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Thank you very much and it really is great to be here. The hardest part about this morning is having my back to this beautiful machine. But I have been looking out at some of my flag officers and seeing in their eyes the desire to be 30 years younger. Gentlemen, you’re not going to have that chance. [Dr.] Brendan [Nelson]- great to see you again. I think the last time was in Sydney harbor. Great memories from that time.  It’s also a great time to also see some great mentors from the past.  [Ret. Adm.] Stan Arthur- so great to see you.  [Ret. Adm] Willy Moore. Thank you for all that you have done.  You have continued to carry the torch for naval aviation and provided the insight and guidance to a couple of black shoes from time to time.  I really appreciate that. 

This really is an exciting step for Lockheed- for the tremendous folks from Lockheed- but also for our Navy. To be able to be here and roll out what is truly the future of naval aviation. It’s an honor, it’s a privilege, and it is just a great day. 

There aren’t many CNOs that get an opportunity to do this, and I just can’t say how pleased I am to be a part of it all.  The Joint Strike Fighter that you will assemble here, that you will make here, that you will put your heart and soul into, is so important to our Navy and to the future of all our Armed Forces Strike Fighter fleets.  

The men and women of Lockheed will build these airplanes as if your sons and daughters will fly them because quite frankly, that is exactly what you are doing.  The sons and daughters of America for decades to come will fly these airplanes in peace and war, in harms way, and how you build them, the care that you take, will make all the difference in the world. I thank you for what you do everyday and I thank you for what you will do in the future. 

Today we are using our Navy hard. It is out and about in every ocean on every continent in the world and the backbone of that ability to project power by your Navy is naval aviation. It comes from the decks of our carriers who are constantly underway and employed and deployed. In fact, as we speak, three aircraft carriers are deployed and one more is soon to go. The backbone for it all, for us, has been the F/A-18 a great airplane that we have used hard but it is aging out and that’s the way it is. 

But I am so pleased that to relieve that airplane, is the joint strike fighter- a fifth generation fighter that once again will show the world that our Sailors will never be in a fair fight, because this airplane will top anything that comes its way. It will give our Sailors and pilots the tactical and technical advantage in the skies and it will relieve our aircraft as they age out. 

Today, as I’ve said, our Sailors, Soldiers, Airman and Marines are working harder than ever and I will submit that the pace of today’s operations has not been easy on them or the ships and the aircrafts that they use to do their work. I do not believe the pace of operations is likely to let up anytime in the near future. 

The carriers and the air power that they project are all too useful in a world where sometimes the sovereign sensitivities and interests of countries around the world will preclude the basing of tactical aviation ashore. And that is where this airplane will play its role. It’s not just a JSF, it’s the new aircraft carrier- the CVN 21 that is coming into being and the decision that we have made to outfit that aircraft carrier with the electromagnetic aircraft launching system. This combination will only further improve our ability to use sovereign, and I say our again - our sovereign, floating, air bases to project power by increasing our sortie generation rate, improving system reliability, reducing launch restrictions and also reducing manpower on our ships. 
I will tell you that there is absolutely no time to lose in the delivery of this airplane and the delivery of those other capabilities because as much as we would like it to happen; the world will not slow down. It will only continue to accelerate as we transition to this next step in carrier aviation.  
The F-35 is essential to addressing the Navy’s, and more importantly, the Nation’s strike fighter needs. They must, they absolutely must, enter the fleet on time and on budget. Our people deserve nothing less.  And I know that the great men and women of Lockheed will deliver on that promise. 
So it really is truly exciting and a great honor for me to be here with you as we roll out our future.  Because that, ladies and gentlemen, is exactly what we are looking at today. It is most exciting for me to think about the many young men and women who look to this uniform, who look to naval aviation and see a fulfillment in their lives and an excitement in their lives that is unmatched in any other profession in the world. I thank you for what you have done.  I thank you for what you are going to do. It is indeed a great honor to be here. 

