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Adm. Wisecup, Phil- thank you so much for the introduction and congratulations to you and to your staff and to the many men and women who make possible events like this; and for the War College to be able to host another historic moment here in Newport, Rhode Island. I will also add my congratulations to the 125th anniversary of the Naval War College. I’m sure that it’s only the beginning of the great future that will take place here. And I also commend you on finishing this auditorium in time for the International Seapower Symposium. But as the last variation of the auditorium was referred to by so many of the students who had gone through here as the “blue bedroom,” they’ll have to get a new name for this. So maybe we’ll take a poll at the end and we’ll decide on what it should be. 
I regret that we have had to change the program a bit. Regrettably, I have to return to Washington tonight for a brief meeting and I will return again in the morning. But that is what is driving the changes to the schedule and I appreciate your flexibility and your understanding of what is driving that. 
But it is indeed a great honor for me to welcome this truly extraordinary assembly of colleagues and friends from around the world. And I thank you for making the effort to travel all this way.  I know how busy each of you are and responsibilities that you have and to take this time to be able to come the distances that you have is so very important and I thank you for that.  
I’m also confident that the weather at the end of this symposium will be better than it has been in the past. I think one of the most recent ones we had a lot of snow delays as people were trying to leave. But I do believe we are in for a tremendous week here at the International Seapower Symposium. 
I would like to begin this conference by reflecting for a moment on the importance of our meeting.  At this largest gathering of naval leaders in history, we here today represent our countries’ efforts not only to defend our respective maritime interests and our shores, but also to secure the global maritime commons at a time of great challenge.  The stakes are massive:  our activities – individually and in partnership – are vital to the future generations.  
Speaking before the United Nations General Assembly two weeks ago, my Commander in Chief, President Barack Obama, underscored the need for cooperative efforts to address the world’s problems.  As I stand before you today, I am humbled to associate myself with fellow mariners and leaders who are already well-advanced in building invigorated partnerships around the world to address many of the very problems the President and other world leaders cited.
In the four decades since the first International Seapower Symposium, and especially in the two years since the last symposium, we have all become increasingly mindful of the centrality of partnership to the preservation of safety and security of the world’s oceans and the prosperity that comes from that.  We have launched a range of initiatives in recent years, and at this conference we will assess yet more opportunities before us.  I believe that we as maritime service chiefs are on the cutting edge of international partnership, and I do believe that we must challenge ourselves in ISS 19 to think expansively about how our mutual efforts can safeguard international peace and prosperity in the 21st century.  
In the time since the first International Seapower Symposium in 1969, the year that I entered my Naval Academy, and began this wonderful voyage that I have been on, the world has changed dramatically.  In so many ways, it is a better place.  Nonetheless, in the maritime security arena, it faces many new and, in some cases, more difficult challenges.  Through the decades since International Seapower Symposium number one, however, this symposium has endured and prospered because its purpose has held fast.  A purpose, which, in the words used at that first gathering: “to promote mutual understanding of our common problems and interests as well as each other’s problems and interests.”  That enduring principle – that we should come together to discuss our common interests and overcome our common challenges – has driven our achievements over the years.  As Rear Adm. Ahmed from Bangladesh said recently at another conference that I was privileged to attend, “it is the sea that unites.” And over the past two years it certainly has.  These past two years have been more remarkable in terms of global maritime partnerships than the preceding 38 years all together.

Today we welcome six nations to their first International Seapower Symposium - Cambodia, Guyana, the Maldives, St. Vincent and Grenadines, and Russia and Vietnam who are represented for the first time by delegations from their home countries.   We are very pleased that you have joined us. 
Together with you, our distinguished group makes a total of over 100 nations and over 90 chiefs of service – the largest assembly yet and nearly 3 times the number who came together in 1969.   The trend is clear – partnerships are growing.  They are growing because they work and they will continue to grow because there is still more to do in our changing and uncertain world.
So thank you for coming – thanks to all of you for making this symposium a productive gathering of navies and maritime forces.  There is much happening in the maritime domain, much for us to do, and I am confident that this event helps us all to come closer to our common goals of safety and security of the seas.

When I last stood before you at this symposium two years ago, my counterparts in the United States Marine Corps and United States Coast Guard unveiled the Cooperative Strategy for 21st Century Seapower. That strategy with conflict prevention and international partnerships at its core has served our Navy and our Nation exceedingly well and continues to guide our thoughts, our plans, and our actions, leading our navies and maritime services.  Our task is to prevent conflict whenever possible while being ready to fight for our interests should prevention fail.  For now, we must still ask our young sailors to go into harm’s way, and we must do so responsibly and according to strategies that meet the demands of today’s world and the needs of our countries. 
One of the central ideas in the U.S. Maritime Strategy is Global Maritime Partnerships.

The U.S. services’ interest in Global Maritime Partnerships stems from our desire to seek out cooperative approaches to maritime security and promoting the rule of law.  President Obama reminded leaders in New York that no single country can remedy the great problems of the day.  The challenges to maritime security offer some of the clearest demonstrations of this point:  there are many of them, and no one country can adequately confront them alone.  Hence, we stand together here in Newport this day.
Trust, personal trust, is indispensable to partnerships of any kind.  As I asserted here two years ago, trust cannot be surged.  With that as my guiding principle, I have spent the past two years traveling the globe, meeting with many of you and learning from your experiences so that I can better understand your concerns and proposals to make the maritime domain a safer place.  I must tell you that one of the most exciting things I confirmed in my travels is that the desire for partnerships exists across all of our services and our nations, and that we are all in good and rich company as we seek to promote maritime partnerships around the planet.   
In preparing for this symposium, I have reflected with gratitude on the hospitality of my fellow mariners around the world – and my respect for their cutting-edge approaches to the world’s problems.  In the last two years, I attended the Chiefs of European Navies Conference in Bulgaria, the Regional Seapower Symposium in Italy, and the Maritime Planner’s Conference in Denmark; and in between I was able to spend some time with the Royal Navy.
I visited the Kingdoms of Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Pakistan and Djibouti.
Though I was unable to attend the Western Pacific Naval Symposium because of commitments here at home, I have visited Japan, Singapore and South Korea.  I attended Indonesia’s Sail Bunaken Fleet Review and, in China, the 60th anniversary of the People’s Liberation Army Navy.
I journeyed to Chile, where I participated in Expo-Navale. 
And I made the first ever U.S. counterpart visit to South Africa where I was greatly impressed by the professionalism and spirit of South Africa’s proud Navy. 
In the next two years, I hope it will be convenient to visit more of you in your countries, and I will be honored to host you here in the United States.  Our personal relationships are the first step in the trust I mentioned before.  If we are to develop those habits of partnership that are so fundamental to our effective cooperation, then our personal relationships are an investment in that future.  Indeed, in those moments when disaster or crisis demand the most from us, our relationships may yet pay the highest dividend.  
Speaking for myself and for my Navy, therefore, the principle of partnership is at the core of our maritime strategy and our approach to the world.  Fortunately, the U.S. Navy is not alone in that regard.  Maritime services around the world are demonstrating inspired leadership in launching naval partnerships to meet common challenges.  These efforts confirm that there need be no contradiction between defending our countries’ sovereign rights and sailing together against the common threats to our welfare.
Just to cite a few examples of these efforts, the Strait of Malacca patrols by Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand have drastically reduced piracy in those waterways.
Then there is the newly deployed Economic Community of Central African States, which has agreed to work together on patrolling waters of mutual interest and to monitor an Operations Center in Cameroon.
Another remarkable and unique example of regional partnership is the Coral Triangle Initiative, an important environmental program that has gained global support and addresses an issue of consequence for us all. 
This list is hardly comprehensive, and I am sure that when we meet again in two years time, the record of Global Maritime Partnerships will have grown substantially larger. In assessing the fruits of partnership, I think it is also important to consider briefly the progress we have made in addressing particular tasks.  
Information sharing and the pursuit of maritime domain awareness remain a key focus of our work together, and I am deeply satisfied to observe that we have made important gains over the past two years.  For example, navies from the Americas have participated in advancing the Inter-American Naval Telecommunications Network (IANTN), a secure regional communication system.  
In another part of the world, Italy has demonstrated vital leadership in establishing a Trans-Regional Maritime Network. Our goal should now be to bridge the regional maritime security awareness initiatives in support of yet broader awareness and partnerships.
Besides information sharing, we must also work towards greater interoperability.  There are many ways to improve our interoperability and learn lessons of how to work together.  

Those lessons, start again at the personal level. 
At ISS 18, I shared with you my view that we should encourage the interaction of our young sailors, non-commissioned officers, and officers.  I do not think we can underestimate the lasting benefit of such contact, and, in an age of instant personal communication and even imperfect translation software, we have an unparalleled opportunity to ensure that the naval chiefs a generation from now will have known each other since their earliest days at sea, regardless of distance or language differences.
Common training also contributes powerfully to interoperability.  My Navy has worked hard in this area, and it will continue to do so.  Since 2001, for instance, we have hosted 87 students from 16 countries in the International Surface Warfare Officer Department Head Program here at Newport.  This past summer, 62 U.S. midshipmen deployed with 17 foreign navies, and the U.S. in turn hosted 67 foreign midshipmen.  And the Master Chief Petty Officer of the U.S. Navy hosted the first ever Global Maritime Senior Enlisted Symposium in Hawaii after a similar symposium in New Zealand, where more than 40 nations attended. Master Chief West, my Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, is scheduled to next attend the Western Pacific Naval Symposium with senior sailors in Japan in two weeks. So I believe there too, we are moving in the right direction.
I am also pleased to announce that we are taking the next step in furthering the interaction of our people and our cooperative planning for the future.  As we have shown in the past, a well-developed process of operational gaming provides credible, relevant and timely information to decision makers.  Accordingly, we are going to conduct the first ever, force-planning game that is linked to ISS and held in the years between these symposiums.  Therefore, next October we will have a game with our international partners that will be informed by the results of this symposium and seeks to address the needs of our partners.
Our encounters on land are very important, but there is no substitute for refining and exercising interoperability underway.  USS Cole’s deployment with the Royal Navy’s HMS Illustrious strike group, for instance, rendered invaluable lessons.  
We can also learn interoperability from combined training exercises that range from the innovative Australian Pacific Patrol Boat Program, to the UNITAS exercise which this year included twelve nations from North and South America and Europe.   
Such lessons can also be learned through humanitarian assistance and disaster response initiatives, as we saw dramatically in the tsunami disaster relief operations in 2004.  The U.S. Navy, today, stands ready to participate in relief assistance with other navies for those peoples affected by the earthquake, tsunami, flooding and typhoons.  My deepest condolences go out to the victims of these recent natural disasters.  
Ultimately, the time we spend learning and improving interoperability is time well spent when it comes to issues of maritime security.  The Joint Interagency Task Force – south is a partnership that has achieved interoperability and leverages the unique capabilities of each partner.  Task Force 150 also stands out as an example of a developed, mature partnership that is making an important difference in the Middle East.  The Pakistani Navy has made a particular impact there; since 2004, it has led that force three times.   

But there is perhaps, no better example today of maritime partnerships than the work so many of us are doing against Piracy – a navy’s oldest foe - in the Gulf of Aden.   The presence there of navies from all over the world is truly unprecedented and very much needed for a security challenge that affects such a large ocean area. 
So we have made remarkable progress over the past two years.  While we should and have every right to be proud, we must recognize that there are many more opportunities ahead of us; opportunities that will occur naturally, opportunities that we will create, opportunities that we can realize only through our mutual efforts.  
I look forward to spending time with all of you throughout the symposium.  I look forward to the rich and important discussions that we will have.  And I look forward to working with all of you to develop and bring to fruition the ideas that will improve maritime security for all.  Above all, I look forward to connecting navies and building partnerships.
I invite you to consider our efforts in historic context.  Common use of the high seas has been a driver of international cooperation and institution building for centuries.  Today, in the early years of the 21st Century, I am convinced that our new partnerships -- informal as well as formal, local as well as global – are writing a new chapter in the development of international society.
As we begin this conference, I offer two quotes that I think are especially relevant to our endeavors.  The first is from the Indonesian Maritime Forum in August this year where Vice Adm. Nolting made the bold but unassailable assertion that the “21st century would be a maritime one.” I couldn’t agree more with my good friend and partner.  
Second, Vice Adm. Colbert, then President of the Naval War College, at that first International Seapower Symposium in 1969 stated the following:

“This common experience, this common bond…can provide the catalyst for friendly, cooperative examination.  With the unprecedented wealth of talent and experience mustered here, we may well shed fresh light on current problems and potential difficulties and perhaps even bring forth previously unrecognized issues of mutual interest.”
That sounds remarkably familiar to what someone would say today. 
If the original members of the first International Seapower Symposium were optimistic in 1969, when only 37 countries were present, then today, with over 100 countries in attendance, we have very very firm grounds to truly believe that on our watch we will carry forward our mission of improving the security of the global maritime commons in the interest of peace and prosperity for future generations.
Thank you very much. 

