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It’s a pleasure for me to have the opportunity to speak with you about the common interests our countries share at sea. Adm. Tedjo, I thank you for hosting this event and bringing us together here, in one of the world’s largest democracies, and in a nation that has such a long and storied maritime tradition. 

I would like first, however, to express my condolences on behalf of the United States Navy for the terrorists bombings in Jakarta last month. It was another, tragic reminder of the security challenges we all face today but it should also harden our resolve to come together to prevent such dastardly acts. 

As I look around the room, I’m pleased to see such a significant gathering of maritime leaders. Good friends and good colleagues all. 

Having spent much of my life at sea, of course, I look forward to tomorrow’s events and observing the impressive gathering of ships from around the world. I join my colleagues from all countries in applauding Indonesia’s vigorous law in bringing this conference together and for being such a maritime leader. 

It is only by committed navies acting in interests of our global commons, the sea, that we will achieve maritime security. Forums such as these forge better relationships among our forces and I’m personally committed to them wherever they may be.

This past year, I’ve had the privilege of attending symposia in Europe and South America and in Asia; and in fact, this is my forth time in the region since becoming the Chief of Naval Operations. 

And I am very much looking forward to seeing all of you at the International Seapower Symposium (ISS) in Newport, Rhode Island in October; October 6th-9th, when we host ISS there. At that symposium, the United States Navy will mark the second anniversary of our maritime strategy that we unveiled two years ago. 

It is a strategy that is as committed to preventing conflict as it is to winning them. It is a strategy that has guided our actions for the past two years. And it is a strategy built around partnerships with all sovereign states with which we share common interests and goals.

Today those partnerships are making the world’s waterways more secure for all of our benefit. And the objective, I hope, that we will achieve in Newport in October when we come together is to connect the regional efforts and the benefits of the progress that has been made in so many parts of the world.  The benefits of those partnerships are so very apparent here, in Southeast Asia, as they are anywhere in the world today. 

This is a critical maritime region for commerce, for communication and for resources. Three vital areas in which the oceans connect our nations. The U.S. Navy will continue to have enduring interest and an enduring presence in the Pacific. Keeping the oceans secure is in the interest of all. The World Ocean Conference, hosted here in Manado in May, is evidence of that mutual interest and of the ability to come together as sovereign nations- I applaud the initiative by many of the nations represented here to improve and sustain the management of our marine resources. 

The growing cooperation among Southeast Asian navies is a superb example of how we can effectively work together. The regional efforts to eliminate piracy are an outstanding demonstration of how that unique cooperation has benefited all of us. Where challenges to common safety and security exist, relatively small numbers of countries must sometimes form partnerships that benefit not only themselves but many others. 

The unprecedented coming together of the navies in the Gulf of Aden, as was mentioned in some previous comments, is another example of the power of partnership against our old foes, pirates.  With the maritime force of 25 countries steaming in those waters today, we are working in harmony toward the same end. I applaud all the countries that participate and I particularly would like to thank Singapore who has volunteered and will assume command of task force 151 in January. 

Task force 151 is a powerful confirmation of the effectiveness of maritime partnerships. We should also hold up as an example of partnership the maritime safety and security information system, or MSSIS. With Singapore and Australia, 55 nations now contribute to MSSIS, a system that gives us all the awareness needed to protect our interests and our countries. 

The U.S. maritime strategy embraces a flexible vision of voluntary partnerships of varying levels of formality, scope and capability, to meet the world’s needs. The challenge for maritime leaders, the challenge for us is to identify where needs for cooperation and opportunities for partnership coincide where they come together.  Those new opportunities will be better realized through the growth of our capacities and our interoperability. 

The U.S. Navy is committed to capacity building with our partners. Whether it is through training or combined exercises, we must improve the interoperability of the fleets that are represented here today. To that end, I remain committed to exercises such as the Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT) that is ongoing in the region. And I applaud those countries that have become leaders in capacity-building exercises. 

I also look forward to opportunities to work together in humanitarian assistance and disaster response. These operations such as our Pacific Partnership Operation, which will today, complete a 14-day humanitarian mission in the Solomon Islands is an example of that type of cooperation and partnership. 

The United States Navy remains committed to forging partnerships in line with our maritime strategy and national interests.  We will continue to work hard in approving global information sharing, building the capacity of our partners, and learning how to best work with each of your navies. I am privileged and honored to be working with all of you as we realize this success. 

