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Thank all of you for being here and especially for the awardees today. It really is a pleasure to join with you and recognize the work that you have undertaken, but more than that, the commitment that you express in everything you do towards our environment. 
And the commands that we’re going to recognize today really are in the forefront of reducing and eliminating hazardous materials. They are working with the public; they are working with governmental agencies and nongovernmental organizations to conserve natural resources. They’re preserving open space for plants and animals and they’re even restoring the plant life and animal species that occupy the same space and areas where we do our work. 

The commands are great at recycling and they recognize the commands and individuals who truly care for the environment and are finding every way possible to be good stewards of the earth on which we live.  I’m so pleased to be able to be here to publicly recognize and congratulate you and to talk about the important relationship between the Navy and the environment.

I think and I’m going to be very parochial here, that perhaps more than any other service, than any other profession, a Sailor is intimately linked to the environment and our interest in preserving that environment goes far back in our history. Next week we’re going to be having a commemoration here, out in front of the Navy Memorial – Ted Walker has been so generous to allow us to use – in commemorating a battle that took place long ago: the Battle of Midway in the middle of the Pacific.  As I was doing some thinking and research on that, I found that even as far back as 1945, the Navy was already concerning itself with the population of the Layson Rail and Layson Finch birds on Midway Island and the surrounding islands and that commitment to our wildlife exists today. And this year alone, the United States Navy will spend approximately $22 million on scientific research relating to just marine mammals. Twenty-two million dollars.

We have a recipient here today, Naval Air Engineering Station Lakehurst, that has been recognized by the EPA for best performance in the public sector for land conservation and habitat restoration work.
As a Navy, we explore and observe the vast depths of the sea, we are sometimes at the mercy of the weather, and we are privileged to see nature the way few others can – like the stars at night when you’re at sea, far away from land and the ambient light that exists there, and then for some of us who have even been lucky enough to see the famous green flash, we are indeed privileged to have that unique relationship with nature.

Because we see firsthand also how fragile our ecosystems are and how the environment is already playing an important role in our world-wide operations today; from the devastating effects of the 2004 tsunami, to Hurricane Katrina, and to the political challenges that I believe are ahead of us in the changing environment in the Arctic and the competition for limited resources such as water and oil.

What happens in our environment and to our natural resources is a matter of national security.  What happens in our environment cannot be dealt with at some later date, it must be addressed now and we must keep it on our minds constantly. The bases and the ships and the Sailors that we recognize and honor today are doing just that. 

Not only are they conserving resources, reducing pollution, recycling, or maintaining the local environment around them, they are markedly restoring crucial habitats and endangered species. They are thinking about their impact on the environment on a daily basis. And while I applaud them for what they are doing, I think they will agree with me when I say that what they have done is not enough. And we must all continue down the path that they have set. It must be a focus for all of our commands. Today we’re going to recognize those who really have stood apart, but as I said last year when we were together for these awards – the group here has to carry that message forward and has to share the lessons, their passion, their interest, and their objectives with other commands in our Navy writ large.
We’ve stood up a couple of task forces in the last year in the Navy- Task Force Energy and now Task Force Climate Change within our headquarters. We’re going to be really digging in to what the Navy must do to continually improve and to conserve the environment and our natural resources so that we can learn from and build upon successes that are represented here today. For example, the USNS Bridge, the U.S. Naval Ship Bridge: which was able to reduce carbon emissions by more than 4,000 tons per year. That’s the equivalent to taking 565 cars off the road. Not a lot of cars, but we now have a fleet of 283 ships and if you do the simple math, you end up taking about 160,000 off the road. And if we build to a 313 ship Navy, which I’m committed to do, that’s about the same as about 177,000 cars coming off the road.

Our renewed focus on the environment and the strategic implications of limited resources will lead us to some new technology, such as tidal energy, and increased use of geothermal energy; wind farms, and solar panels to power our bases – something that is already saving us millions of barrels of oil.  In 2008 alone, the initiatives, the fledgling initiatives to be sure, have already saved us 5 million barrels in 2008 and these sorts of things have the promise to do much more.
But as most of us know, it is not our bases that consume most of the energy; it is our ships and our aircraft.  To that end, we are pursuing innovative technology such as advanced hull coatings, propeller pitch controls, and modifications to aircraft engines, on top of policies and programs that encourage conservation, like the incentivized energy conservation program that we have.
By 2020, our goal is to achieve energy independence up to 60 percent, tactical energy independence up to 20 percent, and to reduce carbon emissions by 20 percent. We have the great opportunity together to be the early adopters of new energy technologies that will improve our security and will one day have a broader utility to the nation.

We also have the opportunity to improve our personal conservation efforts and to lead others to improve theirs. And the commands that we honor today are indeed the best of the best when it comes to preserving and restoring our environment – they have dedicated many hours to make the small and large changes that will make a better future for our nation and most importantly for the children of this nation who will live in that world long after we are gone. I applaud each and every one of you who are here today. The work that you and your teams have done to set the standard, to set the course and to encourage others to do just that. And I would again ask that as you go forth from here, that you carry the message to the broader Navy audience, to additional commands and inspire them to follow your lead. It is too important a duty that we all have, to not go forth and do that. I thank you for what you’ve done and I look forward to the presentation of awards. Thank you very much. 
