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General Cartwright, thank you for your kind introduction.  Representative Kingston, generals, admirals, distinguished guests, Sailors, Marines, Coast Guardsmen, ladies and gentlemen; thank you all for coming.  


I am honored to be part of the ceremony marking the 1000th Trident patrol, for this is indeed a great day for our Navy and our Nation.  I recognize that while we are here to mark this momentous occasion, completed by the USS Wyoming Blue crew, we must also note the accomplishments of the entire Trident community.  This day is about more than submarines or the professional warriors who take them to sea.  It is about recognizing the accomplishments of the entire community of professionals who make the Trident fleet viable.  From the missile tech on the submarine, to the electrician at the Trident Refit Facility, to the Marine at SWFLANT, to the instructor at the training facility, to the planners at STRATCOM – we recognize that today is possible because of the hard work and talent of all involved.  
***

Although our Nation has never fired a submarine-launched ballistic missile in anger, the ability of our Trident fleet to do so 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year, has promoted the interests of peace and freedom around the world.  Since the beginning of the nuclear age, the world has seen a drastic reduction in wartime deaths, largely under the aegis of America’s strategic deterrent.  History illustrates my point.

Over the past four hundred years, between one and two percent of the world’s population annually lost their lives as casualties of war.  Yet after World War II we observe a macrotectonic shift downward in wartime fatalities.  As a matter of fact, the percentage of the world’s population lost in war over the past sixty years is a small fraction of that percentage lost over any other sixty-year period since the Renaissance.   

Although the world has seen many conflicts since the end of the Second World War, America’s strategic deterrent has ensured that none of them became major wars.  History proves that our strategic deterrent works.  The Navy’s Trident force forms a credible deterrent because it provides high measures of reliability, availability, and survivability.  Deterrence is more than having a boat on alert, ready to launch when directed.  Rather it is knowing that our warheads are properly maintained, that the delivery systems work, that the crew is well trained, and that our security is failsafe.  This highly credible force has served our Nation and our world well.  Its effectiveness reflects the efforts of each command and every individual in the community, as well as facilities such as King’s Bay, singularly focused on the mission of maintaining America’s strategic deterrent.  

Furthermore, America’s strategic deterrent is credible because it is under the watchful eye of our Marine Security Forces and our Nation’s Coast Guardsmen.  

Indeed, all of you here do our Nation’s work and do it well.  You support a noble mission, and you should be proud of your efforts. 
***


But it is not enough to rest on our laurels.  Maintaining that strategic deterrent means we all must be guardians of our Trident force, now and for the future.   

Going forward, we must maintain our guardianship of the entirety of the Trident force – not only our ships and weapons but also our support facilities, delivery systems, security protocols, and personnel training.

Of course, proper stewardship demands critical thinking, frank self-assessment and the continual implementation of lessons learned to sustain a culture with the most exacting standards of quality.  


Everyone in the Trident force understands the Nation’s expectations, and I am convinced that the Trident community is up to the task.  I am confident that because of your dedication and professionalism we will maintain the culture of quality necessary to wield America’s most potent weapon. 


Finally, working with our allies, we must prepare for the decades ahead.  You are all fully aware of our long history of engagement with the Royal Navy and the immense value of that partnership for our Nation and our Navy.  I trust that our Nations will continue to work together to meet the future needs of our ballistic missile submarines.  Together we must move forward to develop innovative new solutions for the future sustainment, continued operation, and recapitalization of the Trident force and its successors.

***

If we do all of this properly, we will continue to abide by principles set more than a century ago and articulated by President Theodore Roosevelt.  Our twenty-sixth President, a lifelong champion of international security through naval prowess, encouraged Congress, remarking that “A good Navy is not a provocation to war.  It is the surest guaranty of peace.”  

For 35 years, our Trident program has guaranteed the peace by maintaining a credible nuclear deterrent.  Thank you all, for your service to our Nation.  Continue to set high standards.  Continue to draw on lessons learned.  Continue to demand quality.  Continue to be good stewards of this force that guarantees peace and freedom.  May God bless our submarine fleet, our Navy, and our Nation.
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