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For direct attribution to Adm. Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations:
"Having commanded a mixed gender surface combatant, I am very comfortable addressing integrating women into the submarine force.  I am familiar with the issues as well as the value of diverse crews.

The Navy has examined the feasibility of assigning women to submarines over the years, and I have been personally engaged on this.  

There are some particular issues with integrating women into the submarine force; issues we must work through in order to achieve what is best for the Navy and our submarine force

Accommodations are a factor, but not insurmountable.  We must manage the community as a whole, such as force growth and retention within a small warfare community.    The size of the submarine force is much smaller than the surface and aviation forces and personnel management is more exacting.

This has had and will continue to have my personal attention as we work toward increasing the diversity of our Navy afloat and ashore."

