Interview with Chief of Naval Operations in China 
MC: Sir, what was the purpose of your visit to China and how does it relate to the maritime strategy?

CNO:  My purpose for visiting China was to meet, once again, with my counterpart the Chief of People’s Liberation Army Navy, or PLA Navy -- Vice Adm. Wu Sheng Li, to spend time with him and participate in his celebration of the 60th anniversary of the PLA Navy and to participate in the international forum where there were leaders of other world navies. The real reason was to see where we can work more closely together, where we can cooperate, and how we can take those efforts and add that to the many other things that our Navy is doing as part of our maritime strategy.
MC: What are some examples of how the U.S. Navy and the PLA Navy are working together?

CNO: I believe the best example of how the PLA Navy and the U.S. Navy are working together is the counter-piracy operations off of Somalia. The PLA Navy has now deployed two task forces there. The first one just completed several months on station and the second one just arrived. I think that’s the best example of positive cooperation. We had the opportunity in the last couple of weeks for the commander of our task force and the commander of their task force to exchange visits on the command ship and I think there’s greater potential there for cooperation. But we have also participated in port visits in each other’s countries. We have a presence in the search and rescue exercises in both China and the United States and with that said -- I seem to find a way that we can cooperate on a reciprocal basis where we both find advantage in the activities that we pursue. To date, our best example of our work together is the counter-piracy operations. 
MC: What are some future operations that we would like to participate in with the PLA Navy?

CNO: Well I think clearly we’re going to be participating in counter-piracy operations for the foreseeable future. Regrettably that problem is not going to go away. It is something that affects all nations and all navies, so we’re going to continue our participation there and as well as with the PLA Navy. But I also believe that we have the opportunity to continue to expand on the search and rescue exercises, similar to what we have done in the past. Both of us have an interest in seeing where we can go with humanitarian assistance exercises because we don’t know when the next natural disaster is going to hit. And so, Adm. Wu Sheng Li and I believe that our navies must be ready; and that we can be more ready if we practice together.
MC: Thank you sir.
