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Thank you all for being here today.

There are moments in everybody’s life, certain events, because they are so transcendent, because they are so life altering, because the world is different after one of these events, that we remember exactly where we were, exactly what we were doing, when we heard.  And 9/11 is one of those events.

There are as many 9/11 stories as there are Americans.  Each of us can account, in detail, where we were and what we were doing.  I was living in Jackson, Mississippi.  I had just taken my children to school, they were eleven and nine at the time.  A friend called me from Washington and said, “Have you heard about the World Trade Center?”  I had not; I didn’t have on the radio or the television.  And as I was talking to this friend, who lived near where I do now in Old Town Alexandria, she said, I’m driving by the Pentagon and something just happened there.  What I could not foresee then, amidst all the horror, would be the incredible acts of bravery.  Amidst the terrific losses and the scars that will never quite heal, is how many of the people who were there that day, who I now have gotten to know, the family members, those working here in the command center, or as a lawyer, who have touched my life, in ways that I never expected.

So I am honored to be here with you today, as we come together to remember family members, colleagues, loved ones, friends, and recognize the sacrifice of those who were lost that day, as well as the sacrifice of those who survived.
I believe that those who are gathered in this room know better than almost anybody, how important it is that we remember all that was lost. But I also believe that the people in this room believe that we best honor those memories, and those losses, by recognizing how we have become stronger.

Those who wear the cloth of our Nation – our uniformed service members -- and also the civilians who work for and with the military, and their family members, understand that sacrifice is a part and parcel of being in the military or working with the military.  It’s a part of serving both at home and around the world.  Nobody could have predicted the profound sacrifices that were inflicted here at home.
On that day, that day when the world changed for all of us, more uniformed Navy personnel perished than any other service.  But what was not breached was our spirit.  Where an enemy sought to tear us down, we were steadfast.  Your losses, our losses, were not in vain.  As the motto of USS New York forged in part from steel from the World Trade Center so appropriately states, “Strength forged through sacrifice. Never forget.”
And there were survivors – Navy survivors from the command center who join us here today and for whose presence we are all honored and grateful for.  Despite the losses, you survived.  You continue to provide for loved ones, raise your families, volunteer in your communities, and protect our nation from those who wish to do us harm.  
You are not alone.  There are so many stories of survivors and family members who have gone on to make powerful choices based upon their experiences…the  daughter studying Arabic who wants to work in national security or the child who became an Oscar winning documentary filmmaker examining global impact of terrorism's.  There is the widow who was so touched by the generosity shown her and her three children that she has now raised more than half a million dollars for others facing hardship and tragedy.  Another woman who lost her mother, went on to create the 9/11 Survivors Network and the Global Survivors Network and has been called "truly inspirational" by those who have been touched by her work.  
And I have personally been particularly moved during my time as Secretary by the men and women who joined our military at a time when their country needed them the most and asked the most from them.  Whether it was 18 year olds just graduating from high school, or men and women with families in established careers, tens of thousands responded to the events of 9/11 with a sense of responsibility, patriotism of love of this country and what it stands for.

Countless times, I have visited the ships and deployed forces where young men and women have shared with me their stories of joining the Navy or the Marine Corps after 9/11 and almost to a person, they talk about their gratitude of being able to give back to this country.  There are skeptics who believe that apathy is a national epidemic. To them, I say, “You have not met our Sailors and Marines.”  That sense of service, that sense of commitment, burns no less brightly in the civilians that serve in this Department.  I don’t have to explain all that to you here, who are a part of the Navy and Marine Corps family.
All these stories, all the countless stories, inspire.  In spite of our shared pain, in spite of a violent attack on our home, as a country we continue to be what America has always been, a beacon of hope to millions of people around the world struggling against tyranny or abuse.  We continue to act as Americans have always acted: the defenders of democracy and justice.  

Despite the loss, despite the heartache and despite the pain, you as individuals, we as a service, and we as a nation -- to paraphrase my fellow Mississippian, William Faulkner on his acceptance of the Nobel Prize for literature-- we have not only survived, we have prevailed.

In May, like all of you, I watched as the world’s most wanted terrorist was finally brought to justice.  I took special pride in the contributions of our Sailors and Marines over the last decade to bring that moment to fruition.  Yet at the same time, I know the team responsible for that action was representative of everyone who serves in our military.  Of their professionalism and dedication; found every place you go in our military, in our Navy, in our Marine Corps.  This was a victory shared by every member of the military and a proud country that stood together and did not allow the actions of a radical few to change who we are.

As a country, we stood strong and we stood together on that day ten years ago, and in the days and weeks that followed.  Today, ten years later, we can still say that.  We continue to stand together.
We are a nation founded on good, solid principles and built through shared values and a commitment to a way of life that violence will not and cannot destroy.  You here today, you here who have seen so much loss and been through so much, exemplify those values and that commitment.  Today, as always, our Navy our Marine Corps stand the watch worldwide and our Navy family continues to stand strong.

Thank you and Godspeed.
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