ever face in its long and distinguished career in the history of the littoral combat ship.  And I thank each and every one of them for what they have given the nation and the Navy.
Now the ship becomes part of the line and there are two crews here and two commanding officers who will take this ship to sea for the first time.  There are no two crews who are more important to this ship than yours.  The standards that you set, the confidence that you have and the tone that exists will be with this ship forever.  Your job is to set the bar so high that when others come aboard they will only hope to attain it, and you will have served your Navy and your nation well.
What this ship will do, because of its modular capabilities, speed, draft, and most of all the size of this class – 55 ships in LCS – is to take to the seas and shores of every continent, the banner of American freedom and the ability to ensure the freedom and security of the seas upon which we all rely.
Freedom, and soon – very soon I trust – Independence will be joining the fleet.  You will be taking these ships to places around the globe that have never before seen a warship or the American flag.  You will have the capability to sail in and protect – either alone, with other ships of the United States Navy or our international partners – you will be able to sail in littoral regions which will become increasingly important to our nation.  You will be able to patrol and ensure the critical chokepoints of the global supply chain.  You will be able to launch unmanned aerial vehicles, surface vehicles, and underwater vehicles that will keep our trade at sea and our men and women ashore safe from harm, and when the need arises you will act quickly to assist those in need. 
John Quincy Adams proclaimed on Independence Day in 1821 that, “The independence of America’s glory is not dominion, but liberty. Her march is the march of the mind. She has a spear and a shield: but the motto upon her shield is freedom, independence, and peace. This has been her declaration; this has been – as far as her necessary intercourse with the rest of mankind would permit – her practice.”
Our maritime strategy embodies this quote and USS Freedom will sail as an instrument of that strategy.  Hers will be the march of the mind with the spear and the shield; she will proclaim and ensure the freedom of our seas and freedom of the nation.
