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Thank you [Vice Adm.] Dave [Architzel] for that very wonderful and kind introduction. The truth be known, the reason I am where I am is because you’ve boosted me up to that point so I thank you for that. Congressman Brown, General Livingston, General Bergman, Admiral Reason, Admiral Meyer, families, friends, Sailors, Navy civilians, active and Reserve; to our two great sponsors of the ship: Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Roekler, thank you for the role that you play in not only bringing this ship to life but in imparting your spirit into her for the rest of her life. But my remarks are especially to the crew of USS Truxtun. It is such a great day to be here. Like Mike Petters, I too have ties to Charleston. Many years ago as a young lieutenant, it was my great privilege to serve here and to live here in what is an incredibly welcoming and warm community. So it’s a special pleasure for me to come back to be part of this commissioning ceremony for such a great and capable warship. 
This ship, like the five before her, will sail under a great name: Truxtun. Commodore Thomas Truxtun; a commander who won in war – not once suffering a defeat during the American Revolution. He was a seafarer who explored the world and interacted with foreign trading partners from the Atlantic, to the Indian, and to the Pacific Oceans. And a commander of one of the six original frigates, Constellation -- which was sent long ago to protect American merchantmen from pirates. So some things never change.
But, in a letter to Timothy Pickering, in his time, Commodore Truxtun once wrote, “I wish peace from the bottom of my soul, but I desire to see us prepared for war, in every respect.” 
The spirit of Commodore Truxtun is alive and well in today’s Navy. We continue to span the globe in support of our Nation's interests, and despite his valiant efforts, we continue to fight the scourge of piracy. But most of all, we believe, like Commodore Truxtun, that while we must endeavor to maintain peace, we must be prepared for war in every respect
However, for as much as today’s Navy carries on the great traditions set by Commodore Truxtun and his contemporaries, we are a different Navy from the Navy of a long time ago. We are a different Navy because the world is a different place. With the exception of piracy, the threats that we face today bear little resemblance to the threats of old. The rate of change and the dynamic of international relations has changed dramatically.
So while we retain the best of our history and our heritage, we are at an inflexion point in our history. The assumptions and the models that we once used no longer apply. We must make wise, bold and fresh decisions that will ensure victory long into the future. Decisions that will rebalance our forces and enhance our ability to fight today’s wars and hedge against other risks and contingencies.
Truxtun, the newest of our Aegis class guided missile destroyers, represents one of those fresh decisions. The utility and the importance and the versatility of the Arliegh Burke class of guided missile destroyers and the clear decision to restart the production line and increase the number of ballistic missile upgrades to our Aegis fleet reaffirms the importance of these ships. This ship is a member of the most advanced, the most capable and flexible surface combatant class in the world.  Nothing comes close.
Two weeks ago, it was an Aegis destroyer, USS Bainbridge (DDG 96), that successfully rescued an American merchant captain from pirates off Somalia. A week before that it was the AEGIS destroyers [USS] Curtis Wilbur (DDG 54), [USS] Stethem (DDG 63), and [USS] Fitzgerald (DDG 62) that tracked the North Korean ballistic missile. And last year, it was the Aegis destroyer [USS] McFaul (DDG 74) that first docked in Georgia after it was invaded by Russian forces. And just to be clear that wasn’t your neighboring state -- that was the country.
These ships dominate the air and sea whenever they sail and wherever they sail with an ability to launch Tomahawk cruise missiles, to prosecute submarines, and to provide air and missile defense capabilities without equal. They give today’s warfighters the technology they need to ensure victory and to assure both our allies and our adversaries that we will not be defeated.
Today, after years of hard work by thousands of engineers, and managers and extraordinary craftsman, Truxtun comes to life again to sail in the service to our nation. To all who brought us to this day, you are a vital part of our Navy and our nation. We would not have the strength and power we need without it and so Mike as the representative of that team, I thank you for all that you and your colleagues do to build these great ships for us.

To the Sailors who will sail in this great ship, you are the most important crew that this ship will ever have. You will set the course for this ship for the next 35 years. Excellence can be your only standard and I know that you will uphold that standard in ways that others cannot. And to the captain of this fine warship, I had the pleasure of standing in your shoes on the deck of the second Arleigh Burke guided missile destroyer and let me tell you that what we commission today bears little resemblance to what I had back then. 
This ship is a world apart from the ship that I put in commission. For those who say this is old technology, they are absolutely wrong. The warfighting power that will be at your command is unequalled and it is light years ahead of anything that we built in to the first Aegis ships. Lead your crew with confidence that your ship is the most capable combatant that sails on the world’s oceans today, but also know that her full potential can only be realized by your crew. The hardware is not what matters; it is the young men and women who are standing in ranks in front of us today. Do well and Godspeed.  
