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Thank you very much for that introduction. You mentioned that I was the commissioning commanding officer of DDG 52. I look up at 108 and I love the math. Governor Valdalcci, Senator Snowe, Senator Collins, Congressman Allen, Congressman Michaud, Secretary Stackley. I would add to the many comments that have been made that we in the United States Navy, those that have a vested interest in our maritime interests and those who care about American shipbuilding have no stronger supporters, no greater advocates than the delegation that is on this platform today. Thank you for what you do and for the men and women who serve by you. Admiral Meyer, Anna Mae, this is your day and a great day it is. A great day for you; a great day for our Navy.

To the crew that will sail in Wayne E. Meyer, you are about ready to embark on a great adventure, a great undertaking and as I mentioned to you when we posed for a photograph earlier, you are the most important crew that this ship will ever have because you will be the ones that set the standard, that will set the course that every man and woman who follows you will have to look up to.  And they should strive to do better, and you should strive to set the bar so high that they can simply try.
But there’s another group that I would like to acknowledge today [because] those of us who are in the Navy can set requirements. I’ll be bold to say that those who are in Congress can authorize and appropriate, and we can do that for a long time.  But until the skilled men and women of Bath Iron Works put their experience and their competence and their passion into building these great ships, we do not sail the seas. It is their work that takes our work and turns it into a reality and I thank you for what you do and for the quality that you put into these ships so that our young Sailors can go into harm’s way, unafraid and confident in a victorious outcome.
This ship, the Wayne E. Meyer, is going to hold a very special place in the Aegis fleet, in the Aegis destroyer fleet and indeed in our Navy.  For it is named for the man who is Aegis, who envisioned it and who brought it to life, and for that reason he is known as the father of Aegis. A fitting title for a truly unique Naval officer. Admiral Meyer delivered a great leap in defense technology. One that has given us the flexibility to adjust to emerging threats over several decades, and as we have seen recently it will be able to adjust to emerging threats for decades to come. Who would have thought? And I will tell you that as a young officer serving in USS Barry and later in USS Port Royal, if someone had told me that, from one of these ships a failing satellite would be shot down in space, I would have questioned that. But that is exactly what has happened in the past year. And it was not done with a group of scientists in white coats. The button that was pressed that launched that missile was a young second class petty officer, which is indicative of the fact that the capability that we have at sea today is indeed operational, it is there and it is ready. 

Now I said that I didn’t have that vision as a young commanding officer of an Aegis ship, but I believe that Wayne Meyer knew exactly what he was doing decades ago.  And that it was no surprise to him that, in the case off the USS Lake Erie, they could do what they did with that satellite. But to me the fact that one officer had the vision and the drive and the passion to ensure that the Navy has the best fleet in the world is exactly the point when it comes to naming a ship. 

In a christening we recognize that the ship is imbued with the spirit of its namesake and its sponsor. And in choosing the names of these ships and in choosing these sponsors we make a statement about our beliefs and an affirmation of our values. The power of one Sailor to look into the future, to perceive the possibilities and then drive those possibilities to reality is the quality that we recognize in this ship today, the Wayne E. Meyer.
I have often told Sailors and our Navy civilians that in developing and acquiring the technology for tomorrow they should look for the next big thing, like Aegis. The next big thing that will provide us with the flexibility and the capability to meet the threats long into the future. And those Sailors that ponder that, and our Navy civilian professionals who work so hard to achieve that end, would do well to study the journey of Admiral Wayne E. Meyer.

I first met him in the early 1980’s. I will tell you that at that time he wasn’t Wayne to me. Then, he was Admiral Meyer and he struck fear into the hearts of everyone that came along because he was a man that could move heaven and earth.  And that’s exactly what he did to deliver an unrivalled combat system that he knew would protect the fleet and defend the fleet and our nation for years to come. But his interest and passion for ensuring that the Navy of the future would be prepared to meet any threat has not waned one bit. Any visitor to his Crystal City office will see his multi-paneled, multi-wall display of shipbuilding and the history of shipbuilding, the factors that go into shipbuilding, the evolution of shipbuilding. And it is still for me the best place to think about shipbuilding and the future and our obligation to that future. Our obligation to provide the very best ships to our Sailors with relevant combat capability so that when they go forward into harm’s way they will not be in a fair fight. They should never be in a fair fight. They must prevail every time.

But all of us here who care about our Navy and shipbuilding know that it is really more than just capability. It is also about capacity and the numbers of ships that we have. Today the United States Navy has the smallest fleet since the 19th century. Numbers matter and it’s important that we do all we can to increase the size of the fleet and meet the many,  many demands that exist around the world. Simply open the paper and look at what’s happening in the Pacific, around the Horn of Africa where piracy has taken off in numbers in the last year that are the highest in quite some time. The activities in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea demand not only capability but capacity. 

And like Wayne Meyer, every Sailor has the unique opportunity to make a difference in the world by sailing the ships on the seas. And whether it is breaking down barriers in pursuit of a lofty goal, like we recognized a few weeks ago in San Diego at NASSCO when we named a ship in honor of Master Diver Carl Brashear, one of the first African American Master Divers in the history of the United States Navy. He broke down a lot of barriers to get there…or developing a new standard in combat systems technology and a total ship system as Wayne Meyer did when he envisioned and created Aegis. Every Sailor in the United States Navy has the unique opportunity to do great things like that. 

And I could not be more pleased to have the spirit of this ship imbued by the spirit of Anna Mae. She has been an equal and a partner in Wayne’s endeavors. She’s worked with the engineers.  She’s worked with the military, and she has worked with the civil servants who helped bring the Aegis weapons program to life. Her energy, her drive and her intellect will be the spirit of this ship. But more importantly it will be her quiet competence and her steady hand that will guide this ship into the future. So thank you Anna Mae for what you are about to do for our Navy. Wayne – Admiral Meyer – thank you for what you have given our nation. It is a fleet that is unrivalled and will remain unrivalled for decades to come. You are going to provide—as this ship is christened and launched—the capability and the capacity we need to protect our interests, to provide the security that is so vital for our prosperity, to prevent conflict and when necessary, as has always been the case in the United States Navy, to win in war. Thank you very much.
