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Thank you very much. It looks like a sea of white out here. And as we all know, a little rain never hurt a Sailor so we’re in good shape. To all who are here today, the distinguished guests have already been recognized; I’d like to add my greetings to all of you. And to the Sailors that are here today, thank you for joining us. For all the veterans that are here, and especially to these gentlemen that are off to my right: These are the heroes that we honor today. These are the heroes of Midway. These are the men who fought and turned the tide. Please join me in a round of applause for them.
For all of us, it really is a privilege and an honor to be here today to commemorate the great battle at this- our nation’s Navy Memorial. The battle is what Admiral Nimitz called “a glorious page in our history,” and was it ever glorious. The veterans we have with us today fought a battle that - as we all know well- was a turning point in a war for national survival, indeed one could say our way of life as we know it.
It was a battle that seized the strategic initiative. It was a singular statement of the importance of naval power in conflict. It was a pitched battle of sacrifice and struggle against an extraordinarily capable opponent. But most of all, most of all, it was a battle that showed the world what an American Sailor could do.
The stories of courage and heroism at Midway are remarkable in every sense, from the stories of those Sailors who stayed at their posts until the bitter end, to the stories of the Sailors who rescued shipmates from the sinking Yorktown.  Few here, so very few, know what it was like to fight in a pitched battle at sea- to hear the deafening sound of gunfire and munitions, to feel a ship shake as it fired and was fired upon, to smell exploding gun powder and sweat, to aid wounded shipmates and to watch shipmates die in a battle at sea.
The actions taken by the individual Sailors who fought in this battle- the strength of their character and firmness of their resolve- is why this battle is so significant in our history and why we commemorate it today. The Battle of Midway is the ultimate statement of our Navy Ethos and character.
This battle had many heroes- the code breakers that gave us the location and the date of the battle; the shipyard workers, the Airmen and Marines who fought from Midway Island; and the Sailors who fought at sea. Many of those heroes were very young. Robert Swan, just 23 years old then and who left us earlier this year was an aviator who, with his squadron, flew the extra few miles that day and were rewarded by finding the enemy fleet. The oldest of the submarine commanders surrounding the Island of Midway was 39 years old. The youngest was 32.
One of the young ensigns, William R. Evans, who was killed in action at Midway left us the message that "when you hear others saying harsh things about American youth, do all in your power to help others keep faith with those few who gave so much. Tell them that out here, between a spaceless sea and sky, American youth has found itself and given itself so that, at home, the spark may catch.” Words that resonate well today, since so many of our heroes in Iraq and Afghanistan are just as young and have given themselves so that others may live a better life. 
The Sailors at Midway were our nation’s finest then and they had what it took to make that battle a “glorious page” in our history. It is right that we honor them today.  As we speak the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) and her strike group, including the frigate USS Thach (FFG 43), is steaming in the waters near Midway Island to honor our World War II veterans and conduct a burial at sea for Cmdr. Dave "Abe" Simmons, the one-time wingman of Adm. Jimmy Thach, one of the heroes of the Battle of Midway. 
Equally significant to the times we live in today, the men who achieved the great victory did so under the most challenging of circumstances. The circumstances between then and now bear a resemblance: it was innovation and resilience following the start of the Great Depression that set the conditions for victory at the Battle of Midway, with the start of construction on a quarter of the 19 submarines and half of the 26 surface combatants, including two of the three aircraft carriers that fought in the Battle of Midway.
But the circumstances back then were also much more severe- it had been only six short months since the devastating attack on Pearl Harbor which damaged or destroyed much of our Pacific Fleet and in those months the carrier Yorktown (CV 5) had been nearly sunk at the Battle of the Coral Sea, we had lost the Lexington (CV 16), and several other cruisers and destroyers had been destroyed in action. With the perseverance of the fiercely dedicated shipbuilders and craftsmen, who both built and repaired our fleet, the Sailors on that day at Midway were able to overcome the enemy in battle.
It is perhaps odd that Admiral Nimitz should have chosen then to call Midway “a page” in our history. When we look back, I think most of us would agree that it at least warrants a chapter. The notoriety of that battle is so brilliant that some may think there may be little else in our history books. The victory at sea image from Midway is so compelling that some may wonder if we ever made it out of the black and white video era.
But that Admiral Nimitz called it a page in our history is significant. The veterans at Midway wrote a page in history that would shape all the future pages in our history, but as Admiral Nimitz knew then through his 37 years of service, there would be many, many more pages to write. He knew that our Navy- back then as now- is flexible, and agile and adaptable, one that has been used in many ways and in many circumstances every day in our modern history.  
If you view the battle streamers proudly displayed above our Navy flag you will quickly realize that our operations are too irregular and varied to classify them into any one category and you will also find that these battles reflect the same values that the veterans at Midway cemented into our Navy culture. 
Streamers like the one for the Revolutionary War, which recognized our defense of the homeland as well as the sea lines of communication; or the one for the quasi-war with France, which recognized our defense of American merchants at sea; or the streamer for the War with Tripoli and West Indian pirates, which recognized two successful campaigns against pirates and reminds us that the pirates we face today are nothing more than an old foe.  Streamers like the one for the African Slave Trade Patrol in recognition of our operations to bring the dealers in human misery to justice- a version of which continues today with illegal human trafficking; or streamers for the Philippine Insurrection, the China Relief Expedition, Yangtze Service, China Service, operations in defense of American citizens abroad and war refugees. There is the Vietnam service streamer, which recognizes things like our coastal surveillance force, inshore Riverine operations, and offshore patrols to augment the Vietnamese Navy. And then there is the Armed Forces Expeditionary Service streamer which recognizes operations that range from amphibious landings in Grenada, Panama, Somalia, and Haiti, to non-combatant evacuations, to the Cuban Missile Crisis, to evacuations from Cambodia, and combat action in Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, Libya, and the Arabian Gulf.  
The history that all these streamers represent, add to the glorious page written by these Midway veterans.  Together, these pages tell the continuing story of extraordinary men and women whose honor, courage, and commitment created a true and proven hybrid force ready to meet any challenge to our nation’s security.
So while I truly hope that through our strength and deterrence the proud Sailors who serve our Navy today and tomorrow may never fight the fight that the Midway veterans here today fought- but be assured that they still hold the same ideals and standards of the days of old, that they are ready should they be called, and that it is within them to write future glorious pages in our Navy’s history book.
While we look back on the incredible achievements of Midway and reflect on what it took for those Sailors to win, we can also look forward with great confidence.  Knowing that the challenges we face today will be overcome by Sailors and citizens with the same devotion, spirit, and uncommon valor of those who fought and won at Midway.
Thank you.
